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The well known and well respected scientist Professor Ian Fells CBE inspired over 400 past and present pupils and their
families yesterday when he delivered a motivational speech at Teesside High School.

The Newcastle University Professor of Energy Conversion was at the school to join its Speech Day celebrations, where
he presented awards to pupils who have excelled in their academic results and course work and in extra-curricular
activities including sport, music, speech and drama, creative writing and fundraising.

Professor Fells talked about the school motto ‘everything is possible’ and how pupils should grasp every opportunity,
linking this with entertaining examples from his own academic and TV careers.

This was the Professor’s first visit to Teesside High School. He said: “I was struck by how incredibly disciplined the
pupils were throughout the ceremony today and I am very impressed with the school and its educational standards.

“This is a great school in a lovely setting and is full of very enthusiastic pupils, staff and parents. I think Teesside High
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School really does encourage its pupils to ‘seize the day’.

The awards and certificates were given out at the ceremony to 136 pupils. The 400-strong audience also enjoyed solo
music performances from two pupils.

Headmaster Thomas Packer said: “Our Speech Day ceremony goes from strength to strength every year. Our pupils excel
in physics, chemistry and biology and so for the first time in recent years, we decided to invite a guest speaker from the
field of science.

“We could not have asked for more from Professor Fells. His speech was truly inspirational and I am sure he has
motivated our scientists, and indeed all of our pupils, to make the most of every opportunity they are given at the school
and in their lives after school.”

Left to right: Chair of Governors,

His Honour Judge Peter Armstrong;
Teesside High School Head Girl
Georgina Bartlett; Professor Fells CBE;
Headmaster Thomas Packer.



