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Welcome
As we approach half term, I have been reflecting on a 
positive and proactive seven weeks, during which I have 
been delighted to meet and work with many parents to 
drive forward key activities and events.
As many of you will know from my recent letter outlining 
my strategic priorities for the coming year, engaging both 
our parent and local community is something which is very 
important to me. Working with a strong parent-led group to 
organise events and fun activities where families can come 
together has certainly been one of my highlights of recent 
weeks. I have been thrilled with the support offered to help 
organise and manage our Family Fireworks Display, which 
is back with a bang on Monday 5 November. This is always a 
sparkling night in our calendar; our riverside setting comes 
alive with a magnificent display, and there will be food, drink, 
and a pumpkin carving competition for our younger pupils, 
too. Tickets are on sale now from Reception.

Looking ahead, our Christmas Market event is scheduled 
for Thursday 6 December. We have been inundated with 
interest in running stalls, which the Friends of THS are kindly 
working their way through now!

The coming weeks will also see Mrs Sackville-Bryant host 
a Freestyle Fitness Yoga programme on a Monday evening, 
starting Monday 12 November, 5.00pm-6.00pm in the Prep 
School Hall. Whatever your age or fitness level, please do 

come along and 
join in these 
excellent classes, 
which aim to 
reduce stress, 
improve strength 
and increase 
flexibility. You can read more within.

Finally, and in a very exciting development, we have recently 
started a wonderful friendship initiative with Reuben Manor 
which will see our THS Chicken Club students visit the care 
home each month to talk to residents about the chickens and 
what the club gets up to each week. This is an exciting project 
which forges links with our local community and its elderly 
residents, whilst teaching our students important lessons 
about friendship and dealing sensitively with illnesses such 
as dementia. I look forward to sharing their progress with 
you.

Wishing you a restful and relaxing half term break.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head
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2019 THS Production
Following on from the massive success 
that was We Will Rock You last year, 
the Drama and Music Departments 
are delighted to announce that this 
academic year’s production will be...
SISTER ACT! 

How can I get involved?

Auditions will be after half term.  Email 
Mrs Saxton to register your interest and 
an excerpt of the script will be sent to 
you to practise with a partner.  You will 
also need to sing a part of a song (of 
your choice) in the audition.

What if I don’t want to be on the stage? 

We will also need a live band, help with 
costumes, dancers, make-up and prop 
technicians, set design, light and sound 
technicians. We will also need people to 
help with refreshments on the evenings 
of the performances. There’s something 
for everyone in this show! 

It’s going to be a Hail Mary-Hallelujah-
Heavenly Experience! Save the date for 
March 2019.

For more information, see Mrs 
Shevels, Mrs Saxton or Mrs Connor.
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Making cars from 
elastic bands!

As part of our International 
Primary Curriculum Science, Year 6 
have been making cars powered by 
elastic bands. 

After construction, we undertook 
a scientific enquiry in order to 
investigate on which surface the 
cars would travel the furthest.

There was a lot to consider in order 
to make sure that we ran a ‘fair 
test.’ The following had to be kept 
the same: the car; the same amount 
of potential energy (turns on the 
elastic band); always a flat surface 
and always indoors.

Pupils collected the data in a table 
and then produced a bar graph to 
effectively present the results.

Mr Griffiths

Year 4 
Music
Children in Year 4 have 
been exploring how pieces 
of music can be specially 
composed for important 
events.  

With another Royal Wedding taking 

place last week, it gave us a lovely 

opportunity to compose our own songs 

for the occasion.  

We collected together lots of adjectives 

to describe the beauty and importance 

of such a day and set about putting the 

words in phrases to create lyrics.  

The children then used ukulele 

skills from their lessons in Year 3 

to accompany their new songs and 

created their own vocal melodies, each 

group featuring the key phrase ‘Ding 

Dong!’ Such imagination and creativity 

in action, well done Year 4!

Mrs Shevels

Stick Man Live
Reception and Year 1 children had 
a wonderful time at Middlesbrough 
Theatre last week. They enjoyed the 
performance of Stick Man Live which 
gave them first hand experiences on 

which to base their Literacy work.  Mrs 
McCullagh then took this learning to 
our fabulous woodland and helped the 
children create their own Stick Man! 

Mrs Clapton

Year 2 collages
As part of the IPC unit Celebrations, 
Year 2 children have been thinking 
about how weddings have been 
depicted over time.  They have looked 
closely at some examples of work from 
famous artists and have compared 

these pictures to photographs that 
they have brought in from home.  
Having compared these pictures, the 
children created some collages to 
frame these lovely photos.  They have 
used a range of different materials and 

have discussed the types of shapes 
and colours used for confetti to help 
them with their designs.  The children 
have worked hard on these collages 
and are proud to show off their work.

Mrs Kennedy

The event is part of our comprehensive 

Able, Gifted and Talented programme, 

led by Mrs Bryson, which encourages 

children to aim high in school and 

beyond.

The carousel included careers ranging 

from accountant, dentist, fireman and 

optician to vet, railway engineer, radio 

presenter and magistrate. 

Our children had carefully prepared 

questions for our visitors about their job 

role, covering: how they got to where 

they are now; what skills they use on a 

daily basis; what they enjoy most about 

their career and much more.

Student ambassadors from Teesside 

University were also on hand to give 

first hand advice on studying locally 

at university.

Many thanks to our friends at 

Sembcorp, Wilton, Tindles LLP, Metro 

Radio, Oaklands Veterinary Centre, 

Alpha Dental Studio, Cleveland Fire 

Brigade, Henderson Opticians and 

Teesside University for their support.

We look forward to sharing our future 

AG&T adventures with you.

Mrs Bryson

Aspire2Be
Prep children in Years 3-6 loved meeting people from the world of work yesterday, when 
our Aspire2Be event rolled into the Prep Hall for the first 
time.
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Visit from Mr 
Havis

Nursery and Reception children 
would like to say a big ‘thank you’ 
to Mr Havis who came to talk to the 
children about how cars are made. 

The children watched a video about 
Nissan and how their cars are 
designed and built. They then asked 
Mr Havis lots of questions about 
how cars can be made in different 
colours. Mr Havis also showed the 
children his electric car, they looked 
at how the car battery is charged to 
make it very eco-friendly.

Mrs Hannah and Mrs Clapton

Year 5 Slam Poetry
Following on from the ‘Aspire2Be’ event last week, pupils in 
Year 5 and 6 have been writing their own slam poetry using 
other poets’ work as inspiration. 

Some of these poems included: What d’ya want to be by Wilf, What will I be when 

I grow up by James Carter and I wanna be a star by Tom Mitton. Pupils thought 

carefully about the features required to write a slam poem, whilst also applying 

their success criteria. Pupils had lots of fun presenting these to their peers. 

I wanna be a doctor.

I wanna cure peoples’ aches.

I wanna be a doctor and cure peoples’ breaks.

I say yeah yeah yeah.

I wanna be a doctor.

I wanna be a doctor.

My white coat will gleam.

I say yeah yeah yeah.

I wanna be...a doctor!

Holly

I wanna be a star.

Maybe drive a flash car.

Rich is where I’ll go.

Or maybe I’ll take it slow.

I wanna be a hit.

I wanna be it.

Maybe be on TV.

Sounds like a great life to me.

Amelia

Year 3 Writing 

Instructions
This week, Year 3 children have been 

finding out what makes a good set of 

instructions. 

Initially, they followed a set of 

instructions for making a ladybird 

biscuit which, unbeknown to them, 

were jumbled and unclear. This made 

for cross faces from the children! 

However, all ended well as from this 

the children learnt the key features of 

instruction writing. 

Here they are following their own 

chronologically ordered and clear sets 

of instructions for making a smiley 

faced biscuit. Happiness was restored.

Mrs Peacock

Young Genius Club
Mrs Conroy tasked our Senior School Young Genius Club members to write up a 
journalistic style review after their recent visit to Butterfly World at Preston Park.
On Tuesday 9th of October, those of us in the Young Genius 
Club went on a trip to Butterfly World to study some 
of the butterflies there. We headed into the big, warm, 
conservatory-like room and were stunned at almost 
immediately seeing an enormous amount of flapping wings 
just metres away from us. After looking around the hot room 
we went into a smaller room filled with meerkats and tonnes 
of reptiles and ants in a huge trail built specifically for them! 
My favourite part was the fish that we saw, some of them 
were huge! We even got to feed them some fish treats.

Anastasia

On Tuesday 9th October, Mrs Conroy’s Young Genius 
Club went to Butterfly World at Preston Park. We were 
photographing for a competition amongst us. We saw: 
big fish, little fish, babies and adults; colourful butterflies, 
hatching butterflies; sleeping ants, working ants; slithery, 
slimy, scaly, sleepy reptiles and energetic meerkats. We 
interacted with the butterflies by letting them land on us. We 
also fed the fish and the meerkats. Then we had a picnic and 
headed back home. 

Dylan

Understanding the work of Jackson Pollock
Year 3/4 have been exploring the 

artwork of Jackson Pollock.  Nya felt 

inspired by the images and instantly 

began talking about how we could 

use this style of art to create volcanic 

images.  Harry thought carefully about 

how the different images made him feel.  

Miles was very enthusiastic, claiming 

he felt like a wizard and his paintbrush 

was a magic wand!
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DofE expedition
Last weekend saw the start of our 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award. 

From the very start of the day the 
groups showed great teamwork 
and navigation skills to direct 
themselves around their route. 

They enjoyed the freedom of their 
self-led walk up to Roseberry 
Topping, in turn finishing the route 
in record time. 

Well done to all; a great start to 
your Bronze Award, showing much 
promise. 

Julia Hopkins

Visit from 
a door to 
door poet
On Monday 1 October, 

Teesside High School 

welcomed Rowan McCabe to speak to students in the 

Senior School as part of a week of poetry activities 

coinciding with National Poetry Day.

English Literature students in Year 12 

and 13 had the opportunity to meet 

Rowan personally, and asked him about 

his experiences and challenges as the 

only door to door poet in the world.

We enjoyed hearing his perspectives 

on the universality of poetry, and how 

it can be adapted for the modern world 

and people who have not had the 

opportunity to gain cultural knowledge.

 He described how he visited deprived 

areas in the North East, and how his 

preconceptions were often dispelled 

when he met the residents, and wrote 

poems for them on a broad range of 

topics.

He discussed the difficulties he faced 

in his atypical profession, from lacking 

inspiration to negative reactions from 

the locals in some areas, and not 

feeling qualified to write about certain 

controversial or sensitive topics. 

However he assured us that he found 

being a poet very fulfilling.

We found Rowan’s visit informative 

and enlightening and we are grateful 

that he was able to come and talk to us 

in-between running workshops in the 

Senior School.

Sophie Bennett (Year 13)

Freestyle Fitness Yoga
We are delighted to invite you to 
take part in a unique Freestyle 
Fitness Yoga programme, which will 
run for five weeks from Monday 12 

November.

Freestyle Fitness Yoga incorporates 
stretch, strength and Yoga positions 
and the benefits of the class are 
far reaching; including enhanced 
feelings of well-being, improved sleep 
patterns and increased strength and 
flexibility.

The class will be held in the Prep 
School Hall on Monday evenings 
from 5.00pm-6.00pm. We are happy 
to provide complementary Tea Club 
provision during this time for any 

parents who would like to take part.

The cost of the course is £25.00 for 
five weeks and this should be paid in 
advance via ParentPay (THS parents). 
Those without access to ParentPay 
are invited to pay using cash/cheque 
to the school office.

Mrs Sackville-Bryant, who will 
be running the classes, is happy 
to answer any questions you may 
have. Please use the contact email 
jobryant11@aol.com to register or 
get in touch.

Senior School Winter 
Games Captains
The following students have been appointed Captains of 
our 2018-19 Winter Sports. Well done to the following:

Hockey 

U12A Gracie Smith 

U12B Anastasia Bell 

U13A Ava Barber 

U13B Charlotte Sowerby 

U14 Lily Williams 

U16 Lexi Gaskin 

U13 Will Manders 

U14 Max Leonard

U15 Yash Vagadia 

U16 Gregor Wilson

Netball 

7A Alexandra Flint 

7B Emmeline McGloin

8A Abi Loveridge 

8B Phoebe Anderson 

9A Mazie McKenna

9B Jess Whelpton 

10A Lexie Bonas

10B Marnie Smith 

11A Eleanor Crame

11B Laura Sowerby 

U19 Catherine Hewitt 

Rugby 

U13 Finn Noott

U15 Marcus Hanly-Keenan 

Miss Turnbull

Drake the Bookshop
Year 7 students were treated with a 
visit from Richard Drake earlier this 
week.

Mr Drake is the owner of the fantastic 
Drake the Bookshop in Stockton. 

He entertained the students as well as 
inspiring them about the benefits of 
reading.

What’s more he brought in a selection 
of new books all signed by their 
authors!

Mr Drake has supported a number of 
events within school and we are very 
grateful for his time once again.

Mrs Hancock
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THiS Week photo gallery

Thank you to our writing volunteers in Year 1, Martha, Felix and Lyla, who kindly helped Miss Hockney announce the winner of the school 
Fireworks Display competition! See our Facebook page for the big reveal...

Louisa in Year 2 received a gold medal at the 
League 2000 Cycling Awards last weekend, 
after finishing top of all girls in the 6 years 
and under league!

Prep children hosted an excellent Harvest 
Festival assembly last week. Many thanks 
to Reverend Sylvia Wilson for coming along 
and providing our Harvest prayer.

Anna in Year 8 has been making and selling 
slime at her very own Prep School stall to 
raise money for Macmillan Cancer Support. 

Please do spend some time over the half 
term break making some poppies for our 
Main Hall display. We appreciate your 
support in creating a display fitting for our 
commemoration service.

Year 7 Latin students have been dressing as Romans while they investigate the sometimes 
bizarre ingredients of ancient cosmetics and skincare. 

Anastasia in Year 7 won a gold medal at 
the Catterick Area Judo Competition last 
weekend. 

Year 3 and 4 pupils are enjoying their weekly session receiving professional tennis coaching 
at Tennis World, Middlesbrough.

Darcey-Rue competed in various dance 
competitions and came away with some 
excellent results, including 2nd in her lyrical 
dance and 2nd in her troupe dance. 

September’s Open Day was one of our 
busiest to date. Many thanks to all who 
helped us raise over £350 for Macmillan 
Cancer Support through our coffee morning.

Look what David found on Wednesday 
lunchtime...a little toad enjoying our 
grounds just as much as our students do!

Ella in Year 9 was awarded her Royal School 
of Church Music Bronze Award at Durham 
Cathedral on Saturday. What a star!

We are enjoying watching our beautiful grounds change as the season progresses. These 
pictures were taken by Miss Hockney on a particularly lovely Thursday morning.
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U14 Hockey
Another determined performance 
saw the U14 girls come away with a 
2-1 win against a good Durham side 
earlier this week. 

Maia was exceptional upfront, 
scoring both goals, and our 
defenders worked hard alongside 
Phoebe in goal, who made some 
outstanding saves to keep us ahead. 

It was nice to see Emily have her 
first run out for this team, alongside 
Olivia, who was playing in only her 
second 11-a-side game. 

Miss Turnbull

U16 Rugby
Our U16 7-a-side rugby 
team enjoyed a fine victory 
over Ingleby Manor on 
Wednesday evening.  

Several of the boys concerned have 

chosen rugby football as one of their 

specialist sports for GCSE and the 

match provided a great opportunity for 

the boys to show off their skills as video 

evidence for their practical GCSE grade.  

The THS boys in fact proved too strong 

for the opposition and ran out winners 

by 52 points to nil.  

In this short format of the game there 

is no place to hide and all seven boys 

contributed to a fine performance.  

Toby, an outstanding footballer, once 

again showed his excellent rugby skills 

in an excellent individual performance, 

his running and accurate passing 

causing the Ingleby boys real problems.  

There was no stopping Alfie, again 

tremendous running strength with fine 

handling skills.  

The two were well backed up by the 

strength of Ben and the enthusiastic 

running and handling of Joe, Gregor, 

Harry and Lakhveir, who probably had 

his best game yet for the school.

Mr Still and Mr Thomas

U18 
Football vs 
Polam
The U18s had their first 

football game of the year 

away to Polam on Tuesday 

evening. 

A strong team took to the field but, with 

arriving late and starting without time 

for a warm up, it took some time for the 

boys to get into the game. 

A few early goals for the home side 

left THS 3-0 down in the opening 10 

minutes. If not for some wonder saves 

from our only Y10 boy, Harry G,  the 

score may have been many more.

A comical error by Polam led to the first 

goal for THS, but was the comeback on? 

Probably not. Half time came around 

and the scoreline read 5-1 to Polam. 

After a dentist appointment, Josh 

arrived at half time and added some 

strength in the midfield and worked 

tirelessly for the cause. Some great skill 

from Harry D and some neat play from 

Lakhveir led to a penalty for the away 

team. Lakhveir slotting in bottom left in 

his calm manner. 

Half way through the second half, our 

captain Max picked up the ball and 

produced a ‘Xabi Alonso’ special from 

our own half. From the moment it 

left his boot it was only ever destined 

for the top right corner. One he will 

remember, I’m sure! 

Tireless work from Max, Jon and Alfie 

saw the game get even closer. Brandon 

applying pressure on the defence led to 

yet another own goal. The score reading 

6-5 with 5 minutes left. THS had corner 

after corner with great deliveries and 

pressure on the Polam keeper. A great 

move down the left hand side and a 

perfectly weighted ball for Max saw 

Lakhveir have the final chance. After 

save from the keeper, ball rolled across 

the line only to hit the post and get 

cleared.

A great game and I am really impressed 

with all those who were committed 

and played in what turned out to be a 

fantastic game of football. Man of the 

Match performances from Harry D and 

Harry G.

Mr Thomas

U14 Hockey
Our U14A team was made to 
work hard against Red House and 
came away pleased with their 3-1 
win. The B team game was super 
competitive from both sides and 
finished 1-1.

Tennis success
Tanya in Year 10 secured a super 
impressive first place at the 
Hertfordshire Tennis Open last 
weekend. Well done from all at THS.

Miss Turnbull

U12 Hockey
Strong performances from our U12 
girls resulted in two good results 
against Macmillan, 5-0 for the A 
team and a goalless draw for the B 
team.

Miss Turnbull

U15 Rugby
Our U15 rugby side got off to the 
best possible start with a 40 points 
to 15 victory over Red House 
School.

The THS boys could not have 
started better when Marcus fielded 
the opening Red House kick off and 
ran through to score the opening 
try.  His strong running was to 
cause the Red House defence all 
kinds of problems during the 
match and he finished scoring five 
excellent tries.  He combined well 
with Calum who added three more 
to the THS total.

Two players don’t make a team 
however, and there was excellent 
support from Isaac, Dominic and 
Euan, who all made their mark.  
Max continues to show great 
promise, showing good technique 
at the breakdown situation.  Austin 
continues to improve whilst Milo 
and Sam both contributed to the 
final victory; Sam unfortunately 
going off injured at half time.  

Perhaps the most encouraging 
performance of the match was that 
of Craig, who slotted in at scrum 
half and combined really well with 
Calum.

It was a sound team performance.  

Well done, boys.

 Mr Still
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