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Welcome
A warm welcome to parents and families, particularly 
those new to Teesside High School, in this, our first 
newsletter of the autumn term.
We have made an excellent start to the new academic year, 
maintaining the momentum we now come to expect from our 
action-packed calendar. This week has seen trips and visits, 
preparations for residential adventures, community choir 
rehearsals (you can read more about THS Voices within!), 
competitive sports fixtures and opportunities for staff and 
the Senior Team to meet new parents to both the Prep School, 
Senior School and Sixth Form.

With a large number of new faces to School, it has been 
particularly rewarding to see our children settle in, make 
friends and tackle their new daily routines with commitment 
and enthusiasm. 

I have now turned my attention to two exciting events in 
the calendar - our Family Fireworks Evening on Monday 5 

November and 
Friends of THS 
Christmas Fayre 
on Thursday 6 
December. If any 
parents feel they 
can help towards 
organising these 
events, I am keen to hear from you and discuss how we can 
work together to drive this element of our PTA forward.

I look forward to seeing you at our Open Day tomorrow and 
at various events in the weeks ahead.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head
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What is friendship?
Girls in Year 8 have been exploring 

friendship in their PHSE lessons this 

week; in particular, what makes a good 

friend.  The girls have discussed how to 

resolve friendship issues and how they 

can each be the best possible friend 

they can be. We enjoyed using the 

grounds for our ‘What is friendship...?’ 

photoshoot! 

Mrs Connor
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Year 6 Solar 
Investigation

As part of their IPC learning, Year 
6 pupils have been thinking about 
solar panels. The pupils wanted 
to investigate whether or not the 
School’s solar panels had been 
positioned in the best place when 
they were installed, or whether 
they could have been placed 
elsewhere - for example, on the 
dining room roof facing south-east.

The pupils had to consider the track 
of the sun as it rises in the east and 
sets in the west, and the direction 
in which the existing solar panels 
face. Of course, they had to learn 
how to use a field compass first! We 
are pleased to report that the solar 
panels positioned on the Senior 
School building facing south-west 
are in the optimum position for 
energy generation, as they line up 
virtually parallel with the sun’s line 
of travel over the course of the day.

Mr Griffiths

Year 1 
and 2 
Celebration
The children in Year 1 and 
2 had great fun hosting a 
party for their parents and 
grandparents to celebrate 
the start of the new school 
year, planned as part of the 
entry point for their IPC 
topic Let’s Celebrate.  

Having made their own invitations, the 

children had to think about the sorts 

of decisions that were needed to host a 

party and, as such, decided on the food 

that would be served, the activities that 

would be prepared and the decorations 

that would be created.  

The children did a fantastic job and 

parents and families were treated 

to some delicious homemade cakes, 

among other tasty snacks, and everyone 

enjoyed making colourful bookmarks.  

Of course, no party would be complete 

without some dancing and so the 

children enjoyed dancing with their 

friends and family.  

This was a lovely way to start our new 

unit and we hope that all of our visitors 

enjoyed it as much as the children (and 

staff!).

Mrs Kennedy

Watching staff at work!
Nursery and Reception children had an 

exciting playtime yesterday morning 

as they were able to watch the School 

Caretakers cut branches off the tree 

outside of the Prep School.

It was very exciting; our pupils clapped 

and cheered as the caretakers cut down 

each branch, calling out “one more, one 

more!”

Mrs Hannah

Making solar ovens
This week, pupils in Year 5 have 

investigated how solar ovens work; 

creating their own using pizza boxes, 

aluminium foil, cling film, black 

card and newspaper. Through this 

experiment, they were able to direct 

heat energy from the sun through the 

clear plastic film using the aluminium 

foil. Once the heat was inside the 

pizza box, the black card absorbed the 

heat energy and the air temperature 

within the pizza box rose. Pupils then 

researched how solar ovens change 

lives in developing countries. 

Mrs Bryson

I’ll take you to Mrs Cole
This week, children in Year 3 have been enjoying Michael 
Foreman’s funny and touching book, I’ll take you to Mrs 
Cole. This has culminated in them writing their own 
versions of this story. 

I am sure you will enjoy and be amused 
by these extracts of the children’s 
stories and, of course, notice the high 
standard of punctuation throughout.

One day when I was playing football in 
the front room I smashed the lamp down. 
CRASH! The lamp shattered all over the 
place. Mum dashed in to the room and 
shouted ‘If you are naughty I will take 
you to Mrs Ellis.’

Seb

When I was playing with Flopsy and my 
mum was at work I accidentally kicked 
her and she had to go to the vets. Mum 
shouted ‘Next time you are naughty you 
are going to Jeremy’s house!’ Jeremy was 

a scary man who lived down the road.

Esther

He might feed children to wolves or tie 
them to chairs! Perhaps he would lock 
me in a smelly, dark dungeon.

Charlie

I walked to Mr Dickenson’s with my head 
down. I stood at the door. Mr Dickenson 
opened it and said warmly, ‘Better come 
in, little boy.’ I did. It was awesome! Now 
I don’t want to leave and I’ll ask mum to 
take me back to Mr Dickenson’s!

Luke

Mrs Peacock

Aspire2Be
As part of our Prep School Able, Gifted 
and Talented (AG&T) programme, we 
have organised a fantastic opportunity 
for pupils in Years 3-6 to learn first 
hand about a range of exciting and 
aspirational careers.

On Thursday 11 October, we will host 
visitors from careers in engineering, 
accounting, veterinary science, 
dentistry, teaching and the criminal 
justice system. Our children will be 
tasked with speaking to each visitor 
and spending time focusing on what 
they ‘Aspire2Be’. 

Mrs Bryson
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THS Voices
Staff, parents, grandparents, 

families, local community – we 

need YOU!

We are delighted to have launched 

a new community singing group in 

Eaglescliffe.

Mrs Shevels, our Director of Music, 

leads rehearsals, which take place 

every three weeks in the Prep Hall. 

Everyone is welcome.

This is the perfect chance to get all 

of the benefits and mental well-

being of singing in a group, of which 

there are many. 

We would love for you to join 

us – please email lshevels@

teessidehigh.co.uk to register an 

interest or drop in to one of our 

rehearsal times:

Monday 15 October, 4.30pm-

6.00pm

Monday 19 November, 4.30pm-

6.00pm

LAMDA 
Results
Our students have achieved 
an array of incredible 
results in their summer 
London Academy of Music 
and Dramatic Art (LAMDA) 
examinations.
Of all entries, 41 achieved a Distinction, 
5 a Merit and 1 a Pass.

A special mention must be made of 
Rosa (pictured), who recently returned 
to School in Year 8. Rosa gave a flawless 

performance in her Grade 2 Verse 
and Prose examination and received a 
100% score from judges.

Congratulations also to:

Five Star Award
Our wonderful catering team have 

once again secured a five star Food 

Hygiene Rating following a visit from 

the local authority inspection team 

earlier this month.

The inspection covers a number 

of food hygiene compliance issues, 

particularly around the handling of 

food, how food is stored, prepared and 

cooked, the cleanliness of our facilities 

and how food safety is managed in 

School.

A five star rating is at the very top of 

the scale, confirming that our food 

hygeine standards are very good and 

that we fully comply with every aspect 

of food hygiene law. 

An excellent affirmation of our 

catering service!

Mr Herbert

Year 5/6 English
Pupils in Year 5 and 6 have been busy measuring wind speeds using homemade 
anemometers at different locations around the school grounds to investigate the ideal area 
for a wind turbine.
Following this, pupils have been using the facts that they 
know about wind turbines to write persuasive letters to 
the local community, trying to get them to support the idea 
of having a turbine installed on the school grounds. Pupils 
looked at a range of persuasive letters, identified their 
features and created their own writing toolkits. 

Dear whom it may concern,

My name is Oliver and I am a Year 6 pupil at Teesside High 
School. I am writing to you today to inform you that a wind 
farm company have asked us to build a turbine on our land.

Obviously, you know that a wind turbine would be good for our 
environment. They reduce greenhouse gases and save money 
on our electricity bills.

I think that it would look amazing and there is no proof that 
they cause illnesses. I hope after reading this letter that you 
will help us to become an eco-friendly school. Will you help us 
to achieve this?

Thank you for reading my letter and I hope to hear from you 
soon.

Yours sincerely, 

Oliver 

Dear whom it may concern, 

I am a pupil at Teesside High School. A wind turbine company 
have written to us with a proposal to use our grounds for a 
wind turbine.

The reason that we are considering this idea is because it is 
eco-friendly for the planet and it will help to stop the ice caps 
from melting. Scientists believe that they will melt in forty 
years!

Surely, you know that it would be good for the environment 
because greenhouse gases would be lowered. Although some 
people argue about the health problems of having turbines, it 
has never been proven.

Thank you very much for reading my letter. I hope that I 
change your mind.

Yours sincerely,

James 

Mrs Bryson

Amelie Evans de Launay Distinction

Roxi Hall Introductory  Distinction

Louisa Palmer  Distinction

Gideon Green  Distinction

Abigail Egbo  Distinction

Darcey-Rue Richardson Distinction

Sophia Egbo  Distinction

Eshel Haroon  Distinction

Luke Palmer  Distinction

Amaja Waters  Distinction

Ben Pumphrey  Distinction

Anisa Ditta  Distinction

Dacil Waters  Distinction

Evie Cawthorne  Distinction

Miles Carey  Distinction

Nya Harriman  Distinction

Ivy Rennison  Distinction

Sebastian Sackville-Bryant Distinction

Olivia Smith  Distinction

Cas Prince  Distinction

Megan Manders  Distinction

Oliver Warrior  Distinction

Matthew Fothergill Distinction

Austin Eley  Merit

Oliver Mash  Distinction

Rohan Vagadia  Distinction

Isobel Pumphrey   Pass

David Wattsford  Distinction

Ben Wattsford  Distinction

Emily Fothergill  Distinction

Emmeline McGloin  Distinction

Alexandra Flint  Distinction

Elisa Holden  Distinction

Matty Boal  Merit

Sukhi Yatham  Merit 

Abigail Loveridge  Distinction

Finn Noott  Distinction

Charlotte Sowerby  Distinction

Rosa   Distinction

Dylan Richardson  Distinction

Becky Poppitt  Distinction

Rachael Turner  Merit 

Henry Scothon  Distinction

Yash Vagadia  Distinction

Charlie Loveridge  Distinction

John McDonald  Merit 

Emily Sackville-Bryant Distinction
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European 
Languages Week

This week we have enjoyed holding 
THS European Languages Week, 
which coincides with European Day 
of Languages on Wednesday 26 
September.

This week provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the spread and 
diversity of languages across the 
whole of Europe. 

The week started with a fascinating 
assembly explaining why it is so 
important to learn languages, and 
all week students have taken part 
in a variety of follow-up activities, 
such as learning Russian, Spanish 
and Italian and trying to work out 
many different greetings from 
European countries. They have 
completed daily lunchtime quizzes, 
eaten themed lunches and all staff 
have been digging out their almost 
forgotten and sometimes well-
hidden linguistic skills. The week 
culminated in the ‘Great Teesside 
High Languages Bake Off’ and these 
cakes will be on show on Open 
Day tomorrow. Finally, to put into 
practice what we preach, the MFL 
Department is also offering an 
exciting trip to Paris next May to 
experience the French language and 
culture first hand!

It is very gratifying to see the 
enthusiasm both students and staff 
have shown towards the event and 
we hope that many will be inspired 
by the many activities on offer.

Mrs Blyth

Kokomo 
Exchange 
Report
The exchange to Kokomo, 
Indiana, for 2016-2018 was 
completed on Monday 9 
July, just as students were 
starting the first week of their summer holiday.  Twelve 
students from Teesside High School hosted fourteen 
students from Kokomo High School and the American 
students experienced a wide range of activities and 
experiences during their stay here. 
Our visiting students spend a total of 
six days in School, experiencing lessons 
in Year 9 and 10.  Their feedback 
was extremely positive; with the 
main difference being in the variety 
of activities they experienced in our 
lessons.  They loved the interactivity of 
the teaching, including outdoor lessons 
and working with iPads; something 
they do not experience in Kokomo.  The 
level of support and guidance given by 
teachers was also completely different 
and the American students noticed how 
much independent study they have 
to complete in comparison to British 
students. 

Other differences that were noted was 
the distance travelled to school, the 
quality and variety of food in our Dining 
Hall (which they said was much better 
than their school!) and the length of our 

lunch time, which they appreciated as 
a time to participate in co-curricular 
activities.

Our visitors took part in a range of 
visits including to Edinburgh, York, 
Beamish Museum, Flamingo Land and 
Seaton Carew.  Families also took their 
Kokomo student further afield, with 
individual trips to London, Glasgow, the 
Lake District and Manchester. 

Our exchange programme offers an 
exciting and unique opportunity to 
experience life in a new city and school 
first hand, to form new and lasting 
friendships, to learn tolerance and 
acceptance and share in a range of fun 
activities. Mrs Casey will begin plans 
for the next exchange (2019-2021) in 
the coming weeks and this opportunity 
will be open to students in Year 9 and 
above.

New House System
We are delighted to give a nod to 
Teesside High School’s rich history 
with our new House names; Victoria 

(Queen Victoria High School), 
Cleveland (pupils pictured - The 
Cleveland School) and Woodside 

(Woodside Hall - the building in which 
the two schools were housed on our 
grounds.) 

Senior and Sixth Form students have 
enjoyed teambuilding tasks in their 
first House meetings and are now 
exploring ideas for House mottos and 
logos, whilst Prep pupils are already 
beginning to compete for House 
points in their grand totaliser in the 
Prep Atrium!

We have a busy schedule of 
competitions planned for the coming 
year - watch this space.

Music Examination 
Results
Our latest round of music examination results are 
outstanding. Well done to:

London College of Music (LCM) Pop 
Vocal 
 
Catherine Hewitt - Grade 8 - Merit 
Millie Holmes - Grade 6 - Distinction 
Harry Gates - Grade 6 - Distinction 
Maia Bausor - Grade 6 - Merit 
Georgia Guest - Grade 6 - Pass 
Ross Clapton - Grade 5 - Merit 
Alice Spensley - Grade 4 - Distinction 
Alexandra Flint - Grade 2 - Merit 
Megan Manders - Grade 2 - Merit 
Cas Prince - Grade 1 - Distinction. 
 
LCM Jazz Woodwind 
 
Jenni Lee Orlopp - Grade 8 Clarinet - 
Merit 
Callum McLaine - Grade 7 Saxophone - 
Merit 
Rebecca Poppitt - Grade 3 Clarinet - 
Distinction 

Alexander Hartness - Grade 4 
Saxophone - Distinction 
Olivia Smith - Grade 2 Saxophone - 
Distinction 
Gracie Smith - Grade 4 Saxophone - 
Merit. 
 
Registry of Guitar Tutors (LCM) 
 
Luke Blackburn - Grade 1 Rock Guitar 
- Pass 
Oliver Warrior - Grade 1 Rock Guitar - 
Pass. 
 
ABRSM Piano 
 
Abbie Smith - Grade 6 - Merit 
Euan Wilson - Grade 5 - Merit 
Emmeline McGloin - Grade 3 - Merit 
Siri Musunuru - Grade 2 - Pass

Mrs Shevels

An Inspector Calls
In September, all of our Year 11 
students were lucky to catch a 
performance at York’s Theatre Royal of 
the much acclaimed National Theatre 
production of An Inspector Calls.

This is a set text for GCSE and had only 
a short run outside London, calling at 
just two provincial theatres. 

The production was powerful, 
sometimes funny and always 
thought-provoking. Seeing the play in 
performance will really support and 
enhance our students’ work in this area. 

As well as being a very enjoyable 
outing, our students’ behaviour was 
superb throughout the day. They were 
excellent ambassadors for Teesside 
High School. Thank you to all.

Mrs Hancock
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THiS Week photo gallery

Elsewhere in History, Year 10 students have 
been discussing political propaganda and 
producing manifestos for a 1919 German 
election.

Pre-Prep STEM Club has been very busy indeed! Pupils have been investigating basic STEM concepts over the past two weeks and faced a 
huge challenge when Mrs Clapton asked them to recreate the landmark Tower Bridge. Our wonderful team of 3-5 year olds read about how 
the bridge was built over 8 years and with 432 workers, before replicating the structure from scratch.

Prep and Senior students enjoyed their first 
session of British Sign Language after school 
club. It was a very tranquil session with 
hardly any talking!

Students new to Year 7 are getting stuck in 
with their practical Science lessons; they 
enjoyed examining stick insects up close in 
Biology this week.

THS Languages Week culminated in a delicious Bake Off competition on Friday, with fantastic entries from students across year groups in the 
Senior School and Sixth Form. 

Sixth Form students were delighted to 
welcome back former Head Girl, Emma 
Kiczma Walsh, to Teesside High School 
recently, to discuss routes into Law. 

Our lunchtime menus also reflected our theme of the week, with students enjoying chicken and chorizo paella, Spanish omelette and 
decorated treats on Wednesday. An Italian menu followed on Friday, with lasagne, pizza and spaghetti and meatballs.

Mrs Blyth even managed to squeeze in A 
Beginners Guide to Russian.

The daily languages quiz has proved an excellent source of competition - with topics 
ranging from landmarks, flags, famous people, food and ‘how to say hello’!

Who says History can’t be part of the future? 
Digital learning at its finest in Mrs Casey’s 
classroom this week.

Messy Play Club is a popular addition to our 
autumn term co-curricular offering in the 
Prep School!

THS Languages Week
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Prep Sport 

Fixtures
Our Year 5 and 6 girls are 

thoroughly enjoying their Friday 

fixtures. 

Last week, they played hockey 

against Queen Mary’s School, 

Thirsk. 

All girls were given the opportunity 

to play and there was obvious 

progress from the week previous. 

Both games were super competitive 

but, most of all, everyone had fun! 

Many thanks to those who came to 

support us in the rain, it was much 

appreciated.

Miss Turnbull

U13 Rugby 
- Yarm 
Invitational 
Our U13 Rugby team 
played their first round 
of rugby fixtures last 
Monday evening taking part in Yarm School’s Invitational 
Tournament. They played four matches, winning two and 
losing two.
In their opening fixture they were 
very competitive but lost to Yarm’s A 
team. They soon rectified this with a 
convincing win over Yarm’s second 
string. A very competitive game against 
Red House followed with Red House 
scoring late in the game to ensure a 4-2 
victory. The THS boys finished strongly, 
defeating Egglescliffe 5-2. 

Our boys were well led by Finn who 
once again continued his high standard 
oif tackling that he set himself last 
season. He was very well supported 

by terrific performances from Will and 
Mattie who were outstanding for the 
THS team, with Charlie also featuring in 
every game. 

Dylan competed well until having to go 
off injured, and it was heartening to see 
promising performances from Matthew, 
Fraser and Dylan from Year 7.

It was an excellent evening of rugby and 
our boys certainly showed promise for 
matches to follow. 

Mr Thomas

Girls Netball
Our Year 7 and 9 girls played friendly 

matches against Argyle House early in 

the term 

It was a great opportunity to try out 

new combinations of players and 

positions in readiness for the new 

season.

Miss Hockborn

Year 9 Netball - Stockton District 
Our Year 9 girls showed 

some fantastic play 

at Stockton’s District 

Tournament on 

Wednesday evening. 

All of our games were 

really close and the 

tournament resulted 

in a three-way tie for 

first place. After goal 

difference was taken 

into consideration, the 

girls finished as runners 

up. A good start to the 

season!

POT -  Maia 

Miss Turnbull

U13 Boys Hockey
The U13 boys started the hockey season with a fixture 
away to Egglesclife School. Our Year 7 boys, who were 
playing in their first ever competitive game of hockey, were 
really excited. 

The B team game started well and 
there were some great defensive 
performances from Rajpal Singh in goal, 
Kamalveer Singh and Dylan Shehade. 
In attack both Joseph Good and James 
Breckon showed good stick skills to 
create some chances for the team. It 
was a good learning curve for the boys 
who, having now played their first game 
of hockey, understand a little more 
about what the sport is all about. 

The A team game was a much closer 
fixture with the score remaining at 
0-0 for a long period of the game. 
THS took the lead with a good team 
goal. Charlie Atkinson made some 

key saves but the pressure eventually 
let Egglescliffe score a couple of 
goals in quick succession. Some 
very strong performances from Finn 
Noot and WIll Manders ensured 
that the THS boys continued to put 
pressure on the opponents’ goal. 
Promising performances from Fraser 
Micklewright, George Danson, Matthew 
Boal and Dominic Carey showed that 
there is plenty more to come from this 
team and, with more game time and 
practice, they will undoubtedly improve 
throughout the season.

Well done boys on a good performance.

Mr Thomas

Calum in Year 10 made his debut for the 
Republic of Ireland’s U16 squad in their 
international fixture against Bulgaria earlier 
this month. The side won 4-2.

Well done to Lucy (Year 7), Rosie (Year 
10) and Hannah (Year 12) for successfully 
completing The Great Tees Run in Stockton 
earlier this term.

Ross and Max in Year 9 are continuing 
to excel in their mountain biking. They 
both competed in the Northern Downhill 
Mountain Bike Championships, securing 
first and third place respectively, and 
also placed 7th and 2nd in the Ard Moors 
Enduro, a four stage sprint featuring 30km 
of combined climbing and descent.
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