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Careers Convention
Our annual Careers Convention 

took place on Tuesday 29 January 

and, with a slightly new format and 

increased number of providers, 

proved a huge success for students 

and external agencies alike.

With the introduction of Morrisby 

this year, we have seen our Careers 

Information, Advice and Guidance 

(CIAG) at Teesside High School go 

from strength to strength and we 

pride ourselves on students being 

able to make informed decisions as 

they approach the end of their school 

journey. 

The Careers Convention saw a range 

of industries being represented; from 

banking and finance, architecture, 

teaching, engineering and law 

to clinical psychology, dentistry, 

performing arts, HM Forces, 

veterinary science and much more.

I am most grateful to the delegates 

who took time out of their busy day 

to support our event, and to the many 

parents and prospective families who 

were able to take advantage of an 

informative evening.

Miss Stephens

Welcome
I would be delighted if you could share with me your 
thoughts and ideas for future parental social events.
I believe passionately that engaging our parent community 
outside of school hours and creating a thriving PTA events 
calendar can only strengthen our school in the longer term.  
I would be grateful if you could complete the short survey 
issued earlier this week to enable us to shape our future 
event planning and provision.

Outside of our PTA efforts, it was pleasing to see so many 
local businesses and organisations come along to support our 
annual Careers Convention, which you can read more about 
below.

Encouraging our students to think broadly about their 
progression opportunities beyond Sixth Form remains high 

on our agenda 
and I am grateful 
to so many 
external agencies 
for enabling us 
to continue this 
work this week.

I hope you enjoy a 
wonderful weekend and I look forward to seeing you soon.

Best wishes,

Kirsty Mackenzie, Head
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Winter Woodland
Reception class are exploring the 
story We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
and were super excited to go on 
their very own bear hunt in the 
woods. 

They spent their Woodland School 
session finding bear prints in the 
leaves; they even said they heard a 
friendly growl!

Mrs Clapton

Nursery Busy Book 
Challenge
Last weekend the challenge for Nursery children in their 
Home Learning Busy Books was to create a colourful 
collage.  

This supported our work in school about ‘colour’.  The children very proudly 
brought some great collages to school to share with their friends.  Great work, 
Nursery.

Miss Hall

Prep French
Pupils in Prep have been learning 
about body parts in French this half 
term. 

They have been singing Heads, 
Shoulders, Knees and Toes! in French 
and learning that French word 
order is a little different, meaning 
colours go after the noun (body 
part). They have been describing 
monsters to practise this tricky 
rule!

Mrs Blyth

Road Safety Show
Children in EYFS and Pre-Prep enjoyed meeting the life-

sized Arnie the Armadillo in school earlier this week.

Arnie delivered a vitally important 

message to the children - about being 

safe whilst out and about near roads, 

and always holding an adult’s hand 

when crossing a road. 

In the interactive road safety show, 

some of the children showed Arnie how 

to behave when near a road.  

Thank you to Stockton Borough 

Council’s Road Safety Team for 

delivering the roadshow, the children 

loved practising how to cross the road 

safely on the mock zebra crossing!

Mrs Peacock

Virtuali-Tee
Pupils in Year 1 were fascinated with the Virtuali-Tee App. They enjoyed putting 

the augmented reality t-shirt on and bringing the anatomy to life. They particularly 

enjoyed the 360 degree mode where they were able to dive into the bloodstream, 

the small intestine and the lungs!

Mrs Bryson

Year 1 and 2 IPC
As part of their IPC unit, Year 1 and 2 
children discussed the kinds of birds 
that they would expect to see around 
school.  

The children explored the types of 
foods that can be used to attract birds 
and made bird feeders with lard, 
sunflower kernels, oats and popcorn. 
They then attached string and hung the 
bird feeders in the woods. We visited several days later to see if they could spot any 
birds feeding; what a shock they had! All that was left was the string they used to 
hang them up with. 

Mrs McCullagh
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Humorous Poetry by 
Year 3
Children in Year 3 have been reading and enjoying 
humorous poetry. They were then set the challenge of 
writing their own humorous poem on the theme of a 
creature in a supermarket that eats the teacher.

Year 3 hope you enjoy their humorous poems.  
It was just as she spoke when we smelt it,

A terrible stench of rotten meat.

Instead of wheels it had stinky feet,

It made me feel really ill,

It smelt like rotten pigswill.

Luke

It was just as she spoke when I smelt it,

When it opened his mouth, out came a 
massive roar.

Its monkey toe nails scratched along the 
floor,

Making me run for the door!

Esther

Mrs Peacock

Oriental Museum visit
Here, Bethea in Year 4 shares her report on the trip to 
Durham University’s Oriental Museum.
Meet the Mummy 

The Oriental Museum had a room with 
a real Egyptian mummy on display. We 
found out that she had a false arm and 
had died at the age of fifty to sixty. Since 
she came from Egypt, which is in Africa, 
she had black skin. We didn’t know she 
was a lady until we found out about her 
bones. She was born without an arm 
because they thought that she was so 
special so they kept part of her. She is 
now 3,550.

Weighing the heart ceremony

During this activity, we learned how 
bodies were mummified in Ancient Egypt 
and we had a go at mummifying Louis! 
We had to take the liver, lungs, intestines 
and stomach but left the heart for the 
after life. They covered him in salt and 
kept him there for forty days and forty 

nights and after they had took the salt 
off he smelt so they put perfume on him. 
He was also very wrinkly so they put 
a special cream on. They put a load of 
linen on him, from the bottom to the 
top. After we had actually mummified 
Louis we sent him to the gods. One of 
the meanest gods were named Ahmet 
the devour who eats the Pharaoh’s heart 
if he/she tells lies. The heart would be 
weighed against an ostrich feather and 
the heart did get eaten by a crocodile, 
Ahmet the devour. 

Museum trail

When we went in the room we found 
what the Ancient Egyptians wore and 
what they had for jewellery. Most of their 
clothes were made from linen. The rich 
men got shirts and trousers but the poor 
wore special shorts/trousers and no 
t-shirts. Some of the jewellery went on 
your head like the one Cleopatra wore. 
We had to translate some hieroglyphs. 
We found out about lots of gods like 
Horus. There were some dolls which were 
for the pharaohs for the afterlife and they 
were called shabti dolls. We had a look at 
how they had made their houses. Most of 
the houses were made out of mud bricks.

At the end of the trip we said goodbye to 
the lady who showed us around. I hope 
you like my report and will soon visit the 
Oriental Museum.

Bethea, Year 4

Water Pollution
As part of our new International 
Primary Curriculum unit Water for 
Everyone, pupils in Year 6 have been 
designing and creating resources that 
they could use to teach the pupils in 
Year 1 and 2 all about different forms 
of water pollution.

Some of the pupils created comic 
strips whilst other created posters or 
pieces of artwork. 

Peer tutoring then took place with 
both sets of students gaining much 
from the process. 

Mr Griffiths

Making Things Go 

One of our parents, Mr Fothergill, 

was welcomed into Year 5 and 6 

last week to support a previous IPC 

unit, Making Things Go. 

Mr Fothergill shared his wealth of 

knowledge on wind turbines and 

demonstrated how they work using 

a model created by a student at 

Teesside University. 

Thank you to Mr Fothergill for an 

interesting presentation and for 

giving up your free time to come 

and speak to us.

Mrs Bryson

Year 5 IPC
Year 5 shared their IPC 

learning with Year 3 earlier 

this week, presenting 

information about water 

pollution, treatment and 

the water cycle. 

They gave speeches to the whole class, 

then spoke to the children individually 

to share their work and answer 

questions.  Year 5 were excellent 

presenters and worked hard to explain 

some of the more tricky vocabulary 

with our younger students.  

Year 3 were such an attentive audience 

and challenged the older students by 

asking some very complex questions 

about how long certain materials take 

to degrade in the ocean. 

Mrs Shevels

Year 2 Poetry
Year 2 children have been learning 
about senses poetry in English, 
taking inspiration from ‘our world’ 
as this fits perfectly with our 
current IPC topic.  Here is Will’s 
poem.  You can find all of the poems 
on our class blog or on display in 
the Year 2 classroom.

Our World

I see a dark night as dark as coal.

I see long birds flying over my head 
as tall as a tree.

I see a red fox as red as an apple.

I see snow as white as a polar bear.

I see a tree as tall as a mountain 
range.

I see a squirrel in the snow.

I see a dark bird in the snow.

I see a majestic deer.

Mrs Kennedy
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Rick Laxton Workshop
On Saturday 26 January, four of our AS-level Drama group 

visited York for a workshop by casting director Rick 

Laxton.
The students were coached in performance skills through 

scripted mock TV auditions. The day covered audition 

techniques and tips through a Q&A session with Laxton 

himself and the group was able to perform with people from 

various different areas of the country in paired activities. 

The students undertook various different acting-based 

games to further develop their performance skills and their 

understanding 

of the audition 

process. 

We really enjoyed the day and the students very much felt 

that they came away with a greater understanding of how to 

approach TV acting work and performances in general.

Mrs Saxton

Make your mark on our 
whole school Art
During Open Day, we challenged our visiting pupils to make 
their mark on our whole school Art!
Ably assisted by Dylan, Grace, Lucy 

and Rachel in Year 7, we think what 

they have created will brighten up our 

corridors wonderfully.

Thank you to all who came along to 
contribute and learn more about Art at 
Teesside High School.

Mrs Machan Erin excels as
pantomime lead 

Erin in Year 11 has just completed 
seven performances at Hartlepool 
Town Hall of the pantomime Dick 
Whittington. 

Erin has been dancing since she was 
three years old and this was her 13th 
pantomime. 

Over 120 dancers attend Seaton 
Academy of Dance and took part in the 
show that ran for six nights to sell out 
audiences.

Erin played one of the main parts, her 
first after 13 years of being part of the 
dance troupes.

Well done, Erin.

The work of an MFL Subject Prefect
Georgia is a Year 12 student who 

works as a Subject Prefect for German, 

one of her A-level choices.

 Subject Prefects assist their chosen 

department in a variety of ways, and 

Georgia has certainly been an asset to 

me. 

Every week she comes into my Year 

7 beginners’ class and helps students 

in a variety of ways, particularly with 

speaking practice and pronunciation. 

In addition, she coaches pupils who 

have joined us mid-term and need a 

little bit of assistance with catching 

up. 

Georgia has also been a great 

ambassador to the department at the 

Year 9 Option Evening and Sixth Form 

Open Evening. It is very enlightening 

for younger students to hear first-

hand what it is really like to study a 

language at either GCSE or indeed 

A-level. 

At our recent Open Day, Georgia also 

acted as a guide and found time to pop 

in to speak to parents and prospective 

pupils whilst tasting some cheese! 

Georgia’s work is greatly appreciated, 

and I am sure that all the other 

departments also value the time and 

effort their Prefects bring to their 

individual subject. 

Frau Waddoup

A meal fit for a teenager!
Last week saw Sadie in Year 10 
celebrate her 16th birthday, so as 
part of her extended learning, Sadie 
and Peta created a birthday meal fit 
for a teenager; dough balls, chicken 
parmesans with sweet potato 
fries and salad, chocolate orange 
cheesecake and mojito mocktails.  

A teenager’s daily requirements 
include; 40-50g of protein for growth 
and repair, carbohydrates for energy, 

vitamins, minerals and a small amount 

of fat. A teenage girl particularly needs 

iron, and vitamin C to help absorb 

iron. 

Whilst Sadie was happy to adapt the 

cheesecake recipe to include orange 

segments (a good source of vitamin C) 

she couldn’t be persuaded to replace 

the Terry’s segments altogether!

Mrs Foster
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U12 Netball
On Tuesday 29 January, our Under 

12 A and B teams played away 

against Egglescliffe School. 

The A team managed a fantastic 

15-2 victory; showcasing fantastic 

passing and a lot of great team 

work throughout. Congratulations 

to Layla Key, who was awarded Girl 

of the Game by the opposition. 

The B team demonstrated excellent 

spirit and not one player gave up in 

a sure 1-1 draw, but unfortunately 

in the last couple of minutes 

Egglescliffe scored again to finish 

the game 2-1. Congratulations to 

Emily who was awarded Girl of the 

Game this time around. 

Overall, the girls played very well 

indeed; they are coming on leaps 

and bounds. 

A special thank you and 

congratulations to Holly, Evie and 

Matilda in Year 6 who were chosen 

to play in the U12 fixture with the 

Senior girls. 

Miss Fenny

Regional 
National 
Schools 
Netball
Our Under 14s took part in 

the Regional National Schools Netball competition at the 

Beacon of Light in Sunderland last weekend.

The team, consisting of Mazie, Maia, 

Zara, Phoebe D, Melanie, Phoebe C 

and Isabelle together with Alexandra 

and Layla playing up from Year 7, 

endured seven rounds of matches 

against Whitburn Academy, Durham 

High School for Girls, Royal Grammar 

School (Newcastle), Red House School, 

The Duchess Community High School, 

Newcastle High School for Girls and 

Cramlington Learning Village. 

Captain of the team Mazie sustained 

an injury in the penultimate match and 

cheered the team on from the sidelines 

for their final game.

There was some fantastic netball played 

and a number of excellent wins on 

the day, but unfortunately we did not 

qualify for the next round. 

Well done girls, yet again you have been 

a credit to our school. 

Mrs McKenna

Catherine leads Elite 
Rhinos team to victory
Catherine in Year 12 is excelling in her 

out-of-school Netball endeavours.

Last weekend, she was chosen to 

captain the Leeds Rhinos U17 Elite 

Squad and helped the team secure a 

fantastic 54-27 win against Manchester 

Thunder.

The game was watched by England 

Netball coach Tracey Neville, who 

stayed behind to catch up with 

Catherine afterwards and offer her 

advice on what we are sure will be a 

very promising sporting future.

Well done from all at THS.

Miss Hopkins

House Cross Country Reminder
A reminder that, in just under two 
weeks on Thursday 14 February, our 
school Houses will go head to head 
in the annual House Cross Country 
Competition. 

All students will take part; either 
competitively for their respective 
House or in the ‘fun run’ to raise 
further House points. 

Miss Hopkins

It was mixed fortune for our 
U12 and U14 Netball teams on 
Wednesday as the U12s won their 
fixture against Red House 19-12, 
whilst the U14s lost 29-17.

Mrs McKenna

Prep Netball
I have been so proud watching 
the girls in Years 3-6 apply what 
they have been learning in lessons 
in their recent fixtures, notably 
the match against Junction Farm 
Primary School on Friday 18 
January. 

Both the U11 A and B teams 
showed excellent promise in two 
great victories for THS; 16-2 for 
the A team and 4-2 for the B team 
(pictured).

Well done to the girls awarded 
Player of the Match; Evie and Isobel.

Mrs Leighton

Republic of 
Ireland victory

Calum in Year 10 is making great 
strides with his international 
footballing career, once again 
representing the Ireland U16 
squad.

His team won their opening match 
of 2019 against Australia and 
Calum assisted both goals. 

The match was watched by a large 
crowd, including High Performance 
Director Ruud Dokter, Ireland 
Under-21 manager Stephen Kenny 
and U-17 head coach Colin O’Brien.

Mr Thomas
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THiS Week photo gallery

 

Our mask-making workshop in Drama went down a treat on Open Day, as you can see!

Year 9 are continuing to cook up a storm 
in the Food and Nutrition kitchen; this 
week they developed and created delicious 
chicken curries.

Reception class have been learning about 
voting and casting their own votes in a 
series of polls set by Mrs Clapton. Lola 
wanted to ask ‘Do you like lemons?’

A selection of Prep pupils visited Middlesbrough Magistrates’ Court this week as part of our 
AG&T programme. A courtroom was booked specifically so our students could role-play a 
court scenario with four magistrates. 

Budding architects hard at work in Nursery! This week, Mrs Conroy’s student 
ambassadors were taught how to use 
defibrillators as part of their First Aid 
course.

These beautiful pieces of work are examples of the resources created by Year 6 to teach 
younger pupils about the environmental issue of water pollution.

Year 9 students have been studying the 
effect of light intensity on photosynthesis.

The MFL Department knew just how to 
attract the most Open Day guests to their 
classroom - continental cheese tasting!

Heidi in Year 9 was recently acknowledged 
for her part in The Canal and River Trust’s 
‘Tees Barrage Seal Monitoring Report’ 
following her research last Spring.

Pop Up Science Club is proving a hit with Year 7. This week, students have been learning 
how to safely handle stick insects and researching how to care for sea monkeys.

Luke and Harry in Year 3 were selected to take part in a special visit to the Senior School 
Chicken Club due to their consistent hard work and excellent behaviour. They loved Danny 
the best!

Year 3 have been composing three note 
melodies on glockenspiels and singing 
songs about friendship in Music this week. 
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