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Welcome
We have lots to look forward to with a busy events calendar 
planned for the weeks and months ahead.

I would like to start by congratulating our Year 7 girls on a 
series of outstanding sporting successes. This week, the final 
league positions were announced and our girls secured the 
U12A County Hockey league title, the Year 7A District Netball 
title and, yesterday evening, emerged victorious in the U12 
Premiership Netball Final against Red House School.  The 
girls have demonstrated incredible talent, but also immense 
passion, motivation and teamwork and we are very proud of 
their achievements.

Elsewhere in school, rehearsals for next week’s A Night at 
the Musicals have stepped up and the cast will spend this 
weekend completing a full technical rehearsal in the Senior 
Hall.  I had a sneak glimpse of our Year 7 performance of 
School Song from Matilda the Musical this week and was 
hugely impressed; it promises to be a memorable evening, 
indeed.  Tickets are still on sale at Reception but will also be 
available on the door, priced at £4.00 per adult and £2.00 per 
child.  I do hope you are able to come along and show your 
support.

We continue to welcome lots of new faces to school and our 
calendar has been full to bursting with Taster Days recently.  I 
do hope all prospective pupils have enjoyed their time in our 

wonderful school; 
I look forward to 
seeing you again 
very soon.

Preparation for 
our upcoming 
ski trip to Pfunds, Austria, is also gathering pace, as well as 
plans for those travelling to Paris with Mrs Blyth in May.  The 
latter Parents’ Information Evening takes place on Monday 
in the Dining Hall, and is a must attend for all parents as we 
share the exciting itinerary for what is set to be a fantastic 
experience for our students.

Finally (I promise!), can I thank you for support in sharing 
news of the school’s 120th Anniversary Summer Fair, which 
takes place on Saturday 11 May?  We look forward to marking 
the foundation of our Former Students’ Association with a 
super fun family event with entertainment for all to enjoy.  
Many thanks to all who have been in touch to donate raffle 
prizes; we have been overwhelmed by your kindness.

With best wishes for a wonderful spring weekend.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head
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Easter postcard competition
Congratulations to Rachel Dale who 
was this week named the winner of our 
Year 7 Easter postcard competition. 

Using the skills learnt in our animals 
project, Rachel drew this lovely picture 
of a spring lamb.  

Entries were of a high standard with 
fabulous designs from many of our Year 

7 pupils.  A special mention should go 
to Tassy Bell, Kiyan Bayat, Joe Good and 
Emmeline McGloin for their wonderful 
entries. 

A display of the designs can be seen at 
the top of the art staircase.

Mrs Machan
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Training to be School Inspectors
The children in Year 3 have been 

taking on the role of School Inspectors 

and evaluating Hogwarts School of 

Witchcraft and Wizardry. 

In order to obtain a comprehensive 

picture of the school, they 

enthusiastically watched clips of The 

Philosopher’s Stone.   

The children’s inspection reports were 

very accurate and showed a good 

understanding of the features of non-

chronological reports.

This school is good overall with what 

the pupils get taught but there are 

some things that need improving like 

the behaviour of some students and the 

game of Quidditch because people are 

getting broken bones.

Charlie

There were a lot of health and safety 

issues. The children travel to school on 

boats. This is dangerous as they don’t 

wear life jackets and could drown.

Harry

There are owls that deliver children’s 

post. This is dangerous because they 

could scratch children and make them 

bleed. I think ghosts might be fun but 

they are a health and safety issue 

because they are scary and might make 

the children fall over.

Esther

The head teacher is caring and wants 

the best for Hogwarts. However, if the 

teachers were not so hard working, the 

school would be a mess!

Eshel

Mrs Peacock

Our World
As we are approaching the 
end of our IPC unit Our 
World, the children in Year 
1 and 2 have been thinking 
about miniature gardens 
this week.

The children have thought carefully about what they might 

include in such a garden and have also had to think about 

which materials they might need to make them.  

Having completed some lovely designs, they have worked 

hard to make their gardens.  Some of the children faced a few 

challenges along the way and their problem solving skills 

were tested as they looked for solutions in order to complete 

their final piece of work.  

The children were very creative with their designs adding 

swings, bug hotels and wishing wells, as well as a range of 

flower beds and ponds.  The final stage of this work will be to 

complete an evaluation so that the children can think about 

the things that went well, the areas that provided the most 

challenge and how they tackled these issues to overcome the 

problem.

The children have had great fun when completing their 

projects and we have some lovely miniature gardens as a 

result.  They were very excited to see the seeds in their mini 

flower beds starting to grow and are looking forward to 

taking these little projects home to share with their parents.

Mrs Kennedy

There’s nothing quite like the feel of your  
baby’s skin against your own. It’s one of the  
best things you can do to bond with your baby 
and being in cosy warm water enhances those 
cherished moments.
Our world-class teachers could have trained as 
private pilots – five times over – in the time it 
takes to fully qualify with us. You can trust us to 
take the very best care of you and your little one. 

Precious bonding time in 
a bubble of splashy fun!Precious bonding time in 
a bubble of splashy fun!

www.waterbabies.co.ukLet’s teach your baby to swim!

To give your baby a splashing start call

classes held...

Weekly  
Local

Classes

01642 711 734

across Teesside,
lessons running 7
days a week from
birth to 4 years
old

Year 1 Class 
Assembly

Year 1 shared their recent IPC 
learning with the Prep School by 
presenting a colourful assembly 
about growing plants last week.

The children explained how most 
plants grow from seeds and how 
you should look after a plant to 
ensure it grows. 

They even explained 
photosynthesis and were able to 
spell this extremely long word!

Mrs McCullagh

The Gingerbread Man
For their homework last week, Reception class were asked to reflect on The Gingerbread 

Man, make a recipe at home and draw a picture of what they made.

Lola very kindly took her learning a 
step further, sending us photographs 
of her recipe process, writing what she 
had done and even bringing us some 
delicious treats to try!

Nursery children have been equally 
creative in their learning about the 
story.  Last week, they kindly wrapped 
their own gingerbread men treats and  
took them along for staff in the Senior 
School.

Mrs Clapton and Miss Hall
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Eden 
Project 
2019
Our intrepid explorers in 
Year 5 and 6 travelled to 
Cornwall’s landmark Eden 
Project for four action-packed days. Here, Deputy Head Girl 
Siri tells us more about her learning experiences.

On Tuesday 5 March, Years 5 and 6 went on a residential trip 
to the Eden Project. There we learnt about the environment, 
and the wonderful plants and animals in it. We were even 
able to experience what it would be like in a tropical 
rainforest, or in the Mediterranean. 

We were granted many opportunities that are not available 
to the public, like going into the biomes after hours. The first 
workshop that we took part in was called ‘Secret Biome’; 
this was on our first evening there, it was brilliant! We had 
the biomes all to ourselves and we were taught about the 
rainforests and what it would be like there at night. We went 

for a blind walk, 
learnt tribal calls 
and music and 
closely examined 
some of the plants 
that were there: 
cacao pods, peace 
lilies, powder 
brush flowers 
and even coffee 
plants.

Another activity 
that we did 
was called ‘Fire 
Starters.’ In this, 
we made candles 
using natural 
substances, like 
clay and vegetable 
oil. We learnt how 
to create sparks 

and how to start 
a fire with a flint 
and steel (also 
known as a ‘fire 
stick’). Then we 
made bread and 
cooked it over the 
fire!

On our third day 
at Eden, we did a 
workshop called 
‘Storm Patrol’. 
In this activity, 
we had to build 
a reliable fort 
that would keep 
us safe from a 
storm. To do this, 
we had bamboo, 
tarpaulins, metal pegs, elastic ties and frames. It may sound 
easy, but I’m telling you it is a lot harder than you think! 
The fort had to fit a very hard criteria: it had to have two 
rooms, it had to fit seven people standing up and it had to be 
windproof and waterproof (some people ended up getting 
very wet!) 

After dinner that evening, we got to go… bowling! We had 
a great time and there were some very close scores (Mr 
Griffiths won). 

Overall, we thoroughly enjoyed our trip to the Eden Project 
and we were very sad to have to leave. We had a great time 
learning all about our planet, and the amazing things that live 
in it. 

Speech and Drama
We are celebrating a number of extraordinary successes 
from the Darlington Speech and Drama Festival.
The Festival organisers and external 
adjudicators spoke very highly of our 
pupils’ conduct, skills and enthusiasm. 
I was particularly pleased that several 
parents of children from other schools 
made comments to myself and our 
parents about our children’s talents 
and personalities.

I am delighted to announce that 
Teesside High School secured 14 first 
places, 17 second places and several 
commendations. Notable achievements 
include:

Siri - Junior Champion 2019

Three first place awards and a final 
performance judged by all three 
adjudicators for the Championship.

Matthew Fothergill

Second place in the verse competition 
in a class of 11 competitors. The 
adjudicator commented on his energy, 
enthusiasm and how his expression 
brought the poem to life.

John McDonald

First place in the Humorous Reading 
in a class of 19. John also achieved first 
place in two other classes!

Emmeline McGloin 

Second place in the Humorous Reading 

in a class of 19. Emmeline was one 
of three (two from other schools) 
who qualified for the Intermediate 
Championship.

Matty Boal 

Second place in a class of four with very 
complimentary comments. Matty has 
made significant progress and this is an 
incredible achievement for him.

Amélie

Two first place awards. Adjudicators 
and members of the public thought 
Amélie was incredible.

Luke Palmer and Ben Pumphrey  

First and second place respectively in 
the Prose reading class. They had to 
memorise a full two minutes of text and 
were very entertaining!

Eshel Haroon

Second place in verse speaking in a 
class of seven. 

Rosa Jones

Winner of the Storytelling category 
with her adaptation of ‘One More 
Sheep.’

Well done to all.

Mrs Walker

Mindfulness in RE

Year 5 were practising some 

mindfulness this week as part of 

their studies on Buddhism in RE.

Last week they used an online 

creator to make their own intricate 

Mandalas.  

This week they spent some time 

in lesson colouring their Mandalas 

whilst listening to relaxing 

Buddhist music.  

When she had finished, Natalie 

joined myself and Mrs Storry in 

creating a mandala using coloured 

rice.  

We all finished the lesson feeling 

very relaxed!

Miss Lockerbie
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U12 Netball 

Tournament

The U12 Netball team performed 

brilliantly at the District 

Tournament last Tuesday to finish 

Runners Up against seven other 

schools. 

The THS attack was super; 

Alexandra, Gracie, Layla and Evie 

worked brilliantly together and 

were extremely difficult to defend 

against.

Emily J, Emily F, Neve and Tassy 

worked really hard in defence and 

made good progress throughout the 

games. 

THS won six of their seven matches 

and only lost one game by the 

narrowest of margins (one goal!). 

Well done girls; you did yourselves 

proud. 

Miss Turnbull

Year 7 girls 
scoop three 
titles
This week we found out 
our Year 7 girls had secured 
the Year 7A District Netball League and the U12A County 
Hockey League, before the netball team went on to win the 
U12 Premiership Netball title!

The Netball team, captained by 

Alexandra and supported by Layla, 

finished the league unbeaten. 

This impressive feat was matched by 

the Hockey team, captained by Gracie. 

A special mention must also go to Emily, 

goalkeeper in the hockey team, who did 

not concede a goal in any of her league 

games! Congratulations also to Evie in 

Year 6, who played up and was an asset 

to the netball team throughout the 

season.

Following their triumph, our netballers 

were selected to compete for the 

Premiership Netball title against Red 

House School on Thursday evening. The 

girls put in another fine performance 

to win 26-17 and add another title to 

their haul!  The girls will now represent 

Stockton at The Youth Games on 

Wednesday 3 April. 

A special mention must also go to the 

U13 Hockey squad, captained by Ava, 

who tied joint second in the County 

League with Red House.  Their game 

has really improved and they are an 

exciting team to watch for next year.

Well done to all girls who contributed 

to this success. We most look forward 

to what these teams can achieve in the 

years to come.

Miss Turnbull

Under 9 
Football
The Under 9 boys had their 
first ever football fixture 
on what was a lovely day at 
Yarm School last Friday.

The boys played four group games, 

winning one, drawing one and losing 

two. 

In these games, the boys managed to 

score six goals and progressed to the 

plate semi final. Unfortunately this 

game ended up in a Teesside High 

defeat. 

Throughout the afternoon, both Charlie 

and Luke played very well in goal. 

Ben, Seb, Miles and Louis all defended 

well as a team and also helped to play 

the ball up the pitch to our attackers, 

Lucas and Harry, who were a threat all 

afternoon. Harry was excellent, scoring 

numerous goals. 

The boys had a great afternoon and 

played some really good football, too. 

Well done!

Mr Thomas

U13B Hockey vs 
Conyers School

The U13B hockey team finished with 
their season on a high with a 4-1 
victory over Conyers; goal scorers 
Alexandra and Charlotte. 

Miss Hopkins

Gymnastics trip
Gymnastics Club students in Years 7 and 8 are being given the opportunity to 
visit Stainsby School of Gymnastics next Thursday as part of our co-curricular 
provision.

Stainsby is a very successful local club and one of the best equipped gymnastics 
facilities in the area, boasting a full-sized sprung floor, trampoline, tumble 
track, air track and more. We look forward to sharing our experience with you.

Miss Hockney

County Hockey 
representation

A number of THS students have been 
playing County Hockey this season and 
are now awaiting possible selection at 
the regional stage.

Phoebe in Year 9 very proudly 
represented County Durham’s U17 
team in a recent tournament at 
Pocklington School, alongside Millie in 
Year 10.

We wish all of our students the very 
best of luck with the selection process.

Miss Turnbull
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Duke of 
Edinburgh update

Bronze DofE groups tackled the 
elements to complete a very wet 
but successful self led walk last 
weekend. 

The groups navigated a circular 
route through Swainby, Faceby 
and Carlton, with Group 1 and 3 
walking clockwise and Group 2 
walking anti-clockwise. 

Each group took to this challenge 
exceptionally well, meeting 
regularly with leaders at RV points 
throughout the day.  Their spirits 
picked up at Mr Pilling’s RV point, 
where he had kindly made them all 
a hot chocolate!

Our groups have now completed 
all of their practice walks and are 
looking forward to completing their 
practice expedition at the start of 
April. 

Miss Hopkins

Put a nose 
on it!
Last Friday saw school 
plunged into silliness as 
we all found the funniest 
way to try and raise money 
for Comic Relief.

In the Senior School, our non-uniform 

donations swelled with further money 

from dizzy penalties, a delicious bake 

sale and (ouch!) Sixth Form leg waxing!

Year 12 were fantastic in planning the 

day and rallying the troops to come 

along, be involved and dig deep.  Well 

done to them all.  

In the Prep School, Miss Fenny was 

instrumental in a whole host of events 

from space hopper racing to beat the 

teacher penalties, fancy dress and 

much more.

We are so grateful to all who donated 

to our fantastic total of £1038.47.  As 

always, the generosity and community 

spirit of our students and staff is 

overwhelming.

Miss Stephens Cummins
Gifted and Talented students in Year 9 
were put through their paces earlier 
this week at Cummins Engineering, 
Darlington. 

They explored gears, torque and power 
and were tasked with designing a 
Meccano car which could navigate 
rough terrain.  The girls were steady 
contenders for the best car as the boys 
struggled to get theirs moving, however 
in last minute dash, the boys managed 
to quickly assemble the parts they 
needed to race their car to victory, and 
pip the girls for first position. 

We are very grateful to Cummins 
for also allowing one of our Year 11 
students, Harry, to experience a day on 
the plant as he explores apprenticeship 
options for his post-16 study.  Harry 
enjoyed a full day on the Process 
Plant and worked with professionals 
from different departments; he is 
now starting the application process 
to complete an apprenticeship in 
Mechanical Engineering. 

Mrs Conroy

Artist of the Month
I am delighted to announce that the Artist of the Month 
award for March goes to Alizay Razzaq in Year 8.
Alizay loves art and even has her own 
Instagram art account from which she 
draws inspiration for her creations. 
In class, she has been working on a 
portraits project showing her excellent 

ability to draw from observation using 
her own unique style. Alizay loves 
digital art and anime, she has plans to 
work in graphic design in the future.

Mrs Machan

Year 9 Macbeth
Year 9 students visited Tyneside Cinema on Thursday as 
part of their English studies of Macbeth. 

The students participated in an 
adaptation workshop and worked with 
professional filmmakers to plan, shoot 
and edit their own short film in order 
to further their understanding of the 
play.

It was an ideal way for the students 
to complement all of the hard work 
they have been doing in the classroom 
this term, and simultaneously have 
the chance to be a director, actor and 
camera technician for the day. 

Students thoroughly enjoyed the 
experience and gave the following 
feedback:

The trip was great; it really gave me the 
opportunity to explore my creative side! 

Loui Grocott

It really taught us how to manage our 
time well and work as a team.

Dominic Goodchild

The experience of making our own film 
with the actual equipment was fantastic.

Dominique Moore

I understand Macbeth much more now; 
it really brought it to life.

Jack Brown

Miss Duffy
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THiS Week photo gallery

Nursery have been exploring floating and 
sinking this week.  They enjoyed making 
boats and designing sails!

Years 3 and 4 had an exciting start to their new topic Feel the Force! last week, when they 
played a variety of different games of ‘tug of war’.  They thought carefully about which forces 
were acting on the rope and the reason why some people or groups were able to beat others.  
They were particularly impressed when Shayan and Miles were able to beat Miss Lockerbie, 
and it was a close call between the boys and the girls teams, too!

Last week, all of the children from Nursery to Year 4 had lots of fun taking part in an Inter House Pancake Race! There was some very 
impressive pancake flipping skills on show; Woodside were crowned the overall race winners.

Year 9 students completed the Royal 
Society of Biology’s Biology Challenge last 
week. 

We are delighted to announce that our 
students have been chosen to have their 
work published in a mini Saga collection 
entitled Mission Catastrophe. 

As part of British Science Week and in support of the #Trashtag Challenge, Year 7 students 
volunteered to help ensure our grounds stay beautiful and litter free. We are so lucky that 
our grounds and facilities are well cared for but the recent windy weather means we have 
found some litter on site. It has now been picked up and recycled appropriately!

Year 9 students have enjoyed a Macbeth-
themed banquet to celebrate studying 
the play. Food and drink included ‘double 
double’ blood red drinks, sausage ‘pilots 
thumbs’ and cupcakes decorated with 
‘innocent flowers’ hiding ‘serpents’.

Budding dessert chefs have been whipping 
up a storm and creating a number of 
delicious cheesecakes in Food and 
Nutrition this week.

Year 7 Physics students have been 
investigating the use of switches in parallel 
circuits to control light bulbs.

Mrs Moore’s Aspiring Artists Club has been 
producing some beautiful new artwork for 
the Prep School.

Chicken Club students were on the road 
again last week, visiting Reuben Manor Care 
Home residents as part of their friendship 
initiative. 

Head Boy and Head Girl candidates were 
given the chance to canvas for votes as part 
of our annual Hustings earlier this month. 
The next part of their recruitment progress 
will begin soon.

Reception children have been reading Oliver’s Vegetables this week. The children wrote 
shopping lists of vegetables for Mrs Clapton to buy for their Mathematics lessons where they 
worked on weight and used wonderful mathematical vocabulary.
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