
Welcome
It is great to see students back in school and ready to take 
on the challenges of the summer term.
The coming weeks are as busy as ever 
with particular precedence being given 
to Year 11 GCSE and Sixth Form A-level 
examinations.  

Whilst we recognise the incredible 
importance of the coming weeks, it 
is wonderful to see our creative arts, 
music, sporting, outdoor education 
and co-curricular provision continuing 
to provide a myriad of opportunities 

outside of the examination hall.

Plans for tomorrow’s Summer Fair are 
all but finalised and we wait with bated 
breath for a lovely, sunny day where we 
can celebrate a huge milestone in our 
Former Students’ Association’s history! 
I do hope you can come along and lend 
your support.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head
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THS students Shine!
Tuesday 7 May was a very busy day for 
the THS Music Department!  

The morning started bright and 
early with Prep Choir travelling to 
Middlesbrough Town Hall to perform in 
the Shine Music Festival.  

There were eight other choirs in the 
class and all of the performances 
were interesting and varied, with 
lots of different songs on offer.  Prep 
Choir opened with the lively Halima 
Pakasholo featuring African singing, 
body percussion and a really exciting 
ending.  Our adjudicator, Emily Smith, 
said: ‘This was a very impressive and 
strong performance’ and ‘what a great 
sound you made, lovely harmonies.’ 
The pupils followed this with the 
well-known A Million Dreams featuring 
solos from Siri, Rohan, Melissa and 
Beila and very beautiful sign language 
in the chorus.  Emily said: ‘Excellent 
harmonies and great use of dynamics.  
A lovely performance that every singer 
committed to. A joy to watch.’

Following a quick changeover at lunch, 

the Senior Choir and Orchestra had 
their turn to perform.  The Orchestra’s 
rendition of the Grease Medley kicked 
off with a ‘very confident start’.  Emily 
said we had a ‘great sound and good 
blend of instruments. The linking of 
songs into one another was done very 
professionally and I especially enjoyed 
Grease Lightning.’ Emily gave special 
mention to our trombone player, Euan, 
and our percussionists, Casey and 
Rosie, who learned to play the cajon 
in a week so that we didn’t have to 
attempt to transport an entire drum kit!

Senior Choir was last to take to the 
stage.  Can You Hear featured Megan’s 
opening solo.  Emily commented on 
the ‘very lovely top soprano sound at 
the beginning and good lower solid 
harmony parts.  Excellent dynamic 
control.  What a great song!’  

The choir completed their performance 
with From Now On from The Greatest 
Showman.  Emily said she could 
understand every word we sang.  ‘Very 
confident harmony parts.  Your tuning 

was superb.  A very, very polished 
performance.’

We are very proud to have come 
home from the Festival with two first 
places for our Senior Musicians and a 
second place for Prep Choir.  Two very 
impressive trophies will be making 
their way to THS in the coming days!  
Each performer was also handed a 
lovely prestigious medal as a memento 
of their participation in the event.  

You can look forward to hearing our 
choirs and soloists during the Summer 
Fair event on Saturday 11 May.

Mrs Shevels and Mrs Connor
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Photography
We would like to share with you 
some of the beautiful images 
captured of our children during the 
photography day last week.  Thank 
you to all parents for helping to 
ensure pupils arrived to school in 
immaculate uniform!  I hope you 
enjoy seeing the images as much 
as Mr Carey (photographer) and I 
enjoyed working with the children 
on the day.

Miss Hockney

Building a rocket!
There was much excitement 
in Nursery when a large, 
empty cardboard box 
appeared this week.

Without any hesitation the children 

decided they wanted to transform the 

box into our very own rocket.  

The boys and girls quickly set to work 

by firstly designing the rocket, before 

decorating it with lots of colourful 

materials.

Once the rocket was completed, it was 

time to pack our bags and step aboard 

for the inaugural flight!

Miss Hall

Reception hunt for minibeasts
Reception class explored our beautiful 

woodland for minibeasts earlier this 

term.  

They even used magnifying glasses 

and nets for a closer inspection!

The children found some interesting 

bugs and put them safely back into 

their living environment.

Mrs Clapton

Year 2 IPC
The children in Year 2 have started their new IPC unit, 
Buildings.  They began this unit in the Easter holidays, 
when they sent me lots of lovely postcards to explain which 
buildings and structures that they had seen on their many 
travels, both locally and internationally.

Having shared information about 

these buildings, we talked about other 

buildings and looked at photographs 

from many countries around the world.  

The children then had a go at creating 

some observational drawings, looking 

really carefully at the shapes and 

sizes of the lines.  The children soon 

realised how detailed many of these 

buildings are which led to some super 

discussions about building materials.

Here are a few of our pictures of the 

children’s work, the rest will soon be 

displayed in the Year 2 classroom if 

anyone would like to pop in and have a 

look.

Mrs Kennedy

Buildings
Year 1 were also excited to begin their 
new IPC unit. 

The children have been working hard 
to create their very own masterpieces 
which capture the beauty of St Basil’s 
Cathedral in Moscow. 

Throughout the topic, the children will 
be looking at all aspects of buildings, 
including their history, how they need 
to be adapted to their environment and 
how they are built.

It is sure to be an informative topic.

Mrs McCullagh

Brilliant 
Bugs
As part of our new IPC topic, 

Brilliant Bugs, our Nursery 

children discovered a giant 

spider’s web in the classroom. 

Upon closer investigation, we found 

it was made from shaving foam and 

glitter!

The children had a great time exploring 

the foam with our fingers before 

practising drawing patterns and letters.

Miss Hall
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Prep PhotographyMental 
Health 
Awareness 
Week
Children across Prep have 
been focusing on mental 
health and well-being as part of Mental Health Awareness 
Week. 
They learned what mental health is and 
that it is just as important to look after 
their minds as their bodies.  

Across the week, the children engaged 
in a range of sessions linked with the 
theme Healthy: Inside and Out. These 
included relaxation activities (such as 
Belly Breathing), a range of keep fit 
exercises and Fruity Friday, with a free 
piece of delicious fruit at breaktime.  

Additionally, a local mental health 
charity came in to talk with the Year 5 

and 6 children about ways of dealing 
with stress and difficult emotions. 
Thank you to Red Balloons for their 
support.  

Amelia from Year 6 commented at the 
end of the week that a key message 
from Mental Health Awareness Week 
was that it is okay not to feel okay.  

All-in-all, the week gave the children 
many essential strategies to use in 
order to be kind to their minds.

Mrs Peacock

Big Adventures Holiday Camp
I am delighted to inform you 
that bookings are open for our 
forthcoming Big Adventures Holiday 
Camp which will run for five weeks of 
the summer holiday, Monday 8 July-
Friday 9 August.

We have a wide variety of exciting 
trips and activities arranged aimed at 
all children in the Prep School, from 
Nursery to Year 6.  Full details of the 
provisional timetable and booking 
forms can be found on the school 
website. 

Completed booking forms should 
be returned to myself at school and 
payment made via ParentPay.

We had so much fun during the Easter 
break with our fantastic Holiday 
Camp pupils and Miss Fenny and I are 
hoping for more of the same in the 

summer! Please get in touch if you 
have any questions.

Miss Hall

AG&T Airport Visit
Our Prep AG&T pupils had a fantastic afternoon visiting 

Durham Tees Valley Airport last Thursday.

The children had the opportunity to 

meet different staff who explained their 

roles and responsibilities in various 

areas. 

They enjoyed visiting air traffic control, 

the fire station and, finally, the runway. 

Thank you to the team at Durham Tees 

Valley Airport for a fun and interesting 

afternoon.

We are committed to broadening 

our pupils’ horizons and giving them 

unique opportunities such as this 

through our AG&T programme; we 

hope you have enjoyed reading about 

our experiences this year.

Mrs Bryson

Year 5/6 IPC
Year 5 and 6 pupils came together this 
week to collaborate on an International 
Task as part of our International 
Primary Curriculum unit Existing...
Endangered...Extinct. 

Pupils had to examine the plights of 
four endangered animals, two found in 
the UK and two found anywhere else in 
the world. 

They considered why the animals had 
become endangered and what we could 
do to help. 

In order to share their learning, the 
pupils made a documentary-style video. 
If you would like to view a sample, 
please scan the QR code below.

Mr Griffiths

Speak Out, Stay Safe
Children in Prep recently had a visit 
from our local NSPCC representative, 
Cheryl, and her ‘helper’ Buddy, who 
talked about keeping safe.  

Additionally, children in Years 5 and 6 
participated in a workshop to explore 
this theme in more detail.

Prep School pupils will be supporting 
the vital work of the charity by taking 
part in a sponsored netball workout 
on Monday 20 May with our talented 
netball coach, Miss Fenny.  Please do 
look out for the sponsorship form in 
your child’s bag and help us to help the 
work of the NSPCC. 
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Humpty 
Dumpty 
visits 
the Prep 
School
After the success of the Year 
10 GCSE students’ performance of Little Red Riding Hood 
for our EYFS children, we were asked to do some more 
work for the pupils in Prep to support their topic this term.
Armed with a brick wall, Humpty 
puzzles and two hobby horses, the Year 
10 group presented a workshop with 
interactive sessions for our younger 
pupils.

First, the GCSE students presented 
their snap performance of the nursery 
rhyme.  Then, the EYFS pupils were 
split into two groups in a race to be the 
first to complete the puzzles of Humpty.  
Galloping in pairs on a hobby horse, 
they had to bring back a piece of the 
puzzle to the rest of their team who 
then had to ‘put Humpty back together 
again’!

The EYFS pupils then worked in four 

groups, each with students from Year 
10 to support them, to create a physical 
theatre version of one of the lines of the 
nursery rhyme.  The groups presented 
their contribution to the rhyme by 
presenting their line on stage to give a 
complete retelling of the Humpty story.

The EYFS children and Year 10 students 
all had a fun, creative session which 
experimented with a range of high-
energy Drama techniques.  We were 
particularly impressed by our EYFS 
pupils, who were able to devise their 
own retelling of the traditional rhyme.

Mrs Saxton Duke of Edinburgh update
Last weekend our Bronze DofE groups 

took to the beautiful countryside 

of the North Yorkshire Moors to 

undertake their practice expedition. 

Day one started with some 

unpredictable weather, showing all 

seasons in the space of a few hours. 

This, however, did not faze the group; 

the students set off in good spirits 

ready to explore the areas of Bilsdale 

and Chop Gate. They all arrived in 

good time to Beak Hills campsite, 

delighted to take of their heavy 

rucksacks, set up camp and cook a 

good meal. 

After a cold night, the groups were 

looking forward to their last day of 

walking and were packed up and 

ready to go for 9.00am. Group one 

showed their excellent navigational 

skills by finishing in excellent time. 

Group two demonstrated their team 

work through navigating their way 

through some tricky paths and group 

three showed sound understanding 

of the route ahead and an excellent 

ability to pick up the pace when 

needed.

All groups now have their final 
expedition to look forward to. They 
must now continue to work on 
completing their Skill, Volunteering 
and Physical areas by getting their 
assessors’ reports uploaded to eDofE. 

Miss Hopkins

Class of 2019
Our Year 11 students embark on study leave today, 
marking an end to their Senior School journeys.  
As the exam period draws nearer, today 
we took the opportunity to wish our 
Year 11 the very best of luck in the 
coming weeks.  An assembly led by Mrs 
Conroy reminded us of how, over the 
past 14 years, the group have grown 
together and now here we are facing 
the next stage of their education.  Mrs 
Conroy’s poem about the year group 
was a touching and personal tribute to 
their many personalities.  

I do hope they have all enjoyed their 
party this evening and now wish them 
every success in the examinations.  

We look forward to welcoming them 
into the Sixth Form in September and 
wish those moving on to pastures new 
a bright and successful future.  

Miss Stephens

Senior 
Photography

Speaking 
Shakespeare

Five Year 8 students competed in the 
area final of the English Speaking 
Union’s Speaking Shakespeare 
Competition at Harrogate Grammar 
School last week.

Finn gave a powerful performance 
of Hamlet’s classic To be or not to 
be speech, whilst the girls all chose 
duologues from A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream.

Fiza and Piano used humour and lots 
of personality to produce a really 
entertaining version of an argument. 
Our other girls, Lydia and Rosa, also 
charmed the audience with their slick 
and funny quarrel. 

We did not win any prizes this time, 
but the judges complimented our 
students for the high standards of their 
performances. It was a real pleasure 
to watch the confidence and skill with 
which the Teesside High students 
presented themselves.

Mrs Hancock

Mental Health Awareness Week
The first week of the term was an 
extremely busy one for our Senior 
School Pastoral Team. We welcomed 
many professionals into school to 
deliver a broad range of assemblies, 
workshops and presentations to all 
students, from Year 7 to Sixth Form. 
Students worked very closely with Red 
Balloons; gaining an insight to mental 
health issues and dispelling myths 
surrounding mental health. Students 
learned all about the impact of social 
media on their mental health and why 
time spent online is not always the best 
pastime for teenagers. 

We also heard from Mrs Carney, NHS 
Teen Mental Health Coordinator, who 
told us that our mental health provision 
is expanding locally and we are very 
lucky to have such resources in our 
area. One of these fantastic resources is 
Footsteps, led by Dr Smith and based at 
Eaglescliffe Medical Practice. Footsteps 
is available for any of our students who 
wish to speak to somebody about how 
they are feeling. For more information 
about Footsteps, please visit                             
www.footstepsteesside.co.uk

Mrs Conroy
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A fond farewell
Year 13 took a trip to 
Station Five Deli as part 
of their last ever PSHE 
lesson at Teesside High. 

We enjoyed a variety of 
sweet treats, including 

brownies and caramel 
shortbread, whilst we 
reflected on our time 
spent at school.

It was especially 
poignant as Frau 

Waddoup, who has 
taught many of us 
since Year 7, is due to 
retire at the end of this 
academic year.

Katherine, Year 13

Sixth Form 
Photography

Senior Student Team 2019/20
Congratulations to those students appointed as members of the school’s Senior Student 
Team for the 2019/20 academic year.

Head Boy - Ammy

Head Girl - Gabby

Games Captain - Cathy

Deputy Games Captain - Matthew

Performing Arts Captain - Hannah

The appointment process was extremely rigorous, with 
candidates expected to play a role in the school hustings 
assembly with students, impress staff members who then 
undertake a vote, and complete interviews with the Head and 
Head of Sixth Form.

We are confident these students will take forward the School 
Council with aplomb and wish them all the very best in their 
new roles.

Music Examinations
Well done to those students who have recently received 
their spring Music Examination results. (*ABRSM)

Artist of the Month - April and May
We are delighted to announce our 

Artist of the Month for April is Joe 

Good in Year 7. Joe has created some 

lovely work since starting with us in 

September. He is a keen member of 

Art Club and always enjoys learning 

something new.

Furthermore, our Artist of the Month 

for May is Lizzie Coxon in Year 11. 

Lizzie is a talented artist whose 

contextual ideas are always beautifully 

realised into eye catching and thought 

provoking pieces. Lizzie will be 

continuing her art studies before 

hopefully fulfilling her ambition to 

become a set designer.

Mrs Machan

Name Instrument Grade
*Gabby Bell Cornet Grade 8 - Pass
*Laura Havis Flute Grade 7 - Distinction
Millie Holmes Voice Grade 7 - Distinction
Ross Clapton Rock Guitar Grade 7 - Merit
Becky Poppitt Jazz Clarinet                                   

Piano
Grade 4 - Merit                    
Grade 4 - Merit

Summer Williams Voice Grade 3 - Distinction
Olivia Smith Jazz Saxophone Grade 3 - Merit
*Holly Smith Flute Grade 1 - Distinction
Tassy Bell Voice Grade 1 - Merit
Luke Palmer Jazz Saxophone 

Drums
Grade 1 - Merit              
Debut - Merit

THS Write
Students in Year 9 and above, parents, 
siblings, friends and the wider school 
community are welcome to our creative 
writing class, designed to hone skills 
and provide a creative outlet in a busy 
day. 

A wide variety of genres from 
screenplays to poetry will be explored, 
with input from published writers and 
Teesside University.

THS Write will begin on Monday 20 
May, 5.30pm-6.30pm, in the Sixth Form 
building. 

If you are interested in joining the 
class, please email Miss Bird via jbird@
teessidehigh.co.uk

We hope to see you there!
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THiS Week photo gallery

40 Senior School students spent their Easter break skiing the slopes of Pfunds, Austria. 

Members of the school’s Former Students’ Association gathered for a 120th Anniversary 
Luncheon on Saturday 27 April.

Several THS students were part of a very successful Tees Valley Youth Orchestra 50th 
Anniversary Gala Concert at SAGE, Gateshead, last Sunday.

Layla in Year 6 has been awarded a 
Distinction in her RAD Grade 4 Ballet exam - 
an incredible achievement.

The recently departed Losey family took 
their fondness of THS and the UK stateside 
last month, representing our country at an 
international fair at their new school!

Miss Fenny’s Prep Netball Club are enjoying the chance to play outside this term! They 
will hopefully put their skills into practice when they play in some friendly matches in the 
coming weeks. (Wednesdays, 4.00pm-5.00pm)

This week, Colin Gibson from Tees Valley 
Wildlife Trust came along to join our Walk 
in the Woods enrichment group and to 
check our bird boxes. In our 8 boxes, we 
found 8 nests!

Year 3 and 4 have had a fun start to their new IPC topic when exploring the question ‘what is 
sound?’ They completed some fun tasks and were able to see, hear and feel sound vibrations.

Nursery children have been perfecting their counting skills whilst having fun using the interactive whiteboard.  They enjoyed counting the 
spots on the ladybirds and sequencing the caterpillar.

An informal snap from our new Head Girl at 
the Shine Music Festival!
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Calum selected for 

ROI UEFA squad

Calum in Year 10 was once again 

called up on international duty 

last week as he represented the 

Republic of Ireland in the UEFA 

Development Tournament in Israel.

His U16 team beat Israel 2-1 and 

Fiji 3-0, but later lost out narrowly 

to Ukraine in the final of the 

competition. 

Mr Thomas

Prep children meet Judy 
Murray
A group of Prep children spent a day of their Easter holiday 

developing their tennis skills under the watchful eye of 

Judy Murray at a special event organised by Tennis World, 

Middlesbrough.

Children from Years 1 and 2 were 

tasked with taking on a series of 

sporting challenges which aimed 

to improve their basic tennis skills, 

including coordination, balance, 

footwork and court sense, before 

building to harder games which 

introduced them to striking the ball 

with a racquet, using a variety of 

techniques.

Judy Murray is an outstanding British 

tennis coach, best known for being 

mother of professional tennis players 

and multiple title winners Jamie and 

Andy Murray.

Judy joined the children in a number 

of their activities, giving them advice 

on improving their skills and, most of 

all, demonstrating just how fun tennis 

lessons can be.

The children most enjoyed their day 

and were praised by Tennis World staff 

for their exemplary behaviour.

We are super grateful to the event 

organisers and to Tennis World for 

hosting this brilliant event.

Miss Hockney

Lions 
Awards 
Evening
We are super proud to share 
Joshua’s basketball success.
At the Teesside Lions Basketball Annual 
Awards Evening last week, Josh in Year 
9 won a number of prizes including 
Best Rookie, Most Valuable Player and 
Players’ Player of the Year.  This is an 
incredible achievement, particularly 
as he only started playing the sport in 
October!

In response to our social media posts, 
the Lions responded and praised Josh, 
saying he was “a natural raw talent” 
and “a great and welcome addition to 
the club.”

Miss Turnbull

Rounders vs 

Conyers
A fantastic start to the Rounders 

season with victories last week for 

our Year 9 and 10 teams against 

Conyers School. 

The Year 10 girls won 12-6.5 (POM 

Laura) and the Year 9 girls won 

14-6 (POM Maia) - great results for 

so early in the term. 

Miss Turnbull

Cricket vs Conyers
Our U13 boys were in action 

against Conyers in their first Cricket 

match of the season.

Although defeated, the boys played 

well and were strengthened by Will, 

Rohan, Finn, Kamalveer and George 

who all played up an age bracket.

Well done to Rohan for being 

awarded Player of the Match.

Miss Hopkins

District Athletics
It was an excellent day at the 

District Athletics Championships 

on Thursday.  Despite the rain and 

freezing conditions, all students 

performed well and achieved some 

brilliant individual scores.

From a team perspective, the Junior 

Girls worked hard and placed a 

very credible second, just missing 

out on the title by 4 points.

The Intermediate Girls dominated 

their field and track events, topping 

their group standings and coming 

home with a trophy for their efforts.

Overall, 11 THS students qualified 

for the next County stage in 

the competition.  An excellent 

achievement.

Miss Turnbull
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