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Creative Arts Evening - Thursday 20 June
We would be delighted to welcome 
you to our annual Creative Arts 
Evening, taking place on Thursday 
20 June. This evening is always a 
wonderful showcase of outstanding 
student work and achievement in the 
Creative Arts subjects.

There will be an exhibition of Art, 
Craft and Design work created by 

students from Key Stages 3 and 
4, and students will demonstrate 
their performance talent in a short 
programme of musical and dramatic 
pieces later in the evening.  

The evening opens at 6.00pm to allow 
an opportunity to view the Art and 
Design exhibitions, performances will 
begin at 6.30pm. Refreshments will be 

available to purchase on the night and 
will be accompanied by canapés, also 
designed and created by students.

Tickets are available to book via the 
link contained within the letter sent 
home earlier this week.

We look forward to seeing you there!

Creative Arts Departments

Welcome
It is hard to believe we have just five weeks of the academic 
year remaining.
In our staff training this week, we were discussing trips out 
of school. It is staggering to think that, so far in 2018-19, we 
have led no less than 70 trips out of school for our children. 
Some abroad, some residential, some fantastic day trips - you 
can read more about our recent Pre-Prep day trips overleaf.  
We recognise the significant importance of providing an 
educational experience beyond the normal boundaries of 
the classroom. This weekend, our Senior children will be 
exploring Paris as part of their Modern Foreign Languages 
studies, and we hope they have a brilliant time experiencing 
all the French capital has to offer.

In a similar vein, I hope you enjoyed following what our 
children got up to as part of national Outdoor Classroom 
Day this week. Our staff were super creative in planning 
their lessons to spark students’ curiosity and, above all, 

appreciation 
and respect 
for the great 
outdoors. We are 
so lucky to have 
such wonderful 
grounds to enjoy, 
which is made 
even easier with the beautiful weather we are having!

I hope it continues into the half term and that you have a 
wonderful break with your family.

Best wishes,

Kirsty Mackenzie, Head
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J J Jelly!
Nursery children are having lots of 
phonics fun this week based on our 
letter ‘j’. 

There was great excitement when 
we discovered some letters hiding 
in jelly. 

We used tweezers to dig out the 
letters before using the letters to 
make words.

Miss Hall

Writing in 
Nursery

We love to write in Nursery and 
we are always excited to write in 
different areas of our classroom.  
This week we have been writing 
on a big scale with our ‘hanging 
pencils’.  The boys and girls have 
been recognising and writing their 
name and writing lots of letters and 
numbers.

Miss Hall

...and Northallerton!
The children also had a wonderful trip to Northallerton 
earlier this month where they explored and learnt about 
the historic and more modern buildings in the town, 
supporting our IPC unit Buildings. 
Mr Cundell very kindly shared his 
knowledge of the town and its varied 
and interesting history.  We were 
fortunate to bump into the Mayor, Mr 
John Forrest, in the high street and he 
invited us to go into the town hall. 

The children saw the house where 
Charles I was held prisoner before 
he was returned to London to be 
beheaded.  Surprisingly, later in the day, 
they discovered that this wasn’t the 
oldest building in town.  

The children caused quite a stir in 
Northallerton with many people 
stopping us to say how smart and polite 

they were.  One lady was delighted 
to hear we were from Teesside High 
School as she had attended the school 
over 50 years ago!

Later that morning, Northallerton 
Methodist Church kindly allowed us to 
use a room to eat our lunch.  Reverend 
Michael Webster talked about his 
job and how the church supports the 
community.  The children enjoyed 
searching for the little wooden mice 
carved on some of the furniture in 
the church.  It was a wonderful day of 
learning.

Mrs McCullagh

Year 1 and 2 Trip to 
Newcastle...
On Thursday 9 May, children in Year 1 and 2 went on a trip 
to Newcastle to support their learning in English and IPC.

Our first stop was Newcastle’s Quayside 

where the children were able to 

observe a range of buildings, old and 

new, and to consider the materials that 

had been used to build them.  They also 

had the chance to consider the changes 

of use of some buildings such as the 

Baltic art gallery and consider why 

changes in building usage occurs.  The 

children were amazed by the size of 

SAGE and the bridges across the river, 

once they had the chance to get close 

up to them! They also enjoyed walking 

across the ‘blinking eye’ bridge to get 

from Gateshead to Newcastle.  They 

couldn’t quite believe that this bridge 

was able to tilt to allow the boats to 

pass!

We then headed up to Seven Stories 

which is the National Centre for 

Children’s Books.  Having received a 

very warm welcome we were treated 

to a guided tour of the gallery, which 

is currently showing an exhibition of 

Elmer the Elephant.  The children loved 

listening to a very animated retelling of 

a story and then spent time identifying 

their favourite Elmer picture from the 

original copies, as well as dressing up 

and exploring the exhibition.

Following the gallery tour, the children 

then took part in a workshop which 

was based around another one of David 

McKee’s books, Charlotte’s Piggy Bank.  

The children were able to explore some 

of the themes of the book and then 

completed some drama activities by 

looking very closely at the illustrations.  

They then considered the impact of 

illustrations on the reader and thought 

about how pictures can tell a story all of 

their own.

Our last stop was the bookshop before 

we headed back to school, exhausted 

from a very busy day.

Many thanks to our parent helpers for 

coming along to support our trip.

Mrs Kennedy 

Early Years French
Our Early Years children love their 

French lessons!

We have been learning French 

vocabulary for different foods and 

enjoyed pretending we were in a 

French café ordering lots of yummy 

things to eat.  

If you need help brushing up on your 

French vocabulary, the boys and girls in 

Reception would be more than happy to 

help you!

Miss Hall
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Sponsored Skills
Children from Reception through to Year 6 took on the 
challenge of a netball skills workout in order to raise 
money for the NSPCC this week.
The sun shone down on us and 
the children rose admirably to the 
challenge of completing their netball 
skills workout. 

Well done to all for your super efforts to 
raise money to help and support other 
children.

Mrs Peacock and Miss Fenny

Blast off!
Pupils in Year 3 were 
joined by pupils from 
Durham Lane Primary and 
Whinstone Primary for 
an afternoon of Space and 
Science Exploration on 
Thursday 9 May. 
The children enjoyed experiencing 
the solar system using the University 
of York’s mobile planetarium, as well 
as Music and Art workshops with Mrs 
Shevels, and our very own professional 

illustrator, Ms Moore, who worked with 
the children to use watercolours to 
paint planets.

Mrs Bryson

Bikeability 
Last week, Year 6 children took part 
in Level 2 Bikeability training.

This required a good deal of 
commitment and effort as there 
were five sessions, each lasting for 
an hour and a quarter. 

The children learnt to ride their 
bikes to the Government-approved 
National Standard for Cycle 
Training. 

Their training took place on quiet, 
local roads but with real traffic 
conditions. 

Well done to all of the children 
for their enthusiasm and 
determination to succeed and a 
big thank you to Mr Birkbeck and 
his team from Stockton Borough 
Council for leading the sessions.

Mrs Peacock

Year 5 IPC
Year 5 pupils have started 
their new unit in IPC ‘Going 
Global’ where they will be 
studying the world of trade 
and globalisation.
For their entry point, they started 
their learning with a fun international 
trading game which was an exciting 
and very noisy way of beginning their 
unit. In the game, pupils were trading 
in eight different world commodities 
which could have been cocoa beans, 
bananas, gold, cattle, oil, rice, cotton 
and gas. The choice was entirely up 
to them! Pupils were divided into 
teams - each team representing an 
imaginary country and they had to 
give themselves a name and design 
their own country’s flag. Each country 
produced a number of commodities 
(exports) and had a list of commodities 

that they could import. Some teams 
were economically wealthy countries 
and the rest were economically 
developing countries. Pupils were not 
aware of this at the time. Pupils soon 
discovered one country had better 
international links, more wealth and a 
transport infrastructure to import and 
distribute products quickly and evenly. 
Pupils are now looking forward to 
finding out what the rest of the unit has 
in store for them. 

Mrs Bryson

Prep Running 
Club

Prep Running Club is enjoying its 
most popular term, with twenty-
one pupils taking part in the 
Tuesday evening activity. 

This week, pupils have been 
undertaking ‘long run’ (running at 
a pace slow enough so that you can 
hold a conversation) in our glorious 
woods.

Pupils undertake long run every 
other week in order to build 
distance stamina. These sessions 
are interspersed with either hill 
sprints, intervals or time trials over 
800m and 1600m. 

Prep Running Club is available 
every term, whatever the weather!

You can see more photographs on 
our Facebook page.

Mr Griffiths

Year 5/6 English
Pupils in Mrs Bryson’s and Mrs Peacock’s English class 
have been learning the skills involved when writing an 
adventure story based on the texts Alice in Wonderland and 
the extract The Incredible Shrinking Man. 

The children were armed with their 

writing toolkits and were challenged 

with the task to write a story where 

the main character shrinks. Here is 

Oliver Mash’s version which he named 

Shrinking Dad!

The curious boy, called Jack, walked into 

his Dad’s office, otherwise known as his 

Lab, early one morning after hearing 

a loud bang! He was very surprised to 

find the laser still warm and pointing 

to an extremely small sofa which he 

almost crushed with his foot. Jack found 

his finding very strange as normally the 

grand sofa stood behind the wooden 

desk but not anymore! Immediately he 

knew something was very wrong and 

the evidence was stacking up: The loud 

bang, the tiny sofa, and exactly where 

was his Dad? Jack shouted for his dad 

but there was no reply…

After taking a closer look at the laser, 

Jack noticed the large red button which 

was surrounded by a glass case, and the 

words Danger Do Not Press. The glass 

was actually already broken. He knew 

he had to find his Dad and understand 

exactly what had happened and quickly!

He had to act fast. This could only mean 

that Dad’s secret invention had gone 

horribly wrong with very dramatic 

consequences! As Dad was still not 

visible as he had been shrunk to the size 

of a garden pea!
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Prep 
Spring 
Concert
Thursday 23 May saw a 
full hall take their seats for 
the Prep Spring Concert. 
Children from across the 
Prep School had been working hard preparing pieces for 
the performance.
From our youngest performers in Pre-
Prep who delighted the audience with 
their lively singing, to our very grown 
up Year 6 children delivering a mini-
lesson on African djembe drumming; 
all items were warmly appreciated by 
the audience. 

Soloists included Bethea and Rohan 
on piano, and Bethea and Louis on 
flute, having only been playing for just 
one year.  Orchestra performed Happy 
with big smiles on their faces and the 
Year 4 class gave us a clear message 
and plenty to think about with their 
specially composed anti-bullying 
song.  There was a special preview of 
the end of year show from the Year 5 
class and skillful violin playing from 
Year 4, demonstrating confident open 

string and first finger playing with 
beautiful bow-holds.  Year 3 invited 
us to join them on holiday with their 
own summery version of a George Ezra 
song; the weather was perfect for their 
sunny lyrics!  The Year 2 class proved 
you are never too young to begin 
learning the language of music notation 
and played their two pieces with flair 
and accuracy. 

Prep Choir closed the evening with 
the rousing Halima Pakasholo, a 
Namibian greeting, and a new addition 
to their repertoire, Can You Hear My 
Voice? which ended with the line ‘with 
all of our voices as one’; an entirely 
appropriate way to finish a lovely 
concert. 

Mrs Shevels

Outdoor Classroom Day
Thursday 23 May marked national Outdoor Classroom 
Day, a perfect day at Teesside High School as we celebrate 
all that is wonderful with our great outdoors.  We hope 
you enjoyed following #OurOutdoorClassroom on social 
media and seeing photographs of the fun we had taking our 
learning outside.

Can you help? 
I am currently working with a family 
moving from overseas who wish to rent 
a property within a 25 minute commute 
from school. 

The family are seeking five bedrooms, 
two bathrooms and a garage as a 
minimum. 

If you have a property in mind or know 
of anyone looking to rent their current 
property, please could you get in 
touch with me via email? Thank you in 
advance! 

Miss Hockney

Year 10 visit to Darlington Hippodrome
On Wednesday 1 May, all Year 10 GCSE 
Drama students visited Darlington 
Hippodrome to see a performance 
of Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap.  
The students were fulfilling part of 
their GCSE examination requirement 
to see live theatre but this was also 
an opportunity for us to be part of a 
theatre tradition that is nearly seventy 
years old.

The Mousetrap was first performed in 
London in 1952 and has been running 
continuously since. At the end of the 
performance, the cast comes back 
on stage and the audience is invited 
to make a vow: “Now you have seen 

The Mousetrap you are our partners 
in crime, and we ask you to preserve 
the tradition by keeping the secret of 
whodunit locked in your hearts.” 

The audience must promise not to 
reveal the twist. This means that 
our students have to promise not to 
reveal the murderer to anyone which 
has given us a bit of a dilemma as we 
are not sure whether we can tell the 
examiner of the GCSE paper!

This was a fantastic opportunity to 
see a piece of theatrical history and 
the students enjoyed the detailed and 
authentic set and tried to guess the 

murderer.  Many did in fact manage to 
identify the killer but must keep the 
secret safe forever.

Mrs Saxton 

Baby duck
There was much excitement in school 
last week when students found an egg 
abandoned on the lawn. 

We scooped it into a box and contacted 
our local vets who help with rescued 
wildlife. Cue adorable picture of the 
latest member of our THS family - a 
beautiful baby duck!

Mrs Kirk

EYFS say Thank You 
to Drama students 

Throughout the year, Year 10 Drama 
students have been building links with 
our Early Years setting by presenting 
performances and workshops to our 
youngest students.

Yesterday morning, the Prep School 
invited Year 10 to watch a performance 
of their own; a rehearsal of their class 
assembly around Minibeasts.  

The children had prepared a 
programme of singing, mime and 
Minibeast information as a conclusion 
to their study of Brilliant Bugs this 
term.  They also included some foreign 
language elements to show their 
developing skills in French and Spanish!

Year 10 were entertained by some 
excellent singing and performance 
work and were thrilled to be asked to 
be the audience for the younger pupils 
this time.  It has been an excellent 
cross-phase project throughout the 
year.  The Year 10 students have 
learned how to devise and present 
work to a younger audience and the 
EYFS pupils have developed their 
performance work.  We hope to 
continue to build on this project going 
forward.

Mrs Clapton
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Athletics vs
Egglescliffe 
Primary

Last Friday the Year 5 and 6 boys 
and girls had their first athletics 
fixture against Egglecliffe Primary. 

There were multiple events running 
through the afternoon including 
long jump, rounders/cricket ball 
throw, 100m, 800m and a 4x100m 
relay. 

All events had the pupils 
performing to their best abilities 
and it was pleasing to see lots 
of different people winning the 
different events. 

There were a number of 
outstanding performances; Rohan 
and Joshua in the cricket ball throw, 
Evie in both the rounders ball 
throw and the long jump and Layla 
in the 800m.  Both THS boys and 
girls’ teams won their relay races, 
too.

A very successful and enjoyable 
afternoon for all involved.

Mr Thomas

Rounders 
vs 
Egglescliffe
Both our U12 and U14 girls’ 
rounders teams were in 
action against Egglescliffe 
School on Thursday evening.

The U12 girls thoroughly enjoyed their 

first rounders fixture of the season.  

They had a slow start but listened and 

progressed throughout the first innings.  

By half time, both teams were close. 

In the second innings, THS dominated. 

The girls were really focused and 

managed to get all of the opposition 

out with 15 balls still to go; extremely 

impressive for their first game. 

Final score; THS 18 - Egglescliffe 7.5. 

Well done to the U12 squad Layla (C), 

Alexandra, Rachel, Emily J, Tilly, Neve, 

Emily B and Emily F.  

The U14 girls also played Egglescliffe on 

the same evening.  It had been a really 

tough selection with over 22 students 

at training.  At half time, it was again 

close with only two rounders between 

the two teams.  

In the second innings, the girls were 

much more alert and demonstrated 

some excellent skills in a very tactical 

game. Well done for a solid win, 21-

10.5. 

Team: Zara (C), Isabelle, Lily, Maia, Mel, 

Phoebe C, Jess and Phoebe D.

Miss Turnbull

Sports Day dates
A reminder of our upcoming Sports 
Days:

Pre-Prep - Thursday 6 June

Prep - Friday 14 June

Senior and Sixth Form - Friday 28 June

We hope you are able to come along 
and support!

Miss Hopkins

Summer Holiday provision
Further to the letter issued this week, 
I wanted to share a reminder of the 
further programme of activities 
available at Teesside High School 
during the summer holiday period.  
This year, both Martin Gray Football 
Camp (ages 6-11) and outdoor and 
adventurous MAC Camp (ages 8-14) 
will run alongside Big Adventures 
Holiday Camp (ages 3-11).

Following the success of the 
programme last summer, Martin 
Gray Football Camp will be running 
at school from Monday 19 August to 
Friday 23 August.  This opportunity is 
open to children between 6-11 years 
of age and promises to be a most 
exciting opportunity for any young 
sporting enthusiast.

The camp involves four days of 
football coaching at school and a 
Manchester United stadium tour, a 
fantastic day out for any football fan!  

We are also working with Mountain 
Activity Company (MAC) to act as a 
base for two outdoor and adventurous 
activity opportunities.  A five-day MAC 
Camp will run twice throughout the 
summer break, from Monday 22 July – 
Friday 26 July and again from Monday 
12 August to Friday 16 August.

Each MAC course will be open to 
children aged 8-14 and places will be 
allocated on a first come first served 
basis.  The programme covers an 
amazing range of activity options to 
challenge all experiences and abilities 

including team building, orienteering, 
rock climbing, gorge walking, hill 
walking and coasteering, all based in 
a range of beautiful areas including 
the Yorkshire Dales, Hamsterley, the 
Lake District and along the North East 
coastline.  

Places at both camps are limited and 
can be booked via the school website.

Furthermore, it is worth noting that 
Big Adventures is proving extremely 
popular this summer; a number of 
days are fully booked and holding 
a waiting list, the rest are almost at 
capacity.  Please get in touch with Miss 
Hall if you want to secure a place.

Miss Stephens
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THiS Week photo gallery

 

Thank you to everyone who came along to help us celebrate the 120th Anniversary of our Former Students’ Association at our Summer Fair 
earlier this month.  We have received so much wonderful feedback from former students about our student ambassadors, who led tours 
throughout the day, and our grounds and classrooms, of which they had such fond memories. 

There is no better way to spend a sunny 
afternoon than outside with a good book, as 
Year 8 found on Thursday.

There are a few spaces remaining on our 
exciting Sing-A-Lingo co-curricular Spanish 
lessons on a Tuesday afternoon. Please see 
Mrs Clapton to enquire about joining.

As part of their IPC topic Brilliant Bugs, 
Nursery children are most enjoying taking 
care of four caterpillars. They can’t wait to 
see them turn into beautiful big butterflies!

Reception class have been hunting for minibeasts in our wonderful woodland. They found 
a wide range of insects and made safe and happy homes to rehouse them. They also carried 
out a woodland investigation of log piles, our habitat hotel and leaf litter led by our Forest 
School leader, Mrs McCullagh. 

One of our Year 7 students was concerned 
that Biology lacked an amphibian in its 
soft animal collection. So her talented 
grandmother knitted a fabulous frog!

Year 6 combined their love of reading with our National Classroom Day celebrations on Thursday and savoured some quiet time in the fresh 
air after a busy lunch!

Congratulations to former Head Girl Annabel who was presented with her Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh Award this week at Buckingham Palace by Prince Edward.  Annabel’s mum and 
school governor Angela accompanied Annabel on the trip; very proudly, we are sure!

Tassy in Year 7 has been named Ripon 
Rugby Union’s U13 Player of the Year! An 
excellent achievement.

Year 3 and 4 invited parents into school this week to find out what they have been learning in their 
latest topic Turn it Up.  Children spent some time in their previous lessons preparing scripts and 
resources in groups to explain all about light and sound. Thank you to all of the parents, grandparents 
and family members who came along to support the event and (hopefully) learn something new!

The first THS Write creative writing class 
took place this week. Please contact Miss 
Bird if you wish to join the next session on 
Monday 17 June.
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