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Prep Musical
On Thursday 27 June, the Senior Hall 
was buzzing with quiet anticipation… 
it was time for the Prep Musical!  

Years 3 to 6 had been working 
very hard for the past few months 
attending weekly after school 
rehearsals, practising songs and 
actions in their Music lessons and 

adding finishing touches in the weeks 
leading up to the big show.

The children worked incredibly hard 
to carry out an excellent performance 
including solos, group numbers and 
plenty of one liners which referenced 
classic rock bands and iconic 
storylines.  

With some fantastic individual 
performances and brilliant supporting 
roles from all of the Prep children, the 
show delighted our audience with the 
grotesque, giggles and plenty of good 
fun!

Miss Lockerbie and Mrs Shevels

Welcome
Welcome to the final school newsletter of the 2018-19 academic year.

You can hopefully see from the content of this newsletter just 
what a full three weeks we have had since the last edition. It 
certainly has been a hectic run into the final day of term.

At the end of a long year, the summer break provides time to 
reflect on what has taken place in the last nine months and 
how it has shaped the teachers, students and parents we are 
today.  School for me should always be about opportunities, 
particularly those opportunities and experiences which 
are outside of the norm, those ‘wow’ moments which 
define a year and make a lasting impact on a child. From a 
dance workshop in London, performing on stage in front 
of hundreds of people and skiing on freshly powdered 
snow, to visiting Paris in the springtime, working with an 

Olympic athlete and waking up in a tent in thick morning 
fog in Cumbria as you strive to achieve a Duke of Edinburgh 
Award.  I am proud to say we have done it all this year, and I 
am thrilled to see our students grow and prosper, using these 
experiences to develop interests they never believed they had 
and skills they never thought possible.

It has been another incredible year for us as a school and I 
am truly grateful to our parents, whose support is unending, 
and to my team of staff, who strive to provide the very best 
opportunities for our children day in day out.

With best wishes for a fantastic summer holiday.

Kirsty Mackenzie, Head
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Senior School 
Sports Day

On Friday afternoon, our annual 
Senior School Sports Day took 
place. 

The weather turned in our favour 
with a glorious sunny day for our 
field and track events. 

The morning was super 
competitive, with 11 new school 
records set and Woodside House 
leading the way by just three 
points.

Moving into the afternoon, a 
further 8 records were broken on 
the track, with Cleveland House 
being crowned overall Sports Day 
champions after a close fight to the 
finish.

Miss Hopkins

Sport Reward Visit
Our students had a fantastic time on the high wire ropes 
course at The Camp Hill Estate last Wednesday evening. 

The course was challenging and 
packed with aerial action and exciting 
obstacles. 

Students climbed, jumped and laughed 
their way around, finishing on the 

zipwire out of the trees. 

It was a great end to a brilliant year of 
sport at THS. 

Miss Turnbull

Shooting Stars Netball Academy
It was a real Teesside High School 
family effort as staff and students 
went along to support Miss Fenny 
and her netball club, Shooting 
Stars Netball Academy, at a special 
fundraising event earlier this month.

On Saturday 15 June, Shooting Stars 
Netball Academy took over Stewart 
Park’s ‘Park Run’ for the morning.  The 
sun was shining and there was even a 

cake stall at the finish line!

Miss Fenny is one of the coaches at 
Shooting Stars and was kindly joined 
by Miss Lockerbie and Mrs Langstaff.  
Isobel and Amelia in Year 6, who both 
play for the netball academic, also had 
lots of fun running the park run. 

Over £700 was raised that morning to 
enable the club to buy all players new 
dresses for the up and coming season. 

Shooting Stars Netball Academy 
trains on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 5.30pm (age dependent), 
welcoming beginners and experienced 
players.  They also run a Netball 
Camp during the summer break. 
For more information, please email 
ssnetballacadmey@mail.com

U12 Cricket vs Yarm
The U12 boys played Yarm in an indoor 
cricket match earlier this month and 
it was a great opportunity for the boys 
to put into practice what they have 
been learning in their extra-curricular 
activity.  Bowling was a real highlight for 
us and Matty, Dylan, George and Rajpal 
all bowled with accuracy.  Our batting 
got off to a slow start, but then James 
started hitting 6 after 6! Kamalveer, Joe 
and Fraser all followed suit. A much 
improved performance; well done.

Mr Thomas

Rounders vs Polam Hall School
Congratulations to our Year 10 
Rounders team who played out a 
comprehensive victory over Polam Hall 
School earlier this month.

The girls batted very well and stretched 
out a good lead in the first innings, 
then consolidated this by fielding their 
opponents out in both innings, earning 
a final score of 23-7.  Well done to Alice, 
who was voted Player of the Match 

(POM) by our opponents.

Our Year 9 team also played Polam on 
the same night. They worked well as a 
team and played a very tactical game. In 
the first innings they managed to get all 
of the Polam team out with 16 balls still 
remaining. All of the girls contributed 
to a very convincing win, 25-5. POM 
Maia.

Miss Stephens and Miss Turnbull
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EYFS Graduation
Our EYFS Graduation ceremony 
was a lovely way to celebrate our 
children’s achievements at the end 
of a very busy year.

The graduation was a time to reflect 
on how much the children had 
grown and achieved as well as give 
an insight into their future dreams.  

They proudly read aloud that they 
hoped to one day become doctors, 
nurses, teachers and even a frog!  

The children were excited to share 
their journey with their friends and 
family. 

Thank you for coming along to 
support us.

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

LAMDA 

Examinations
LAMDA examinations took place on 

Tuesday 7 and Wednesday 8 May.  

Of the 49 who entered, 27 students 

achieved a Distinction and 22 

achieved a Merit.  

Louisa, Felix and Darcey-Rue, 

pictured above, all achieved 

an incredible 100% in their 

examinations.

Mrs Walker

Reception 
profile 
results
We are thrilled to announce 
that our Reception class has 
achieved a staggering 100% 
Good Level of Development (GLD) this academic year, 
which is the national measure of attainment at the end of 
the Early Years Foundation Stage. The national average in 
2018 was 71.5%.

At Teesside High School, discrete 

assessment is ongoing in Early Years 

but the official Early Years Profile is 

completed for each child at the end of 

Reception.

In the profile, children are awarded 

a Good Level of Development based 

on their attainment in a number of 

key areas. They are deemed to have 

secured GLD if they have achieved 

the Early Learning Goals in the EYFS 

curriculum areas of Personal, Social 

and Emotional Development, Physical 

Development, Communication and 

Language Development, Literacy and 

Mathematics.

We are delighted with such a wonderful 

cohort of children who are eager to 

learn and work independently.  

These results continue to display that 

Teesside High School children exceed 

expectations in many areas of the EYFS 

curriculum. 

Mrs Clapton

Prep School Council
This year, the Prep School Council 
has worked hard to give our children 
a voice.  We have introduced a 
regular Class Council session, 
which has allowed School Council 
Representatives to discuss ideas 
with their forms and gather different 
thoughts and suggestions.  

One of the children’s big achievements 
has been the creation of a child 
friendly Anti-Bullying Policy, as they 
felt that it was important to make sure 
that all children knew what to do if 
they encounter such behaviour.  Once 
this was approved, the School Council 

were able to give each child in the 
Prep School a copy to take home and 
a larger version is now displayed in 
every classroom.  

The children have also worked hard 
on a number of other projects.  They 
have reintroduced Fruity Friday 
once a month to encourage and 
further promote healthy eating, have 
reviewed extra-curricular clubs 
and activities and wet break and 
playground equipment. They also 
organised an Inter-House Pancake 
Race!

The School Council has worked hard 
to improve the school but has also 
reached beyond the school community 
in order to help and support a number 
of charities.  Pupils were instrumental 
in helping to organise a variety of 
fundraising events for Children in 
Need.  They also organised two movie 
nights and a cake stall to raise money 
for the Great North Air Ambulance.

The children have worked incredibly 
hard this year and I am very proud of 
the contributions they have made. 

Mrs Kennedy

Year 2 Dolls Houses
Year 2 continue their study of Buildings as part of their IPC 
topic. 
In the last edition of our newsletter, 
there were some pictures of our Year 
2 children being interior designers, 
designing the room of a doll’s house. 
Having worked hard to design their 
rooms, they faced the challenge of 
making their designs using a range 
of different materials.  They had to 
consider the order in which they would 
complete their work so that their paint 
was dry in time, they could assemble 
their furniture successfully.

The children faced some design 
challenges along the way, but 
persevered in order to work around 

these problems and find suitable 
solutions.  They have all now finished 
their work, and we have had some 
lovely doll’s houses created!  The 
children finalised their project by 
completing an evaluation using the 
‘thinking hat’ approach in order to 
consider the process, the successes, 
the problems, the solutions and their 
feelings about their completed project. 
The children were very excited to take 
their finished work home to show their 
parents; we hope you enjoyed seeing it, 
too!

Mrs Kennedy

Year 1 Forest School
Year 1 had a fantastic time in Forest 
School on Friday. 

They used the skills they have learnt 
during their Forest School lessons to 
work as a team to create a den. 

They found the perfect location and 
discussed what techniques they would 
use to make a strong structure, drawing 

on the knowledge they have gained 

during their IPC topic, Buildings. 

The class demonstrated resilience, 

cooperation and self control throughout 

the afternoon, showing they are more 

than ready to move up to Year 2.

Mrs McCullagh
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Gibside Residential
Year 3 and 4 pupils are delighted to share their favourite 
moments from their recent residential stay at Gibside 
Discovery Centre.
When we went to Gibside, we set up an 
animal trap with sticks, sand and food 
on an open space.  We set up a camera 
on a tree to see if any animals came to 
our traps to eat the food.  We put a bin 
bag down on the floor and sprinkled 
sand over the bin bag to catch some 
footprints, then put some water to make 
the footprints stand out a bit more. We 
put sticks on the bin bag then we laid 
out some food and went to bed.  In the 
morning, we checked the cameras to see 
what we had found.

Harry Leader-Jenkins

We all went down to the fields of Gibside 
and set up animal traps to catch pictures 
of badgers.  We put food on sand to 
attract the animals to walk over the trap 
so we would see the footprints and catch 
the animals on camera. Group one found 
three badgers, a mouse and a jay.  Jays 
are very shy and hard to catch. The thing 
that shocked us was when they found 
three badgers. Badgers only come out at 
night.

Miles Carey

We were looking at animal habitats, 
which means where animals live.  First 
we went to the leafy, dry land where we 

found centipedes, spiders, woodlice and 
slugs. After that we went to the lily pad 
pond. There was an instructor who got 
us the animals from the lily pad pond. 
We saw different insects like water 
worms in our little tub of water. We got a 
leaflet with the different insects that live 
in the lily pond. 

Shayan Raja 

Year 3 and 4 walked through the forest 
to find a good spot where there was 
animal droppings, animal footprints and 
animal homes. Then we set our animal 
trap and placed a camera in a tree so 
we could film what happened. The next 
day we went to watch what came to our 
traps. In my group’s trap there were 
badgers, jays, crows and a fast, small 
mouse.

Lexie Webb

Gibside was the best part of my school 
year. We went treasure hunting, we went 
to find mini beasts and we also set up 
traps to see if any animals would eat the 
food that we had put on the ground.

Pierre Selenne

Miss Lockerbie

Prep 
Sports Day
Friday 21 June proved a 
competitive afternoon for 
our Prep pupils!
There were some outstanding 
performances with many historic 
records being broken, and fantastic 
new times and distances being set.

Layla Wild set a new record for the 
girls’ 1200m and smashed the 200m 
record by 4 seconds. For our shorter 
100m sprint, Lucas Jones, Lexie Webb 
and Evie Sheridan also set new records. 

For the longer distances, Benedict 
Croslegh also set a new record for 

1200m. 

Moving off track, Lucy Mulcrone 
equalled our Prep School High Jump 
record. 

The results overall were: 1st - Victoria, 
2nd - Cleveland and 3rd - Woodside.

Miss Hopkins

Playground 
Buddies

Our new Playground Buddies have 
officially begun their duties. 

The Buddies had to apply for 
the position and the selected 
candidates then undertook a 
training course over a period of 
three weeks. 

The Buddies are on duty on the 
playground every day carrying 
out a range of valuable roles: 
being a friendly presence on 
the playground, supporting co-
operative play, teaching children 
to play a wider range of games 
and helping them resolve minor 
conflicts. 

Thank you to our Playground 
Buddies who play such an 
important part in creating a safe, 
friendly, happy and peaceful 
atmosphere for children during 
break times.

Mrs Peacock

Able, Gifted and 
Talented

This year has been a very successful 
and busy year for our Prep Able, 
Gifted and Talented pupils. They 
started the year with a visit from 
Northumbria University, where 
they welcomed a team of Graduate 
Ambassadors who delivered a 
number of exciting and challenging 
workshops which were designed 
to support Higher Education. The 
Aspire2Be event during the autumn 
term was a new idea for our Prep 
Department and children loved 
meeting people from the world of 
work where they were inspired by a 
number of careers. Thank you to Mr 
Tindle, our Chair of Governors, for 
supporting our event and talking 
to pupils about possible careers in 
accountancy. In November, some 
of our AG&T pupils and aspiring 
medics had the opportunity to 
work with North Tees Hospital’s 
resuscitation team who delivered 
a basic life support session. It was 
clear from this visit that we have 
a number of future medics in the 
making! The year continued to be 
busy with Art workshops; Music 
concerts; visits to Middlesbrough 
Magistrates’ Court and Durham 
Tees Valley Airport and, finally, an 
outer space experience with York 
University’s mobile planetarium. 

Mrs Bryson

Year 6 Fine 
Dining
Deputy Head Girl, Siri, 
shares her experience at the 
Year 6 Fine Dining event. 

On Monday, Year 6 had their ‘fine dining’ 
event, and we were extremely lucky 
to be able to have it at the prestigious 
Crathorne Hall. We gathered there for 
about 6.30pm, and took many pictures 
whilst we enjoyed the sun. 

Everybody was cheery and well dressed 
up and careful of making sure they 
placed their napkins on their laps! 
Earlier on in the year, to chose to have a 
barbeque for our meal. We went to the 
barbeque in groups so that it wouldn’t 
get too crowded, and once we got our 
food, we all sat down at one long table. 
We were given scrumptiously rich 
brownies for dessert, served with a scoop 
of ice cream and cookie crumbs. 

After dinner, it was disco time! The 
DJ put on some lively music and got 
everybody up on their feet. By the end, 
even the teachers joined us for the Cha 
Cha Slide!  We were all very impressed 
with Mrs Mackenzie’s dancing skills! 

We all had an incredible evening, and the 
memories will remain with us. We thank 
Teesside High for helping to develop us 
into who we are now. 

Siri

See more photographs from the 
event on our Facebook page.
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Artist of the Month
We are delighted to announce that our Artist of the Month 
for June has been awarded to Marnie Smith in Year 10. 

Marnie is an exceptional artist who 
has created some fabulous artwork 
this year. The piece shown, based on 
the theme of ‘Macro’, depicts how our 

life events shape us into the person we 

become.

Mrs Machan

Collaborative Art 
Earlier in June, I had the pleasure of 
working with an enthusiastic group of 
students from Junction Farm Primary 
School.  The 20 students from Years 3-6 
spent some time learning about colour 
theory before putting their knowledge 
into practice. The children had a 
fantastic time and made this beautiful 
collaborative piece of art which was 
displayed at our Creative Arts Evening.

Outward Bound Residential
This year the Outward Bound 
adventure continued; bigger, better 
and even more challenging!

Year 8, Year 9 and Year 10 students 
took to an old manor house in a 
beautiful and secluded spot on Lake 
Ullswater ran by the Outward Bound 
Trust earlier this term.  

Students were challenged right from 
the very start, with a run and jump 
into the freezing waters of the lake. 

From there, we prepared for an 
overnight expedition, which would see 

the students pushed to the limit. 

Day two enabled the groups to 
experience rock climbing, gorge 
scrambling, cannoning and sailing. 
This was all before a hike up a 
mountain to cook their ration packs 
and wild camp for the night.  Wild 
camping brought its own challenges, 
some great and some which should 
never be spoke of again - the ‘poo 
tube’ is one of the these!

Although we were not gifted with the 
same weather as last year, everyone 
had a great time and really enjoyed 

the experience. We are already looking 
forward to next year’s adventure.

Mr Atkinson

Year 9 Trip to Edinburgh
It all began bright and early on Friday 
21 June. Almost 40 Year 9 students 
bumbled on to a coach to start their 
adventure to Edinburgh. 

The three and a half hour coach 
journey flew by as we took in the 
fabulous coastal scenery before 
arriving at Dynamic Earth to beautiful 
sunshine. As students entered the 
building they were divided into 
groups and taken downstairs to begin 
their experience of our Earth through 
time. As they entered the first room 
there were excited whispers about 
a time machine and little did they 
know that they would be riding this 
time machine back to the beginning 
of time! Students quickly boarded the 
time machine where they travelled 
to experience the birth of the Earth 
and the Big Bang, alongside the 
development of plate tectonics, 
experiencing real life smells and earth 

movements associated with volcanoes 
and earthquakes. 

The next adventure involved the 
students exploring real opportunity to 
touch a real iceberg! The excitement 
continued into the afternoon as we 
began our journey to what many 
described as the main attraction 
...Edinburgh Zoo. 

As we arrived at the zoo, students 
raced off to see what the attraction 
had to offer. Many observed the 
famous Penguin Parade whilst others 
gazed in awe at the giant pandas who 
were feeling particularly entertaining 
that day! 

At 3.00pm the group gathered 
together to take part in a Conservation 
workshop, something which our 
students felt was essential in light of 
the increasing deforestation concerns 
which have been aired in the news in 

recent weeks. Students took part in 
an interactive quiz to find out which 
animals were particularly endangered 
and why, before finding out what is 
done by Edinburgh Zoo to help these 
endangered animals. It was both a fun 
and enlightening experience. 

After a little more time to explore the 
zoo, students bought the last of their 
gifts and began their journey home. 

What a fantastic day! 

Mrs Little

Creative Arts Evening
Thursday 20 June marked the fourth annual Creative Arts 
Evening at Teesside High School. The evening consisted 
of a multitude of art displays, musical performances and 
Speech and Drama pieces which the audience thoroughly 
enjoyed. 
The evening commenced with a 
performance of Halima Pakasholo, a 
Namibian welcome song, performed by 
our Prep Choir. We also had our Senior 
Choir performing Can You Hear, which 
recently earned a 1st place award at the 
Shine Music Festival. Our community 
choir THS Voices singing a wonderful 
mashup of songs.

We are extremely proud of our 
partnership with Junction Farm 
Primary School, whose children 
performed two pieces, Juicy from 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory and 
A Million Dreams from The Greatest 
Showman. 

Throughout the night we enjoyed 
various Drama pieces such as an extract 
from 100 performed by GCSE Drama 
students, and an extract from The 39 
Steps performed by AS Drama students. 
Many of our pupils are involved in 
Music and Drama outside of school as 
well, and we witnessed a wonderful 
performance by Harry, which was his 
audition piece for the British Youth 

Music Theatre, which gained him a 
place within the company this year. 

Students in Key Stage 3 and above also 
have the chance to attend Speech and 
Drama lessons in school to develop 
their creativity and confidence. We 
were able to see incredible talent 
through pieces performed by Siri and 
Emmeline, who both won prizes at the 
Darlington Speech and Drama Festival 
this year. We also got to experience the 
magic of A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
through an extract by Lydia Wilson and 
Rosa Jones, who recently competed in 
the English Speaking Union’s Speaking 
Shakespeare competition.

We ended the evening with a tear-
jerking rendition of Sing by Gary 
Barlow. This was sung by our Prep 
Choir, Senior Choir, Junction Farm 
Primary School and THS Voices, 
with the Senior Chamber Orchestra 
accompanying. The solos were 
beautifully performed by three pupils 
from Junction Farm and I don’t think 
there was a dry eye in the room!

The evening also showcased artwork 
from KS3 and GCSE examination work 
as well as a collaborative design piece 
completed with Junction Farm. Canapés 
and tasty treats were available for 
the audience to try throughout the 
night thanks to the talents of the Food 
Department.

Overall, I would like to extend my 
thanks to all of the students and 
community members who performed 
that evening, the audience members, 
and staff and students who helped with 
microphones and refreshments.

I would also like to thank our wonderful 
performing arts teachers; without them 
this amazing spectacle would not have 
been able to happen. Thank you to Mrs 
Saxton, Mrs Shevels and Mrs Connor.

Hannah Foster, Performing Arts 
Captain, Year 12
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Year 11 
Prom
On Tuesday 25 June, Year 

11 students thoroughly 

enjoyed the eagerly 

anticipated Senior School 

Prom at Crathorne Hall Hotel. 

They were delighted with a night of 

glamour and glitz; arriving in style and 

dining and dancing with their closest 

friends until the late hours.  It was a 

beautiful evening to celebrate their 

hard work and resilience throughout 

their GCSE studies.  We are very excited 

to see what the future holds for all of 

our Year 11 students and we wish them 

the best of luck in whatever they choose 

to pursue next. 

Mrs Conroy

Chef workshop
Year 10 Food and Nutrition 
students visited Middlesbrough 
College this week to watch a 
demonstration from top American 
chef Tory McPhail, who was 
assisted by Middlesbrough’s Mayor, 
Andy Preston. Tory discussed his 
background and how he rose to 
culinary fame before demonstrating 
the preparation of a traditional 
Creole dish, Gumbo.

Miss Storey

Gymathon
In our last newsletter we shared with 
you details of Mrs Curson’s sponsored 
Gymathon, which aimed to raise money 
for Stokesley RDA. We are delighted to 
inform you that Mrs Curson completed 
her Gymathon (including eating a 
McDonald’s lunch on the treadmill!) 
and raised over £1000 for the charity.

Farewell 
Frau 
Waddoup
This summer, we say a sad 
goodbye to Teesside High 
School’s longest serving 
teacher, Gabriele Waddoup.
Frau Waddoup joined Teesside High 
School in 1986 and held her first form 
in 1987. Needless to say, she has had a 
remarkable impact on our school, its 
pupils and our staff ever since. 

Renowned for her organisation, 
precision, expert knowledge and 
outstanding trips to her motherland, 
Frau Waddoup is also one of the 
most kind, endearing and hilarious 
colleagues we could wish for. 

Frau Waddoup, good luck in your 
retirement and thank you for spending 
so many years with us.

At last you can ski and enjoy the 
après ski, play Uno with grown ups 
(not teenagers) and hang up your 
PowerPoints.  It has been a real 
privilege to work with you.  Have lots 
of fun in your retirement.  Walk, drink 
good wine and see the world. 

Miss Stephens

Frau Waddoup is renowned in school 
for lots of things, but cups of tea and 
perfect PowerPoints stand out for 
me. And her kindness and tolerance 

towards students and staff.

Mrs Hancock

Frau Waddoup has been a wonderful 
Head of Department, really supportive 
and knowledgeable and great to work 
with. I will really miss her.

Mrs Blyth

All aspects of Frau Waddoup’s trips 
were organised and executed with 
expert precision. As most of you will 
know, Gaby is a stickler for being 
punctual so we were always first in the 
queue at any of the attractions. No need 
for a fast pass when Frau is in charge!

Mrs Lister, former Bursar

Frau Waddoup is one of the most 
conscientious teachers I’ve ever come 
across; someone who genuinely cares. 
I will always remember her line: ‘I’m 
German, I like rules.’

Mrs Parker, former Head of English

Frau Waddoup was my first form 
tutor in Year 7 (back when it was the 
Upper 3!) and more recently, taught 

my daughter when she attended 
THS. We both have a huge amount of 
respect for her. We have been so lucky 
to have shared the same amazing 
teacher and even sat in the same seat 
in her classroom! She was influential 
for me and part of the reason I chose 
to teach my daughter German from a 
young age. We wish her the happiest 
of retirements and thank her for being 
such an excellent teacher.

Mrs Day and Heidi Day, former pupils

Frau taught me German all the way 
through to A-level, using her attention 
to detail to ensure I persevered with 
indecipherable German compound 
nouns, and instilling an appreciation 
for German humour and perspective. I 
ended up studying Modern Languages 
through to Masters level at university 
and have an abiding love of language 
learning - thanks in no small part to 
the enthusiasm and encouragement 
shown by Frau Waddoup.Frau is a 
brilliant teacher who pupils both past 
and present are very lucky to have 
been taught by. I would like to wish her 
a wonderful - and exceedingly well-
deserved - retirement. Herzlichen Dank.

Louise Taggart, former pupil

Good luck in your retirement. Both my 
daughters love your lessons and thank 
you for all your hard work. They want 
you to stay ‘just a bit longer’!

Mrs Smith, parent

Happy retirement to my favourite 
teacher, Frau Waddoup, who inspired 
me to study and develop a love of 
languages.

Leanne Potter, former pupil
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Pastoral Day
On Thursday 20 June, we hosted 
our annual Senior Pastoral Day. 

Year 7 learned about the dangers of 
fire and open water with Cleveland 
Fire Brigade and also worked 
with Student Ambassadors from 
Teesside University in a challenge 
which saw them design a Music 
Festival, taking into account 
budgeting, marketing and overall 
visitor experience.

Year 8 students enjoyed sessions 
such as ‘An Introduction to Crime 
Scene Investigation’ and ‘Online 
Safety’ before moving on to a 
teambuilding afternoon in our 
very own Woodland School with 
Mountain Activity Company. 
They completed various outdoor 
challenges to positively impact 
teamwork and friendships. 

Year 9 students spent an 
informative day with external 
visitors from Cleveland Police 
discussing Online Crime and Drugs 
Awareness and also covered Money 
Matters with Business specialist Mr 
Aberdeen. They also completed a 
healthy relationships session with 
Brook Advisory before completing 
a First Aid Learning Award with the 
British Red Cross. 

Year 10 students used the day to 
think about their futures; they 
worked with NCS on confidence 
building skills and took part in 
Newcastle University’s Study Skills 
and Bright Futures programme. 
They also worked with Brook 
Advisory on sexual health and 
volunteers from the Army for an 
outdoor problem-solving afternoon. 

We would like to thank all of the 
providers who took time out of 
their busy schedules to deliver 
these amazing sessions to our 
Senior School students; we are 
extremely grateful and know that 
these lessons will stay with them as 
they continue through school.

Mrs Conroy

Pearl of 
Africa 
Children’s 
Choir
We would like to share 
an exciting and unique 
opportunity for our school 
as we host the wonderful Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir 
on Tuesday 24 September.  
The Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir 
was founded in 1983 by Molly and Paul 
Wasswa, two teachers who established 
the Molly and Paul Christian Schools 
and the Molly and Paul Child Care 
Foundation.  The choir tours the UK 
to raise funds to support and care for 
orphaned children, young people and 
their families in Uganda. 

We will begin the day with a special 
assembly featuring a performance 
by the choir.  Our visitors will then 
stay with us throughout the morning, 
working with our Senior Choir and 
KS3 students in a carousel of activities 
including workshop-style lessons 
around Ugandan songs, drumming and 
dancing.  In the afternoon, the choir will 
work with Prep children and visiting 
primary schools and hold a Q&A 
session where our children will have 
the opportunity to ask the choir about 
their school and life in Uganda.  

All of this hard work will then be 
showcased in a special fundraising 
concert on the evening.  All students 
who participated in the day’s 
workshops will join with the Children’s 
Choir to share the sheer energy and 

joy of their singing in front of a packed 
audience.  The programme will include 
special performances from our Senior 
Choir and Prep children, plus selected 
items from the Year 7 and 8 workshops.  
The concert is free for all parents to 
attend with a retiring collection in aid 
of the Pearl of Africa charity to assist 
with the Foundation’s continuing 
work in Uganda.  Every penny raised 
from concert donations, jewellery 
and craft sales will go directly to the 
charity, enabling them to continue to 
provide these much needed lifelines for 
children in their care.  You can find out 
more about the charity at the following 
website: http://www.mollyandpaul.
org/index.html

We hope you will be interested in 
supporting this exciting new link across 
the globe and enjoy coming to watch 
the children make music together.  Free 
tickets will be available via our online 
ticketing system at the following link 
from Thursday 1 August: https://www.
ticketsource.co.uk/teesside-high-school

We look forward to seeing you there!

Mrs Shevels

Big Sing, Big Smile
Prep Choir enjoyed a fantastic 
afternoon at Sage, Gateshead, for the 
Big Sing, Big Smile event. 

Their amazing hard work and 
dedication to choir this year was 

rewarded with more singing, this time 
with a live band in the world class 
concert hall, Sage One.

Well done, everyone.

Mrs Shevels

A message from the Great North CityGames
The Great North CityGames will be 
hosted, for the very first time, in the 
Tees Valley, right here in Stockton, on 
Saturday 7 September. 

Stockton High Street will be 
transformed to welcome world class 
athletes, including our very own 
Teesside Tornado Richard Kilty, to 
compete in a top class live athletics 
event. The event will be broadcast 
live on BBC1. On the very same day 
we will also be hosting the Great 
Tees 10k, Junior and Mini runs. And if 

this isn’t enough, the High Street will 
feature a jam-packed events village 
to entertain all, including a climbing 
wall, inflatable assault course, craft 
activities, giant lawn games and 
much more, as well as the river being 
animated with a variety of planned 
activities throughout the day – there 
really is something for everyone. 

We are looking for runners of all ages 
and abilities to be a part of the event 
too.  Everyone can sign up and take 
part in either the 10k, the Junior (4k) 

or the mini (2k). All participants will 
receive a t-shirt, a medal and a goody 
bag. The course is flat and fast and 
we’ll have plenty of entertainment and 
cheering stations en-route to keep you 
motivated! The runs will all take place 
in the morning giving you the perfect 
opportunity to join in and then enjoy 
the live athletics action on the High 
Street.

Places are limited, so sign up now to 
secure your place; www.greatrun.org/
great-tees-10k

Richard 
Kilty 
inspires 
Senior 
students
Richard led an inspirational assembly on his career before 
working with our Able, Gifted and Talented Sport students 
in a small group sprint session.

Richard talked students through 
his career highlights, including 
World Indoor Gold (60m), European 
Championship Gold (4x100m relay), 
European Indoor Championship 
Gold (2015 – 60m, 2017 – 60m) and 
Commonwealth Games Gold (60m). He 
spoke about his rise through school, 
from PE lessons in primary school to 
the English Schools Championship, 
where he was the fastest schoolboy in 
the country over 100m for two years 
during Year 11 and Year 12.

He also discussed his careers lows, 
including race defeats and sponsorship 
struggles. Richard reinforced that 
defeat shouldn’t be seen as a loss, but 

a lesson. He described his pursuit of 
success as ‘relentless’; from sleeping 
on a bedroom floor in London so that 
he could train with Linford Christie to 
training so hard that he became injured 
– but never losing sight of where he 
wanted to be.

Following the assembly, Richard 
worked with a small group of our Able, 
Gifted and Talented Sport students, 
running through sprint drills to ensure 
they get the most from their body over 
even just a short distance.

We are very grateful to Enjoy Tees 
Valley for organising this special visit.

Mrs Conroy

Biology Challenge
This year’s Biology Challenge took 
place in March.  

Questions were set on the school 
curriculum, but the competition 
also rewards those students whose 
knowledge of the subject has been 
increased by reading books and 
magazines, watching natural history 
programmes, or taking notice of the 
news media for items of biological 
interest, and are generally aware of our 
natural flora and fauna. 

47,183 students from 527 schools 
worldwide participated this year. Our 
Year 9 and 10 students did very well 
indeed, achieving commended, highly 
commended, bronze, silver and gold 
awards. 

Megan in Year 10 was amongst the top 
5% of entrants to obtain a prestigious 
gold award. 

Mrs Jackson
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A beautiful lunchtime on the school field for 
our annual House Rounders competition. 
Congratulations to Cleveland House for 
taking the victory.

Nursery children are wizards with wands! 
They have all enjoyed becoming wizards as 
part of their literacy work about the letter 
‘w’ this week.

Nursery children and their families have been busy sharing all of their wonderful memories 
created over the past year.  It has been an amazing year in Nursery and the children have all 
made memories which will last a lifetime.

Year 7 students have worked hard to make 
some fantastic creations as part of their 
knife assessment in Food and Nutrition. 

Holly has been raising money for Butterwick 
Hospice through a Eurovision sweepstake 
and by making bracelets. Holly has raised 
£85.00 for the charity so far!

Our Chair of Governors Mr Rob Tindle met 
Conservative MP and former Education 
Secretary Nicky Morgan at an Institute of 
Chartered Accountants lunch this month.

Sixth Form Biologists are studying Ecology 
this half term. Their current topic involves 
estimating population size, and what better 
way to do so than with a lovely meal worm 
practical!

Year 5 and 6 pupils really enjoyed their Latin masterclass with Miss Bird last week. Whilst 
learning Latin, the children also used their mathematical skills to solve a case study. They 
were ably assisted by zombie Sixth Form students!

Year 3 and 4 visited the Senior School Science Department as part of their study into life 
cycles last week. Mrs Kirk talked to the children about meal worms and the different stages 
of their life.

We are celebrating fantastic netball success! Mazie in Year 9 won the Under 14 Durham 
League with her club Oaksway Netball Club and Alexandra in Year 7 captained her Under 
12 team Grangetown Netball Club to victory in the South Durham and Cleveland Netball 
League. 

As part of their IPC unit Going Global, pupils in Year 5 have been discussing the types of holidays 
available and how tourism can benefit the local community. They looked at a range of brochures and 
leaflets that have been created for tourists visiting our country and talked about the things that might 
attract someone to our local area. Pupils considered groups of people who have different interests and 
created an interactive map, researching carefully the attractions and amenities available. 

Students in Year 9 have been busy designing 
a 3D model of a set, using beautifully 
detailed backgrounds and miniature props.

Reception children had a special visit from 
Year 7 yesterday as the Senior students 
came along to help with a morning 
Mathematics lesson.
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