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Magazine Editorial 

This year’s Magazine has been a collaborative effort between Caroline Chapman, Helen 

Vaughan and Alex Carey (Hamblett) who volunteered to take on this task as well as chasing 

up contributors!   

We are always grateful for contributions from members – an article about an interesting 

hobby, holiday or job as well as news about families, especially their marriages and births.  

Please send any articles for the next Magazine to Caroline Chapman. 

 Caroline Chapman (Alder) caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com   

Subscriptions 

This year we marked on the letter for the AGM/luncheon notices, where subscriptions were 

outstanding. If you missed this, there is a reminder on your magazine address label too. 

Where subscriptions have been outstanding for more than 3 years at 1.4.19, your 

membership will be cancelled and you will receive no further magazines. We hope that you 

will renew your membership in order that you do not miss out on keeping up with the news. 

As you can appreciate it costs a lot to print and send out the magazine and as postage goes 

up each year. 

Chairman’s Letter 

Welcome to this issue of the Teesside High Former Students’ Association Magazine. A very 

special, 120th Anniversary edition. Following our luncheon on 27th April we are pleased to give 

you this bumper edition of our Newsletter and hope you enjoy reading it. 

 

We look forward to another year of fulfilling our core aims – keeping up a connection between 

past and present staff and students, raising funds for the purchase of equipment and 

resources for the school. 

 

We are pleased to welcome two new committee members; Sue Wilkinson and Georgina 

Lewis following the AGM. If you feel that you could spare three evenings a year plus 

attending the AGM/Annual Luncheon and you live near the school where meetings are held, 

then please get in touch with Caroline Chapman. caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com  

With best wishes, 

Helen Vaughan (Williamson) 
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President’s Letter 

I am proud to report another successful year at Teesside High School. Our numbers continue 

to grow, as recommendations from current parents continue to promote the excellent 

education we provide. Our staff work incredibly hard to ensure we offer an engaging and 

inspiring curriculum with a broad range of co-curricular experiences that foster those ‘soft 

skills’ of communication, confidence and resilience.  

Our aim this year was to enhance the school’s presence within our local community. We 

have always been very proud of our contribution to occasions such as Remembrance 

Service, but this year has seen us launch THS Voices, a community choir, and THS Write, a 

community creative writing class, too. We are also working with Reuben Manor Care Home 

on a heart-warming friendship initiative between our students and their residents. We have 

also worked in partnership with a number of primary schools for book tours and author 

visits, language master classes and athletics festivals, with over 1000 local primary school 

pupils visiting Teesside High School this year alone. 

At a time when mental well-being is increasingly prevalent, we are in the fortunate position 

to offer a rich and vibrant co-curricular programme that not only offers new opportunities 

and experiences for our youngsters, but also the chance to get out and engage in outdoor 

Alex Carey, Harriet Beadnell, Helen Vaughan, Caroline Chapman and Charlotte Puryer 
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activities that will stretch and challenge our students physically and mentally. We aim to 

develop well-rounded students who possess all of the skills needed to take an objective look 

at what is important in their lives and rise to a challenge without the fear of failure.  Our 

Outdoor Education programme is at the heart of this work. 

At Teesside High, we firmly believe that the opportunity to engage in adventurous activity in 
the outdoors is fundamental to developing our young people in every way imaginable. 

Improving quality of life through better health, fitness and movement is the most basic of 
expectations from this type of activity, but it is proven to run so much deeper. Building trust 
in peers and confidence in themselves through activities which promote physical and mental 
challenge in a range of environments, these activities demand perseverance and 
determination, problem solving and decision making as well as independence and self-
reliance, all of which builds resilience through a range of day-long and residential 
experiences. 

Our comprehensive Outdoor Education programme starts with our youngest pupils. All Prep 
children from Nursery to Year 6 are given the chance to explore the world around them 
under the guidance of our qualified Forest School practitioner in our extensive grounds and 
woodland. They begin to take measured risks, develop their sense of responsibility and grow 
in confidence. As they progress through the Prep School, the children take on new 
challenges which allow them to believe that, with support and determination, they can 
achieve new highs. Our Year 3 and 4 residentials take in Gibside and Robinwood, where the 
children experience stream walking, abseiling and canoeing. In Year 5 and 6, the children 
learn how to create and handle fire safely at Eden Project, Cornwall. 
  
We work with Mountain Activity Company (MAC) to provide a number of Outdoor and 
Adventure Camps throughout the Easter and summer holidays. These programmes 
challenge our children to find qualities and skills they never believed they might have, all the 
while exploring leadership, teamwork, resilience and motivation through worming, climbing, 
abseiling and orienteering. 
  
The adventurous offer continues throughout the Senior School and Sixth Form. In Year 7, 
those new to the Senior School enjoy team building experiences across the year, including in 
our own Woodland School and through a two night residential near Hexham. Here, students 
are faced with land-based challenges such as zip wire, Jacob’s ladder and a leap of faith, all 
of which contributes to foundations of life-long friendships and camaraderie.  
  
In Years 8-10, the residential experience takes on a new dimension as students tackle water-
based challenges at Outward Bound, Ullswater. From Year 10 to 13, all students are further 
encouraged to be involved in the Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, which the school has 
led very successfully for over twenty years. Students complete volunteering, learn skills 
outside of the compulsory expedition and develop invaluable qualities as they embark upon 
their next step. 
  
We recognise that academic achievement is significantly enhanced by the soft skills 
developed through Outdoor Education.  At Teesside High School, we aim to grow global 
citizens who are aware of the need for sustainability in the use of our natural resources. 
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Spending time in stunning landscapes both in this region and further afield enriches this 
awareness, broadens horizons and influences our young people way beyond the years they 
spend at school. 
                                                                                    Mrs Kirsty Mackenzie – Head Teacher 

DECEMBER 2018 SPEECH DAY 
 
When I first came to this school, fourteen years ago as a Head of Physics my motivation 

was purely selfish; to teach A level.  

Many friends and family asked me Teesside where? Who are they? At the time my 

response was purely geographic, a location- Eaglescliffe, near Preston park. It’s the 

independent girls’ school. 

In that time I have seen many changes come to this School and it has morphed and 

grown into the vibrant place it is today. Where all children are welcome regardless of 

their ability, where progress is measured and recognised and every opportunity is given 

to celebrating individual achievements; whether that be our weekly assembly for 

certificates and updates, music concerts and exhibitions that showcase the developing 

creative talents of our students, celebration of achievement for years 7 to 10 at the end 

of the year or today- Speech day where we celebrate the dedication, hard work and 

continued drive of our students to succeed and achieve and develop those strong 

foundations that will help them move onto their next adventure. 

The educational buzzword for this year has been resilience. Apparently in general UK 

students haven’t got it and the powers in governments are concerned how we teach it.  

I’m not. Resilience is something that we encourage daily either through our feedback in 

lessons for improvement, the new skills learnt in our co-curricular activities or the 19 

lunchtime training sessions we offer. Our Outdoor Education provision with MAC camp 

continues to grow in popularity with holiday camp sessions now running three times a 

year and 24 students taking up the Duke of Edinburgh Challenge, 3 of those successfully 

completing Gold this year and awaiting their palace invitation. 

Our students are constantly making mistakes and learning from them because how else 

do we learn if never get it wrong. 

Our under 13 and under 16 hockey teams showed resilience to become County league 

winners, in fact we had 8 students represent the county in Hockey with one talented 

individual being selected for the England pathway. This level of skill does not come 

without a commitment to training and a will to succeed. Our under 16 net ballers made 

it to the National finals for the second year running with 4 playing at county level and 

again another students selected for England trials. The boys are not to be outdone in the 

sporting field with 5 students playing county Rugby, another 5 county cricket and one 

international footballer. 

Not all of our sporting achievements are team based our cross country athletes continue 

to brave all weathers in the county competitions with one shining star running in the 
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national event. We have also seen individual success for one student who is now ranked 

7th in the British Kayaking order of merit. 

Our student commitment to sport is, I believe, second to none and win, lose or draw 

they are ready to do it all again. 

Our students develop a passion for life  and learning, whether that is through the 

numerous trips and visits to Italy, Kokomo or London where their conduct and manners 

are frequently praised or through the wide range of gifted and talented opportunities to 

broaden their experiences and open their eyes to different professions from medicine, 

members of parliament and Aeronautical engineers to performing arts, directors and 

playwrights or the numerous opportunities to meet talented authors, poets and artists 

that visit our school. 

So now when people ask who we are I have a very different response, one which is 

driven by the pride and passion I feel for what we do and what our students achieve. 

We are a school that punches above its weight 

60 % of all A level grades were grade A*-B 

 94% of our students achieved 5 A*-C grade passes at GCSE, including Maths and 

English.  

With over 50 music examinations and 49 Speech and Drama entries for  LAMDA 

qualifications our students are clearly not only focused on their academic studies but 

juggling the demands of time and practise; very successfully if the 63 Distinction awards 

are anything to go by. 

Once again one of our Year 11 Geographers received a national prize by the Royal 

Geographical Society for outstanding performance in the GCSE Geography examination 

and 12 of our Year 11 students rose to the challenge of the Higher Project Qualification 

with 8 achieving grades at A or A*. 

This is not a selective school who weeds out those who are deemed different or ‘weak’. 

This is not a school where we work on the elite. This is a school where every student 

matters and has a part to play in making our community great. 

We are growing within our community. With over 10 primary liaison events last year 

we saw a huge number of primary schools take advantage of our expertise. This 

culminated with the fabulous production of We Will Rock You in partnership with 

Junction Farm primary school 

We are small but mighty 

We are force to be reckoned with.  

This environment is not created by accident it is engineered, honed and cultivated daily 

by dedicated staff with a passion for creating opportunities for all our students, by 

parents who constantly encourage and support their children, and by pupils who are 
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not afraid to make mistakes but will continue to pick themselves back up, brush 

themselves off and try, try, try again.  

We are Teesside High School, welcome to our family. 

                                                                    Kirsty Mackenzie - Head 

Details of our 2018 6th Form leavers Further Educational Choices: 
(Bold indicates Grade A/A*, Italics indicate AS result) 

Joanne Bainbridge Food & Nutrition, Health & Social 
care 

Employment with further 
education 

Serena Carey Biology, Chemistry, Mathematics Biochemistry – Newcastle 
University 

Lliam Casey Computing, Mathematics, Physics Employment 

Ryan Deane Business Studies Employment 

Sophie Donaldson Business Studies, Psychology, 
Sports Studies 

Psychology- Loughborough 
University 

James Gardner Biology, Physics, Mathematics Physics & Astrophysics-
University of Hull 

Rebekah Higgins Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics Theoretical Physics – Edinburgh 
University 

Donny Hughes Business Studies, Economics, 
History 

Employment with Degree 
Apprenticeship 

Clara Hurley Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics Physics & Medical Physics – 
Sheffield University 

Harmeen kaur Biology, Chemistry, Economics Medicine- Hull/York Medical 
School 

Navleen Kaur Chemistry, Geography, 
Pyschology 

Further Education 

Simran Kaur Biology, Chemistry, Psychology Dentistry –University of 
Valencia (deferred entry) 

Robert Marsh Business Studies, Economics Employment 

Arbaaz Mughal Business studies, Economics, 
Sports Studies 

Business Studies – Manchester 
Metropolitan University 

Samantha Pinches German, Mathematics, Music Music – University of cambridge 

Annabel Steele Biology, Chemistry, Geography Medicine – Hull/York Medical 
School 

 
Degree Successes 

Millie Allen                   2:1 Honours in Geography, Newcastle University. 
 
Holly Armstrong             First Class Honours degree in Business and Financial Management,      
                                           Northumbria University.       

Hannah McGloin         2.1 Honours Degree, Psychology, University of Liverpool 

Yasmine Raif                2.1 Honours degree, Genetics, University of Leeds 

Emily Willis                  Masters Degree in Creative Writing, University of East Anglia. 
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Teesside  High Former Students’ Association Speech & Drama Awards 

This year we gave our Speech & Drama Trophies  in the Junior School and Henry Norman in 

the Senior School for their progress in Speech and Drama.  

We donated two trophies in memory of Dorothy Blackburn these were to be awarded to the 

Pre-prep School House Sports team and the Prep School House Sports Team each year. 

We also provide a trophy on behalf of The Alexandrina Ruth Chalmers Award, this  is 

presented to a pupil who has made significant contribution to the school during the year. 

 

 

120th ANNIVERSARY LUNCHEON 27TH APRIL 2019 

Memories & Thanks 
 
     Everyone knew everybody.   It was a delight to teach in both the Prep and Senior Schools 

and to see the young girls develop into confident and talented young ladies.   Each summer 

all the school would take part in the Race For Life on the school field.   The Prep School in 

the morning and the Senior School in the afternoon. 
     In the 1990's we hosted several schools from Australia and played hockey and netball 

matches against them.   This led to us taking our hockey and netball squads to Australia in 

2000, when we visited Sydney, Brisbane, Gympie and Cairns.   One of the highlights was 

visiting the sports facilities which were built and being ready for the Olympics.  Another was 

going out to the Great Barrier Reef where several girls swam in blue body suits in the Pacific 

Ocean. 
     A second tour took place in 2003 when we visited Singapore, Cairns, Brisbane, Sydney 

and Fiji.   We played against very strong opposition in Australia.   In Fiji it was an honour to 

play in their new National Stadium which was built to host the South Pacific Island 

Games.   We WON.   Having travelled all round the world we arrived back at Manchester 

Airport and no luggage.   Most of our luggage arrived home 2 days late having been stuck at 

Heathrow.   The holdall containing our hockey sticks took about 3 weeks.   A 3 foot stuffed 

animal which one of the team won whilst we were in Cairns had an extra journey to 

Cleveland in the USA and was eventually reunited with its owner several weeks later. 
                                                                                                                           Margaret Fraser 

 

"The 120th Anniversary Celebration Day was a great success and it was fabulous to see so 

many people there. I enjoyed catching up with Philippa Guest, Sheila Morgan and 

Valerie Twizell, who I remember very well, although they were not in my school year. I also 

enjoyed chatting with Janet Hall.  I spotted Ann Cadwallender, who I thought hadn't changed 

at all since school, but didn't get chance to talk to her. I don't know if she would have 

remembered me, though, as I was a few years behind her at QVHS. Thanks to everyone who 

made the day possible and also for the gift of a THOSA badge." 

                                                                                                               Victoria Green (Alder) 
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Quotations from “thank you” cards following the Luncheon: 

“Thank you for all the hard work involved in making the reunion such a wonderful day. It 

was obvious that such a lot of thought and planning had been involved”. 

“What a wonderful day we had on Saturday meeting up with so many old friends from 

School. Thank you for such a happy event”. 

“Thank you for Saturday . It was a huge success and a thoroughly enjoyable day. The food as 

always was excellent”. 

“Thank you for a wonderful event on Saturday. It was lovely to reconnect with some of my 

old classmates. You did a wonderful thing”. 

                                                                                                     

We were pleased to welcome:                                                                    

The Deputy Lord Lieutenant for North Yorkshire Trevor Watson JP(Governor) who gained 

permission to attend in the Durham area. 

Rob Tindle – Chair of Governors and Kirsty Mackenzie Head Teacher 
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All together before we sat down for a lovely buffet lunch in the Hall decorated with 

balloons in the School colours. 

GUEST LIST: 

Kirsty Mackenzie _ THS Head                                                                        Rob Tindle – Chair of Governors 
Trevor Watson JP –Deputy Lord Lieutenant for North Yorkshire           Alison Geenwood- Governor 
Nicola Stephens- THS Deputy Head (Pastoral)                                           Anna Guest 
Carolyn Williams – THS Director of Preparatory School                           Margaret Watson  
Josh Rance – THS Head Boy                                                                           Dennis Lister 
Sarah Henderson – THS Head Girl                                                                Joyce Lister 
Helen Vaughan (Williamson) – THFSA Chair                                               Angela Steele 
Gabrielle Waddoup – THS Teacher                                                               Jan Beeton- former Governor     
Pam Walker (Royle) – Television Presenter.                                               Georgina Lewis 
Charlie Watson – Former Acting Head and Governor 
His Honour Judge Peter Armstrong and his wife Joanna Armstrong 
Joan Hennessy (Coles) Former Head and her husband Brian Hennessy 
Richard Dyke – Former Finance Director 
Stuart Humphreys – Former PTS Chairman and his wife Pixie Humphreys 
Caroline Chapman (Alder) – Former Finance Director and THFSA Treasurer 
Victoria Green (Alder) 
Joanna Sellers (Murphy) – Former THFSA Committee 
Joyce Willis (Cartwright) – THFSA Committee member 
Malcolm Wilkinson – Former Head                                                          Julie Norris – Former staff 
Anne Vickers – Former staff                                                                      June Gray – Former staff      
Sue Brown – Former Head’s PA                                                                Jean Simpson – Former staff 
Margaret Fraser – Former staff                                                                June Shippey – Former Head’s PA 
Ann Morrigan – Former Staff                                                                    Vera Wade – Former staff    
Katherine Chamberlain – Former staff                                                    Arthur Willis – Former staff                   

Nicole Addison                Marion Alderson (Ferguson)                Geraldine Appleyard (Ward) 
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Kathleen Baldwin (Rogers)   Eileen Baxendale (Borgars)              Keith Baxendale 
Harriet Beadnell                                   Mary Bellaby (Argyle)                       Lesley Black (Haworth) 
Sheila Burnham (Morgan)                  Patricia Callaghan (Crewe) Kate Caroe (Puchala) 
Pamela Carter                                       Alex Carey (Hamblett)                          James Carey 
Catherine Collingwood 
(Downing) 

Jennifer Coulson (Sharing) Jean Coulthard (Kennedy) 

Jackie Earl (Robinson) Judith Emmerson (Cook) Kathryn Gillie (Fawcett) 
Jean Goldsbrough Anne Greenaway (Patten) Barbara Griffiths (Moore) 
Rita Hanford (Arthur) Dr Brenda Hartley (Smith) Martin Hartley 
Jane Herbery (Willis) Val Heslop (Twizell) Phillip Hobson 
Sheila Hunter (Mustard) Ann Jenkin (Cadwallender) Ken Jenkin 
Christine Lawson (Ferguson) Glenys Leach(Kennedy) Nora Mason (Twyman) 
Rachel McCouran Phillipa Mooney (Guest) Caroline Paul (Sellers) 
June Place (Porritt) Catherine Phillips (Knight) Charlotte Puryer 
Ruth Rawlings (Shepherd) Linda Redhead (Marsden) Samantha Riley (Siddle) 
Carole Rowden (Meachen) Bridget Sutton (Eggleston) Joan Salmon (Arthur) 
Louise Shennan (Sharing) Dorothy Simpson (Brooks) Heather Steele 
Annabel Steele-Former head girl Susan Stansfield (Leng) Gillian Sweeney (Hay) 
Mary Taylor (Whenray) Jean Thornton (Cowan) Janet Twizell (Hall) 
Anne Wade (Curry) Ruth Wade (Curry) Helen Wakeford (Murray) 
Jo Walker Linda Stephenson  
Allison Wallberg Alison Ward Sarah Welford (Brown) 
Anne Wignall (mcCouran) Kiron Wilcox (Bedi) Susan Wilkinson (Oliphant) 
Kim Wilson (Burdon) Louise Wynn (Ringquist)  

 

ORDER OF THE DAY 
 
11am -11.45am Registration in the Prep School Foyer with morning coffee and biscuits in the Prep   
School Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Some of the memorabilia 
  As displayed in the Sports Hall 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                   Jane Willis & Harriet Beadnall                           Caroline Paul chats over coffee to her Mum 
               Make sure everyone has checked in.                           Joanna Sellers 
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12 noon -12.45pm Pre Lunch Drinks in the Main School Dining Room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1pm Lunch in the Main School Hall 
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3pm Cutting the Cake  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3.30pm Entertainment by the choir and musicians of Teesside High School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4pm Raffle Prizes  were drawn:- 
 
 A Signed Middlesbrough Football 
£50 Voucher for Dinner at Cena Restaurant in Yarm 
£30 Marks & Spencer Voucher 
£50 Hamper 
A room for 2 including breakfast at the Ramada Encore 
       in Newcastle- Gateshead for one night.  
Cakes & sweets 
 Selection of Wine Bottles 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some members of the School 

choir performed and delighted us 

with a medley of song they had 

sung in the Teesside Music 

Festival.  

 
JOYCE AND ARTHUR WILLIS  
CUT THE CELEBRATION CAKE 
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Josh Rance - Head Boy 
 
When speaking to the former students you could hear the passion in their voice as they 
spoke about the school and those within it. When some opted to take the tours that were 
offered, although it may have changed a bit, they said it hadn’t changed too much since 
becoming Teesside High, which as I can imagine we all know. Too much change can be a 
bad thing and this school has never lost the character or sense of community that has been 
passed on throughout the years. It also maintains the certain features that cause us all to fall 
in love with everything to do with the school and that none of the former students would 
change the school for the world. This came across in every part of the day from some of the 
conversations we had when we first arrived to talk at lunch and upon leaving.  
Personally speaking Teesside High has helped me in massive amounts as it has allowed me 
to come out my shell I was in when I first joined this school from a state school. When I first 
joined I was very quiet and always doubted myself. However I have found that this school 
pushes students, because of its size teachers know the students so much better. This 
means they know your individual strengths and weaknesses so they will encourage you and 
speaking from personal experience it has really helped me. I will never forget what this 
school has done for me, especially for giving me the support and confidence to go for 
headboy. Attending the 120th anniversary former students association lunch has proved to 
me how special this and the past school has been in the former students lives. When it 
comes to reflecting on my time here I will look back with fond memories that will stay with me 
for life, and how proud I am to be a part of the community. Hopefully when I come back to 
the school in future I will see it get even stronger than it currently is now. I will always be 
grateful for how the school has shaped me in more than one but to ultimately be the person I 
am.  
 
Sarah Henderson - Head Girl 
 
This weekend, Josh and I had the privilege to attend the Former Students Association 120th 
Year Celebration as Head Boy and Head Girl. The day was well organised and elegantly set, 
causing us to worry if we were dressed smart enough, if we’d make a good impression or if 
people could see that we were painfully aware of our table manners. Although being a little 
apprehensive at first, we soon realised that there was nothing to worry about as we were 
immediately welcomed into the community.  
We both agree that the highlight of our day, other than having a victoria sponge all to 
ourselves, was having the privilege to speak to a range of former students and teachers from 
each of the schools. Our conversations were filled with fond memories of classmates and 
school days, and about finally leaving to become nurses, teachers and doctors to name but 
a few. Through this, we realised one main thing - every one of these women were incredibly 
proud to be a part of the community, whether they be from Victoria, Cleveland or Teesside 
High School. The school they attended was not just a means of obtaining an education, but 
instead, it gave each student an invaluable start to their lives in whichever path they decided 
to take. Some attending university, and others choosing different options, the range of 
experiences proved that education and academic excellence, although important, does not 
determine success, and is not, nor has ever been the focus and heart of Teesside High 
School. Providing each student with a strong sense of self-belief, individuality and morality, 
each former student said the school they attended had shaped them into the person they are 
today - for better or for worse! This pride and friendship between students from different 
years and different founding schools made the day something myself and Josh will 
remember fondly. 
As I enter my final two weeks at THS, I also look back on fond memories throughout the 
school and hope that others joining will be able to experience what has always made this 
community so special. I hope to be able to come back to Former Student Association events 
in the future, to celebrate all the incredible students, teachers and staff that have contributed 
to making the past 120 years a success. 
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Apologies for missing the 120th Anniversary Luncheon: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Viewers of Channel 5’s ‘The Yorkshire Vet’ may have 

recognised a familiar face appearing recently. Guy Killick, 

BVSc, MRCVS, attended Sixth Form at Teesside High School, 

leaving in 2011 to study Veterinary Science at Liverpool.  He 

began seeing practice and training under Peter Wright at 

Skeldale Veterinary Centre (the original James Herriot 

practice) while studying for his A-levels at Teesside High and 

continued to attend through University.  He is now a Senior 

Vet at the practice. 

A short time ago Guy was filmed carrying out some very 

complex surgery on a spaniel and it is evident that he makes 

a first-class vet.  We are proud of you Guy!! 

Sue Brown 

Former Head’s PA 

Phillipa Mooney (Guest) with governors Charlie Watson, Alison Greenwood, 

Dennis Lister, Margaret Watson 
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Memoirs of students attending the 120th Anniversary Luncheon: 

C. Arthur Willis: 

In 1958, I joined QVHS as the first male member of staff and taught Geography for 9 years 

until 1966. My abiding memory is of the generous welcome I received from enthusiastic and 

friendly students. 

Although only a small School with a one-form entry, it was a very successful and happy one 

from which girls went on to further success in many varies careers. 

The mind retains so many memorable events eg: 

-  The annual house music competition organised by Miss Valerie Jones with an 

external adjudicator. 

- The holiday to Austria organised by Miss Barnes with so many highlights especially 

the visit to a salt mine with an underground train ride. 

- The geography field week in North Wales together with students from Stockton 

Grammar School. 

- The pigeons clattering off the roof of the top floor geography room whenever a 

vehicle exhaust back fired on the road outside. Lessons were also accompanied by 

the mournful tolling of the church bell opposite. 

- The oft-repeated instruction by Deputy Head Miss Barnes that “There will be a bell” 

to indicate dismissal time for classes at the end of a particular day’s event. At the 

end of term, it was accompanied by an instruction that under no circumstances 

should the envelope containing the School Report should be opened before being 

given to a parent. A case for superglue! 

Joyce Willis: 

Having a beautiful pink net party dress for my first Kindergarten Christmas Party – receiving 

a gift of cocoa from Canada during the World War II, we queued in the Hall for it! Later 

being inspired by Miss Hay to read and love literature, but most of all, the friendship of 

fellow pupils – some still my dearest friends of to-day. 

Bridget Sutton (Eggleston): 

My sister Carol was already in the juniors and my Mother had also attended QVHS when I 

entered Kindergarten in 1949. Each day I remember hoping my hand and or my hanker-chief 

would be selected and drawn by Miss Maughan on the blackboard because they were the 

cleanest, she inspected them every day! I believe now she chose the hanky with the least 

complicated design! There was excitement at break when I collected my Elastoplast tin from 

the wicker basket with a biscuit inside to eat with my bottle of warmed (yuck!) milk – it was 

heated by the open coal fire, which had a huge guard round it. In transition stood an 

enormous doll’s house, I never got to play with it but I peered inside, nose pressed to the 
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glass imagining amazing family happenings. Sometimes the “big” girls came to help us with 

reading and counting – I was in awe of them! Happy Days! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                          Sheila Burnham (Morgan) 

Caroline Chapman,(Alder) ,         Victoria Green (Alder)                                Janet Twizell (Hall) 

 

Harriet Beadnell, Charlotte Puryer &  Phillip Hobson, Nicole Addison, Alex & James Carey 
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Victoria Schofield-Vollans (Alder): 

- Sitting in the Sixth Form Common Room at QVHS in the winter, with a lovely, roaring 

fire and never a thought of Health & Safety. 

- Visits to classical music concerts with Miss Jones. 

- School trip to Italy (Rome) 

Glenys Leach (Kennedy): 

I loved being at the same School from 5 until 18 (1952-1965) in a building that looked like a 

doll’s house and gradually working my way through all the rooms inside, with the same 

friends. Now I realise how inadequate those rooms were compared to the facilities and 

space at Teesside High ! 

Caroline Chapman (Alder): 

- Fond memories of our School trip on the cruise around the Mediterranean visiting 

Venice, Athens, Crete, Malta, Morocco and Lisbon before sailing through a force 10 

gale in the Bay of Biscay wondering whether we would make it back to 

Southampton. 

- Memories of Miss Linton’s History lesson at QVHS where she would demonstrate 

how the soldiers would swing their long pikes, using the old window pole and 

anyone in the front row had to duck out of the way. 

- Being one of the first pupils at THS when there was just the classroom block and the 

dinner room block and a tin corridor linked the two, where you queued for your 

dinner, which was freezing in the winter. The corrugated iron corridor was also used 

as a backdrop to the individual School black & white photographs because it looked 

like curtains! 

Sue Wilkinson: 

My best memory of Queen Vic is organising a discotheque at Richard Hind hall to raise funds 

for a charity. I brought my red and grey Dansette record Player on the bus – Happy Days  

Sheila Downs (QVHS 1943-1950): 

This is not necessarily my happiest memory of QVHS, but I thought it appropriate in the 

context of this 120th Reunion. I was Head Girl from 1949-50 when the 50th Anniversary was 

celebrated and was invited to represent the School at the dinner in the Queen’s Hotel near 

the Stockton Railway station in a long dress and all!. I spoke on behalf of the School and 

particularly remember Miss Smithson, herself an old girl and who taught us elocution, 

beaming with pleasure that I had done her credit! 
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I was also asked to give the prizes out at THS speech day about 20 years ago and to my 

surprise was asked to open the new Art Department – not my strongest subject, but I 

managed a pass a School Certificate Art! 

Julia Cooper (Sowerby): 

I attended QVHS from age 5 (kindergarten under Miss Maughan) until I left in 1956 to go to 

Edinburgh University to read Biochemistry. In the VI th form I spent two afternoons a week 

at Stockton technical College for Physics and Chemistry. 

One particular event at QVHS stands out: Jean Povey, (then our music mistress) and her 

husband to be , Eric Garret, gave a concert in the School hall. It was about 66 years ago but I 

still remember two items;- one was Mussorgsky’s The song of the flea, The other was Zerlina 

and Masetto’s duet from Don Giovanni. I have been a passionate opera lover ever since. 

Sheila Hunter (Mustard) ex QVHS: 

I signed up to a trip to York to see the Mystery Plays (I enjoyed Agatha Christie) It was quite 

a surprise to see the Guild floats/plays and to find the nature of the evening performance. 

As the crowd fell silent and the scenes developed the drama was enhanced by the darkening 

sky. Then we walked back through the moonlit streets, the medieval buildings throwing 

shadows as if they were part of the drama. It was an experience I have never forgotten and 

York has always been my favourite city since then. 

Muriel Skeoch (Bennett): 

I attended Cleveland School from 1960-67 and they were very happy years. I had a good 

education and made many friends, several of which I still keep in touch with today. However 

the person I am most grateful to was Mrs Olive Clark who taught history up to GCSE at 

Cleveland School. She also taught drama and her lessons were full of excitement and 

interest as she told us about the characters and events in British History up to 1815. As a 

result I have loved History ever since. I took a degree at Loughborough in History and taught 

it to Primary pupils too and I still am fascinated by the subject. Thank you Mrs Clark for 

introducing it to me. 

Joan L Vie (Richardson) Now 97 years old: 

I enjoyed my time at QVHS in the 1930’s I made many life-long friends and I particularly 

remember the trips we had to the countryside, to where I eventually retired in East Witton. 

Ann Jenkin (Cadwallender): 

Memories of QVHS 1956-1964:  

- The lovely longcase clock with the sun and moon dial at the front of the School. 

- The photographs of the ancient Roman Statues along the walls of the first floor 

corridor 
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- The cosy little School library where my interest in Librarianship began 

- The Biology lab which always had a smell  of  a mixture of gas and formalin! 

- Needlework lessons with Mrs Dent upstairs in the sunny dining room- then 

wondering why there were pins in our cabbage the next day! 

- The long walk to the playing fields on hot sunny days- was it really as far as it seemed 

then? 

- Toasting bread (illegally of course) on the fire in the little Sixth Form room, and the 

best toast ever! 

- Miss Linton demonstrating the Charge of the Light Brigade with a window pole! 

Louise Ringquist 1950: 

Miss Maughan QVHS Kindergarten – A very kind and compassionate teacher, suitable                 

for new, young children, attending school for the first time. She even dried our wet socks 

after playtime outside, by putting them in front of the open fire to dry on the fireguard. Miss 

Maughan also whet my appetite for the “Big world outside QVHS”  

Kieren Wilcox (Bedi) : 

Remembers sixpenses in the Christmas Pudding at QVHS. The old creaky building and desks 

with ink wells She moved to THS and remembers singing around the Grand piano with Miss 

Jones, the lovely grounds, teaching from Miss Linton, the new cookery room, hockey pitches 

by the golf course. She was a member of Farndale House. 

 

OTHER RECOLLECTIONS: 

- Mrs Coles the Headmistress – She knew everyone’s name from day one! She 

commanded respect effortlessly. 

 

- My fellow students, on the day of the entrance exam  I was on my own and got lost 

coming from the toilet, some older girls stayed with me whilst they found a teacher. 

– That sold it to me! 

 

- Miss Linton’s charismatic delivery. 

 

- Unfortunately couldn’t make Miss Valerie Jones’s funeral but remember her music 

lessons with “Bimbo” her white poodle under the piano (no health & safety in those 

days!) Also fond memories of Mrs Thompson, History teacher- loved her lessons. 

 

- Great sense of community, good friends. My friends and I used to stay behind in the 

“geography” room (top floor) until we got thrown out by teachers! 
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- QVHS – School trips to Holland (1962/63) and Switzerland (1964/65) led by Miss 

Wallen. Also Alka Seltzer in the ink wells in French Lesson!! 

 

- Two teachers made my School days memorable, Miss Linton – History with her 

beautifully made models as illustration and her speed and tactics on the hockey field  

- a mean, lean, machine! Biology with Miss Edwards who instilled a love of plants 

and gardening in me. I enjoyed helping her in her garden and still love tending mine. 

Sex did not exist, animal boxes with single glass side – turned to the wall just in case! 

(if they dared!) Oh and Miss Broadbent stamping her feet on the podium – till she 

slipped off … 

 

- One of my happiest memories of QVHS was in the Kindergarten. In the winter 

months the bottle of milk for morning break came in a crate, the weather was a 

colder then! And the milk was often frozen on the top. The crates were placed on 

the hearth in front of the fire (with a fire guard). The top of the milk was ice-cream. I 

had a red ex Elastoplast tin with my morning biscuit in it. These were stored in a 

huge basket on the window ledge until break time. Happy days – Miss Maughan was 

our teacher. 

 

- Indoor/Outdoor shoes hanging on pegs in damp corridor down to the hall, dead 

man’s cave and grassy bank and the wonderful wood in front of the hall where we 

explored, made dens and enjoyed in our break time. Daring each other to run up and 

down the main stairs, which were reserved for staff and prefects! Walking down 

passing the new 6th form block to the hockey pitch and the wonderful Mrs Cameron 

(Games mistress) and cramming into her green mini to go to hockey fixtures. Mrs 

Williams, cookery mistress and her kitchen where we learned to make pastry, scones 

and cakes. The Xmas party- magical- in our party dresses and playing wonderful 

games combining all years. Mr & Mrs Sanderson (caretakers & gardeners) they 

cleaned the School and kept the grounds in immaculate condition single handed. 

Miss Chalmers & Miss Hawes- stalwarts of our Cleveland School. 

 

- My entire time at Cleveland School was one of fun filled happy friendly School days. 

It was with sadness beyond belief that the elegant Victorian Mansion was 

demolished. I feel sure that today it would be converted to stylish apartments or a 

“destination” Country House Hotel. Happy days sitting outside by the stone fountain 

in glorious sunshine, playing amongst the magnificent red pine gigantic trees which 

lined the drive way. Wonderful sports lessons with the adorable Mrs Cameron. 

Cookery lessons with the tolerant Mrs Williams – all of which held me in good stead 

to this day! Mrs Crooks (Geography) once referred to me as “my poor fish” – 

indicating therefore I had no brain! Miss Gosling gave up on me, I fear thinking I’d 

amount to nothing! How wrong she was – My career has been varied exciting and 

has taken me to places in the world I would only have dreamt of. Cleveland School 
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was the best grounding all thanks to Miss Chalmers and her bold vision of producing 

well rounded, educated young ladies. Happy, Happy, Times ! 

 

- Mt time at QVHS was a very happy time and I am always grateful for the education I 

had. Miss Hay was a truly impressive Head and I see her now, sweeping across the 

stage into Assembly, her gown floating behind her. Miss Barnes used to stride into 

the room for her Maths lesson(dreaded by us !) and always went for the window 

pole saying “It’s like the black hole of Calcutta in here” I recall the day King George VI 

died, a sombre February day, when we gathered in the hall for 2 minutes silence. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row from Left: Louise Sharing, Denise 

Richardson, Christine  Evans, Kay Thompson 

Middle Row from Left: Nora Twyman, Helen 

Murray, Pamela Carter 

Seated Janice Ferguson 

Back Row : Louise Shennon (Sharing), Helen 

Wakeford (Murray) Pamela Carter 

Front Row: Noddy Mason (Twyman), Sue 

Wilkinson (Oliphant) 

THEN 

& 

NOW 



23 
 

                Pam Walker (Royle), and her friend from South Africa and former class mates 

 

 

Miss Valerie Jones 1929-2019 

It is difficult to put into words how kind and caring a person Valerie was. Personally I valued 

her friendship over many years and as a colleague at QVHS and THS , her work with pupils at 

School musically and in so many ways was a great tribute to her and she was valued by 

many. The eulogy given at her funeral service recently revealed many other virtues and 

interests during her life. She was an accomplished and aspiring concert pianist in earlier 

years. Her loss to the concert platform was a gain to the teaching profession. 

It was the sincere and welcoming smile from Miss Jones I remember well when I entered the 

staff room at QVHS in 1959 to take up my first teaching post as a physical education 

teacher. Miss Jones, an ebullient, enthusiastic and talented music teacher , who I quickly 

learned was always prepared to become involved in so many ways in the life of the School. 

She readily agreed to my tentative request for some help in accompanying my movement 

and dance lessons. These were much enlivened with her expressive and extraordinary piano 

playing – much fun and laughter ensued! 

After I returned to teach at THS in 1983, I found Miss Jones had continued to develop her 

music department, encouraging and nurturing musical talent among the girls. She had 

formed a School orchestra consisting of parents, staff and girls and also a choir giving many 

pleasurable performances. 

She was meticulous in preparing and presenting Speech Day, Carol Services and concerts- 

even cajoling parents and staff into lively interpretations of the Charleston and a daring Can-

Can. 

Miss Jones determination to encourage musical performance by talented pupils in public 

saw her begin a long association with lunch-time concerts held in Stockton Parish Church 

during Lent. Pupils from THS and other visiting Schools derived confidence from 

participating, giving much pleasure to audiences attending in support. 

Miss Jones retired from THS in July 1989 and a final concert was given by the girls in her 

honour as a fitting finale to her dedicated career. 

Her life was one of dedication in developing and nurturing a love of music and talent in 

young people. Those of us who knew her owe our gratitude and appreciation of an 

inspirational life of service. 

                                                                                   by  Maureen Thersby 
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Christine Borgars 1943 -2018 

Her last few weeks were filled with messages of love and support from many people in the 

Reading area and beyond. For the majority of Christine’s life, she worked hard to improve 

society for everyone and knew that even the smallest gestures could have a large impact. 

She was a stalwart, with an acerbic wit and compassion of boundless depths.  

She moved to Reading in 1966. She helped in the community and was a member of the Civil 

Service Union and the local trades Union Council organising May Day marches, fundraising 

for the miners. She served Reading as a Councillor for Park Ward from 1994 to 2006. She 

was a Trustee of the Queen Victoria Institute for 20 years  and a School Governor. For many 

years she was the key to the success of the Red Flag (Reading’s own Newspaper) and ran 

weekend computer classes for the Pakistani community. Her work for the Labour Party in 

reading has been unrivalled and had been an integral part of Labour’s success since 1991.  

Her achievements in reading are indisputable and she will be sorely missed. She had the 

ability to cut through the nonsense and get to the real issue, standing up for people who 

needed her. 

                                                                                                  By Ann Jenkin. 

 

 

News of Former Students April 2018-March 2019 

Margaret Gray (Smith) Attended QVHS 1961-1971 then THS 1971-1974. Has a degree in 

Teaching from Newcastle Poly and then taught SEN at Wolverhampton 1980-1982, followed 

by teaching Primary at Isle of Axholme and from 2006 to date is a swimming teacher in 

North Lincoln. 

Mary Taylor met with her form members and Pam Adam when she came over from 

Australia 14 years ago and now they all meet regularly when she is over here, for lunch. For 

their 70th Birthday celebration they met in York and stayed over enjoying a meal out to 

celebrate and a look around York. The others meet about three times a year and are now 

planning something special for their 80th Birthday this year. They visited Ann Cook in Paris 

and Hilary Clark in Ross-on-wye. 

Mary left QVHS in 1958 and gained an English BA degree. She went into teaching in Stockton 

and then had a son in 1962. Following her move to Kirklees she had a daughter and then 

returned to the NE in 1969. She got a job in a local primary School, then a deputy 

leadership. She moved to Norton , her birthplace in 1982 and did supply teaching for the 
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Head of Elwick. She is involved with St Mary’s Church, Norton and also with her twin 

granddaughters in London. She visits her son in Connecticut and her sister in Australia and 

enjoys reading, painting and writing. 

Beverley Kelso (Hutchinson) Attended T HS 1972-1979. Left to go to Darlington College of 

Technology to do catering as the family owned several hotels. She now works for the Lake 

District Hotels in their Head Office running Central Reservations for 6 hotels in the Lake 

District. 

Alison Fellows –Attended THS 1972-1977. She gained a BA in Law from Cambridge 

University , qualified as a solicitor and then moved into local Government. She is now an 

Investment Director  with the Tees Valley and Cleveland Authority. She has two children 

aged 24 and 17. 

Georgina Lewis (Humphreys) Attended THS 1985-1990 leaving to gain a BA (Hons) QTS at 

the University College of Ripon & York ST John. She became a primary teacher and now is a 

professional tutor for SCITT (training future teachers. She has now joined the THFSA 

Committee so we look forward to working with her. 

Angela Steele (Waterhase) Left THS in 1985 and qualified as a doctor from Birmingham 

University. After working in the Midlands she moved back to Teesside and has worked as a 

GP in Eaglescliffe since 2002. Now married to Nick , who is also a GP, and has two children 

who attended THS and are both now studying medicine. Angela is delighted to have been 

appointed recently as a Governor of THS. 

Annabel Steele: After leaving THS last June 2018, I was looking forward to starting my 

journey to becoming a doctor at York University. Now , only two terms in I am literally 

“living the dream” if that is not too cheesy. However coming back for the 120th Anniversary 

was something I couldn’t miss. Teesside High School will always be a massive part of my life 

and I would never turn down the chance to come back here again. 

Heather Steel: I left THS in 2015, having been at the School for 13 yeas. Since leaving the 

School I have been studying Medicine at the University of Sheffield. I am currently taking a 

year out to do an intercalated degree in medical research. Research is something I would 

like to continue doing as a doctor. I have really enjoyed coming back to the School for the 

120th Anniversary luncheon and seeing how it has developed in the 4 years since I left. 

Sarah Teesdale (Chamberlain): THS Sept 1996-July 2003. Qualified as  doctor at Sheffield 

University Medical School and now a GP at Barnsley. She is married to Matthew , also a GP 

and has 3 daughters, Sophie (7), Lucy (4),and Mollie born April 2019. 

Hannah Chamberlain: THS Sept 2001-July 2008. Qualified as a Doctor at Leeds University 

Medical School and is now a member of the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health 

and is working in the Leeds Hospitals, mainly Leeds General Infirmary and St Jame’s. She is 

very interested in specialising further in Neonatology as she enjoys working with the tiny 

babies and supporting their families. She lives in Bardsey, North Leeds and comes home to 

visit her family in Northallerton on a regular basis. 
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Emily Chamberlain: THS Sept 1995-July 2012. Qualified as an Early Years Teacher at Leeds 

Beckett University. She worked in Allerton School in Leeds for 3 years teaching Key Stage 1 

classes but has now moved to Northallerton to teach Year 3 at Alverton School there. She 

has bought a house to avoid the long commute from Leeds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Pam Camay (Grieves), Vera Wade (Cowan) Hilary Thompson (Kitchen) Cleveland 1957-65 
                                          Taken at the Golden Wedding  of Vera and Alan Wade. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THS 1971 

                Front Row: Gillian Furphy,     ?   Lissie Wright, Joanne, Alison Popperwell, Sheena 
                Back Row: ?   Heather Fox, IsabellaRimmer, Barbara,  Cathy,  Eleanor Hood. 
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Extract from the Memoirs of Mary Isabella Peel (nee Kirkwood) 
Always known as May born 4.1.1895 

Queen Victoria High School 1905. 

When my sister Daisy went to QVHS , on the first day all the new girls were put in a line behind the 
Mistress’s chair, so when I joined at half term she pushed me in the same place and there I stood 
until a 6th  former took pity on me and took me to the Head. There I told her I was a delicate child 
and hadn’t to work too hard. She found out too that I was equal tot eh 6th form in Arithmatic.. I got 
on very well at School and soon picked up in the subjects I hadn’t previously been taught at Trinity 
School, and on more than one occasion I got 100/100 in Arithmatic, Algebra and Geometry which I 
loved. Like my sister I was frequently top of the form gaining red A’s most weeks. Woe betide me if I 
got a B. We had a new gym mistress come “raw from college”  Our Gym slips had to be 4in from the 
floor when kneeling – Miss Law’s was more like 4in from her waist!!.She wore it day in and day out 
much eyebrow raising from visitors. It turned out that her Father, a Wesleyan Minister, used to stay 
with the mater’s bosses when preaching in Runswick Bay and while there, one time, his baby 
daughter was born (our Miss Law) and she was christened Hilda margaret – Hilda after the Bay’s 
saint. Miss Smithson was our visiting elocution mistress. She was great fun and took us all to her 
parent’s farm for a picnic and we loved it. After I left School, she left and went on the stage. She 
came to Leicester in “The man who came to dinner” and we had lunch together. 
I got three prizes, one in Form II for general excellence, one for my senior Cambridge results and one 
for swimming. My dear brother always says that I went half way across the baths with one foot on 
the bottom! Certainly I wasn’t the best swimmer and couldn’t have saved myself in a calm sea. 
Daisy went to southlands and began her teaching career back in Stockton and then became the 
youngest Head Teacher in Durham. In 1937 she moved to be head of North Road Infant and Junior 
School and then Head of Darlington Training College. 
My brother’s birth and mine were in the Old Girls magazine, so too were our weddings. I know I was 
in the school once because there is a tale of my going to an old Girl’s and children’s tea party. The 
mothers sat on the platform and the children were looked after in the body of the Hall. “Whose is 
that little girl who is organising everybody?” asked Miss Browne “May Kirkwodd’s” was th erply- 
“Why did I need to ask?” was the Head’s comment. I have just read to my husband tha passage 
where she refers to her relationship with Miss Mauston – her great grand daughter has just been 
excluded from School for her impertinence to members of staff. I feel I ought to write to her head 
teacher and tell her that she can’t blame the child – it’s in the genes! 
 
 
 
 

TEESSIDE By Helen Williamson Form IV L - 1969 
  
Tees the river is dirty and long,                                                 Till the river reaches High Force 
Ever it flows along with its song,                                               Even up to its tiny source, 
Even the birds on the estuary there,                                        Every sprinkle of water is clean, 
Seem to look around and stare,                                                Every piece of rock will gleam. 
Ships come up the river each day,                                            Swallows dive and sing and say, 
In and out of Redcar Bay;                                                           “I’d never leave here any day”. 
Dirty houses by the river side                                                    Dirty and brown the river goes on     
Even try to run and hide.                                                           Ever still singing its same old song.   
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Extract from The Victorian March 1903. 

In November 1901, seeing that Government had advertised for 100 teachers to go to the 
Concentration Camps in South Africa “for a year”, - Mary and Ethel Martin, more in fun than 
anything else, but thinking it would be at least a very interesting experience if they were accepted, 
applied. To their surprise they were both chosen from 3000 applicants, and in a few weeks they 
were on their way with 24 other girls and a lady chaperone to Pretoria. 
 
Her life in Africa has been most interesting. The train was twice attacked by Boers on route and the 
girls were left in darkness on the line while the soldiers who accompanied them went on in advance. 
Ethel made friends with3 girls and were put in charge of a new school, Irene II . They had 600 
children, and worked under an English Master. They became very fond of the Boer children, whom 
they pronounce to be dear, obedient, industrious children, and eager to learn English. 
 
Adventures of some kind would occur any day. In the midst of a merry excursion or picnic, Boers 
would be found hid in caves and would be taken prisoners; or a hail storm would come in the night 
and blow down the tents, or queer creatures would be found prowling round or even in our tents. 
After peace was announced, the inmates of the concentration camps were dispersed and the 
teachers were drafted to country schools, established wherever a few farms were grouped together 
. 
Ethel didn’t want to go to the country so stayed in Pretoria, and was lucky to get a job in a high class 
school. She was the only English Teacher, the others were either Colonials or Dutch. She lived in a 
ladies’ Hotel in Skinner Street where she had every comfort, good meals, men waiters, menu cards 
and electric l light. She receives much kindness from people in Pretoria who try and persuade her to 
stay another year, as her brother from New Zealand is now settled near Pretoria, her parents have 
consented to her doing so, as she is leading a useful life, with great opportunities for doing good. 

 

 

Extract from the Victorian 1921 
 
The Christmas Tree: Once again, on December 16th, we were delighted to entertain a hundred and 

twenty little children to our usual Christmas Tree celebration, but on this occasion it took rather a 

different form, as to begin with, one of the School houses (St Aidan’s) gave a pleasing and amusing 

performance of “The Water Babies” This was much enjoyed by the elder ones, as the following letter 

from a grown up spectator testifies. 

“ I want to thank you very much indeed for your kindness to the poor little children yesterday, it was 

a real joy to me to see them enjoy themselves so much as I am quite sure they did, and to find that 

there were so many kind good people in the world ”Following the play, the rev. P. H Kirkham spoke 

to the little children of the joy of giving which he said was the true spirit of Christmas. Then many 

pretty carols were sung; “Across the desert sands by night” and “Shepherds shake off your drowsy 

sleep” “Darkness fell on the weary earth” and “the first Nowell” 

Much of the enjoyment of it all was greatly due to Ida Samuel and Form VI who organised and 

carried out the arrangements so well. 
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Cleveland School Magazine September 1956 

We had been travelling all day and by evening we were passing through the beautiful county of 

Warwickshire, soon to reach the end of our journey, Stratford- on- Avon. 

Warwickshire is set in lovely scenery with woods and fertile meadows, and  the old-fashioned 

houses blend perfectly with the countryside.  When we arrived in Stratford, we parted to go to our 

respective hotels, one of them being opposite “New Place”, the house which Shakespeare bought in 

his prosperity and in which he died. We learned that the man who owned the house after 

Shakespeare, a clergyman, was so tired of people asking to see the house where Shakespeare lived 

that he pulled it down. 

Next morning we visited the “Birthpalce”, which is one of the chief shrines of the town. The 

timbered and gabled house rose straight from the street, as did most of the houses of the Tudor 

days, and on either side of it was a beautiful well panned garden. The house itself had small narrow 

rooms and irregular stairways, and after exploring it one could easily imagine the life of a 

comfortable citizen in Elizabethan days. On exhibition was a fine collection of documents ,  books, 

signatures, mementoes and curios which showed the personal side of Shakespeare’s life. Upstairs 

we were in the very room in which, on April 23rd 1564, the great dramatist was born. Here in the 

record book we signed our names alongside those of other visitors. 

Shakespeare’s daughter’s house was very interesting too. As it typified a well-to –do citizen’s house 

of that period. It was called “Hall’s Croft” after Dr Hall, Susanna Shakespeare’s husband. We passed 

through a room where the doctor’s books were on show; in these he had recorded his patient’s 

ailments, his wife’s being among them. His dispensary was fascinating, with many jars, bottle and 

weights still there. 

We visited the Memorial Theatre twice – to see “Love’s Labour Lost” and “The Merchant of Venice”. 

After the shows we went to the stage door to collect autographs. 

A mile to the east from Stratford lies Charlecote, where Shakespeare is supposed to have stalked 

deer and poached on the land owned by Sir Thomas Lucy. His wife Ann Hathaway, lived at Shottery  

before her marriage, and one evening we visited her cottage, a well preserved Tudor farmhouse. The 

stone –flagged kitchen was most interesting , as it still possessed the fireplace and cooking utensils 

of that period. From the outside the cottage looks very picturesque with thatched roof and pretty 

garden. Early next morning we left Stratford, so ending a most enjoyable visit.                                                                                                               

Rona Clarke, Form IV Senior. 

 

Sports Day at Teesside High School. 1970 

Sports Day was the highlight of the summer term and in particular the obstacle race when Mrs 

Cameron provided a varied assortment of clothes including bakery overalls. The enjoyable garden 

party that followed involved much hard work especially for Miss Hawes who burnt the midnight oil 

baking the most delicious coffee cakes and strawberry flans. An example of participation by 

husbands is welcome help given to the juniors on their stall by Mr Dodds, one of the Governors and 
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husband of Mrs Dodds, who taught the piano for many years. A unique Lucky Dip cum Tombola 

made from shoe rack from the infant cloakroom was also run by juniors. 

AR Chalmers (1939 -1966) Founder of Cleveland School 

I was the second of three daughters, living in Eaglescliffe. We were all educated at Cheltenham 

Ladies College, in Boarding House, come home to Eaglescliffe in the holidays. I took maths, Physics 

and Chemistry to Intermediate standard and came home to be with my parents, drive yteh car, and 

enjoy myself for three years. When my younger sister was at home I took teaching posts (maths in 

the mornings and games in the afternoon) at Independent Schools at Bexhill, Oxton (Cheshire) and 

Sydenham SE26. In 1936 I took over a small junior school in Ruislip (Middlesex). I sold it in 1939 to 

come home to teach twelve children aged 4-8 years. I had passed the N.F.F teacher’s certificate with 

external exams and teaching practice in my holidays at Sedgefield School. 

My parents’ house, Graitney (called after my Father’s home on the Solway ), halfway between 

Eaglescliffe and Yarm, had seven bedrooms. For my first term I used the morning room and during 

the five war years I extended to what had been our nursery wing and had a separate entrance and 

staircase made. By 1944 I had four classes, 60 children aged 3-10. In September 1945 I entered  new 

pupils to total 100 for the school – the top class 11+. We sold Graitney when my father died in 1951. 

I bought Woodside Hall early in 1945. I.C.I had a lease  which I took over from Fowler Harrison to 

terminate three months after the end of the War. I gave them notice on V.E day and they offered me 

the hut in the Avenue and the lodge for the nursery, as they could not move till the New Year. 

The School was inspected and granted Junior recognition in February 1948, the pupils being: under 

11 , 48 boys and 64 girls; over 11 , 40 girls. I asked for a further inspection for senior recognition and 

this was granted in March 1950. Then there were 55 girls over 11 in five classes. The top class of girls 

took the Old School Certificate in June 1950. In 1951 the General Certificate of Education was 

introduced. 

Elizabeth Estensen left Cleveland School in 1965 and after 2 years at Billingham Technical 

College took a 3 year diploma and Teachers Certificate in Speech & Drama at Manchester 

Ploytechnic. She worked as Assistant stage manager at the Harrogate Festival and then 

joined the Travelling Theatre in Education. This was followed by working witht ehLiverpool 

Rep Company. While her Polly James resigned from the Liver Birds and Elizabeth successfully 

auditioned for the part and made her breakthrough into Television Drama. She now lives in 

London and is actively engaged in various theatrical productions. 
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Sheila Burnham(nee Morgan) holding the Cleveland School Bell and the book 

of a kaleidoscope of memories 1939-1970 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If anyone would like a copy of this booklet then please email  caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com 

and arrange to send £10 (incl. P&P) 

 

Queen Victoria High School 

The History of Queen Victoria High School starts back in 1883 when a few dedicated men had the 
vision to provide a School of Higher Education for the girls of the town and neighbourhood. This met 
with a good deal of opposition, because it was generally considered in those days, that as far as girls 
were concerned such a venture was quite unnecessary. However, determination won the day, and 
the pioneers saw their hopes realised, when on May 1st of that year, the Stockton High School for 
Girls opened its doors ina house in Bowesfield Lane with a compliment of 9 pupils, amongst them 
Miss Aimee Hind, who in later years was to be Head of the Kindergarten, 
 
As time went on the School expanded; in turn two houses in Yarm Road were occupied. Then at the 
beginning of the present century, a convenient piece of land at the end of Cranbourne Terrace 
became available; this was bought and given on which to build an entirely new School. On July 14th 
1904, the foundation stone was laid by Sir Frank Brown Founder of the School. In September 1905, 
we moved in, the official opening being performed a few weeks later by Princess Henry of 
Battenberg, and by special permission the School was named Queen Victoria High school. 

 

If anyone would like a copy of the complete history of Queen Victoria High School by Mary E Scott, 

please email:  caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com  and arrange to send £8 (incl P&P). 

mailto:caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com
mailto:caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com


33 
 

 

Viola Brown: The amalgamation of the two schools gives us a School with tradition of 

which we can be proud, and our new OSA is made up of old students from both Schools 

who are already working well together, as are the girls from both schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



34 
 

 

Extract from Head Mistress’s letter to OSA 1949 

I cannot tell you what a pleasure it was to see so many of the “scattered” Old Girls at the 
jubilee celebrations, and to find them all so welcoming, and what a special joy it was to have 
this wonderful chance of meeting for the first time my predecessor here of so many years 
back – Miss B L Browne, the founder of the OGA and the much loved Headmistress of so 
many of the Old Girls present. 
Another extremely pleasant function was the OGA Bring and Buy Sale which was once again 
held in the Hall so that each of us even to the veriest junior felt she had a stake in the 
proceedings and that the Old Girls and Present Girls were, in reality , one body. This year the 
proceeds were in aid of our games fund and as a result I am hoping that some much-needed 
improvements and additions will be made to our Games Field and Pavillion. The nett total 
was £70 3s 4d. 
A start has been made on the School library though lack of room is a serious handicap which 
has been partly solved by creating “Form” libraries in the middle school. A library should 
always be growing – one cannot allow it just to stand still – books wear out, go astray, 
become out-moded, or are superseded by others. 
                                                                                                             Nan Chalmers Hay. 
 

The Fifth Annual Old Girl’s Dinner , 8th February , 1958 – Has anything 
changed? 

The Old Girl’s dinner seems to have become an annual event and this year’s gathering was 
as enjoyable as ever. The ever rising hum of talk in the lounge before we adjourned to the 
dinning- room must have made other patrons of the hotel wonder what in the world we 
could find to discuss so spiritedly, but to many of us this was the only opportunity  in the 
year for meeting with friends from a distance. 
After the meal came the Loyal toast, Miss Hay read messages from those who couldn’t join 
us and miss Eacott’s talk, the highlight of the evening, was a summing up of her years as 
Editor of the News Sheet, and was in her inimitably dry humourous manner. There was not 
one of us there, but could say to ourselves “Yes, I remember that” so wide was the scope of 
Miss Eacott’s canvas. 
At the end of the proceedings, Miss Sallie and Nellie Brown both spoke of the necessity for 
all members to send their 5/- subscription to the Sale of work, the latter pointing out that 
the figure of 5/- had never been raised over the years in spite of inflation. 
                                                                                                        Mabel Corney (Reed) 
 

Presentation to Miss Ella K Wallen 1966 – Head Mistress 1959-1966 
 
The Old Girls gathered to say “Goodbye” to Miss Wallen. They wished to thank her for all 
she had done for the School during her six years as Head Mistress and for the generous 
assistance she had given  the old girls in their activities, which had helped strengthen the 
bond between the OSA and the School. 
Miss Wallen when thanking us for the two low coffee tables and cutlery , said she 
understood that Bedford was in an attractive area and a good stopping off place on the way 
to London. She expressed the hope that any Old Girls passing through, would call on her and 
sample her coffee! Meanwhile we wished her well in her new post as Head of Bedford high 
School. 
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Miss Wallen hoped we would help and support the new Head Miss Gosling in the coming 
new developments of forming what was to become Teesside High School. 

Teesside High School OSA News Sheet – November 1976 extract. 
 

Events: An Easter visit to Shakespeare plays at Stratford led by Mrs Thompson 
The production of “The Crucible” at Easter and this Christmas the production of “Toad of Toad 
Hall”  
“A” level geography field course was attended in N Wales. 
 A Junior School production of “Hansel & Gretel” was held at Christmas. 
 A visit was arranged to see “Godspell” and the York Mystery Plays. 
 An adventure weekend at Carlton and the Junior School went to York.  
 Jane Elstob was selected for the Cleveland County Hockey and Louise Perks for Tennis. 
 A visit to France on an exchange system for some 6th formers.  The 6th Form  chemists 
visited Durham University and the Biologists had a field trip to Whitby. 
Linda Telfer was accepted for both Oxford and Cambridge Universities to read Geography, 
she chose Cambridge and is one of the first women to be accepted by Sydney Sussex 
(Formerly a mens college) 

 

 

Teesside High School OSA News Sheet – November 1985 

At advanced level 77 passes, 34 were grade A and B overall pass rate was 96%, at Ordinary 
level 434 subjects were taken by 68 pupils, 109 A grades and 182 B grades were achieved. 
German students found scope for their talents in a combined German/Geography visit to 
Austria, Germany and Netherlands. Geographers experienced 6th form conferences and field 
work undertaken in Swaledale and Yorkshire. Home economics and Needlework 
departments joined forces and travelled to the Ideal Home Exhibition in London and the 
Victoria and Albert Museum. The Art department held exhibitions of photography, fine and 
graphic art and textiles. The Music department entertained with the “Roaring 20’s” evening, 
a Carol evening and a Music Festival. The pass rate for the entries to the Advanced Board 
Music Examinations reached it’s highest level of 99%. 
                                                                                                                 Miss Joan Sawyer - Head 
 
 

Teesside High School OSA News Sheet – March 1993 
 

Mrs Coles,  our President told us of a very successful academic year. She spoke also of the 
ongoing improvements to the School buildings and the maintenance work (eg roof repairs) 
being carried out. The new music block having been completed, the former music room is 
now a technology room. The junior School now has it’s own computer suite and the 
Governors are looking toward the expansion of the information technology by equipping a 
room with 24 computers and 12 printers and a laser printer to cover the demands of the 
National Curriculum. 
                                                                                                     Mrs Joan Coles (Sawyer) - Head 
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Teesside High School OSA News Sheet – March 2000 
 

1999 was a wonderful year of celebration for the OSA with the Queen Victoria Centenary 
tea in May and the Cleveland School 60th Anniversary lunch in September. I feel honoured to 
have  been your President in such a momentous year and to have met so many delightful 
old students, sharing happy memories. A whirl of chatter, laughter and “bear hugs”. I can 
only hope that today’s THS pupils will return in years to come with such feelings for their old 
school. 
As the new millennium arrives we look forward to the long awaited refurbishment of the 
libraries, the music department’s first recording on CD, an inaugural sports tour of Australia 
and a commissioned work for recorders. You can rest assured that the teachers and pupils 
will not be idle. 
As I start my final year as Head at THS to pursue many other interests, one of my abiding 
memories of the School will be the friendship and support extended to me by the OSA. – 
thank you. Good luck for the future. 
                                                                                                                Miss Jane F Hamilton - Head              
                                                                                            

 

Cleveland School Magazine 1955 – Old pupils’ Association Dinner Dance 

This was held at the School on Monday December 20th 1954, 52 guests attended the dinner 

and 64 the dance. After enjoying the Christmas fare, the old pupils were interested in 

hearing after dinner speeches, “The loyal toast” was proposed by Mrs Slade. “The School” 

was proposed by margaret Robinson, one of Miss Chalmers earliest pupils, and replied to by 

Elizabeth English, a present prefect. Eleanor Robson toasted the Old Pupils’ Association, and 

Doreen Shuttleworth, the secretary, made the response. Miss Chalmer’s health was 

proposed by Ann Lewis. In her reply Miss Chalmers said that after having the School for 15 

years, she hoped they would not think it presumptuous of her to consider them as a large 

happy family and herself as their mother. Dancing took place in the gym to the music of 

Bobby Potter’s orchestra, from 9 till 12. It can truthfully  be said that everyone enjoyed 

dancing “the Dashing White Sergeant” Sambas and Congas – not forgetting the Hokey 

Cokey, an old favourite at Cleveland School parties. Refreshments were served in the 

adjoining form room. The evening ended with the singing of “Auld Lang Syne”. We hope to 

hold this year’s reunion on Tuesday December 20th , and would be glad if all old pupils 

would keep this date free and let the secretary know by November  if they are able to 

attend. 

 

Cleveland School holiday in Switzerland -1959 

Girls will require: slacks and wind-cheater (preferably waterproof); woollen pullover and 
gloves; thick woollen socks (2 pairs); strong shoes; mackintosh; woollen ski cap. (They can 
travel in some of this) sunglasses; one or two dresses, shoes and stockings, coat & cardigan, 
for evenings. 
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Suitcase light enough to be carried easily on and off boat, etc skis and ski boots are provided 
on hire. 
The party will be leaving on January 4th or 5th and staying at the Hotel granite, Champfer- St 
Moritz for 7 nights. Travelling by train and boat. 
A collective passport is being arranged for them, and the cost includes six ski lessons and 
insurance against accidents. 
Please send £30 (or 335 for any who have not paid the deposit) by December 1st. 
The train will leave at 7.01am from Eaglescliffe on January 5th 1959  

Returning January 14th by train leaving King’s Cross at 5.35pm arriving Darlington 10.05pm; 
Dinsdale 10.21pm; Eaglescliffe 10.27pm; Thornaby 10.31pm and Middlesbrough 10.37pm. 
Please bring sufficient sandwiches etc to last for the train and boat all day Monday January 
5th and 10/- in English money. 
Postage rates in Switzerland : letters 6d , postcards 4d. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fountain at Cleveland School which is still in the grounds of Teesside High 

School today 
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Charitable Donations: 

Following the AGM after the Luncheon on 27th April we decided to give £100 to The 

Butterwick Children’s Hospice as we do every year. At the next Committee meeting we 

agreed to also donate £100 to Daisychain which helps autistic children and their families and 

we received the following lovely replies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Births 

Elizabeth Moss (daughter of Joy Sinclair has had a baby boy on 9th April. She lives in 

Manchester with her husband Sam. Elizabeth (Lizzie to all but her Mum) attended THS 

leaving in 2006. 

Mollie Teesdale ,daughter of Dr Sarah Teesdale (Chamberlain) born April 2019, and sister to 

Sophe and Lucy. 

Engagements 

James Schofield, son of Victoria Green (nee Alder) to Louisa Clarke 

Marriages 
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Charlotte Haigh – Daughter of Susan (nee Cuthbertson) was married on 29.12.18 

Deaths 

2.5.18 Elspeth Frame (Barthram) aged 81, wife of the late Bob and Mother to Simon and 
Julian. Elspeth who lived in Hutton Rudby attended QVHS 1948-53, a dedicated nurse who 
throughout her career lived and worked in Edinburgh. 
Also   Norma (Carter) and M Ferguson from Hutton Rudby and also Margaret Carling. 
 
10.5.18 Audrey Reveley of Seaton Carew 
 
22.5.18 June Johnson sister to the late Ann Griffiths. 
 
12.8.18 Christine Borgars aged 75 of caversham, Berks. Shared her last moments with her 
friend David of 50 years. 
  
22.9.18 Margaret Hood (Spiers)  aged 92, Mother of Eleanor Wheeler (Hood) and Peter and 
wife of the late Dr Peter Hood (ex -chair of PTA) 
 
8.1.19 Mrs Peggy Williams (aged 97), Domestic Science teacher and Needlework Teacher, at 
Cleveland School. Wife to the late Rodney and Mother to June, Tony & Margaret and she 
was also a Grandmother and Great Grandmother. 
 
16.1.19  Margaret Craig (aged 92 ) wife of the late Charles and Mother to Allan and Jane 

Craig (who attended QVHS.) and Grandmother to Richard, Sally, Ian and Jamie. 

23.1.19 Valerie Jones (aged 89) was Head of Music at QVHS and THS. 
 
25.1.19 Rosalind Frances Madden (Guest) Ros lived in Norton when a pupil of QVHS in the 
early to mid 1960’s. She was  Sister to Phillipa who left THS in 1971. 
 
24.2.19 John, (Gunsmith) Father to Victoria Foster. 
 
25.2.19 John Still aged 70, husband to Lesley and Father to Kate & Ian, Grandad to Sebastian 
& Benjamin. Part time teacher at THS. 
 
27.3.19  Barbara Porter (aged 77) .Former Science teacher THS. 
 
24.4.19 David Ian Wadley Bewley (aged 88). Former Bursar of THS 

New Members April 2018 to April 2019 

Margaret Gray (Smith) 11 Swallow Court, Epworth, North Lincs, DN9 1EB – Attended QVHS 
1961-1971 and then THS 1971-1974. 
Beveley Kelso (Hutchinson): The Bungalow, Cuthbert House, Glenndding, Penrith, Cumbria, 
CA11 0QQ. beverleykelso@aol.com 
Alison Fellows  West House, Whorlton Hall Farm, Westerhope, Tyne & Wear, NE5 1NP. 
Alison.a.fellows@btinternet.com 
Louise Shennan (Sharing) 8 Westwood Close, Burnopfield, NE16 6NQ 
louise.shennan@gmail.com  Attended QVHS until 1968 

mailto:beverleykelso@aol.com
mailto:Alison.a.fellows@btinternet.com
mailto:louise.shennan@gmail.com
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Jennifer Coulson (Sharing) 41 Park Avenue, Gosforth, NE3 2SH.  Attended QVHS with her 
sister until 1964 
 

Mary Taylor (Whenray) 4 Norton Hall, The Green, Norton, Stockton on Tees, TS20 1GD 

mary.adastra@gmail.com  Attended QVHS 1951-1958. 
Georgina Lewis (Humphreys) 8 Camilla Crescent, Norton, Stockton on Tees TS20 2XU. 
Georginalewis8@hotmail.com  
Gemma Herring, who left THS in 2002. Graduated last July with her masters in Criminal Law 
at Teesside University. Gem2004@live.co.uk  
Dr Rachel McKeown 4 Montpelier, Edinburgh, Eh10 4NA 
Miss Julia Patterson 182 Jesmond Dene Road, Jesmond, NE2 2NL 
Miss Harmeen Kaur 1 Portchester Close, The Rings, Ingleby Barwick, Stockton on tees TS17 
0TX 
Mrs Melanie Pinches (Fairs) The Old School, Thornton le Moor, Northallerton, DL7 9DW 
Angela Steel (Waterhouse)  622A Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees TS 16 0DQ 
Annabel Steele  622A Yarm Road, Eaglescliffe, Stockton on Tees, TS16 0DQ. 
Sheila Hunter (Mustard)  6 Galtres Road, Northallerton, DL6 1QP 
 

Change of Address 
 

Dr Hannah Chamberlain  (Left School Year 13 in 2008): 6  Woodacre Green, Bardsey, Leeds, 
LS17 9AB. 
 
Jacqui Smith  4 Dorchester House, 29 Marsham lane, Gerrards Cross, SL9 8HA 
wintersportsfan@icloud.com  

 
Caroline Woodroffe 2 Grains Ash farm, Brow Grains Road, Meltham, Holnfirth HD9 5NE 

 
Request for a Class Reunion. 

 
Ann Adams (nee McLaurin) enjoyed her days at Cleveland School. She attended School in 
1965 but has lost contact with her School friends. She would love to hear from anyone who 
can remember her. Her contact details are: 01604 881322 or ann685@icloud.com  

 
 

TEESSIDE HIGH SCHOOL FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD ON 28th t APRIL 2018 

 
Present: Helen Vaughan, Caroline Chapman, Charlotte Puryer, Alex Carey, Joyce Willis, Joanna Lake, 

Anne Smith,  Kathryn Gillie, Jean Goldsbrough, Kirsty Mackenzie, Caroline Paul, Joanna Sellers, Joyce 

Stones, Gillian Bashford, Linda Redhead, Sara Reid, Penelope McAllen, Susan Wilkinson, Harriet 

Beadnall, Margaret Fraser. 

Apologies: Glenys Leach, Julia Cooper, Wendy Waite, Victoria Schofield-Vollans, Joy Sinclair, Norma 

Carter, Megan Philips (Opie), Rosie Hardman Vane, Sue Williamson, Elspeth Frame, Julia Den 

Hartogg, Gloria Mackie, June Kent, Sheila Downs, Anne Lloyd, Norma Carter, Sylvia Dalton, Megan 

Phil. 

mailto:mary.adastra@gmail.com
mailto:Georginalewis8@hotmail.com
mailto:Gem2004@live.co.uk
mailto:wintersportsfan@icloud.com
mailto:ann685@icloud.com
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Chairman’s Welcome: Helen Vaughan welcomed everyone to the meeting and told us all of the sad 

death last month of our President Andrew Wilson following a long illness. She welcome Kirsty 

Mackenzie as the new Head Teacher. 

Minutes of the 2017 AGM: These were proposed by Joyce Willis and seconded by Jean Goldsbrough 

as a true record  and signed by Helen Vaughan. 

Matters Arising: A revised constitution, which had been put forward at last year’s AGM, was 

approved and adopted. A copy was handed out. 

Correspondence: None received. 

President’s Report: Kirsty Mackenzie gave us a short report stating the sadness the School felt for 

Mr Wilson’s death and that the School was supporting his children through it. The summer term was 

due to be busy as ever with many sports events and trips planned. The School continues to go from 

strength to strength. She said she was thrilled to have the opportunity of leading the School as Head 

Teacher and the challenges that brings. Their priority was raising the School’s image in the 

community and making people more aware of it. 

Treasurer’s Report: The financial year to 30.9.17 had seen an increase in funds due to subscriptions 

coming in and a successful Christmas Fair which raised £243.50. The current account balance was 

£2,555.31 and the Investment account was £1,530.89. We had an unexpected donation from 

Barclays due to their clerical error of £124. Since the year end income had continued to rise and we 

were hoping to make some charitable donations. At the date of the meeting the current account 

stood at £3,034.41. As the senior prize for the previous year had not been claimed we proposed to 

make the award a trophy and a voucher for the future for both Senior and Junior. Ms Mackenzie 

suggested that a couple of cups for the Junior Sports award be donated in memory of Dorothy 

Blackburn  who passed away in January. 

Donations: It was proposed and seconded to make a donation to Butterwick Children’s Hospice of 

£100 (proposed by Caroline Chapman , seconded by Joyce Willis), and to the Air Ambulance £100 

(proposed by Sara Reid, seconded by Penny McAllen)and to the School £1,200 to be split between 

the Senior and Junior Schools. A memorial to Andrew Wilson will be done by the School. 

Magazine Report: Caroline said that the team (Caroline Chapman, Alex Carey, Helen Vaughan) had a 

good meeting going through the boxes left by Dorothy Blackburn, and there had been a lot of 

articles put into the magazine this year so we hope you will enjoy reading it. 

Election of committee members: We are pleased to elect Caroline Paul (nee Sellers) as a new 

committee member. Proposed by Caroline Chapman and seconded by Joanna sellers. Sara Reid was 

stepping down from the Committee and Helen Vaughan thanked her for her contribution over the 

years to the committee and to the School. 

120th Anniversary Luncheon: Preparations are under way for this event due to take place on 27th 

April 2019, We are looking forward to it and hope that as many as possible will attend. Notice about 

it will be issued later. 

Future Fundraising: Nothing is planned as we feel we need to concentrate on the luncheon next 

year. We will of course have our raffle and jar bola at the December Christmas Fair as usual. 

AOB:  Nothing tabled. Caroline requested information for the magazine as always. 
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Next committee meeting will be 24th May at 5pm in the sixth form centre. 

Meeting closed at 12.15pm 

TEESSIDE HIGH SCHOOL FORMER STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR TO 30TH SEPTEMBER 2018 

CURRENT ACCOUNT £ £ 
Bank Balance brought forward 1st October 2017  2,555.31 
INCOME   
Subscriptions  625.00  
Christmas Fair 2017 218.10  
Donations  124.00  
 ---------- 967.10 
  ------------ 
  3,522.41 
EXPENDITURE   
Junior Speech & Drama Trophies 52.00  
Senior Speech & Drama – Dec. 2017 voucher 20.00  
Junior Sports trophies in memory of Dororthy Blackburn 160.00  
Butterwick Children’s Hospice donation 100.00  
Air Ambulance 100.00  
Donation to THS – YR10 social seating 600.00  

- Prep Table Tennis Table 600.00  
Cost of printing & postage of AGM/Luncheon letters 71.00  
Cost of magazine printing & postage 298.92  
Paperweights for leavers in July 2018 215.28  
 ---------- 2,217.20 
  ----------- 
Balance at 30th September 2018.    1,305.21 
  ======= 
INVESTMENT ACCOUNT   
Balance at 1st October 2017  1,530.89 
Interest earned to 1.1.2018  7.21 
  ---------- 
Balance at 30th September 2018  1,538.10 
  ======= 

 

THFSA Annual Lunch Balance Sheet at 27th April 2019 

Income £ Expenditure £ 
lunches –114 at £30 3,420 Caterers-   lunches 3,420 
Raffle 392 Gratuities 100 
Donations 120 Wine/drinks 165 
Raffle Hamper donation 50 Table /cloth hire 215 
  Balloon table decorations 52 
  Raffle Prizes - M & S Token 30 
  - Hamper 50 
Loss on Luncheon 50   
 -----------  ----------- 

£ 4,062 £ 4,062 
 =======  ======= 
  Balance at Bank b/fwd 301.20 
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  Loss on lunch 50.00 
   ---------- 
  Balance at 30.4.19   c/fwd                 

£ 
251.20 

   ====== 
 
 

TEESSIDE HIGH FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 
CONSTITUTION 

 

1. The Name of the Association shall be Teesside High Former Students Association  
2. President – The Head Teacher. 
3.           Vice Presidents – To be nominated and appointed at the discretion of the committee 
4. Objectives 
              To keep up a connection between past and present staff and students of the School. 
             To contribute money or goods from any money raising efforts to the School and local                 
             Charities at the discretion of the Committee 
             To form sub-committees as appropriate. 
5. The Committee 
The committee shall consist of a maximum of twelve members, including a 6th Form representative, 
with the addition of the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Editor of the News Sheet. The 
Chairman shall be nominated at the AGM. 
An attendance of four members shall constitute a quorum. 
The Chairman shall serve for a period of three years; Officers for a three year period by rotation. 
Three members of the committee shall retire annually in rotation, but can stand for re-election. On 
retirement, the Chairman and Officers may become Associate Committee members for the following 
year. 
The Secretary shall have power to call a meeting at any time. 
The Committee shall meet once a term. 
       f.   Any five (or more) members may form a sub-committee, provided  
             their proposal is agreed by the full committee. 
6. Membership and Subscriptions 
       a   All former students shall be eligible as members, having been two    
            years in the School or at least one year in the Senior School. 
       b   Staff of the School shall be invited to become Honorary members. On leaving the         
            School they shall be offered Ordinary membership. 
       c   Existing Life members shall continue to be Honorary Members of  
            the Association. 
       d   Annual subscriptions of £5 to be paid to the Honorary Treasurer OR 
            £20 for five year membership. 
       e   Any member not having paid their current Subscription will not 
             receive a copy of the News Sheet and will cease to be a member.             
7. Meetings 
      The Association shall meet annually. 

Adopted at the AGM  23.04.16 

 

 

 



44 
 

 

 

 

 

TEESSIDE HIGH FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________  

Maiden name (if applicable):____________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number:_________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________________________________ 

Dates attended THS:__________________________________________________________ 

Dates Attended QVHS or CS   

University/Degree:____________________________________________________________ 

Life since Leaving School : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Subscription: £20 for 5 years or £5 for 1 year 

Please make cheques payable to THFSA and send to: 
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Mrs C Chapman -  Friar’s Oak, 24 Mill Farm Road, Hamsterley Mill, Co Durham NE39 1NW 

 

Making a tax-effective Will 

Bequests to Charities such as Teesside High School are exempt from Inheritance Tax. If the value of 
your estate is over the Inheritance threshold, it will be liable to the current rate of Inheritance tax 
even if you have made a will. A gift to Teesside High School can lower that excess. Your solicitor or 
tax adviser will be able to explain this and provide advice on other legal and financial issues 
surrounding your estate. 
We would find it helpful to know if you have decided to include a legacy to Teesside High School in 
your will. This will enable us not only to thank you for your generosity, but also to keep you up to 
date with our activities. You can notify us of your intentions by completing the reply form below, or 
asking your solicitor to contact us. Naturally this is not  legally binding ,but simply an expression of 
your present intentions and will of course be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 

Title………    Name …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                ……………………………………………………………….Postcode ……………………….. 

Telephone …………………………………………………………………. 

 

I have left a legacy to Teesside High School in my Will. This takes the form of: 

Y/N    The residue/ a percentage of the residue of my estate 

Y/N    A cash gift of:   £…………………… 

The legacy is made: 

A  to support the furtherance of Teesside High School in general 

B  to support a particular area of the curriculum/buildings  at Teesside High School 

 

I intend to leave a bequest to Teesside High School                                    Y /N 

I would like to visit Teesside High School to see how my legacy  
could help. Please arrange by contacting the School                                    Y/N 

Please detach this form and return to : 

Caroline Chapman (Hon Treasurer THFSA) 24 Mill Farm Road, Hamsterley Mill, NE39 1NW 
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Email: caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com 

  

mailto:caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com

