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THS SPUDDING CLUB
GCSE Food and Nutrition students are set to host an exclusive 
Spudding Club event at 12 Harland Place on Monday 23 September. 
The students will launch a takeover of the popular 
restaurant, hosting a Spudding Club of their own 
to almost 60 guests, including our special guest the 
Mayor of the Tees Valley, Mr Ben Houchen.

Earlier this week, the group put their plan into 
action and visited the venue to meet the Harland 
Place kitchen team and present ideas for their very 
own event. They saw the catering experts in action, 
preparing for a Spudding Club event the restaurant 
hosted to a sell-out crowd that evening.

After presenting their ideas for the four starter 
and four dessert dishes they wanted to create, 
the students explored ingredients needed 
and discussed alternatives for specific dietary 
requirements.

They will serve their chosen 8 dishes and, in true 
Harland Place style, seek feedback through a 
scorecard system, where guests can record their 
opinions and help crown a winning dish.

The experience will provide an excellent 
opportunity for GCSE Food and Nutrition students 
to see first hand what working in a busy catering 
environment is really like, giving an unrivalled 
insight into future career options available in the 
industry.

Thank you to those who have bought tickets for the 
event and will join us for what we hope will be a 
fantastic celebration of Creative Arts talent at THS.

See you there!

Miss Storey
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WELCOME
I hope you enjoy reading our first 

newsletter of the 
academic year.

A warm welcome back to all 
parents and pupils for the start 
of the 2019-20 academic year, 
and a very warm welcome to 
those of you reading this school 
newsletter as a THS parent for 
the first time. It has been lovely 
to see so many new faces join 
our school at the start of the 
autumn term and a privilege to 
get to know some of you further 
at our recent New Parents’ 
Welcome events this week.

I must start by sharing 
my delight at the school’s 
excellent GCSE and A-level 
results achieved this summer. 
Our students continue to 
demonstrate outstanding 
academic prowess as well 
as a whole host of other 
achievements outside of the 
classroom.

We have strengthened our 
commitment to a rich and varied 
co-curricular programme with a 
slight change to the school day 
and devoted time each afternoon 
to enable pupils from Year 3 and 
above to enrich their education 
through a host of clubs and 
activities. Of course, a lunchtime 
offering continues in Pre-Prep, as 
well as a whole host of sporting 

and team practices for Senior 
children.

What has pleased me most with 
this reinvigorated offer is our 
contact and contribution to our 
local community. Initiatives such 
as Caring for your Community 
Spaces and fundraising with the 
local All Saints Church allow our 
students to demonstrate their 
skills and knowledge, as well as 
positive attitudes as outward-
facing young adults, keen to 
make a difference. Add this to 
new activities such as horse 
riding, boxing, recycling club, 
holiday Spanish, bush-craft and 
survival and Irish dancing, we 
are sure to offer something for 
everyone.

As I conclude I would like to 
draw your attention to our 
upcoming Open events, including 
our Open Day on Saturday 28 
September, 9.30am-12.30pm, 
Sixth Form Open Evening on 
Tuesday 1 October and Year 
7 Open Evening on Tuesday 8 
October (both from 6.00pm). 
Please do share these with your 
friends and family and encourage 
anyone who wants to find out 
more about joining our thriving 
school community.

If you are out and about at the 
Stokesley Show this weekend, 
pop by and say hello at our 
school stall. Remember, there’s 
a free ice cream for pupils who 
come along in their THS hooded 
sweatshirt or PE top!

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

Duke of Edinburgh
In the second week of the summer 
break, our Silver and Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh groups took to the Lakes to 
complete their final expeditions.

The adventure started bright and early 
with blue skies and both groups eager 
to start. The Silver group enjoyed a 
leisurely 12km walk along Ullswater 
making their RV point in good time.
The Gold group also walked along 
Ullswater before taking a short climb 
through Martindale Common. Both 
groups arrived at Side Farm Campsite 
where they worked hard to get their 
tents up and food cooked before the 
heavens opened. 

Day two started with a drizzly 
morning, and the groups worked well 
together to navigate their biggest 

climb of the expedition; the Silver 
group taking on a 600m climb and the 
Gold group almost 1000m throughout 
the day.

Day three was the Silver group’s final 
day, and they left High Bridge End 
Campsite by 8.00am in high spirits, 
powering through and finishing 
their expedition in excellent time.  
The Gold group also made great 
progress, excelling with some difficult 
navigation. 

With the Silver group now finished 
and home, the Gold group were 
determined to do the same, in turn 
setting off early for their fourth and 
final day.  

With tough terrain, the group were 

slow to start but kept to timescales 
with a speedy last few kilometres.

Well done to Gregor, Laura, Catherine 
and Hanah for completing their Silver 
expedition and to Laura, Katherine 
and Sam for finishing their Gold 
expedition. A special congratulations 
also to Megan, who has now 
completed her Silver Award, and 
Grace, who has completed her Gold 
Award and will collect her accolade at 
Buckingham Palace later this year.  

A friendly reminder to those pupils 
who are wanting to enrol in the Duke 
of Edinburgh programme for this year,  
your paperwork is now due. Please 
hand this to Miss Stephens. 

Miss Hopkins

YASH’S CRICKETING 
SUCCESS
Yash in Year 11 has been excelling in his out of school 
cricket once again.

Over the summer, and following an 
outstanding season, Yash was selected 
to play at the prestigious Bunbury 
Cricket Festival, which features the 
country’s top 50 players of his age. 

Yash represented the North of England 
team and was named one of the Best 
of Bunbury - being put forward to 
represent the North/Midlands team at 
Loughborough University later in the 
summer. 

He went on to be the highest scorer 
from his team in the Best of Bunbury 
game, receiving his cap from Sir 
Alastair Cook. 

There are so many other accolades Yash 
has achieved recently, including:

• Representing Yorkshire U15s, U16s, 
U17s and Yorkshire Academy.

• Giving a match winning 
performance of 59 runs in his 
Yorkshire Academy T20 debut.

• Scoring a very impressive 471 
runs in his Premier Division league 
games this season.

• Playing in the ECB Premier League 
for Middlesbrough’s 1st team, the 
highest possible league of adult 
cricket in this region.

• Scoring his first hundred for 
the Middlesbrough 1st team vs 
Thornaby CC in August, becoming 
one of the youngest players of all 
time to do so at just 15 years and 3 
months old.

...the list goes on! Well done, Yash.

Mr Thomas

Calum’s 
International Duty

Calum in Year 11 has been on 
international duty once again, this 
time for the Republic of Ireland 
U17s. 

His team played Russia twice, 
winning one and losing one. Calum 
played the full first game (W 2-0) 
and came off the bench in the 
team’s second match to score their 
only goal in a narrow 2-1 defeat.

Mr Thomas
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GREAT NORTH RUN
Congratulations and well done to Mr Griffiths, Miss Lockerbie and Hannah and Laura in 

Year 13 for successfully completing the Great North Run.

U16 County
Hockey 
Tournament

The Under 16 Hockey squad had a 
fabulous start to the season earlier 
this week when they won the 
County Hockey Tournament. 

The girls played teams from 
Yarm, Red House, Egglescliffe and 
Macmillan and managed to finish 
the afternoon unbeaten. 

The standard was high from all 
teams and all the games were very 
competitive. 

Upfront Maia, Zara and Millie 
H created excellent scoring 
opportunities and had great 
support in midfield from Mel, 
Isabelle B and Millie P. 

The defenders were also put under 
pressure on a number of occasions 
and worked really hard to ensure 
they kept a clean sheet. Phoebe D in 
goal made a fantastic dive to save a 
short corner by Yarm to keep us in 
contention. 

All pupils involved played well 
and fully deserved their victory. 
The squad will now go forward to 
represent the County at the North 
East Semi Finals. 

Miss Turnbull

2019-20 Team Captains
We are delighted to announce our Team Captains for this 
season’s sporting activities.

Girls’ Hockey 

U11 - Megan Manders

U12A -  Beatrice Austin

U12B -  Siri Musunuru

U13A - Alexandra Flint

U13B -  Grace Olley

U14 - Ava Barber 

U16 - Lexie Gaskin 

Netball 

U12A - Melissa Hopkin 

U13A - Layla Key 

U14A - Abi Loveridge 

U15A - Maia Bausor

U15B -  Emily Carney 

U16A - Millie Poppitt

U16B - Laura Anderson 

U19 - Catherine Hewitt 

Rugby 

U12 - Rohan Vagadia 

U14 - Finn Noott

U15 -  Euan Wilson 

U16 -  TBC

Football 

U12 - Louie Irvine 

U13 - Kiyan Bayat 

U15 - Milo Harris 

U16 - Calum Kavanagh 

Miss Turnbull U15 Rugby vs Red 
House

Last week the U15 boys’ rugby 
team played their first match of the 
year against Red House School. 

Teesside High lost the match but 
every player supported each other 
well and showed excellent attitudes 
and resilience. 

Well done to captain Finn for 
leading his team for the first time, 
and to Charlie for scoring three 
tries.

Mr Williamson

Emily is flying
high

Emily in Year 10 is flying high once 
again after being offered a place 
on the Team England Junior Pom 
Team. 

This selection will enable Emily to 
compete for Team England at its 
associated world competition in 
Florida next year, which is likened 
to the Olympic Games of the sport. 

Another incredible achievement!

Miss Hopkins

Mazie’s Academy

selection
We would like to send our 

congratulations to Mazie in Year 10 

for successfully gaining her place 

at the Under 17 South Durham and 

Cleveland Netball Academy. 

Mazie has also been asked to attend 

regional trials. 

Miss Turnbull

Community Sport Partnership

As part of our commitment to 

supporting community sport, we 

are delighted to this year sponsor a 

youth team at Leven AFC. 

The team debuted their new home 

shirt in their cup win on Sunday.

Miss Hockney
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Good listeners in 

Nursery
Nursery children have enjoyed 

exploring what it means to be a 

good listener this week.

The children have listened to the 

sounds that they have heard when 

in their outdoor area and explored 

how they can change sounds 

by using a variety of musical 

instruments. 

“I like louder things!” - Thomas

“I like the bell” - Madina

“These ones jingle” - Aaron

Mrs Hannah

Brilliant Bodies Workshop
Last Wednesday, the children in Years 

3-6 enjoyed a fantastic Brilliant Bodies 

workshop delivered by Love Science.

The children are currently studying 

the human body as part of their 

IPC curriculum and this hands-on 

workshop allowed them to explore 

some of the processes and systems 

that occur in their body.

The children looked at the importance 

of hygiene and the ‘germ detectives’ 

soon found a host of germs all over 

the children and their surroundings 

which had spread incredibly quickly.  

They then thought about the human 

defence of getting rid of germs and to 

illustrate this they made some snot to 

take home!  

The day also included looking at 

human and animal skeletons as 

well as the digestive and circulatory 

systems.  The highlight for some 

children was dissecting a real heart 

so they could look more closely at the 

different parts, relating this back to 

their prior learning.

A greater selection of photographs 

from the day can be found in the 

photo gallery on the Year 3 classblog 

https://y3-ths-prep.blogspot.com/

Mrs Kennedy

FOREST SCHOOL
Year 1 have really enjoyed their Forest school sessions 
since returning to school.
The children have been experimenting 
by making dens using natural items 
they found on the woodland floor. 

The children employed their problem 
solving skills, making adjustments 
independently when the original plan 
didn’t work. 

Grace wanted to move a larger branch 
and correctly tied a clove hitch so it 
could be dragged easily along the floor.

Mrs McCullagh

Sing-a-Lingo
We are inviting Early Years children and 
their parents to try an exciting language 
taster session with Sing-a-Lingo as 
part of our Open Day on Saturday 28 
September.

The special lesson is free of charge and 
will begin at 10.00am. Please visit our 
website for more details and to book 
your child’s place.

Mrs Clapton

To The Rescue!
Early Years children have been thinking and learning about 

their new IPC topic, To The Rescue.

The children have been studying the 

collection of Supertato books and 

linking this to learning about vegetables 

and the concept of freezing. 

The children made their own Supertato 

and Reception class extended this 

further with writing.

Mrs Clapton

Our First Day
Reception class marked their first day at school with some 

special family photographs. They also made a lovely piece 

of work to mark their momentous occasion!

Mrs Clapton
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EYE EYE!
Children in Years 3 and 4 have been training to be 

opticians as part of their IPC unit How Humans Work. 

They were set the challenge of devising 

an eye test to find out which was the 

smallest letter they could read from a 

certain distance. 

The children considered how they 

could make their eye test fair and what 

the variables were.  

Here are the children hard at work 

carrying out their investigations.  

Mrs Peacock

Being Human
As part of their International 

Primary Curriculum topic Being 

Human, Year 6 pupils have been 

learning about the central nervous 

system. 

This week, the pupils have been 

looking closely at motor and 

sensory neurons. They researched 

what each type of neuron did and 

then sorted statements into either 

motor or sensory. Statements such 

as, ‘I feel hot,’ or, ‘I want to run.’ 

Following this, pupils considered 

when the two types of neurons 

might need to communicate with 

each other. 

In order to present these scenarios, 

the pupils created short plays to 

highlight the types of activity that 

would require motor and sensory 

neurons to communicate. 

Scan the QR code above to watch 

some of their plays.

Mr Griffiths

Sensational
As part of the IPC Entry 
Point for our new topic 
Sensational, Year 2 children 
finished their first week 
back at school with a fun 
activity of using their senses 
to try and guess the flavours 
of different yoghurts.  
We initially used our sense of sight and 
thought the yellow yoghurt might be 
banana or pineapple flavour and the 
pink yoghurt might be strawberry or 
raspberry.  When we used our sense of 
smell we began to question our initial 
predictions.  This then led us onto using 
our sense of taste to try and get to the 
bottom of the mystery.  

With our spoons at the ready we dived 
in and, although we all agreed the pink 
one was not strawberry or raspberry 
and the yellow one was not banana or 
pineapple, we were very confused as to 

what the flavours could be.  

I then revealed the pink one was 
actually lemon and lime and the yellow 
one was apricot!  

I had played a trick on the children 
by using food colouring to change the 
colours of the yoghurts!  

From this great activity we have already 
discovered how important it is to use as 
many senses as possible to explore the 
world around us.

Miss Hall

Trotting into Tuesdays
The introduction of horse riding 

lessons to our co-curricular programme 

has been very well received this term. 

A group of enthusiastic and focused 

students in Years 3-7 attend lessons 

at Kirklevington Riding Centre each 

Tuesday. 

Mrs Williams has been very impressed 

with the noticeable progress the pupils 

have already made.

Monitoring our heart rate
Year 3 and 4 have been continuing 
their IPC work and considering how 
their hearts work and how their heart 
rate changes after having completed 
some exercise.

The children were magically 
transformed into mini doctors 

and thoroughly enjoyed using 
stethoscopes to listen to their friends 
heartbeat before and after exercise.  

We will be building on this activity 
later in the term, where the 
children will be taking more careful 
measurements of their heart rates in a 

scientific investigation.

The children worked really well in 
their new milepost groups and we are 
looking forward to this unit of work 
where we can investigate how our 
bodies work in much more detail.

Mrs Kennedy

Pearl of Africa 
Children’s Choir

We are really looking forward to 
welcoming the Pearl of Africa Children’s 
Choir into school on Tuesday 24 
September. We will begin the day 
with a special assembly featuring a 
performance by the choir followed by 
workshops for our Senior Choir, KS2 
and KS3 students. 

Tickets are available for the evening 
performance. We look forward to 
seeing you there!
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Year 8 English
In English, Year 8 students have started the year exercising 

their Shakespearean flair.

The students have been busy devising 

their own plots and opening scenes 

using the Bard’s most famous 

characters, plots and props from The 

Merchant of Venice, Romeo and Juliet 

and Macbeth. 

The English Department can’t wait for 

opening night!

Miss Duffy

THS in the Community
Mrs Casey is leading just one of our 
co-curricular activities which works 
closely with our local community.  

On Tuesday, fifteen students from 
Year 8 to 11 visited All Saints Church 
on Yarm Road to find out about the 
church’s charity project to build a 
house in Mexico. 

Students were welcomed by Youth 
Leader Kathryn Belmont, who led a 
presentation to the group about the 
core values of the church and the 
project itself. Part of the presentation 
focused on the decision to choose 
Mexico when they are aware of other 
equally deserving charities.  

The reality is that 37.6 million 
people live below the poverty line 
in Mexico and the registered charity 
Amor Europe has a mission to; “Bring 
transformation with young people in 

challenging places”.  

Amor Europe has a long term goal to 
build 800,000 homes in Mexico and 
have built 30,000 so far.  Six hundred 
groups will go to Mexico next year 
which means at least another 600 
homes built.  All Saints will be sending 
twenty young people from their youth 
group next summer and need to raise 
£40,000 over the next eight months. 

Our group of 15 students were even 
given the chance to participate fully in 
their venture and sign up to be one of 
the young people travelling to Mexico 
next year.  

Over the next ten weeks, Mrs Casey’s 
group will set a personal target of 
raising £50 each in order to give this 
charity £750 by December. 

Teesside High School support a lot 
of charities, but it is a privilege to be 

involved with such a large scale local 
charity which is right on our own 
doorstep.  

All Saints were extremely grateful and 
humbled by our offer of support and 
we would like to be able to present 
them with our target figure of £750 by 
the final week of school in December.  

If anyone is interested in supporting 
the project or donating to the charity 
before the end of term, please contact 
Mrs Casey.

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
I am delighted to announce that our Artist of the 

Month for September is Beatrice Austin in Year 7.

Beatrice has joined us from the Prep 

School and is already impressing with 

her creative flair, signing up to join 

Art Club as one of her co-curricular 

activities, too.

Year 7 are starting to learn about 

the Formal Elements of Art and have 

used, line, shape and tone to create a 

charcoal bottle drawings. 

Beatrice’s bottle shows a particularly 

good use of the formal elements and is 

very striking.  

This week, Year 7 have been learning 

about composition and lighting to 

produce baroque still life photography.

Mrs Machan

Book launch
Mrs Mackenzie and Miss Stephens 
were delighted to attend the launch 
of former student Emily Willis’ first 
book at MIMA during the summer 
break.  They enjoyed hearing Emily 
speak about the inspiration for her 
collection of poems Lizzie on the 
Rocks, written on her walk between 
Seaham and Redcar.  Emily read 
a selection of her poems and was 
happy to sign copies of her book 
for the school library.  A very proud 
moment for Emily, her family and 
all at THS.

Music Examination Results

Name Instrument Grade

Georgia Okey Piano (ABRSM) Grade 8 - Merit
Euan Wilson Trombone (ABRSM) Grade 7 - Merit
Riley Hall Pop Vocals Grade 6 - Distinction
Ruby Liddle Pop Vocals Grade 5 - Merit
Millie Poppitt Jazz Flute Grade 5 - Merit
Ivy Rennison Pop Vocals Grade 4 - Distinction
Rosa Jones Jazz Clarinet Grade 4 - Merit
Megan Manders Pop Vocals Grade 3 - Distinction
Sukhi Yatham Pop Vocals Grade 3 - Distinction
Lydia Wilson Piano (ABRSM) Grade 3 - Pass
Melissa Hopkin Pop Vocals Grade 2 - Distinction
Siri Musunuru Pop Vocals Grade 2 - Distinction
Casimer Prince Pop Vocals Grade 2 - Distinction
Oliver Warrior Electric Guitar Grade 2 - Pass
Bethea WaMoyo Piano (ABRSM) Grade 1 - Distinction
Louis Main Piano (ABRSM) Prep Test - Pass

Congratulations to those students who achieved excellent 
music examination results this summer.
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A fun first day!
Our new Year 12 students enjoyed an action packed 
Induction Day as they got to know one another ahead of 
settling down to their studies.

Transition to THS Sixth Form
Year 11 pupils from both Teesside 

High School and other schools in the 

local area are invited to join us for our 

annual Sixth Form Open Evening, 

which will be held in the Senior School 

Hall on Tuesday 1 October.

The Open Evening is an opportunity 

for Year 11 THS pupils and those from 

other schools in the locality to come 

along and explore what THS Sixth 

Form has to offer.  

We are proud to be recognised as one 

of the best performing independent 

school sixth forms in the country, and 

this event will allow you to find out 

more about:

• Our wide range of A-level options, 

taught by outstanding subject 

specialists.

• Why our unique pattern of 

assessment makes you stand out from 

the crowd.

• The best combination of subjects for 

a particular career path.

• Our small, seminar-style classes, 

where personalised learning is key.

• Teaching hours; at THS Sixth Form 
we devote the highest number 
of hours to face-to-face teaching 
compared to any sixth form provider 
in the local area.

Details of our diverse co-curricular 
opportunities, excellent university 
and careers support, routes into 
apprenticeships and work experience 
will also be available, along with 
information about our range of 
scholarships.

I look forward to seeing you there.

Miss Bird

Year 13 Induction 
with Leeds 
Beckett University

Year 13 students returned to school 
following a series of outstanding 
performances on A-level Results 
Day.

As well as assisting with team 
challenges alongside new students 
in Year 12, they also took part in 
sessions led by experts from Leeds 
Beckett University. 

Students engaged with the 
fundamental importance of 
becoming an outward-looking 
young adult, building links with 
the wider community through 
voluntary work and programmes 
such as the National Citizenship 
Service. 

They discussed the kind of 
transferable skills universities and 
employers are looking for, as well 
as developing the values implicit in 
citizenship in a democracy.  

Specialists on the admissions 
process were there to discuss the 
students’ ongoing work on their 
personal statements and UCAS 
choices. 

This very-engaged year group look 
set to follow in the footsteps of the 
2019 leavers, with 98% moving on 
to their first choice of university or 
medical school.

Miss Bird

Year 12 Science
Science remains one of our most 

popular A-level choices in the Sixth 

Form and it is not difficult to see why. 

Over two thirds of THS Sixth Form 

students are studying a recognised 

Science at A-level this academic year.

In small classes, our students are 

motivated to develop an inquisitive 

nature and are taught beyond the 

curriculum to inspire them to consider 

where their Science subject might take 

them beyond A-level.

In Mr Finn’s class, students have 

become very competitive over the 

creation of an animation showing 

how proteins develop from animo 

acids into quaternary structures like 

haemoglobin. 

In Mrs Kirk’s lessons, students are 

having fun exploring the structure of 

DNA, as you can see below!
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PHOTO GALLERY

We are delighted to welcome so many new faces to our school community this term. A warm welcome to the Pre-Prep Department to 
Maddie-Bee, Sophie and Issac - we hope you have enjoyed your first few weeks with us.

We love hearing about our students’ 
successes outside of school. Congratulations 
to Craig in Year 11 who was last weekend 
awarded the U15 Batting Award at 
the Cleveland Schools County Cricket 
Presentation Evening.

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

Ross in Year 10 competed in last weekend’s ‘Ard Moors’ biking event, which involved a 40km 
enduro loop with five timed stages, testing the riders’ climbing and descending.

A huge well done to our wonderful Prep School pupils and staff (and parents!) for the incredible effort made for Roald Dahl Day last week. 
We are proud to support this annual initiative, which helps raise crucial funds for the author’s Marvellous Children’s Charity.

Year 2 pupils have enjoyed their time back at school. On their first day, they spent time 
making thank you cards for their family members to thank them for the lovely summers they 
had spent together.

Art Club pupils have been experimenting 
with cubism and creating some excellent 
Picasso Dog pictures.



Teesside High School The Avenue, Eaglescliffe, Stockton-On-Tees  TS16 9AT
T: 01642 782095
E: info@teessidehigh.co.uk
W: www.teessidehigh.co.uk

OUR SPONSORS


