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THiS Week
WE LOVE TO READ!
We love reading at Teesside High School and the English Department is 
always finding ways to promote reading for all.
Our reading activities this term include Year 7 students 
enjoying an introduction to the School Library with 
Miss Ignirri and being treated to a visit from Richard 
Drake of Stockton’s leading independent bookstore 
Drake the Bookshop, who comes bearing a selection of 
the latest novels for teenagers. 

In the Prep School, Reception class have been 
exploring how reading can impact happiness and 
mental wellbeing, after research showed that children 
who enjoy reading have significantly better mental 
health. The children enjoyed reading aloud to their 
friends as they further developed their language and 
vocabulary.

Mrs Reid is running her very popular Breakfast and 
Books Club again and has this year also introduced 
half termly reading journals to encourage our students 
to think about what they are reading and share 
recommendations with each other.  We have also 
invested in our own stock of current literature which 
our students are enjoying dipping into in their reading 
lessons.

Senior School lessons are also supported by a range of 
theatre trips. This term our students are off to watch A 
Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls. 

Furthermore, on Monday 4 November, we are looking 
forward to welcoming renowned children’s author of 
the Mr Gum series, Mr Andy Stanton, to Teesside High 
School.

Andy will be joining us to talk about the inspiration 
behind his new book, The Paninis of Pompeii.  He will 
also be able to answer questions from pupils about his 
role as an author and the skills and qualities required 
to forge a successful career in writing.  Children in 
Years 2-5 are invited to join in with this visit.

More is planned for the rest of the year including the 
Prep Book Fair visit, our annual Readathon sponsored 
read, the ever popular book swaps, more book-related 
trips and lots of Shakespeare for the English Speaking 
Union’s Speaking Shakespeare competition.  This 
year we also hope to become active members of the 
Carnegie Medal shadowing group, helping to review 
the novels considered to be the very best for young 
people to read.

You will find each staff member who has contributed 
to this edition of the newsletter has shared what they 
are currently reading, in the hope that we can inspire 
you to share our love of reading, too.

Mrs Hancock

Currently reading: The Accidental Tourist by Anne 
Tyler
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WELCOME
Wishing you all a wonderful half term break 

ahead.

It barely feels like five minutes 
since we returned back to school, 
fresh from a long summer 
holiday. 

The upcoming half term holiday 
does provide chance to reflect 
on just what has been achieved 
during the last seven weeks 
and I sincerely hope all of 
those new to Teesside High 
School, staff and students, feel 
settled and integrated into our 
school community. It has been 
a pleasure to get to know all 
of our new faces and find out 
more about their interests and 
passions, both in and out of 
school.

This half term has been a 
super busy time for our PE 
Department, and we have 
reported frequently on the 
success of our players at local, 
county, regional and even 
national level. It is wonderful to 
see Yash in Year 11 be nominated 
and named in the category of 
‘Teesside’s Future Star’ at the 
Gazette Sports Awards, and we 
wish him the very best of luck at 
the ceremony in half term. 

With no less than 45 fixtures 
played in the first half term of 

the year, I am sure we will see 
lots more success to come.

In Creative Arts, our Food 
and Nutrition Department 
continues to shine, providing 
opportunities for students to 
showcase their culinary flair 
outside of lessons. Next week’s 
Future Chef school heat will see 
Senior School students design, 
prepare and serve a one course 
dish for no more than £5.00, 
competing with their friends 
and classmates to make the next 
round in this national contest. 
Elsewhere in the faculty, Music 
and Drama Departments are 
busy working on rehearsals for 
2020’s production of School of 
Rock, which I am sure will be an 
incredible showcase of creative 
arts talent within the school.

I would like to take this 
opportunity to remind you about 
our upcoming Remembrance Day 
Service, which will take place 
in the Main Hall on Monday 11 
November at 10.30am. This year, 
we are inviting Prep year groups 
and Senior and Sixth Form tutor 
groups to create a wreath for the 
service, and this is something 
pupils can begin to consider over 
the half term break. In the past, 
wreaths have been created using 
arts and crafts materials, textiles 
or recycled plastic. I am sure 
this project will be a poignant 
addition to what is already a 
thought-provoking and emotive 
occasion. I do hope to see you 
there. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

Currently reading: Gentleman 
Sinner by Jodi Ellen Malpas

Surfing...THS!
Holly and Emmeline, 
both in Year 8,  
competed in their first 
surfing competition 
earlier this term, 
representing their club 
Saltburn Surf School.

The girls go for lessons 

each Sunday morning 
in the U14 class so did 
exceptionally well in the 
competition for their 
age range. 

They battled the tide 
(and jellyfish!) to catch 
lots of waves. 

Well done, girls.

Miss Hopkins

Currently reading: 
Dandelion Years by 
Erica James

U16 PREMIERSHIP 
AND CHAMPIONSHIP 
NETBALL
Miss Stephens has been delighted with the performances 
of her Year 10 and Year 11 girls after they competed in the 
Schools District Netball Leagues earlier this month.
Run on a cluster fixture basis, the teams 
enjoyed two good nights of netball 
competition against a range of teams 
from across Stockton.

The U16 Championship team of Tanya, 
Summer, Lexie B, Laura, Millie P, Alice, 
Jessica, Phoebe, Millie H and Lexie G 
showed great progress over the two 
nights.  A bit of a slow start to the 
competition saw them pick up a draw 
against Egglescliffe and then a victory 
against Red House C.  Their second 
night saw them in fine fettle winning all 
but one of their games.  A respectable 
competition for them where they 
showed good progress in the circle with 
their shooting and solid defending from 
the back of the court.

The U16 Premiership team of Melanie, 
Phoebe, Maia, Megan, Mazie, Isabelle, 
Lexie and Zara were outstanding 
and undefeated over the two nights.  
The closest game was against a very 
competitive Red House A, which 
our girls won by the narrowest of 
margins, just one goal.  This team show 
strength, depth and flexibility all over 
the court and their successes mean 
they are already crowned League and 
Tournament Champions for the season.  
I am sure they will continue to go from 
strength to strength.

I would like to commend both Millie 
Holmes and Megan Humble for their 
performances across the competition 
as Players of the Tournament for their 
respective teams.

Wimbledon 2020
I am delighted to launch a trip for 
Senior School students to watch two 
full days of fantastic sporting action at 
Wimbledon, from Tuesday 30 June-
Wednesday 1 July 2020. 

Please register your son/daughter’s 
interest using the Google form issued 
this week.

Mr Thomas

Currently reading: Lots of Early 
Years books with my daughter!

Year 7 Netball
On Wednesday 9 October, our 

Under 12s competed in their first 

netball match of the year. Team 

Captain Melissa shares her match 

review...

We went against Shooting Stars 

Under 11s and I am glad to say that 

we had a successful win, 22-3. 

As the captain of the Netball team 

I was really pleased that everyone 

started to form as a team. 

All of the shooters that we had were 

very successful, and some were only 

new at it. 

This match definitely helped me 

gain some confidence in our team, 

seeing as though we have only been 

together for a short space of time. 

Evie was named Player of the Match 

and she did deserve it because she 

had scored a lot of points for our 

team and she also played really well 

and helped our team a lot. 

Melissa, Year 7

Sports Award
We are proud to learn that Yash in 
Year 11 has been shortlisted for the 
‘Teesside’s Future Star’ award at the 
Gazette Sports Awards, which take 
place later this month.

Miss Turnbull

Currently reading: Saturday Requiem 
by Nicci French



4    www.teessidehigh.co.uk 5

Year 1 IPC
As part of their IPC unit Sensational,  

the children in Year 1 have been 

investigating the properties of light. 

The task involved pupils looking 

at different sources of light and 

investigating how light helps us to 

see.  The children then explored 

what happens when they shone a 

torch on a hand mirror and onto 

some black card. 

By looking at the properties of 

various materials, they made 

reflective bracelets to help keep 

them safe as the nights draw in.

Mrs McCullagh

Currently reading: Play the Forest 

School Way by Peter Houghton 

and Jane Worrall

We’re 
Going on a 
Bear Hunt
Nursery children have really 
enjoyed exploring the story 
‘We’re Going on a Bear Hunt’ 
this week. 
In a creative session, pupils 
experimented with different ways 
to create long lines to represent the 
long grass.  The children used paint 
and practiced their fine motor skills 
by cutting long pieces of paper.  The 
grass will form part of our story display 
which you will be able to see in the 
Nursery classroom very soon. 

The children were then tasked with 

creating their very own bear cave.  The 
children wanted their cave to be dark 
just like the cave in the story so we 
used dark material to cover the top.  We 
are enjoying reading the story in a cave 
of our very own!

Mrs Hannah

Currently reading: We’re Going on a 
Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen!

Reception Music
In Music, Reception children have been 
working with Mrs Connor to learn to 
play the mini violin. 

The children were exploring different 
sound sources whilst learning about 
High and Low pitch and experienced 
playing high and low sounds on their 
mini violins. 

They enjoyed seeing and feeling the 
vibrations of the strings!

Mrs Clapton

Currently reading: The Five Second 
Rule by Mel Robbins

Year 1 and 2 Trip to Centre for Life
The children in Years 1 and 2 had a 
great day when they headed off to 
the International Centre for Life in 
Newcastle, a trip planned to support 
their IPC topic Sensational.  

During the day all of the children had 

fun completing a hands on workshop 
all about the senses, enjoyed a special 
visit to the centre’s planetarium and 
were treated to a live Science theatre 
show!

Many thanks to the parent volunteers 

who accompanied us on this trip.

Miss Hall

Currently reading: Wellbeing in 
the Primary Classroom by Adrian 
Bethune

YEAR 3 
AND 4 
TEETH
Over the last few weeks, 
Year 3 and 4 children have 
enjoyed investigating how 
effectively they clean their 
teeth. 

In their IPC lessons, as part of their How 
Humans Work unit, the children have 
been learning about the different types 
of teeth, the main job for each type of 
tooth and how animal teeth differ to 
human teeth.  They have considered 
the importance of oral health and 
the importance of visiting the dentist 
regularly.  They have also considered 
the importance of effective brushing to 
ensure they avoid cavities. 

The children have had great fun using 
disclosing tablets to highlight the key 
areas that are more susceptible to 

decay.  The purple tablets show a pink 
area if the teeth have not been cleaned 
properly and areas which may contain 
plaque.

As you can see, the children found 
this a very enjoyable investigation 
whilst learning some very important 
information about their own teeth 
along the way!  

Mrs Kennedy

Currently reading: How to be 
Champion by Sarah Millican

Co-operation and 
Resilience

Our International Primary Curriculum 
is underpinned with what are known as 
‘Personal Learning Goals’.  

The children in Year 2 have been 
transferring two of these goals, co-
operation and resilience, into their 
mathematics work recently when 
they were challenged with the task 
of completing a 100 square number 
puzzle.  The children used their 
knowledge of place value to help them 
with this.  

Miss Hall
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Year 6 Class 
Assembly 

This morning Year 6 performed 
their class assembly for Prep School 
pupils and their parents. 

The idea for the assembly came 
from a Big Write unit of work that 
we undertook last week. 

During the unit, Year 6 pupils had 
to study the African story Why 
the Cheetah’s Cheeks Are Stained, 
and then turn it into a playscript, 
complete with stage directions 
for the actors to follow, and sound 
effect and costume ideas. 

Once the pupils had written their 
plays we adapted them into a whole 
class play, which we performed 
today.  Judging by the applause 
at the end I think the pupils’ 
performances were well received!

Mr Griffiths

Currently reading: Churchill: 
Walking With Destiny by Andrew 
Roberts

Year 4 
Creative 
Writers
In Year 4, our focus text type 
has been adventure stories, 
specifically the adventures 
of Paddington Bear.  The children have been fully immersed 
in the world of Paddington this week!
They watched clips from the 
Paddington film and read extracts from 
Thomas Bond’s timeless stories. 

Next, the children took on the role of 
researchers and toured school in order 
to develop their ideas about mishaps 
and misadventures that Paddington 
could get embroiled in. 

Esther kindly brought in her 
Paddington Bear and he got up to a 
great deal of mischief in the classroom, 
helping the children to further develop 
their stories. 

Here are some extracts from the 
children’s adventure stories for your 
enjoyment.

After the Christmas holidays, on the first 
day back at school, Nathan was thirty 
minutes late because of traffic. When 
Nathan’s dad parked his car outside the 
atrium, Nathan dashed in but then his 
left eye caught the glimpse of something 

in a bush. He walked over and there was 
a little bear behind the bush. Nathan 
whispered, ‘How can I help you?’  

Charlie

When Roary (the bear) arrived in the 
first aid room he looked in to the first aid 
kit. He found the bandages and wrapped 
them around him and said, ‘This is such 
fun!’ Then he wrapped the bandages 
around him from his head to his paws. 
He fell over in a heap.  

Seb

Tommy (the bear) walked over to the 
photocopying machine and climbed up 
it. He sat on the scanner and pressed 
lots of buttons. ‘I’ll just sit here,’ sighed 
Tommy. Suddenly, hundreds of pieces of 
paper started flying out of the printer. 
Tommy caught one of the pieces of paper. 
‘Oh no. That’s my bottom!’ he shouted.  

Harry

In the changing room, Boots (the bear) 
ran to the soap thinking it was water. 
He drank it all. ‘Yummy,’ he said. Then he 
noticed bubbles coming out of his mouth. 
He ran to the nearest water and put his 
head in the toilet. But it got stuck! 

Ryan

Mrs Peacock

Currently reading: The Works poetry 
collection

In the style of...
On a Thursday afternoon, as part of 

our varied enrichment programme, 

some of the Prep children are 

considering the work of different 

artists and then trying to replicate 

their style in their own creative work.  

The children are currently working 

on some Pop Art.  The children have 

considered some of the work of Andy 

Warhol and have learned how he 

used to produce his work, and about 

the decade in which his art work 

was very popular. Our work is being 

influenced by the famous picture of 

Marilyn Monroe however we are using 

pictures of the children in the group.  

Here is a sneak preview of our work 

so far and I look forward to sharing 

some of the final pieces with you.  

We are excited about moving on to 

look at the work of other artists once 

our current project is complete.

Mrs Kennedy

SPOOKY STORIES
Over the last two weeks, Year 5 have worked hard on 
exploring the features of and writing their own spooky short 
stories.  
They have thought carefully about 
how to build tension within their 
writing and attempted to use a range 
of different sentence types for effect.  
They have also been working hard to 
include more exciting and interesting 
vocabulary within their independent 
work.  Here are some of the finished 
products: 

Miss Lockerbie

Currently reading: The Eye of the 
World by Robert Jordan

In Bed by Lily Collingwood

One night, I was in my living room 
with my mum.  She said to me that it 
was bedtime, but I didn’t want to go to 
my old, dusty, spider webbed bedroom 
because there were ghosts in it.  And I 
know that.  After we bought this house 
it was known in the news for being 
notorious. I said to my mum, “I’m not 
going to my room because last night I 
had a terrible nightmare.”

So I went to my room after all that and 
I heard noises from outside.  It wasn’t 
lightning, so I looked outside but nothing 
was there.  But then I closed the blinds 
and the lights in my bedroom were 
flickering on and off.  

I jumped under my covers and stayed 
there for five minutes and I heard a 
shouting noise.  It sounded like my 
mum but I was sure it wasn’t.  I heard 
someone getting closer and closer to me. 
Then I heard a shout.  I didn’t know what 
to do so I was brave and shouted, “GO 
AWAY!”  All I heard back was a whisper.  I 
thought it was an ambush.

I needed to go downstairs and no one 
was around at all.  There was blood 
everywhere.  Something touched me on 
the shoulder and I was dead…  

But I woke up again and I wasn’t at 
home.  I was somewhere where dead 
people were.  I didn’t know what to do 
but I couldn’t escape.  I turned around 
and…

Camp-tastrophe By Shreya Gujjala

It was the most ordinary of days and 
Emma and her best friend Jennifer 
were camping.  The were smack, bam 
in the middle of the forest that was 
dark isolated and gloomy.  They were 
finishing off their noodles then Jennifer 
sleepily lumbered off to get some dented, 
old firewood.  Her eyes were bloodshot 
red and Emma was worried.  Would she 
be ok? 

But she had disappeared into the pitch 
black darkness.  Emma snuggled into her 
cosy sleeping bag and her eyes shut.

It was 12.00.  Emma had awoken.  She 
was notorious for waking up late every 
morning.  A large, blurred silhouette was 
hanging over the tent.  Emma froze.  She 
felt for Jennifer.  “Jenny?” she whispered, 
almost mutely.  She was not there.  
Suddenly, the shadow turned, very slowly 
to face Emma.  It was holding a body.  
It was Jennifer.  The shadow whipped 
away.

It was a few days after the incident and 
Emma and Jenny’s parents were waiting 
eagerly for the girls to come home.  
It was 1:00... 2:00...3:00.  They were 
anxious.  They drove as fast as lightning 
to the forest.  All they found was a 
blood drenched camp set and knife...no 
footprints…
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Drama Club
Every Tuesday, during enrichment 
time, Drama Club is run by Mrs 
Saxton and Drama prefects, Henry 
and Cate.  The group consists of 
students from all year groups, with 
everyone being encouraged to get 
involved. 

We aim to provide a creative and 
dynamic experience, building 
confidence and Drama skills whilst 
having fun. 

This week, for example, the 
Drama prefects coordinated the 
activity to include the themes 
of Shakespeare’s plays and a 
diverse range of different drama 
techniques.  The pupils worked 
in mixed year groups to create 
their own performances, using the 
Shakespearean themes of comedy, 
tragedy, and history.  We found 
that the students were successful 
in achieving their intentions and 
thoroughly enjoyed participating 
and sharing their performances 
with each other.

It is really encouraging to see how 
some of our more shy pupils come 
out of their shells and find they 
have a real talent for performance.

The picture shows students 
working with sixth form mentors 
and modelling interpretations 
of comedy, tragedy, history and 
physical theatre.

Henry Norman and A-level 
students

LabLive
Selected Year 8 and 9 

Physics students will have 

the opportunity to visit 

Borough Hall, Hartlepool, 

for the exciting LabLive 

event on Wednesday 20 

November.

They will join other students from 

the region to a spectacular STEM 

show which brings the best of the 

Cheltenham Science Festival to the 

region. 

It will be a mix of interactive lectures 

covering some of the latest scientific 

themes and will hopefully inspire our 

students about the benefits of studying 

science, technology, engineering and 

mathematics at GCSE and beyond.

The event is being organised by 

the Physics Department and letters 

containing full details will soon be 

issued to parents.  The cost is just 

£6 per student (payable through 

ParentPay), but spaces are limited to 

around30, and will be allocated on a 

first come first served basis.

Don’t miss out on what will be a 

stimulating and exciting event!

Mr Edwards

Currently reading: 

Cold as the Grave by James Oswald. 

The 9th Inspector McLean novel in 

the detective series set in Edinburgh. 

A crime thriller in the style of Ian 

Rankin’s Rebus books but with a 

supernatural edge to it as well. 

MEADOWLAND: The Private Life 

of an English Field by John-Lewis 

Stempel.  Observations by the 

award-winning nature writer and 

farmer on a meadow on his land 

on the English-Welsh border near 

Hereford, highlighting the changes 

to fauna and flora for each season, 

from January to December.  Highly 

descriptive, poetic and intriguing 

and a refreshing change in pace for 

me as a Physics teacher!

Wed 20 November 2019

10am-12pm OR 12.30-2.30pm

Years 8&9

Borough Hall, Hartlepool

Tickets are free and booking is now open!

For more information and to reserve your tickets, 
please email louise.corser@edf-energy.com or call 
01429 853582.

Brought to you by

Hartlepool Power Station

LABLIVE is back!
Spectacular STEM shows for KS3

Treat your pupils to a FREE, 
one-off STEM extravaganza 
with Antonia Forster and 
Simon Watt. 

LabLive is a spectacular STEM 
show for years 8&9 which brings 
the best of Cheltenham Science 
Festival to Borough Hall, in a bid 
to inspire and engage inquisitive 
young minds. As well as enjoying 
interactive lectures covering 
some of the latest scientific 
themes, pupils will learn more 
about the benefits of studying 
science, technology, engineering 
and maths at GCSE and beyond. 

“Fun, informative and inspiring!”
Teacher Feedback

Pumpkin Carving
During House meetings this half term, 

Victoria students have been busy 

celebrating Halloween. 

In their first meeting, students were 

asked to design their own pumpkins 

ready to carve in the next meeting. 

The designs were judged and a 

number of year group winners were 

presented in yesterday’s House 

meeting. 

Each year group was then provided 

with a pumpkin and set the challenge 

of carving a winning design into their 

pumpkins in no less than 20 minutes! 

Students approached the challenge 
with gusto and showed fantastic 
House spirit and excellent team work 
whilst completing their challenges. 
Pumpkins will be judged today and 
one finalist and one runner up will be 
selected and announced on Monday. 

Our fantastic pumpkins are on display 
outside of main reception for you to 
enjoy.  Happy Halloween everyone!

Mrs Little

Currently reading: Origin by Dan 
Brown

ARTIST OF THE MONTH
We are delighted to announce that Zoe Stoughton in Year 10 

is October’s Artist of the Month.

Zoe started GCSE Art in September and 

has been developing her photography 

skills. 

These creative photographs show Zoe’s 

experimentation with the effects of 

shutter speed and are influenced by the 

artists Natsumi Hayashi and Francesca 

Woodman.

Mrs Machan

Currently reading: Dead Like You by 

Peter James

Year 8 DT
Year 8 have been busy casting cement 
this half term as part of their ‘industrial 
design’ inspired project.

They have been tasked with designing a 
cement container which could be used 
in a commercial environment such as a 
restaurant. 

They will be using inspiration from 
Banksy to spray paint street art onto 
the sides of their creative pieces.

Miss Storey

Currently reading: About A Boy by 
Nick Hornby
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International 
Scout Jamboree

This summer I went to West 
Virginia, USA, for over three weeks.  

The purpose of the visit was to join 
the International Scout Jamboree to 
raise money for other scouts across 
the world who could not afford 
to join us, such as in Syria and 
Afghanistan.  

I was part of a group of 45,000 
people from 150 countries across 
the world.  No one else from my 
scouting group or district had the 
confidence to try out, but I did and 
was successful. 

My role was as communication 
officer and I was interviewed for 
local radio and radio back in the 
UK.  The trip involved a whole host 
of outdoor activities which enabled 
us to learn new skills.  I learned 
new languages and how to adapt 
my communication skills as well 
as improving my confidence and 
resilience being away from home 
and supporting others who were 
homesick.  

Being away from home in 
unfamiliar surroundings without 
my core group of friends was 
scary but rewarding.  I tried new 
challenges and it has inspired me 
to apply for the International Tall 
Ships Race in 2021.

Georgia, Year 11

Charity and 
Service
Celebrating our wonderfully 
unassuming pupils who go 
above and beyond every 
day to support local and 
national charities. 

This first article is written by Holly in Year 6.
I do lots of work for charity!

I have raised money for Children in 
Need for about 4 years, raising around 
£700 by making friendship bracelets 
and baking cakes. I love to watch the 
Children in Need show to see where all 
my money goes, even though some of 
the stories are really sad.  

I have also raised money for Butterwick 
Hospice and Teesside Hospice. I raised 
money by making friendship bracelets, 
making slime and by organising a 
Eurovision Sweepstake.  I’ve also been 
lucky enough to visit the hospices to 
find out the great work they do and 
what my fundraising money does to 
help people who are sick.

I have a lot of fun raising money. My 
favourite fundraiser so far has to be 
the Strictly Come Dancing sweep I did 
in order to raise money for Zoe’s Place, 
a charity which helps poorly babies 
and children aged under 5.  I enjoyed 
getting all of the teachers in the Prep 
School to pick out a celebrity and pay 
£2. It was good to see which teachers 
went out each week. That definitely 
added a certain level of competition to 
Strictly! All of the teachers ask me how 
their celebrity is doing every Monday!  

This is just one of the many great 
projects I have been working on.  I have 
also asked family and friends to donate 
to the wonderful cause and I have 
raised nearly £300, which I can’t wait to 
give to the charity shortly.

I love raising money for charity, it has 
been a wonderful thing to do with my 
time. I have given my Children in Need 
charity money to my dancing class 
each year as they agreed to double the 
amount (as did my mum and dad). I 
went on their Facebook page and talked  
all about my charity work and was even 
pictured in the Gazette.  

I think charity work is so important 
because it helps lots of people.

Anya’s Ugandan Adventure
Former pupil and Sixth Form House 
Captain (2014-2016) Anya Chapman 
has recently graduated with Honours 
in Applied Social Science, and next year 
she will embark upon an incredible 
volunteering trip to Uganda with the 
International Citizen Service. 

Anya is fundraising for her trip with 
activities such as an 80ft abseil - please 
visit the link below if you would like to 
offer your support.

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/Anya-Chapman

Can you tell what Year 7 have been looking at in Biology?

OXBRIDGE AND MED 
SCHOOL APPLICATIONS
The season for university applications is underway at THS 
Sixth Form, with almost a quarter of Year 13 applying for 
the country’s prestigious medical schools and Oxford and 
Cambridge Universities. 
For these students there is enormous 
pressure, as their applications have to 
be in by 15 October, several months 
before the general UCAS deadline. 

Immediately after that comes a series 
of assessed essays to be submitted, 
as well as entrance and aptitude tests 
over half term, all of which assume the 
applicants have already reached A-level 
standard well before the rest of the 
cohort. Elite universities take academic 
achievement for granted, with the 
standard Cambridge offer being A*A*A, 
for example. 

Our applicants know that top 
universities prize intellectual curiosity 
above all and have read widely outside 
the syllabus, listening to podcasts and 
attending talks and lectures in their 
spare time. 

Academics from Oxford,  Cambridge 
and Durham volunteer to assist 
with mock interviews and advice on 
applications, and tutors spend many 
hours helping with re-drafting personal 
statements.  

Gabriella, in Year 13, whose first 

choice would be to read English 
Literature at Cambridge University, 
was thrilled to receive an offer from 
Newcastle University within 24 hours 
of submitting her application.  Gabby 
said: ‘It’s quite daunting when I realise 
the scale of the challenge, but I’ve felt 
supported every step of the way, and 
I know THS Sixth Form has 100% 
success rate with Oxbridge offers for 
every hopeful applicant so that was 
reassuring, too.’

Pre-Med students from THS Sixth Form 
have also had complete success with 
every application made in the last five 
years, receiving an offer from every 
university to which they have applied. 

Students make use of extensive work 
experience and workshops, ranging 
from shadowing a cardiologist to 
observing post-mortems, and all 
aspiring medics have been volunteering 
on a weekly basis to build their life 
experience and softer skills like 
resilience, empathy and patience. 

Students are making a commitment in 
therapeutic care in hospitals,  playing  
board games with  dementia sufferers, 

and putting in sometimes gruelling 
hours at  local care homes. 

Amar-Raj in Year 13 volunteers across 
three settings. He said: ‘At the Unicorn 
Centre my tasks vary from mucking out 
horses to leading the riders. A challenge 
for me was to overcome my fear of the 
horses while reassuring riders with 
disabilities who were sometimes non-
verbal. It can be incredibly rewarding to 
help someone else achieve a personal 
goal, but even making a personal 
connection, improving the quality of 
someone’s life is so valuable.’

Amar-Raj hopes to study medicine at 
Oxford University. 

We wish all our elite applicants lots of 
luck and every success in their entrance 
tests over half term. 

Miss Bird

Currently reading: Nuns and Soldiers 
by Iris Murdoch
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National

Schools Netball 

Competition
It was a productive day of Netball 

for our U16 girls on Saturday. 

The girls travelled to Hartlepool 

to compete in the national 

competition’s county round and 

played five games: winning three 

(vs Barnard Castle, English Martyrs 

and High Tunstall), drawing one 

(Red House) and losing one (Yarm).

The team needed just one more 

win to qualify for the next round, 

so although the end result did not 

fall our way the girls did themselves 

proud with some excellent 

performances.

Well done to Megan for being 

awarded Player of the Tournament 

and a big thank you to Mrs 

McKenna and Miss Fenny for taking 

the team on the day.

Miss Hopkins

U15 Rugby
The U15 boys played Red House School on Thursday 

evening and put in a really positive performance with good 

handling and attaching in space. 

I was really impressed with the ability 

of the THS boys in the contact area and 

securing their own ball in the scrum. 

With the pace of the players out wide, 

the boys looked a constant threat all 

game. 

Unfortunately the game ended in a 

narrow defeat, but it was yet another 

great performance from the boys and 

more experience to take into our future 

fixtures. 

Mr Thomas

Year 5/6 Hockey workshop
Last Friday afternoon our Year 5/6 girls 
travelled to Yarm School to take part in  
a hockey workshop. 

The girls from both schools mixed 
in with each other and took part in 
some activities and drills to develop 

their hockey skills. All of the girls 
worked well together and got to know 
each other better, making for a very 
enjoyable afternoon of hockey.

Mr Williamson

13

Prep Rugby
Prep School pupils have been busy 
with plenty of fixtures this half term.

The U11s have had three fixtures and 
have been very competitive in all.  One 
point that has been very noticeable is 
the sheer hard work and effort that 
each individual has put in this half 
term, and it has shown in the quality 

the boys have produced on the pitch. 

The U9s have played a tag fixture 
as well as their first ever contact 
tournament at Barnard Castle School. 
It has been really great to see the 
enthusiasm that the U9s have for 
rugby and the effort they have shown 
to improve.  They have developed a 

lot throughout the term and they are 
loving their rugby lesson by lesson. 

All year groups can be very pleased 
with what they are producing on the 
pitch.  Lets hope for more success 
after half term. 

Mr Thomas

U15 
COUNTY 
HOCKEY
It was a nail biting finish 
to the U15 County Hockey 
Tournament earlier this 
week.

Following a 2-0 victory against 
Egglescliffe A in the semi final, we then 
played Yarm A in the final. 

It was a super competitive game, both 
teams working hard trying to create 
opportunities and working back quickly 
to defend. 

After going 1-0 down, Maia made a 
fabulous break and, backed up by Mel, 
Isabelle and Olivia, worked it past the 
GK to level the score. 

After a tense final five minutes, the 
game finished 1-1.  The decision was 
then taken to do ‘Penalty Shuffles’; 

three players nominated from each 
team to go one-on-one against the 
goalkeeper.  This was super nerve 
wracking to watch and, I am sure, 
petrifying to be involved in!

After 10 minutes and 9 shuffles, 
the teams could not be split.  It was 
therefore decided each team would take 
3 penalty strokes.  After a gruelling 15 
minutes, the girls were gutted to come 
away as Runners Up.  However, it was 
an amazing afternoon of hockey and the 
THS squad should be really proud of 
their performance. 

Miss Turnbull

U14 Hockey vs 
Eggescliffe

A much improved performance from 
the Under 14 Hockey squad against 
Egglescliffe School earlier this week.

For most of the team this was just their 
second experience of 11-a-side hockey. 

The girls played a far more confident 
game, attacked and defended as a team 
and were rewarded with a 1-0 victory. 
Well done girls on a good start to the 
league.

Miss Turnbull

U12 A&B Hockey vs Red House
Our Year 7 teams were off to a 
competitive start against Red House 
School earlier this week. 

The A team had a great first half but 
struggled to maintain momentum in the 
second half against strong opposition. 

The B team was made up of a number 
of students who only joined THS in 

September, and this was their first ever 
experience of a competitive fixture. 

In the end, the game was super close 
and all the girls appeared to really 
enjoy the experience. 

POM - Evie and Annabelle D (A team) / 
Bethea (B team).

Miss Turnbull
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PHOTO GALLERY

Reception class have spent some time this week creating artistic poppies to help them 
understand what Remembrance is all about.  

Nursery children have been busy finding out about the changes in the seasons this week. They explored our beautiful grounds and had lots of 
fun collecting leaves and other signs of autumn.  The children discussed the shape, size and colours of the leaves they had found and helped 
to create a song about the signs of autumn by changing the words to the rhyme London Bridge Is Falling Down.

Reception class have been working hard 
to collect house points for good behaviour, 
good work and group participation. 

Emily in Year 7 was thrilled to be awarded 
Chandlers Ridge Primary School’s Pupil of 
the Year for her efforts in Year 6.

We are all super proud of Lydia in Year 9, 
who collected her Royal School of Church 
Music Silver Medal at Durham Cathedral on 
Saturday.

Year 7 have been showing their caring side this week. They released a frog rescued from the 
school car park, and some moths hatched from wax worms in the Science Department.

Mrs Staples is very impressed with her new 
influx of Chicken Club members, who are 
not afraid to get stuck in!

Congratulations to Mrs Bryson on the birth 
of beautiful baby William. We are sure 
Florence and Alice are wonderful big sisters 
to your new arrival!

A huge well done to Matty in Year 8 for 
scoring a hole in one at Stokesley Golf Club!

Students in the Senior School have been 
attending ‘All Boxed Up’ with Mrs Conroy on 
a Friday afternoon, making care packages 
and gift hampers for a number of charities.

Lyla in Year 2 was very proud to be chosen 
to be on the Boasting Board for great 
resilience when spelling tricky words. She 
even wrote the reason she had been chosen 
on the board herself!

Year 7 students have been designing 
experiments to investigate factors which 
affect the speed of a car in Physics.

Year 8 students have been using different 
coloured paper clips to model elements, 
compounds and mixtures during their 
Chemistry lessons this week.
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Year 3 and 4 children took part in an 
invaluable First Aid workshop with Dr 
Palmer this week.
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