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TEESSIDE HIGH 
SCHOOL REMEMBERS
Teesside High School welcomed guests from across the community this 
week to remember those who 
made the ultimate sacrifice.
Marking 101 years since the end of World War 
One and 100 years since Armistice Day, the school 
community paid tribute to those who had lost their 
lives or fought in the line of duty.

We were delighted to be joined at the service by Mr 
Mark White OBE, Deputy Lieutenant (Durham) and 
pupils and staff from Junction Farm and Whinstone 
Primary Schools.

The Senior School Choir opened the service with a 
beautiful rendition of Steal Away by Wallace Willis, 
performed hauntingly from the balcony.

The Prep School was represented by a number of 
fantastic Speech and Drama pupils, as Abigail Egbo, 
Sophia Egbo, Gideon Green, Roxi Hall, Louisa Palmer, 
Darcey-Rue Richardson and Evie Shields performed 
The Great Evacuation by Lilian Hansen, aged 12 at the 
time of writing.

Readings from Finn Noott, Rachael Turner, Anastasia 
Bell, Emily Fothergill and Rohan Vagadia preceded 
the laying of the school wreath, led by Year 10 cadets 
Phoebe, Euan and Henry (pictured).

The Ode was read by Head Boy, Amar-Raj Atwal before 
Gabriella Bell and Lydia Wilson performed The Last 
Post to mark the start of a two minutes’ silence.

The service was a poignant and moving reminder of 
our aim to ensure each of our children honour and 
respect those who gave so much all those years ago.

We would like to thank those who joined us on this 
special day.
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WELCOME
I hope you enjoyed a wonderful half term 

break.

This half term started with a 
bang, quite literally,  as we held 
our annual Family Fireworks 
Display on our beautiful 
riverside grounds.  I must say a 
huge thank you to the members 
of our PTA, Friends of THS, who 
were in school from 1.00pm 
on the day organising logistics, 
cooking delicious food, rallying 
the troops and creating a night 
to remember, not to mention for 
all of the planning beforehand!  It 
was the busiest Fireworks event 
we have seen at school and we 
hope this success continues in 
the years to come.

For those of you who have 
experienced the run up to 
Christmas at Teesside High 
School before, you will 
appreciate not a day goes by 
without an exciting event, 
activity or added festive sparkle 
to your children’s day.  However, 
our focus for the coming 
weeks remains on delivering 
an outstanding teaching and 
learning experience, particularly 
important for those at the 
top end of school in the build 
up to their GCSE and A-level 
examinations in the summer, 
and mock examinations in the 

New Year.  Intervention for GCSE 
students started this fortnight, 
giving our students vital extra 
support in order for them to 
meet their individual learning 
goals.  I am grateful to parents 
for your support with this.

With a busy few weeks ahead, I 
wanted to outline a number of 
key events for your diaries:

Reception Learn With Us event - 
Thursday 21 November, 8.30am

Nursery Stay and Play event - 
Friday 22 November, 8.30am

Year 9 Options Evening - Tuesday 
26 November - 5.30pm-7.00pm

Year 7 A Christmas Carol Theatre 
Trip - Wednesday 27 November, 
12.45pm-4.30pm

Senior School Speech Day - 
Thursday 28 November, 1.00pm-
4.00pm

Wreath Making Workshop - 
Thursday 28 November, 5.30pm-
8.30pm

Pre-Prep Nativity - Tuesday 3 
December, 2.00pm-3.30pm

Winter Music Concert - 
Wednesday 4 December, 6.00pm.

I do hope you can also join us 
for our annual Christmas Market 
event, which will this year return 
to its traditional Saturday slot on 
Saturday 7 December, 10.00am-
1.00pm. 

Best wishes,

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U16 RUGBY VS 
EGGLESCLIFFE
The U16 boys played a very competitive Rugby 7s game at 

Billingham Rugby Club this week, under the floodlights of the 

artificial pitch.

Egglescliffe travelled with a strong team 

and posed some early threats to the 

THS defence, but for long periods our 

boys withstood the pressure. 

When space became available, the 

boys used their strength and tested the 

Egglescliffe back line.

Sam and Quentin were dangerous with 

the ball in hand and showed some good 

skills in attack and defence. 

Euan showed great speed to score some 

excellent tries while Isaac and Craig 

showed superb skill, not only creating 

space but also demonstrating just how 

strong they can both be in defence 

thanks to the intelligence they show on 

the pitch.

The match ended in a narrow defeat but 

the evening certainly showed just how 

skillful the boys are becoming.

Mr Thomas

Ben’s Tennis Awards
Ben in Year 4 is excelling in his tennis 
outside of school. 

He has been presented with trophies 
from Yarm Tennis Club for the age 8 
and under Boys’ Singles Winner and 
age 9 and under Boys’ Singles Runner 
Up for 2019. 

He has also been selected for the 
Durham and Cleveland County U9 
squad, training weekly at this level. 

Well done, Ben!

Miss Turnbull

Year 8 Netball
In the Year 8 netball match played 
this week against All Saints 
Academy, the THS girls were very 
successful. 

The final score was 17-2 to Teesside 
High. 

We all played extremely well and 
persevered when we were tired. I 
also thought our attitude during 
the game was very disciplined and 
positive. Our shooters did well to 
get the shots in especially with 
tall defenders in the way, and our 
defensive team did extremely well 
to only concede two goals in the 
entire match. 

Our teamwork was excellent and 
our communication with each other 
proved essential throughout the 
match. 

Everybody played amazingly 
well and I would especially like 
to mention our team members 
who have never played on the A 
team before, they stepped up and 
played with confidence and were a 
valuable asset to the team.

A huge well done to Alexandra who 
was awarded Player of the Match 
which was very well deserved 
indeed.

Layla, Team Captain

U16 Hockey
Our U16 girls played a competitive 
hockey match against Macmillan 
Academy earlier this week. The 
game was end to end, with both 
teams showing good attacking play. 
Our girls walked off as 4-1 victors 
and now look forward to the North 
East Semi Finals on Friday.

Prep Sport
As part of our excellent Prep School 
PE curriculum, pupils in Years 
3 and 4 have been learning how 
to rock climb at Go Climb on a 
Friday afternoon. There are more 
photographs of our children taking 
on some incredible challenges on 
our Facebook page.

U14 Rugby
The U14 boys’ Rugby team took 
on a well matched Argyle House 
last week. At half time, THS found 
themselves 25-10 down but 
showed outstanding resilience 
during the second half to mount a 
strong comeback. Unfortunately 
the match finished 35-30 to the 
visitors.

2    www.teessidehigh.co.uk
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EYFS Police Visit
Nursery and Reception children 

were delighted to have a visit from 

a local Police Community Support 

Officer (PCSO).

The children asked lots of questions 

about her uniform and role.  The 

children were fortunate to look 

around the police car and excited to 

hear the siren and watch the blue 

flashing light. 

Following the visit, the Reception 

children were inspired to write 

messages on notepads and further 

developed their questioning skills 

in our class ‘police station’! 

Mrs Clapton

Exploring 
Shape in 
Nursery
The Nursery children have 

been on a shape hunt around school looking for circles!

They have found lots of circles that 

were lots of different sizes and used 

for lots of different things.  They found 

Miss Hall and the Year 2 children’s 

commemorative poppy wreath and 

shapes that were built into wallpaper in 

the Prep School.

The children then moved on to explore 

their letter of the week, ‘m’.  The 

children thought about the sound 

‘m’ makes and were asked to think 

of things which began with the same 

letter.

As part of this literacy work, the 

children enjoyed making milkshakes.  

As they drank their milkshake, they 

said mmmm!

Mrs Hannah

Year 1 IPC
Year 1 continued their scientific 
investigations into the forces of push 
and pull for their IPC unit Push Me, 
Pull Me. They carefully observed the 
children in Nursery and identified 
whether the children were using push 

or pull in their activities. After carefully 
recording their findings they concluded 
that all activities requiring movement 
used either push or pull. The Year 1 
scientists will continue to investigate 
further!

Year 2 Non-Fiction
Year 2 have been looking at non-
fiction books this week, including 
recipe books.  The children then 
followed a recipe to make playdough.  

All the ingredients were for sale in 
the class ‘shop’ so we selected the 
correct money and went shopping 

to buy what we needed.  For some 
of us this turned out to be a little 
more expensive than for others as we 
discovered that if we added too much 
water we then needed to purchase 
more flour.  

We all had lots of fun and definitely 

learnt a lot about recipes as in our Big 
Write the following day we produced 
some wonderful recipes.  We included 
headings, sub headings and even time 
connectives.  

Miss Hall

ECO-NEWS
Since September, our School Councils have been working 
hard to make changes to make the school more eco-friendly.

We have had many ideas on how to 
reduce our use of plastic in school. 

Some of the changes we have made 
include swapping our plastic sandwich 
boxes for a sandwich bar which allows 
you to have your sandwich made in 
front of you and put on a plate instead 
of in a container. This reduces the 
amount of plastic that we use on a day 
to day basis as well as reducing food 
waste because people get to choose the 
exact sandwich that they would like. 

Mrs Storey and Ms Goodman have also 
introduced recycling schemes to our 
co-curricular programme.

At the moment the Senior School 
Council is looking into further reducing 
plastic at lunchtime by using bowls 
instead of plastic cups for fruit, jelly and 
yoghurt. 

Alongside this, we are currently 

investigating options of how we can 
use our e-learning to support our 
eco-friendly school status. We have 
been researching options such as using 
Ecosia as an internet browser. Ecosia 
is a browser just like Google that can 
access all the same resources, it is 
free to install except the profits made 
go towards planting trees - every 45 
searches that are made will plant one 
tree and so far nearly 72.5 million trees 
have been planted. 

We would also like to remind all 
parents that there is a battery recycling 
bin in the library. Any old and used 
batteries can be brought in and 
recycled in school.

We will keep you updated with our 
news of being a more eco-friendly 
community in future issues of our Eco 
Newsletter.

Freya Williams and Anastasia Bell

Stay and Play
We are looking forward to welcoming 
Nursery parents to our first Stay and 
Play session on Friday 22 November 
from 8.30am.

Did you know? Our Early Years 
children make exceptional 
academic progress and significantly 
outperform their counterparts both 
within our local authority as well 
as nationally. 100% of Reception 
children at THS achieved the 
‘Good Level of Development’ (GLD) 
standard (2019), compared to 73.8% 
locally and 71.8% nationally.
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Slam Poetry
Last week Year 5 wrote their 
own poems based on an issue of 
their choosing and performed 
them in a class ‘slam’.  They had 
to think carefully about their 
language choices and tried 
to include examples of either 
simile, metaphor, personification 
or alliteration.  The children 
performed very well during the 
slam and Martha’s poem (below) 
was chosen by her classmates as 
the winner.

Miss Lockerbie

Why and how?

Why and how?                                         
Clouds of smoke                                                                   
And there’s no longer hope,                                                      
Animals dead,                                                                 
There’s still time,                                               
To save the animals still alive.

Why and how?                                                
The flame is a golden villain,                           
Coming for our trees,                                                        
Excessive fire on and on,                                                                      
What do we do?                                                
I don’t know.

Why and how?                                                   
We need to do something,                                             
To help the rainforest,                                  
From the mess it is in.

Red, Red,                                             
Orange, Orange,                                                      
Yellow, Yellow,                                               
That is all you can see,                                  
Not the beautiful green and blue,      
Oh, this can’t be true.

The fires are trying to clear the land,                                                                      
Started by the workers,                                       
By their own hands,                                      
Oh beautiful Amazon,                                                       
What an amazing place you are,                       
I hope we can do something before it 
goes too far.

Year 3/4 
Mosque 
visit
Last week, as part of our 
learning in Religious 
Education, children in Years 
3 and 4 visited the Nasir 
Mosque in Hartlepool.

In class, we have been finding out about 
Muhammad’s (pbuh) early life, why he 
is important to Muslims and about the 
Qur’an.  Mr Atkinson from the Mosque 
covered all of these areas (and more) 
in his talk to the children.  We heard 
a call to prayer in Arabic, were shown 
how a Muslim person prays using a 
prayer mat and then we had a tour of 
the Mosque.  Finally, the children were 
treated to drinks and biscuits.  We 
were made to feel very welcome.  A big 
thank you to the Mosque for helping 
the children to understand more about 
Islam.

I learnt that the Mosque in Medina can 
hold over 250,000 people. Now that is 
a lot of people! Also, in that Mosque, 
Muhammad’s (pbuh) body lies. It must 
take years to read the whole Qur’an. It 
has over 1000 pages! 

Luke

Your kindness made me feel at home. 
Thank you for teaching us new things 
and for giving us your time. 

Extract from Esther’s thank you letter

My favourite part of the trip was when 
we tried on the scarves and hats. I learnt 
a lot of new words. Thank you for the 
snack and we will keep the Qur’an that 
you gave us safe.

Extract from Eshel’s thank you letter

I enjoyed having a tour of the Mosque 
and learning all about the different 
Mosques around the world. I never knew 
before that when you pray you have to 
clean your ears, face, mouth, hands and 
your hair and that you have to take your 
shoes off. 

I really liked the cookies and juice.

Extract from Harry’s thank you letter 

Mrs Peacock

Earth as an Island
As part of our new IPC unit Earth 
as an Island, Year 6 children are 
undertaking Art activities.  

Initially the pupils were taught how 
to sketch before drawing several 
different islands from a birds-eye 
view.  They focused specifically on 

trying to capture areas of light and 
shade by cross-hatching.

Pupils then adapted one of these 
initial sketches into a format that 
would be suitable for printing, the aim 
being simplistic and abstract whilst 
still capturing light and shade.  These 

simplistic sketches were then copied 
to styrofoam boards before being 
printed in multiple colours using the 
same template, Warhol style!

We hope that you enjoy the images of 
Natalie’s work.

Mr Griffiths

BRIGHT SPARKS
The children in Year 3 and 4 have recently started their new 
IPC topic, Bright Sparks!. 
The children have been thinking about 
Diwali, the festival of light, and the 
traditions surrounding this celebration. 
They have heard the story of Rama and 
Sita and how this is symbolic for Hindus 
and Sikhs who traditionally celebrate 
this religious festival.

Manveer very kindly shared her own 
personal experiences of the events that 
happened in her family during this 
recent celebration.  It is always lovely 
when we have children in the class who 

can share their experiences to bring 
learning to life.

For their entry point, the children 
designed their own rangoli patterns 
and made lanterns. It was a creative, 
sticky start to the half term but it has 
set us up for another great IPC unit 
of work in which the children will be 
considering electricity, it’s uses and 
dangers. 

Mrs Kennedy

Year 5 children brought in samples of 
international food as part of their Entry 
Point for their new IPC topic, Earth as 
an Island.
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Find Your Voice
As part of the Find Your Voice 
enrichment activity, our students 
will be taking part in various 
national competitions over the 
coming months.  Our KS3 students 
are busily memorising two poems 
to recite as their entry to the Poetry 
By Heart competition.  The first 
round of the competition will take 
place in school and we will then 
select students to be entered into 
the regional round.

Our KS4 students are equally 
industrious in their preparations 
for the English Speaking Union’s 
Public Speaking competition.  We 
have chosen an excellent topic for 
debate and the students are now 
working together to write a speech 
that encapsulates the mature and 
thought-provoking ideas they 
have.  Our team will compete 
against other schools in the area in 
February and I am in no doubt that 
they will be formidable opponents.

Mrs Reid

All Boxed 
Up!
Senior School students have 
been incredibly generous 
in their All Boxed Up! 
Club during the last half 
term.  They have worked 
independently to create beautiful boxes of gifts for the 
poorly children staying in James Cook University Hospital 
and last week delivered them as part of a heartwarming 
visit.
Over the period of this half term, we 
have been working on making charity 
boxes for girls our age in hospital. 
Firstly, we carefully wrapped the boxes 
in colourful wrapping paper. In our 
first week we all travelled to different 
supermarkets and bought many gifts 
to include in our boxes: fuzzy socks, 
drawing pencils, Christmas teddies, 
comics, scrunchies and nail files. The 
next week we organised the boxes and 
wrote some cards to put inside. It was 
such a privilege to go to the hospital and 
see the children receive the presents as 
they were so happy with their gifts. We 
gave our presents to three girls aged 12, 
11 and 10. We believe that these small 
gifts will make their hospital trip more 
enjoyable and we hope that they will get 
well soon!

Holly, Emmeline, Emily, Elisa and Alexa, 
Year 8 

Oliver and I worked together to make 

boxes with gifts in them for children in 
hospital. Oliver’s box was for an 11 year 
old boy and mine was for a girl aged 12-
16 years old. When we arrived at James 
Cook, we were met by the children’s 
nurses and directed to the children’s 
ward to deliver the parcels. We were 
split into groups, first Oliver gave his 
box to an 11 year old boy called George 
and I gave mine to a 16 year old girl. It 
made us feel happy to give our gifts to 
the children and they thanked us for our 
kindness.

Louie and Oliver, Year 7 

In enrichment time on a Friday we have 
joined a club called All Boxed Up!. This 
week we went on a trip to James Cook 
to deliver our boxes to poorly children 
that stay in the wards. We delivered our 
box to an eleven year old girl who was 
in the high dependency care unit. It was 
scary to see children the same age us be 
in pain and so ill. When we gave it to her, 
her parents thanked us. It felt really nice 
to give it to her. 

Beatrice and Isobel, Year 7

This half term we are working towards 
filling Christmas boxes with food for the 
Hebron Food Bank which helps families 
who are not as fortunate as us.  If you 
feel that you could donate food items or 
boxes to the All Boxed Up! Club, please 
do. 

Mrs Conroy

SENIOR CHOIR TOUR
On Friday 1 November, 21 members of our hardworking 
Senior Choir had a grand day out with myself and Mrs 
Connor.  
We started with a rehearsal in the 
Prep Hall, carefully fine-tuning our 
performance pieces for our lunchtime 
recital in Ripon Cathedral.  Then, 
uniforms checked, poppies on and 
lunches consumed, we headed off 
on stage one of our journey.  It was a 
cold, wet autumn day but this didn’t 
dampen our spirits as we arrived at the 
Cathedral, part of which has stood on 
this site since 660.  We were welcomed 
by a verger of the church and taken to 
the choir stalls, admiring the amazing 
stone work and stained glass windows 
as we walked through the vast space.

The cathedral is open throughout the 
day so there were members of the 
public admiring the artefacts, taking 
part in activities and many of them 
sat and joined our audience.  We were 
supported by several parents and 
family members of our students too, 
which was lovely to see.

We began our recital with Ubi Caritas.  
The choir’s faces lit up as they heard 
their voices resonating throughout 
the cathedral - what a splendid 
sound!  We performed Can You Hear, 
an old favourite now, plus two new 
pieces to the choir Steal Away and 
O Magnum Mysterium, which were 
both unaccompanied and allowed the 
choir’s voices to soar to the rafters in 
some style!  We gave a musical nod to 
our friends from the Pearl of Africa 
Children’s Choir and performed the 

piece they taught us during their 
inspiring visit in September, which 
featured solo lines from Rosie, Lydia 
and Megan, who also performed 
stunning solo items which were 
interspersed with the choral pieces.  

After remaining in respectful silence 
during the recital, our audience broke 
into rapturous applause to congratulate 
the students on a job very well done.

We thanked the Cathedral staff for 
welcoming us so warmly and set off on 
our next exciting port of call - shopping!  
We enjoyed some free time and ate a 
delicious meal together at McArthur 
Glen.

To round off our amazing day, we 
headed into York to the Grand Opera 
House to watch Blood Brothers.  Staff 
there were so organised; we even 
had our own private waiting room!  
Programmes and sweets purchased, we 
waited with excitement.  The curtains 
went up at 7.30pm and we were treated 
to a fantastic performance by all the 
cast and orchestra.  A well-deserved 
standing ovation and not a dry eye in 
the house - amazing!

A fantastic day was had by all.  Truly 
exemplary behaviour and conduct from 
the choir and a stunning performance; 
it was an absolute pleasure to spend the 
day with them. 

Mrs Shevels

Jesus Christ 
Superstar

GCSE RE and GCSE and A-level Drama 
students enjoyed a performance of 
Andrew Lloyd Webber’s controversial 
musical Jesus Christ Superstar at 
Middlesbrough’s Little Theatre on 
Wednesday evening.  

The show was a modern interpretation 
of the life and death of Jesus and was 
performed by Middlesbrough Youth 
Theatre.

Middlesbrough Youth Theatre 
welcomes applications from anyone 
interested in pursuing a career in 
performing arts.  A number of students 
from Teesside High School have been 
part of the company in recent years. 

Mrs Casey

An Inspector Calls
Year 11 students were enthralled 
by Stephen Daldry’s multi award-
winning production of JB Priestley’s 
classic thriller at the end of last half 
term.  As one of their set texts for 
English Literature, this has become 
an annual trip for the English 
Department and a great way to 
kick-start revision.  Our students 
found themselves with front row 
seats that enabled them to almost 
be part of the Birling’s dinner 
party!  The staging was somewhat 
spectacular, it rained, a large house 
was centre stage that then, about 
five minutes into the production, 
split open to reveal the dinner party 
inside.  Nerves were shattered at 
the end when the house exploded 
at the climax of the play.  As ever, 
our students were excellent 
ambassadors for our school and it 
was a pleasure to accompany them.

Mrs Reid

Staff vs Sixth Form tug of war! Take a 
look at more of our Children in Need 
activities on our Facebook page.
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Duke of 
Edinburgh

Last weekend our Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh groups undertook their 
second training hike in Hamsterly 
Forest. 

With significantly better weather 
than their first hike, the students 
were all in good spirits and excited 
to get started. 

Their day began with their first 
independent walk, and all groups 
worked exceptionally well as a 
team to navigate their way to the 
first RV point. 

Once there, they tested their camp 
craft skills by putting up their tents 
and then each cooking for the first 
time on trangias. 

Refuelled from lunch, the groups 
then worked their way around 
another independent walk, meeting 
staff at three different points along 
the way with very few navigational 
errors. 

Miss Hopkins

Charity 
Club 
enrichment
Our students are thrilled 
to share with you their 
progress during Charity 
Club enrichment.
Cake Sale 

As an enrichment activity we 
were tasked with making a charity 
fundraising event. In our discussion, we 
decided that we would pick the Pearl 
of Africa charity because they recently 
visited us and we thought we would 
help them further. We also decided that 
we would do a cake sale because we 
had experience in making cakes.

We thought that first we needed to 
spread the word, so after we had got a 
specific time to place the event all of us 
made posters. During break, we set up 
the posters and arranged the cakes. 

The cake sale went better than we 
expected. It was really popular and we 

raised more than we thought, almost 
£150! We all think it went amazing and 
are all really proud. 

Armand, Joshua and Esme

Dogs Trust

Katie Chappell from Dogs Trust came 
to talk about caring for dogs, and their 
general wellbeing. She taught us a lot 
of things about caring about dogs, dog 
tracers and pet insurance. She taught us 
about pedigree dogs and how they are 
illegally shipped and often not kept in 
the best condition. The charity injects 
the dogs with Vaxine to make them 
better. We learned how to help stop this 
illegal dog smuggling.

We also covered situations to think 
about before getting a dog, specifically 
with what breed you get and if you 
have enough money and the right time 
to give it attention. This talk was very 
informative and really opened our eyes 
to everything to do with our canine 
companions, with a bonus of seeing 
some cute dogs along the way!

Thank you to Inaaya, Rachel, Lucy and 
Layla for their help with this project.

Henry, Yaseen and Rajpal

Silver and Gold DofE
Our Silver and Gold groups took to the 
Yorkshire Dales before half term for 
their first training hike. This hike was 
split into two halves in order to refresh 
the students’ navigational skills, and the 
groups did exceptionally well to find all 
of the RV points. The hike finished with 

a sprint back to the mini bus, with the 
Silver group coming out on top. For the 
second half of the day the groups joined 
forces for a quick 5km circular route, 
making good progress in great time and 
completing the challenge just before 
the heavens opened! 

Artist of the Month
We are delighted to announce that our 
Artist of the Month for November is 
Dylan Shehade in Year 8.

Dylan is an enthusiastic member of 
the class with a natural flair for Art. 

He is producing some fabulous work 
for the portraits project as can be 
seen from his self portrait and Guy 
Denning style experiment. 

Dylan is a long standing member 
of Art Club, where he has produced 
stained glass, Christmas cards and 
painted stones amongst other things. 
He was also part of the team to 
produce the fabulous art mural near 

Science last year. 

Dylan does have a habit of covering 
himself with art materials and I often 

hope that his parents have a very good 
washing machine!

Mrs Machan

DRAMA DISTINCTION
Two of our Year 11 students have recently been awarded 
the very prestigious Trinity College certificates for Musical 
Theatre in Production. 
Just before the summer, Harry and 
Megan were selected to be part of 
the British Youth Musical Theatre’s 
summer schools.  

Their participation has resulted in them 
each achieving Distinction at Grade 8 
which is the highest possible level of 
achievement and will earn them, in 
addition, 30 UCAS points.

Megan spent two weeks in Plymouth 
as part of The Accidental Time Traveller 
company.  Between 29 July and 11 
August, she worked with Director Clare 
Prenton on developing classical acting 
and acting through song skills.  The 
company lived in a boarding school 
during the development phase and 
performed at the Barbican Theatre in 
Plymouth.  Megan played two roles 
in the production; Miss Cromwell 
who was a school teacher and Anne, a 
Regency lady who discovered she could 
time travel.  

Megan said: ‘It was the most incredible 
experience.  The people and the project 
were amazing and being part of such 
a talented cast was life changing.  It 
was also great to be following in the 

footsteps of famous alumni such as Ed 
Sheeran.’

This is the second year in a row that 
Harry has been successful in securing a 
place at the summer school.  Applicants 
have to go through a rigorous and 
challenging selection procedure 
and Harry has managed to do this 
twice.  His first year was part of The 
Cautionary Tales company in Plymouth 
last summer, where, like Megan, he 
performed at the Barbican Theatre.

In summer 2019, Harry achieved a 
coveted place in the London summer 
school where he was in the Fight Like 
A Girl company.  This was a three week 
project and the company was based at 
Mountview Academy of Theatre Arts in 
London, whose President is Dame Judi 
Dench.

Fight Like A Girl is a new musical set 
against the backdrop of the remarkable 
rise of women’s boxing since Nicola 
Adams won Olympic gold in 2012.  
Drawing upon real-life accounts from 
young female boxers, the show fuses 
musical theatre with the dynamic 
physicality of boxing.  Harry had to 

learn boxing from scratch.  He trained 
with London Community Boxing 
for three weeks in their gym; their 
instructor knew Nicola Adams and 
certainly put the young cast through 
their paces.

Harry said: ‘Having done two BYMT 
shows, I have now gained a great deal 
of experience with the company.  The 
two shows were completely different 
genres.  Personally, I preferred Fight 
Like A Girl because of the intense 
but enjoyable boxing training with a 
professional.  I can confidently say, after 
the boxing experience, I was ready to 
face anyone who dared challenge me!  
The whole thing was amazing.’

I can only congratulate two very 
talented performers and wish them 
every success with their future in the 
theatre.  I am so proud of them.

Mrs Saxton
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Matty in Year 8 was the overall winner in 
the October medal competition at Stokesley 
Golf Club.

Congratulations to Ross in Year 10 who has 
finished second in the Northern Downhill 
Enduro Race (14-18 years) at Kielder Forest 
this half term.

Anna in Year 9 continues to impress in her 
sailing outside of school, competing and 
training at a national level. Pictured above 
at the Scottish Championships.

Children in Years 2-5 heard a very animated 
and excited talk from renowned children’s 
author Andy Stanton last week.

Well done to our Pre-Prep welly throwing competition winners.

Pre-Prep children preparing for their Pudsey pyjama party earlier today!

You can see more from Year 3 and 4 
adventures at Go Climb on our Facebook 
page.

Introducing our new Prep Junior Road 
Safety Officers, Martha, Bethea, Poppy and 
Coco!

Have you booked your place on Christmas 
Holiday Camp? It is almost fully booked, so 
please be quick!

Students enjoyed a ‘Tooth About Dentistry’ 
workshop with Newcastle University last 
week.

Aspiring Level 3 Food Science students were tasked with a practical challenge focused on food presentation during last week’s Sixth Form 
Taster Day. They were given an egg, bread, tomato sauce, cucumber and cherry tomatoes and asked to design and produce a well presented 
creative dish. 

Teesside High School has been accepted 
to launch an exciting virtual exchange 
project with a partner school in Italy. The 
eTwinning project will enable our German 
students in Year 9 to work with their Italian 
counterparts on a special climate change 
project.

Year 11 students tested their inference skills 
in History during their Sixth Form Taster 
Day.

Nursery children have been adding finishing 
touches to their home corner, making a 
living room, kitchen area and a cosy fire!
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