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THiS Week
INSPIRED BY VISITING 
ARTIST
Royden Astrop visited Teesside High School and provided an excellent 
creative inspiration to our budding 
artists.
Royden is a self-taught artist who has been 
painting professionally since 2001.  A former war 
correspondent, Royden reported from some of the 
world’s most dangerous places including Somalia, 
Rwanda, Zaire, Bosnia and Kosovo. 

Despite these experiences, Royden’s work is very much 
inspired by the beauty of nature, and particularly 
vast skies and light.  He has developed a variety of 
innovative art techniques including painting with fire 
and creating sculptures from paper blocks.

Students in Year 9 and 10 enjoyed a two hour 
workshop exploring drawing techniques using oil bars 
and a white spirit substitute.  They were encouraged to 
loosen up and make mistakes!

Swapping work in progress and developing one 
another’s pieces made made them think hard about 
what they were looking at.  Students finished the 
workshop with lots of ideas and techniques to take 
into their own work. 

Later that day, the year groups came together to listen 
to Royden’s experiences as a war correspondent and 
how these have shaped his life and art.  A 20 minute 
video showed them how you can paint with fire.  
Students then had the opportunity to look at and 
discuss some of Royden’s artwork and ask questions 
about the individual pieces.  

Overall this was a truly inspirational visit which 
encouraged students to consider where a career in Art 
can take them.  Many thanks to Royden for his time. Mrs Machan
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WELCOME
I am thrilled to be writing this in the week 

we were once again 
named as one of 
the best performing 
independent schools 
in the North East.

Each year the Sunday Times 
identifies 2,000 of the highest 
achieving schools in the UK, 
as judged by their recent 
examination results. The results 
are compiled as part of the title’s 
Parent Power supplement, one of 
the most authoritative surveys of 
the country’s best schools.

In the league tables published 
last week, Teesside High School 
was judged to be the 10th 
highest performing private 
school in the North East region, 
one of just two non-selective 
schools featured in the league 
table.

We are proud to have a long-
standing history of academic 
excellence. These league tables 
reflect examination performance 
only, and it is significant as a 
non-academically selective 
school that we continue to 
compete so well in this area. 
Our staff work incredibly 
hard to ensure they deliver 
an outstanding teaching and 
learning experience which is 
personal and tailored to each 
child, regardless of their starting 
point.

Whilst we strive to achieve the 

best possible results, we aim 
to do so through a caring and 
nurturing approach. Excellent 
pastoral support, outstanding co-
curricular activities and a unique 
environment which truly values 
every child’s contribution are 
equally essential to our school’s 
ethos.

As the end of term approaches, 
I hope you are keeping up-
to-date with the many events 
and activities taking place in 
the run up to Christmas.  As a 
polite reminder, we are once 
again supporting TFM’s Mission 
Christmas appeal and, as an 
official drop-off point, you can 
donate unwrapped presents 
for boys and girls up to the age 
of 18 at Reception.  Similarly, 
there are Foodbank donation 
tables situated at Reception 
and in the Senior Foyer, too.  In 
assemblies, pupils have heard 
how 13 million people live 
below the poverty line in the UK.    
The Trussell Trust foodbanks 
provide a minimum of three days 
emergency food and support 
to people experiencing a crisis 
in the UK.  A simple box of food 
makes a big difference.  We are 
most grateful for your support 
with this initiative.

Best wishes,

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U16 HOCKEY
The Under 16 Hockey squad had a fantastic day at the North 
East Hockey Finals on Friday 15 November.
Our first match against Barnard Castle 
was a hugely competitive game. Both 
teams came within millimetres of 
scoring on a number of occasions. Maia 
hit the post twice for THS and Phoebe 
made some outstanding saves in goal to 
deny the opposition, final score 0-0. 

We then played Cundall Manor and our 
defence was tested enormously - final 
score 2-0 to Cundall. 

After a two game break and a spot of 
lunch, we regrouped to play Ilkley.

The girls played some great hockey; 
Alice defended really well, making 
some big hits to clear the ball when we 
were under pressure before moving up 
to receive the penalty corner, striking 
well to give us our first win of the day.

Finally we played Kings Priory, which 
proved to be yet another close game. 
Maia scored in the final minutes to 
secure a 1-1 draw. 

It was a tense wait for the final 

games.  As our pool games had been 
so close, Cundall finished top of the 
pool and it was then between THS 
and Kings Priory to take the final spot. 
Unfortunately due to goal difference, 
this fell into Kings Priory’s favour.  

The day was a real experience for our 
girls, they were great ambassadors for 
the school and should be very proud of 
themselves. 

Miss Turnbull

U13 Hockey 
Tournament

Following a really nervous start, THS 
settled to the task and showed real 
improvements in their second and 
third games at the recent U13 Hockey 
Tournament. 

They started to play as a team and, as 
their confidence grew, started to link 
passes together and form some good 
attacking and defending play. 

The tournament was a great experience 
for the girls and pleasing progress was 
seen throughout the afternoon. THS 
finished in fourth place overall.

Netball Selection
We are proud to inform you of 
further Netball success within the 
PE Department.

THS Games Captain Cathy has been 
selected for Leeds Rhinos U19 
Competition Squad for the 2020 
Netball Performance League.

Furthermore, Alexandra in 
Year 8 has been selected for the 
Manchester Thunder Academy.

Alexandra trailed with over 300 
girls for just 20-30 places in the 
Academy so, as you can imagine, 
the competition was extremely 
strong. 

Alexandra is just the second 
Grangetown Netball Club player 
to be selected for Manchester 
Thunder, and we join the club’s 
coaches and staff in being very 
proud indeed.

Miss Turnbull

U12 Hockey
On Monday evening, the U12 boys 
played their first indoor hockey 
matches against Red House School. 
The boys beat the Red House B 
team (2-1) but lost against the Red 
House A team (6-0). Well done to 
Zhein, who was named Player of the 
Match for both games.

European Call-Up
Calum in Year 11 played three 
games in the Republic of Ireland’s 
U17 European Championship 
qualifying round earlier this month.

His team are through to the elite 
stage of the competition following 
three victories.

U12 Netball
Well done to our Year 8 girls for a 
comprehensive 23-9 victory against 
Grangefield Academy last week. 

Layla (C) was awarded Player of the 
Match.

Mrs Harrington
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To The Rescue!
EYFS children enjoyed a special 
visit from Mr Cundell this week, 
when he came along to school to 
tell us all about his voluntary role 
as a community first responder.  

Mr Cundell was very interesting 
and told us lots of important 
information about how he could 
help to save someone’s life.  

The children also learnt about 
life saving equipment, such as a 
defibrillator.

The children learnt that we have 
our very own defibrillator at school, 
and took to the grounds to have a 
walk to locate it!  

Thank you to Mr Cundell for his 
valuable time spent talking to our 
inquisitive pupils.

Mrs Clapton

Decorating the 
Christmas tree
The Nursery children had a very exciting job to do this 
week...they helped to decorate the school Christmas tree! 
Take a look at our Facebook page to see the finished result.

Mrs Hannah

Reception Learn With Us and Nursery
Stay and Play

Many thanks to the Reception class 
parents who came along for a lovely 
morning in the classroom as part of our 
Learn With Us event last Thursday.

It was really useful to share with you 
how the children are continuing their 
study of phonics and we hope you 
found the session useful, too.

Thanks also to those who attended last 

week’s Nursery Stay and Play.  This 
was a fantastically festive morning 
as the children enjoyed exploring 
winter wonderland activities, building 
igloos, making snowmen and counting 
snowflakes on to mittens.  We hope you 
enjoyed your time spent with your little 
one as the term draws to a close.

Mrs Hannah and Mrs Clapton

My Dad is Amazing by Ian Souter
The children in Year 2 have been 
writing poems based on ‘My Dad is 
Amazing’ by Ian Souter.  

The children were tasked with writing 
a poem about someone special; some 
chose their parents, others chose their 
siblings or cousins. They wrote some 
lovely things about their families, all of 
which are displayed in our classroom.

After all writing a poem about 
someone special, the children all 
worked together to write one about 
being in Year 2.

Year 2 is AMAZING, for we can:

Always work hard;

Help each other;

Read lots of books

And we have lots of fun.

Year 2 is AMAZING, for we also;

Have the best teacher ever;

Solve tricky problems;

Play with each other

And we are also very kind.

BUT

The most AMAZING thing of all is;

We are happy!

Miss Hall looks after us

And our classroom is beautiful.

We think your writing is beautiful, too, 
Year 2!

LETTERS 
TO SANTA
Year 1 children have been 

writing letters to Father 

Christmas as part of their 

literacy work this week.

The children demonstrated selflessness 

and kindness when they decided to 

write and ask for presents not for 

themselves, but for children who are 

less fortunate.

Some children asked for Santa to stop 

pollution of the oceans from use of 

plastic and for there to be no more wars 

in the world.

Here you can see Sienna’s very 

thoughtful letter.

Mrs McCullagh
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Art inspired by 

Earth as an Island

Year 6 have been printing recently 

as part of their IPC unit, Earth as an 

Island. 

With our prints complete, the 

pupils were then tasked with 

making a frame for their artwork. 

Making a frame from wood for their 

work was not as easy as many of 

the pupils thought it would be. 

However, they worked hard and 

with a good deal of perseverance, 

they were all successful in the end 

(albeit with some of the 45 degree 

cuts more accurate than others!) 

The frames were also decorated 

and hanging thread attached so that 

everyone’s wonderful artwork is 

ready for display.

Mr Griffiths

Year 3 and 
4 IPC
The children in Year 3 and 

4 are continuing their work 

about electricity in their IPC 

unit, Bright Sparks.

This week, they have completed circuit 

challenges in order to add buzzers and 

switches to their circuits and then have 

drawn circuit diagrams to represent 

these.  

The children had to show a good 

amount of resilience and determination 

when completing these challenges to 

overcome any problems they faced.  

They used a process of elimination 

to work out what was preventing the 

circuit from working and then fixed it 

accordingly.  The children had great fun, 

especially with the buzzers! 

The children have now moved on to 

consider the dangers of electricity and 

are working in small groups to create a 

short presentation to raise awareness 

of these dangers.  

They are also aiming to offer some 

advice for children on how they can 

stay safe around electricity, at home, at 

school and in the wider community.

Great work!

Mrs Kennedy and Mrs Peacock

Bring a Bottle!
Ahead of our Christmas Market on 

Saturday 7 December, we are kindly 

requesting donations of bottles in order 

to run a Bottle Bar in aid of the Friends 

of THS Main Hall refurbishment project.  

Customers will be able to buy a raffle 
ticket and match it to a bottle on the 
stall.  The bottles can range from wine 
and gin to bubble bath and tomato 
sauce!  Thank you in advance for your 
support.

Year 5 Class Assembly
Year 5 worked incredibly hard last 
week to learn a script and put on a 
performance of two Just So Stories by 
Roald Dahl.  

In lessons, they had been learning 
about classic fiction genre, looking 

at the features such as old fashioned 
language and addressing the reader, 
before producing their own stories in 
the same style.  

On Friday morning, the children 
performed How the Camel Got His 

Hump and How the Leopard Got his 
Spots and shared their own writing 
with parents and children in the Prep 
School.  

Miss Lockerbie

DRAGON 
POEMS
Year 4 have been using their 
creative talents to compose a 
poem on the theme of dragons.
The children’s ideas were encouraged 
by spending time in our very own 
dragon’s den in the classroom, by 
decorating dragons’ eggs and, of course, 
by watching clips of famous, fearsome 
dragons.  The children worked hard 
to use a range of literary devices to 
support the meaning of their poems. 
See how many you can spot!

Mrs Peacock

Spikey the dragon has

Wonderful webbed wings

Spikey the dragon has

Sharp stinging spikes

Spiky the dragon

Has needle sharp claws dripping with 
blood.

Harry

The dragon

Is as fast as a jet plane

Ripping away

Lives with one bite

His fangs spit with venom at naughty 
children.

Seb

His sharp ugly teeth

Point like spines

He has jagged jarring jaws

His tail is a river of blood.

Pierre 

His tail is a black, deadly demon

His teeth are as sharp as seven pocket 
knives.

His wings are so pointed they could slice 
through trees

He flies like a silver shooting star.

Ben

Her eyes are balls of fire and her pupils 
are red rubies

She has sharp scales on her tail that trail 
across the ground

Her hot breath of toxic gas makes 
humans pass out.

Her purple wings with wonderful colours 
swoop off the ground.

Eshel
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A Christmas Carol

Year 7 and Year 11 students 

enjoyed a visit to Middlesbrough 

Theatre on Thursday to see a 

dramatic version of Dickens’ A 

Christmas Carol. 

It was a lovely production filled 

with Christmas songs, fake snow 

and four ghosts with varying 

degrees of scariness. 

Our now annual trip to see the 

production was an excellent start 

to the run-up to Christmas as well 

as providing some essential GCSE 

support for some of our Year 11 

students. 

As always, the behaviour and 

manners of our students was 

exemplary.

Mrs Hancock

LabLive!
Wednesday 20 November 
saw a group of 31 Year 8 
and Year 9 students travel to 
Borough Hall, Hartlepool, to 
join other selected schools 
from the region in attending 
this year’s LabLive event.

Organised by Cheltenham Science 
Festival in association with EDF Energy, 
it was a chance for our students to 
attend two interactive lectures covering 
some of the latest scientific themes and 
highlight the benefits of studying STEM 
subjects and the opportunities those 
subjects have to offer.

Antonia Forster presented ‘Secret 
Stars of the Space Race’ and showed 
the huge technical challenges needed 
by scientists and engineers to get 
Neil Armstrong on the Moon back in 
1969.  Many of these hidden figures of 
the space race were women, and she 
highlighted their huge contribution to 
modern technology. 

Writer, science communicator and 
comedian, Simon Watt, then presented 
‘Cracking the Code: The Genetics of 
Superheroes’.  He discussed DNA, 
mutations and gene therapy and 
used five THS students up on stage 

to demonstrate how small changes 
can have a huge effect on our body’s 
genetic code and how mutations can be 
beneficial to us, as well as detrimental. 
Tassy, Charlotte, Finn, David and Dylan 
performed admirably in front of the 
large student audience and had fun at 
the same time. 

All of the students behaved very well 
on the day and represented the school 
impeccably.  Thanks also go to Mrs 
Jackson and Mrs Stannett for doing a 
great job supervising the students on 
the day, as well as all the staff behind 
the scenes who ensured the trip went 
smoothly and safely. 

Hopefully it won’t be the last time 
our students get the opportunity 
to see Science in action and realise 
the possibilities a career in Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics offers.

Mr Edwards

Independent learning in History
Students in Year 8 were given the 
option choice of four tasks in History 
this week. 

The tasks ranged from simple 
comprehension and comparison, to a 
detailed analysis of a difficult painting.  

Despite having a completely free choice, 
almost all students across the three 
classes chose to do the most difficult 

task to try to have a chance of exceeding 
their target. 

Mrs Casey was delighted that anyone 
who did not finish the task asked to 
take it home and complete it, even 
though she had not intended for it to be 
homework.  Well done Year 8 for being 
such wonderful independent learners 
and aiming high!

Teesside High School receives 
Barclays Lifeskills Award

Teesside High School has always 
prided itself on its commitment to 
helping our students prepare for the 
wider world.  

We hone vital transferable skills in 
our PSHE programme, team challenge 
assemblies, form time and pastoral 
days. 

With the world increasingly requiring 
employees who have skills as well 
as qualifications, we have found 
the Barclays LifeSkills resources 
invaluable for students in such 
a wide range of scenarios, from 
understanding personal finance to 
accessing university as a student with 

a special education need.

Now our commitment to transferable 
skills, along with the need to be 
workplace ready, has been recognised. 

A Barclays LifeSkills co-ordinator 
has assessed our offering and 
awarded us the prestigious LifeSkills 
Award, saying: “I am delighted to 
present Teesside High School with 
the Barclays LifeSkills Award.  It is 
fantastic to see how your organisation 
has been using LifeSkills to prepare 
young people with the employability 
skills they need for the world of work.” 

Two of our senior students also 

trained and qualified as LifeSkills 
ambassadors.  

It has been a very rewarding journey 
to obtaining this award and one which 
we hope will benefit students for 
years to come.

Miss Bird

THE PUNCTUATION 
SHOW
Annabel in Year 7 reviews this week’s Punctuation Show!

On Monday 25 November we gathered 

to watch The Punctuation Show.  It 

was a great experience which made a 

normally boring subject fun!

The man who presented the show 

entertained us with funny videos and 

cool songs.  As well as laughing, we also 

learnt a lot about punctuation and its 

rules. 

To test us on the subject the host 

provided pop quizzes and interacted 

with us; at certain points he actually 

sat with the audience and tried to use 

punctuation to create romances!  

We all really enjoyed the show, but my 

personal highlight was the inverted 

commas song which I now find myself 

humming during lessons! 

Thank you to Miss Duffy for organising 

this event. Who knew punctuation 

could be so weird and wacky?

Annabel Reid, Year 7

Senior Team Maths 
Challenge

Sam, Laura, Hanah and Catherine in 
Year 12 took part in yesterday’s STMC 
held at Teesside University and secured 
a very credible third place.

The Advanced Maths Support Group 
run the annual event with support from 
the UK Maths Challenge Team from 
Leeds. Each group has to complete 
three gruelling rounds against other 
Sixth Forms in the North East Regional 
Final.

Huge congratulations to our team.

Mrs Mardon
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Year 2 children have started their new unit of work on multiplication.  This week, they have 
been making equal groups and recording these as both repeated addition and multiplication 
calculations...

We love finding ways for our students to engage with reading and all things literacy, and what better way than to meet the wonderful Robin 
Stevens at Waterstones, Yarm, at the weekend!  Our students loved chatting to one of their favourite authors and having their books signed. 
Thank you to Mrs Reid for promoting this opportunity.

Miss Fenny and Miss Hall have been busy 
little elves this week, look at their new door 
decoration!  Year 4 is officially a gingerbread 
house for the festive season.

...their hard work was worth it when they 
were rewarded with a trip to help decorate 
the Christmas tree!

Year 10 Biology students experienced first hand the structure of the heart this week, through a dissection workshop with Mrs Kirk.  With 
thanks to Kitsons the Butchers at Five Houses Farm Shop for supplying us with the hearts.

Yash in Year 11 has been named North 
Yorkshire and South Durham (NYSD)’s 
Junior Player of the Year at their recent 
awards evening.

Not to be outdone by our younger pupils, Sixth Form students enjoyed their own decorating 
party last week.

Holly in Year 6 is continuing her charitable 
fundraising, this time raising £110.69 for 
Children in Need by making and selling 
scented bracelets.  Your generosity and 
kindness inspires us all, Holly.

Reception class have been continuing their class 
vote, with Phyllis asking a very pertinent question 
considering how bad the weather has been this 
week - ‘do you like sun?’

This week in Pre-Prep Rock Club, the 
children have been making Christmas-
themed rocks to hide in our wintery 
grounds.

Nursery children have been getting creative 
making their own snowmen, although they 
said they would prefer some real snow!

Year 5 pupils have been using DT equipment 
to make frames for their Art prints this 
morning.
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