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THiS Week
AUTUMN FUNDRAISING 
BEATS 2018-19 TOTAL
Students at Teesside High School have smashed their fundraising target 
for the 2019-20 academic year, raising more money in the autumn term 
alone than in the previous academic year.
Groups from across school have launched a number of 
initiatives to support both local and national causes, 
raising £4417.45 in the first four months of the 
academic year, compared to a total of £4285 raised in 
2018-19.

Students supported national causes such as Children 
in Need and Save the Children through Christmas 
Jumper Day in addition to:

• Supporting their local church to pay for a 
group of young volunteers to build houses for 
underprivileged families in Mexico.

• Raising over £2000 for the Pearl of Africa 
Children’s Choir, who visited the school in 
September to share their vision to provide safe 
communities and education for children in Africa.

• Running bake sales for Macmillan Cancer Support.

• Delivering handmade parcels of Christmas gifts 
to the children’s wards at James Cook University 
Hospital through Mrs Conroy’s All Boxed Up! co-
curricular club.

• Donating over 600 gifts and 400 items to Mission 
Christmas and the local Trussell Trust foodbank 
based at the Hebron Church in Stockton.

Our community work does not stop there. This year, an 
enhanced enrichment programme has allowed pupils 
to assist their local area with activities such as litter 
picking, or the popular Seniors to Seniors club which 
allows Senior School students to visit residents at the 
local Timothy Hackworth Court for a cup of tea and a 

chat about their day.

This fantastic achievement is a culmination of hard 
work and an incredible amount of effort from all 
corners of the Teesside High School family, from 
staff and parents to our outstanding students who 
appreciate the role they can play and the difference 
they can make in their local community. 

It’s important to recognise that whilst monetary funds 
can make a huge difference to charitable organisations 
- giving our time to people and community groups 
locally has equally as big an effect. Giving up just one 
hour a week to visit local people in residential homes 
and care homes in our area can really change the 
outlook of someone’s week.  Well done, everyone.

Miss Stephens
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WELCOME
Welcome back to Teesside High School, I 
hope you have enjoyed a lovely start to the 
spring term.

I want to start by thanking 
our students at the very top of 
the school for their dedication 
and tenacity in the face of up 
to two weeks’ worth of mock 
examinations.  I hope your hard 
work revising really does pay 
off, and you are rewarded with 
the mock grades your potential 
deserves.

The term has started with 
aplomb and it was great to 
meet with our PTA body earlier 
this week to firm up plans for 
upcoming events.  Arrangements 
for the THS Spring Ball are now 
in full swing - we hope you can 
join us on Saturday  28 March at 
the wonderful venue of Acklam 
Hall.  Tables of ten can now 
be reserved for £500 (there is 
already very limited availability!) 
with a welcome drink and 
delicious four course meal, band, 
disco and dancing.  If you wish 
to join us please do email via 
headspa@teessidehigh.co.uk. 

My meeting with Mr Finn earlier 
this week was unexpectedly 
interrupted - usually a bad omen 
- but this time a very pleasant 

exception!  Piano in Year 9 has 
made it through to the regional 
final of the national cooking 
competition, Future Chef, and 
and as part of her preparation 
she was trialling her main 
course in the Food and Nutrition 
classroom.  Both myself and 
Mr Finn were deemed suitable 
guinea pigs and asked to test 
the finished product.  Piano had 
made pang po pork and although 
very spicy, it tasted amazing.  
Needless to say Mr Finn and 
I both finished our bowls and 
could have taste-tested more!  
I am sure you will join me in 
wishing Piano the very best of 
luck in the next round of the 
competition later this term.

Rehearsals for School of Rock 
are continuing and elsewhere in 
the Music Department it will be 
the turn of our instrumentalists 
to develop their performance 
skills at our Tea-Time Concert 
on Monday 10 February.  If 
you haven’t been before, 
these informal concerts give 
our musicians the chance to 
showcase their talents in a warm 
and appreciative setting.  They 
are timed to make it convenient 
for parents to pop in from 
4.15pm, so please do stop by if 
you can make it. 

As a final reminder, it is our 
whole school Open Day next 
Saturday, 25 January, if you have 
any friends or family who wish 
to come along and see what 
Teesside High School has to offer.  
They would be most welcome.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U19 NETBALL VS 
GATESHEAD COLLEGE
The U19 Netball team played Gateshead Sports College this 
Wednesday, a strong opponent with multiple regional players 
for the North East Team. 
Both teams started strongly, going goal 
for goal in the first quarter.  After a loss 
of possession from Gateshead, THS 
worked the ball through the court to an 
impressive finishing shot by Victoria. 

Going into the second quarter, the 
defensive combination of Katie, Lucy 
and Cate proved to be strong as they 
turned the ball over multiple times to 
create scoring opportunities for both 
the shooters.  Elena and Maddy worked 
well through mid court, putting creative 
feeds into the circle often under a lot of 
pressure from the Gateshead defence. 

By half time THS were up 19-10. 
Unfortunately, Cate picked up a knee 
injury and Maia from Year 10 was 
subbed on to Centre.  Maia provided a 
strong connection between the attack 
and defence and did not look out of 
place in the Sixth Form team. 

THS carried on their consistent play 
throughout the game, converting from 
Gateshead’s mistakes and scoring from 
Centre passes. 

The final score was 38-16 to THS and 
I was proud to be voted Player of the 
Match by the opposition.

Catherine, Year 13

Cross Country 
A huge well done to Maia (Year 10) 
and Becky (Year 9) who finished 
the Cleveland County Cross Country 
Competition last week in 7th and 9th 
place respectively.  

Both girls have successfully qualified to 
represent Cleveland in the Inter County 
Competition next month.

Mr Williamson

Sporting success
We are proud to inform you of 
further sporting success from 
students across the Senior School.

Alexandra in Year 8 has been 
named Manchester Thunder’s U13 
Player of the Month for December.  
This is the first time a Grangetown 
Netball Club player has brought 
home the prestigious Manchester 
Thunder teddy.

Phoebe (pictured, below) in Year 
10 has been offered a place with 
the Durham Performance Centre 
U17 Hockey squad, following 
several assessment sessions. 
This is the equivalent of regional 
representation.

Isaac (pictured, above) in Year 
11 has been selected for the U16 
County Durham Rugby training 
squad.

THS Games Captain Cathy 
represented Leeds Rhinos U19 
Competition Squad in their match 
against London Pulse in the U19 
National Netball Performance 
League in London last Saturday.

U12/U14 Netball
Well done to our U12 (pictured) 

and U14 girls in two excellent 

netball matches vs Our Lady and St. 

Bede Catholic Academy this week.

The U12 team won 2-1 (POM Siri) 

and the U14A team won 12-5 (POM 

Anna).

Mrs Harrington

U14 Boys’ Hockey
The U14 boys competed in an Indoor Hockey Tournament 
at Eston Sports Academy earlier this week.  It was nothing 
like the boys had played before, with two pitches side by 
side and the playing surface much quicker than usual.
In the first game it took the boys a little 
while to get used to the pace and they 
were unlucky to run off 1-0 down.

Henry Hunt played very well in goal 
with Charlie Watson and Dom Carey 
working tirelessly upfront.  The boys 
had learnt a lot from the first match 
and, in the second, played a much 
better game.  Matty Boal, Finn Noott 
and Mattie Holmes linked up brilliantly 
and scored some excellent individual 

and team goals.  

Unfortunately a 3-2 defeat in the 
second game and another defeat in 
the third meant we did not qualify 
to progress, but for the boys who 
travelled, it was a great experience and 
they showed some real quality.  There 
is plenty of potential in this team and I 
look forward to seeing what they may 
be able to achieve in the future.

Mr Thomas
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Year 1 and 2 
Time Detectives

Year 1 and 2 pupils turned into 
young archaeologists last week 
as they used spoons, brushes and 
magnifying glasses to explore what 
old artefacts they could find in 
their big dig.  The activity launched 
pupils’ new IPC topic, Time 
Detectives.

Mrs Essex

Constellations
EYFS have been 
studying constellations 
this week. 

The children learnt that 
groups of stars appear 
to form a pattern or 
picture, before trying 
to recognise various 
patterns and pictures. 
They also looked at 
constellations as a 

sign of the zodiac and 
recreated their zodiac 
family by looking at 
their date of birth 
and the constellation 
associated with it.  The 
children made beautiful 
representations of the 
picture the stars make. 

It is amazing to think 
that the constellations 

on the day of your 
birth may influence 
your qualities and 
characteristics.  This 
learning led to the 
children discussing the 
signs of the zodiac and 
comparing star signs 
with their friends. 

Mrs Clapton

OUT OF 
THIS 
WORLD IN 
NURSERY
The Nursery children have 
enjoyed exploring their new 
IPC topic, Out of this World.

We have shared the story Man on the 

Moon and made our own name rockets 

to zoom to the moon. 

The children counted out how many 

letters there were in their names and 

carefully wrote each letter on a piece of 

paper. 

They had lots of fun turning their 
names into rockets and were very 
proud of their finished work. 

We are looking forward to finding out 
more facts about the moon.

Mrs Hannah

Forest School Fun
Reception class thoroughly enjoyed spending time in our 
beautiful Forest School this week, where they investigated 
creatures and enjoyed crunching through the leaves.  The 
children had lots of fun and as ever loved being out in the 
fresh air!  

Mrs Clapton

Amazing 
Mathematicians
Year 2 are proving to be amazing mathematicians.  

This week we have been learning our 2, 
5 and 10 times tables.  We have enjoyed 
learning many songs to help us with 
this and have also been playing games 
of pairs with our friends matching the 
calculation with the answer.  As well 

as all this we have also had time to 
investigate ‘odd’ and ‘even’ numbers.  
We were posed with questions such as 
‘When you multiply 2 even numbers, 
will the answer be odd or even?’

Miss Hall

Year 2 History 
Museum

The children in Years 1 and 2 have 
created an amazing Time Detectives 
History Museum to support their IPC 
work all about the past.  

We have a range of objects and artefacts 
from the past which we have been 
comparing to modern day equivalents. 

It has made us realise how lucky we 
all are today and how many everyday 
objects use electricity.  

We all agreed we wouldn’t fancy using 
a carpet beater to clean our carpets 
and were fascinated to discover mobile 
phones didn’t used to have a colour 
screen!

We have also enjoyed looking at a 
wonderful collection of fossils which 
Harriet has very kindly brought in to 
share with us all.

Miss Hall
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York Chocolate Story
On Thursday, the children in Years 3 and 4 had a very tasty 
trip as they launched their new IPC topic, Chocolate. 
We travelled to York to visit York’s 
Chocolate Story museum to learn 
more about the history behind York’s 
famous chocolatiers.  The children were 
informed of where Joseph Rowntree 
began his business and how he 
developed his products.  The children 
were also shown a video to explain how 
chocolate production began thousands 
of years ago and how it has developed 
into the yummy treat that we all enjoy 
today.  Having thought about the 
history of chocolate, the children were 
taught how chocolate is made starting 
from the cocoa beans.  There were 
interactive displays to help explain 
the many processes of chocolate 
production and then the children 
were shown how to correctly taste 
a piece of chocolate in order to fully 
appreciate the different flavours.  The 
museum tour finished with the children 
making their own chocolate lollies and 
watching a live demonstration of how 
filled chocolates are made. 

The afternoon session saw the 
children considering the changes of 
state of chocolate at various stages of 
production, as well as a more detailed 
look at the bean to bar process.  They 
were able to hold and look closely at a 
real cocoa pod and thought carefully 
about the different ingredients needed 
to make different types of chocolate.  

This session also allowed the children 
to make chocolate wallpaper during 
which they were able to wear their hair 
nets and rubber gloves – an addition 
to their uniform that provided much 
amusement!

On the way back to school, we were 
able to stop briefly in New Earswick.  As 
Joseph Rowntree was a philanthropist, 
he wanted to provide good living 
conditions for his workers and New 
Earswick is the garden village that he 
built for them and their families, much 
like Bourneville which was built by 
George Cadbury in Birmingham.  Whilst 
this village has had many modern 
additions, it still holds much of its 
original charm and allowed the children 
to think about what life would be like 
at the time and also to look at the Folk 
Hall which is still used as a community 
hub to this day.

Around every corner there was more 
chocolate to sample so it is hardly 
surprising that some of the children 
deemed this to be ‘the best trip ever’!

Over the next 8 weeks, the children will 
be locating the main cocoa producing 
countries, identifying their climates 
and thinking about the farmers who 
grow the cocoa beans.  They will be 
looking at the history of chocolate, 
going back to the Aztecs where their 
chocolate drink was much different 
to the drinking chocolate today.  They 
will also be considering the bean to 
bar process, the role of manufacturers, 
including their ethical responsibilities 
towards the cocoa producers, and 
creating their own chocolate bar, 
including the packaging.

We have a very exciting few weeks 
ahead and we look forward to sharing 
more of our learning with you.

Mrs Kennedy

Year 5 English study of Macbeth
In English lessons last week, the 
children in Year 5 enjoyed learning 
all about Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  
They completed lots of drama 
activities, allowing them to explore 
character feeling and motivation and 
also the impact of stage directions 
within a playscript.  Armed with this 
knowledge, the children re-wrote a 
scene from the play, using modern 
language.  Here is Hadi’s re-write: 

Macbeth Scene 3

Cast List: Servant, Macbeth, Assassins 
1-3, Lady Macbeth, Banquo’s ghost, 
Lennox, Ross.

Narrator: Macbeth has invited lords, 
family and friends to a banquet.  
Banquo died because assassins had 
killed him… At the banquet…

Servant: Welcome Macbeth and Lady 
Macbeth. (servant departs)

Macbeth: (Walks in slowly) Thank you 
for coming.

Narrator: After a while, the servant 
came back.

Servant: Erm… the two men have 
arrived and wish to see you (walks 
away slowly and whispers, trying not to 
draw attention).

Macbeth: (Walks to the assassins and 
whispers) Have you killed Banquo?

Assassin 1: Yes.

Macbeth: And his son? 

Assassin 2: Well… he escaped, he was 
too fast.

Macbeth: What? The boy I can deal 
with later. Go!

Lady Macbeth: Come and rejoin the 
feast!

Macbeth: But the table is full.

Lennox: Here’s a seat my king.

Narrator: As Macbeth sees Banquo’s 
ghost, he starts to swing his sword in 
mid-air.

Macbeth: Leave this place at once! (Still 
waving the sword).

Lady Macbeth: (Trying to stay calm). 
The king isn’t well. Please stay seated.

Banquo’s ghost: Time to get revenge!

Narrator: All of the visitors left

Lady Macbeth: What were you doing? 

Macbeth: I saw Banquo.  I think I’m…

Lady Macbeth: What?

Macbeth: Cursed…

Miss Lockerbie

KINDNESS 
IS 
AWESOME
Kindness was the theme of 
the Year 4 Class Assembly 
this week.  

The children retold the true story 
of Danny Wallace and his kindness 
movement.  They spoke about people 
who have been kind to them: Esther 
named Harry for choosing her to sit 
on the Top Table at lunch and Charlie 
named William who was kind to him 
when he didn’t want to play a game 
during break. 

The children also came up with their 
own ideas about how they will be kind 
to others.  Ryan said he will give his 

mum a hug every day for picking him 
up from school.  Eshel is going to play 
with anyone who feels left out and Seb 
is going to look out for anyone who 
might be sad when he’s on Playground 
Buddy duty.  

The assembly finished with the children 
enthusiastically performing You Can 
Count On Me about being a friend to 
others.

Mrs Peacock

VIPs in Year 4
There are some Very Important People 
in Year 4 - the red carpet has been 
rolled out for them! 

The children have written about what 
they would like to be when they are 
older, from astronauts to police officers 
and film directors, we definitely have 
some future stars at THS.

Miss Fenny

Year 6 IPC
Year 6 pupils are currently 
undertaking a very important task 
as part of their IPC lessons. 

In Geography, pupils have been 
examining the fate of several of 
the low lying islands in the Pacific 
currently under threat from rising 
sea levels.  The problems facing 
such communities, as a direct 
result of climate change, have 
shocked many of the students and 
emboldened them to take action. 
With this in mind, the pupils have 
been tasked with relocating an 
island community directly under 
threat from rising sea levels. You 
may be surprised to know that the 
first relocation of this type took 
place in 2014!

When selecting and preparing a 
new home for this community, 
the pupils have much to consider, 
including the topography of their 
new home, access to fresh water, 
land for growing crops and possible 
transport links.  The photo above 
is a glimpse of one of their part-
finished maps of the new island 
home. 

You will be able to view completed 
maps on the display board outside 
of the Year 6 classroom very soon.

Mr Griffiths
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Artist of the 

Month
We are delighted to announce our 

Artist of the Month for January is 

Emily Banks in Year 8.  

Year 8 students have been looking 

at portraits, initially concentrating 

on the proportions of the face and 

moving on to adding tone to a self-

portrait. 

The students have explored a 

wide range of portrait artists and 

used drawing, painting, pastels, 

photography, Photoshop, fine liners, 

collage and stitching to create a 

great variety of work. 

Many students like Emily have 

taken a fantastic mixed media 

approach to their work and been 

very creative. 

Emily was one of only two students 

who chose to look at the more 

unusual work of the artist Keemo. 

Keemo uses very bright colours and 

a graphical style of art that Emily 

has captured perfectly in her own 

Keemo style self-portrait.

Mrs Machan

Music examination 
results
Well done to our Teesside High School musicians for 
another round of exemplary examination results.  Please 
note, theory results are to follow.

Duke of Edinburgh update
Our Year 10 Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
groups have had a very positive start to 
the spring term. 

Students have used their enrichment 
time on a Friday afternoon very wisely, 
taking time in their route planning and 
creating their route cards as they go 
along. 

It is also brilliant to see the Year 10 
students approach the Skills, Physical 
and Volunteering sections with an 
impressive attitude and enthusiasm! 

I am particularly proud of the range 
of volunteering activities students are 

undertaking from Netball coaching 
and Park Run volunteer on a Saturday 
morning, to volunteering at an animal 
boarding kennel and helping keep their 
local community clean by litter picking.

A special mention must go to Mazie 
McKenna, who is the first participant 
to finish a section on the eDofE portal.  
Mazie has completed her Skills section, 
where she has been developing her 
playing of the piano.

Well done all, and keep up the good 
work!

Miss Hopkins

Careers Convention
At THS we always have an eye on 
the future, having recently received 
the Barclays LifeSkills Award in 
recognition for our focus on real-
world soft skills and employability. 

This week in PSHE, Year 12 have been 
preparing for our forthcoming Careers 
Convention, to be held on Tuesday 
28 January, 6.00pm-8.00pm, when 
hundreds of delegates from a wide 
cross-section of higher education 
providers, as well as cutting-edge 
national and local employers and the 
armed forces, will set up stalls in our 
Main Hall to offer advice and guidance.

THS Sixth Form students have planned 

questions to ask the delegates, 

helping them to discover what skills, 

qualifications and personal qualities 

they are looking for in employees, 

apprentices or undergraduates. 

Our students are learning how 

networking can open doors.  Many 

of our THS Sixth Form students take 

advantage of our Work Experience 

database which offers a wide range of 

opportunities, from surgery to fashion 

photography, and we are always 

looking to expand this further.  

If you feel your business could offer 
something along these lines, from a 
day’s shadowing to a week’s work 
experience or internship, please get 
in touch so that we can set up more 
exciting opportunities. 

Miss Bird

YEAR 7 TRANSITION 
DAY
On Thursday 9 January we welcomed lots of excited new 
faces to the Senior School.

The students enjoyed a day in the life of 
a Year 7 at THS.  They threw themselves 
into a vast range of new lessons and 
activities and were delighted with 
classes and taster sessions in Design 
Technology, Music, French, Geography 
and PE.

The pupils kindly wrote thank you 
cards to the teacher from their favourite 
lesson, you can see some of their kind 
comments and feedback below:

• I liked everything! All the things 
I did were fun. I want to thank 
everyone for looking after me 
especially the teachers. I hope I 
join this school.

• Thanks for the best lesson ever, Mr 
Finn!

• My favourite part of the day was 

PE with Mr Thomas because it 
helped me meet people and know 
their names.

We cannot wait to see all of the 
students again at our upcoming 
transition trip which will take place on 
Tuesday 10 March at Hollywood Bowl. 
Further details will follow. 

Mrs Conroy

Young Tycoons
I am pleased to report that our Year 12 
students who took part in the Tycoon 
Enterprise Competition last term did 
really well. 

By the end of the trading period they 
sold all of their stock to make a profit of 
£32.78. 

This meant that they were able to repay 
their loan back to the Foundation. 

The students decided to return some 
of the profits back to the Foundation to 
support loans to future students and 
also made a donation to Fairtrade.

Mrs Boothroyd

Name Instrument Grade

Millie Holmes Pop Vocals Grade 8 - Distinction
Megan Kelsey-Robey Musical Theatre Grade 8 - Distinction
Elena Bausor Piano Grade 8 - Pass
Harry Gates Pop Vocals Grade 7 - Distinction
Abbie Smith ABRSM Piano Grade 7 - Pass
Ross Clapton Saxophone Grade 6 - Distinction
Emilie Wright Pop Vocals Grade 6 - Merit
Alexander Hartness Saxophone Grade 5 - Distinction
Becky Poppitt Clarinet Grade 5 - Distinction
Elisa Holden Pop Vocals Grade 5 - Merit
Charlotte Sowerby ABRSM Piano Grade 5 - Pass
Emmeline McGloin ABRSM Piano Grade 4 - Pass
Amelia Hall Pop Vocals Grade 4 - Merit
Imogen Hall Pop Vocals Grade 4 - Merit
Emily Hunter ABRSM Piano Grade 3 - Merit
Siri Musunuru ABRSM Piano Grade 3 - Pass
Isobel Pumphrey ABRSM Clarinet Grade 1 - Pass
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Prep pupils enjoyed receiving the prize from 
a Mr Freeze competition which Mrs Clapton 
won before Christmas!

Year 7 students have been studying the human skeleton in Biology with Mrs Kirk. They were given a challenge to stretch their knowledge 
and apply their learning to animal skeletons.  Here are a couple of our favourites, by Ed Mogie and Emily Milne.

We are so proud to announce that Roxi in 
Year 3 has been awarded The DJW School of 
Acting Discovery Scholarship. 

Big Adventure Holiday Camp pupils had the best time with Miss Hall and Miss Fenny before 
Christmas. They loved their trip aboard The Polar Express and to Beamish, the cinema and 
to watch the pantomime. Watch this space for the Easter Holiday Camp programme!

As part of their Transition Day, future Year 7 students completed taste tests and quality 
control tests to see if they could identify different brands of foods.  Their favourite was the 
chocolate brownie test, supermarket own brand vs Mr Kipling!

Year 10 Biologists carried out an experiment to back up their theory lessons, testing a wide range of foods to see if they contained protein, 
starch or glucose.  They displayed excellent organisation and collaboration whilst managing to look stylish in lab coats and safety specs!

Many thanks to the parents who joined us 
this week to hear more about the vital topic 
of keeping children safe online through our 
Internet Safety workshop.

Pre-Prep Teddy Bear Club started this week 
and the children enjoyed finding out the 
history of how Teddy Bears got their name.  

Aaron and Madina enjoyed making their constellations and comparing their zodiac star sign 
with their friends.

Year 4 pupils were named winners of 
our #THSAdvent competition and loved 
receiving their prize in last week’s 
Achievement Assembly.

School of Rock rehearsals have started 
in earnest this week.  We look forward to 
sharing the production with you later this 
term.
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