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THiS Week
YEAR 1 AND 2 
TIME DETECTIVES
Years 1 and 2 are enjoying being Time Detectives as part of their 
International Primary Curriculum 
studies, learning all about the past.  
This week, the children were treated to a very special 
afternoon when a past pupil of our predecessor 
school, Queen Victoria High School, came to share her 
wonderful memories.

Mrs Leach told of how her school days were different 
to ours but the children were fascinated to discover 
that some traditions have been passed down through 
the generations.  Whilst Mrs Leach was in a class of 
over 30 children aged 5-7, she was awarded with 
house points just as we are today.  We learnt that she 
used to go home for lunch, there was a fireplace in her 
classroom and only the staff and Sixth Form pupils 
could use the front door of the school!

Mrs Leach brought the visit to life by bringing some 
artefacts from her time at school which we enjoyed 
comparing to what we have today.  She showed us her 
school scarf with the school badge on, photographs 
of her uniform, school reports and her school sports 
colours.  We tried to guess which sport Mrs Leach 
might have been awarded her colours for but she had 
to help us as it was for something we had not heard of 
before - ‘deportment’.  We had a little practise of this 
and learnt it is all about how we stand and sit smartly.  
If you happen to walk past the Year 1 or 2 classrooms 
you will be very impressed to find we are all now 
deportment superstars!

Mrs Leach also told us how she used to visit our 
school site here at Teesside High to play fixtures with 
Cleveland School, and she showed us the original plans 
for the new school building which eventually became 
the wonderful Teesside High we know and love today.

Miss Hall
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WELCOME
Welcome to our regular readers, and 

those reading our 
newsletter for the 
first time since 
visiting our Open 
Day.

We hope our many visitors 
enjoyed the chance to see our 
wonderful school at first hand 
last Saturday.  I am very grateful, 
as ever, to our current parents 
and families who came along 
to support the school, in many 
guises!  Thank you particularly to 
those who brought along family 
or friends having recommended 
the school, it so heartwarming to 
see you extend an invitation to 
visit us on our behalf.

Our student guides on the day 
were excellent ambassadors 
for the school and we have 
since received some incredible 
feedback.  Particularly:

• ‘This is an amazing school.’

• ‘It was so lovely to see the 
school, both of my boys 
wanted to start yesterday!’

• ‘We loved everything about 
your school.’

• ‘It was clear just how great 
an environment this would 
be. Luke did a really great 
job of showing me around, 
he is a credit to the school.’

On the subject of events, this 
week’s Careers Convention 

proved to be a huge success 
and I am thankful to the 
many organisations and local 
businesses who took time 
from their schedules to come 
along and offer our students 
relevant and engaging careers 
advice and guidance.  I hope the 
visiting families from schools 
in our local community found 
the evening useful, and a good 
chance to find out more about 
the opportunities available here 
at THS.

Our PE Department has had 
a very busy month indeed, 
having launched an incredible 
opportunity for Senior students 
to visit South Africa as part of a 
2021 Sports Tour and competing 
in no less than 23 fixtures since 
the New Year.  Our boys and girls 
this week have secured excellent 
results against The King’s 
Academy, Argyle House, Conyers, 
All Saints and Yarm School.  

Preparations for the THS Spring 
Ball continue and tickets are 
selling fast!  At the last count 
there were just 14 places 
remaining, priced at £55pp.  I 
would love for you to join us.  
Similarly, if you or your business 
would like to contribute to an 
auction or raffle prize for the 
night, I would love to hear from 
you.  Please do get in touch 
via Mrs Ripley, headspa@
teessidehigh.co.uk 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U12 INDOOR HOCKEY 
TOURNAMENT
Our U12 boys had a great experience at an Indoor Hockey 

Tournament hosted by Teesside High School this week.

With tough games against Egglescliffe 

School and Yarm School, the THS boys 

got off to a great start with a 1-0 win 

against Egglescliffe thanks to a good 

goal from Roman. 

Rohan and Ed were outstanding, 

with Oliver and Louie demonstrating 

impressive stick work.  Zhein also 

played well, and showed good skill 

and positive progress throughout the 

evening. 

Player of the Tournament for the THS 

boys was Armand in goal, who was 

brilliant all night.  

Well done boys and keep up the hard 

work.

Mr Thomas

U16 Hockey 
Our U16 girls’ Hockey team secured a 
convincing 10-0 victory against Conyers 
on Wednesday evening. 

THS dominated from the off and 
created numerous goal scoring 
opportunities.  Laura, Millie, Zara and 
Maia all scored, with help and support 
from an excellent team. 

The girls finish the season unbeaten in 
the County League and it looks a strong 
possibility they will replay Red House 
in a final game.  Well done, girls, on a 
great season.

Miss Turnbull

Dance in Year 8
Students in Year 8 have been 
experiencing a Rock and Roll Dance 
style in their PE lessons this half 
term.  

This week, the students took on 
the role of Strictly judges and 
used collective ideas to form a 
peer assessment checklist.  The 
group has demonstrated excellent 
creativity when choreographing 
their pieces, showing lots of 
variation and manipulation. 

Macey in Year 8 said:

In PE this half term we have 
been studying Dance with Mrs 
Harrington. In lessons we have been 
choreographing moves and learning 
how to create a performance. I think 
it is really fun and I have enjoyed 
improving my dance skills with my 
dance partner Robyn. Each lesson 
I am improving and we have the 
chance to critique each others’ 
performances to look for strengths 
and areas of development.

Mrs Harrington

U15 Basketball
Well done to the U15 boys’ 
Basketball team who won their 
match against Argyle House, 27-13. 
Teesside’s teamwork shone through 
in what was a physical and fast 
paced match.  All of the boys played 
very well, but a special mention to 
Josh who won Player of the Match.

Mr Williamson

Player of 
the Match
Year 7 Netballers have 
been working incredibly 
hard to develop their skills 
individually and progress as 
a team.
One of the key players within the Year 7 
Netball team is Siri. 

Siri plays in defence and has begun 
to show real creativity within games,  
holding space and reading the game 
well.  It is without question that Siri 
has played a crucial part in the recent 
success of the Year 7 team and this has 
not gone unnoticed.  

Siri has now been recognised by our 

opposing team no less than three times, 
earning the Player of the Match title 
for three consecutive games!  Siri is 
currently playing for the school team 
and also represents a club outside of 
school, Shooting Stars Netball Academy. 

Can you keep up your winning streak, 
Siri?!

Mrs Harrington
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Out of this World

Nursery children are enjoying 

finding out about space as part of 

their topic Out of this World.

The children have built their 

own spaceship and are now busy 

making their own space helmets 

so that they can be safe when 

travelling to the moon!

Our budding astronauts have also 

been finding out facts about the 

different planets and are busy 

preparing for their next space 

adventure when they hope to meet 

some aliens.  

Mrs Hannah

Mr Finn’s visit to 
Reception

I really enjoyed my visit to Reception 
this week.

From start to finish I was provided with 
a fully immersive space experience that 
was truly inspirational.  The excitement 
and enthusiasm exhibited by both 
the class and Mrs Clapton ensured 
that maximum pupil progress was 
achievable.

The pupils demonstrated a vast amount 
of knowledge about space, planets 
and different constellations.  This 
knowledge was verbalised in such a 
confident manner, something parents 
should be really proud of.

Throughout the lesson, pupils talked 
to me about the amount of positive 
praise used to keep them self motivated 

in their learning.  These methods 
include house points, WOW pennies 
for excellent writing and a chart which 
is used to promote leadership and 
excellent standards.

At the end of my visit I was delighted to 
hear one of the students read their own 
piece of writing about Pluto and why it 
is no longer a planet.

Hopefully I will be back soon to see 
more of their wonderful work.

Mr Finn

YEAR 1 AND 2 IPC
Years 1 and 2 have been building a time capsule as part of 

their work being Time Detectives.

The children enjoyed a great end to the 

week last week when they went off to 

the woods to bury their Time Capsule.

The children worked together to agree 

what things we should include.  The 

objects ranged from photographs of 

the class, money, house points and the 

latest school newsletter.  

We hope the time capsule stays safely 

buried for many years to come!

Miss Hall

Forest School
Nursery children have had a fantastic time exploring the 
school’s Forest School this term.
We have been able to have fun 
exploring and collecting a variety of 
objects in our woodland sessions, from 
large sticks to small pine cones. 

We enjoy our adventures walking 

through our wonderful school grounds 
and we are already looking forward to 
our next visit. 

Mrs Hannah

Aliens in Reception
Reception class enjoyed reading Aliens 
Love Underpants this week.  

The children were then tasked with 
decorating underpants to attract aliens 
to our school!  We left their designs out 
during the night and, in the morning, 
they had gone...

We asked Mr Connor if he could look on 
our special CCTV camera and we could 
not believe our eyes, a friendly alien 
visitor was caught on camera! 

Mrs Clapton

Data Handling in 
Year 2

There was great excitement in Year 2 
when we started our new Mathematics 
unit on Statistics.  We began by drawing 
tally charts and pictograms to illustrate 
the different coloured smarties in a 
tube.  Of course, once we had recorded 
our work it was time to enjoy our 
chocolate treat!

Miss Hall

Big Adventures Holiday Camp
I am delighted to inform you that 
bookings are now open for our 
forthcoming Big Adventures Easter 
Holiday Camp which will take place 
from Monday 20 April to Friday 24 
April.  

We have a wide variety of exciting trips 
and activities planned, including: a 
visit to Eureka, the National Children’s 

Museum, Angry Birds Crazy Golf and 
the cinema, as well as enjoying a walk 
to Easby Abbey and lunch out at Pizza 
Hut.

The full programme is available on the 
school website.  As ever, please book 
early to avoid disappointment.

Miss Hall
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Year 5 English
Year 5 had a lot of fun last week in 
their English lessons.  

Their task was to write a set of 
clear instructions, so what better 
way to get into the subject than by 
making their own board games to 
write instructions for? 

The children completed a 
rough version of the game and 
instructions in small groups, then 
all of the class had a go at playing 
each game in order to evaluate the 
effectiveness of the instructions.

Afterwards, the children really 
enjoyed making their final version 
of the games and instructions, 
thinking carefully about how 
instructions are presented in the 
board games that they are familiar 
with.

Miss Lockerbie

Year 3 and 
4 IPC
In IPC, the children in Year 
3 and 4 are continuing their 
topic on Chocolate.

Over the last few lessons, the children 

have been thinking about the history 

of chocolate, going back thousands of 

years to the Olmec and Mayan ancient 

civilisations.  

They have learnt how the bitter drink 

began to be flavoured with honey and 

chilli, and also how the Aztecs believed 

that cocoa was a gift from the Gods.  

The children were surprised to learn 

that the Aztecs used cocoa beans as a 

currency as they placed more value on 

them than gold.  

The biggest shock for the children was 

that the Aztec ruler, Montezuma II, used 

to drink a gallon of chocolate every day!  

From this ancient history, the children 

have then also considered the role of 

the Spanish explorers in bringing cocoa 

beans over to Europe and the effects of 

this in the development of the chocolate 

that we all know and love today.

The children have been working hard to 

produce a lovely timeline to showcase 

some of these key dates and times.

Mrs Kennedy

We are Writers
Children in Year 4 have been developing 

their story writing skills this week in 

preparation for their writing of a portal 

story. 

To begin with, they retold and acted 

out a model portal story using a story 

map which they drew together in a 

group.  Then, they practised composing 

effective similes by pretending to be 

an object in a great, dark hall and, 

when they came alive by being tapped, 

describing their object using a simile. 

The children enjoyed a feast together 

to help them in using expanded noun 

phrases to add detail and interest.  I am 

really looking forward to their finished 

stories which bring all these different 

skills together.

Mrs Peacock

STEM Club
Prep STEM Club pupils have been 
busy making crossbows! 

When the children were introduced 
to this activity they were besides 
themselves with joy and who can 
blame them.  The finished products 
are capable of firing bamboo skewers 
quite a distance.  I hasten to add the 
children have been fully briefed with 
regards to the safety expectations 
and we do not expect any accidents to 
occur as a result of this activity.

First, pupils had to make the base of 
the crossbow using pieces of dowel 

tied together with elastic bands.  Then, 
the lathe was made in exactly the 
same way.  Once we had the base and 
the lathe, they were lashed together to 
make the classic cross shape.

To construct a shaft for our crossbow 
we used the hollow plastic case from a 
Biro.  This sturdy shaft would ensure 
that our arrows flew straight and true! 
We used tape to affix our shaft to our 
crossbow, winding the tape around a 
couple of times to ensure that it would 
never come loose.

Next, we used doubled up elastic 

bands as our strings, taping them 
together in the middle in order to 
form the seat where the end of our 
arrow would rest.  We learnt that 
these seats had to be quite substantial 
overwise it was hard to get a secure 
grasp of the arrow as you pulled it 
back.

Our arrows were now ready for test 
firing!  Needless to say we resisted the 
urge to reenact the famous scene from 
William Tell!

Mr Griffiths

U11 NETBALL
Match report from the recent fixture vs The Chorister School 
by Megan Manders and Natalie Hopkin in Year 6.

A fortnight ago the Year 5 and 6 A 
team played their first netball match 
of the season against two teams from 
Durham’s Chorister School.  

In the first match, the two opposing A 
teams went head to head.  THS took 
the lead in the first quarter, with a goal 
scored by Megan.  This was closely 
followed by two successful shots on 
target by Choristers.  

Despite a second goal from Megan, the 
final score was 4-2 in Choristers’ favour.

In our second match, THS played 

against their B team.  Ivy Rennison 
secured a goal for THS, but despite 
excellent footwork from our girls, 
Choristers equalised and then scored a 
final goal, resulting in a 2-1 win to the 
opposition.

Despite our enthusiasm and 
competitive play, unfortunately 
Choristers’ strong chest passes to one 
another gave them the edge on this 
occasion.  

Lexie Webb played impressively in her 
first competitive match, as did Bethea 
WaMoyo.  (POM - Natalie Hopkin).

Prep assembly
The Prep School had a very exciting 
start to their week last week when they 
enjoyed an assembly all about Science.  
The pupils were fascinated to make 
‘elephant toothpaste’ and ‘dancing 
raisins’ and learnt all about acids, 
alkalines, oxygen and carbon dioxide.

Miss Hall
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The Information Evening for the 
proposed 2021 Sports Tour to 
South Africa will take place on 
Monday 10 February at 6.00pm in 
the Dining Hall.

Creative 
Industries 
Day
Last week, Teesside High 
School hosted a fantastic 
Creative Industries Day 
in partnership with The 
Northern School of Art. 
The day was made up of a range of 
workshops based around production 
design for TV, film and theatre.  All 
students in Years 7-9 took part in a 
range of activities from set design 
modelling to aging and distressing 
(breaking down) materials to portray 
wounds and stains for costume design. 
The students learnt about special 
effects and continuity in TV and 
film recording and the use of special 
materials in wardrobe departments to 
ensure that mistakes were not spotted 
by viewers. 

In addition, our GCSE and A-level 
students took part in a special analysis 
workshop looking at an archive from 
the college’s costume department, 
which built analysis skills in readiness 
for their upcoming examinations. 
They also had the chance to look 
closely at real Victorian garments and 

discussed the relevance of materials, 
embellishments and features of the 
clothing in relation to the class of 
a Victorian civilian.  The students 
discovered that Victorian dresses 
had a button-up tail/crinoline so that 
they could work outside with minimal 
damage to their clothing. 

It was a brilliant day which enabled 
our students to learn a lot about their 
possible future career paths in the 
entertainment industry, with many 
students showing a keen interest in 
finding out more about the potential 
opportunities at Higher Education and 
beyond.

Thank you to the staff at The Northern 
School of Art for delivering a valuable 
experience for all.

Miss Storey

Brain Gym
Students in Year 10 and 11 who have 
signed up for Mrs Casey’s Brain Gym 
activity have been using their extra 
curricular time very productively.

This week, the group were split into 
two.  The boys completed brain gym 
training to ‘warm up’ followed by 
an interactive task to try to learn 
something they found particularly 
difficult to remember; enzymes and 
substrates (not Mrs Casey’s specialist 
topic!).  

Whilst the girls used a more traditional 

approach of making a mind map, 
the boys danced and acted their way 
through the facts accompanied by the 
moves to the Macarena.  

Craig and Austin were able to 
demonstrate their knowledge of 
enzymes and substrates to the girls 
after just 10 minutes.  

Mrs Casey’s activity explores 
alternative revision techniques and the 
concept of brain gym to help support 
students studying for their GCSEs. 

Butterwick Hospice Easter Egg Collection
This term we will be supporting the 
fantastic efforts of the Butterwick 
Hospice with a whole school Easter 
egg collection.

Butterwick Hospice is for many 
reasons a cause close to our hearts at 
Teesside High and we would be proud 
to support their work in offering much 
needed support for patients and their 
families at very difficult times.

The charity uses Easter eggs to run 
competitions and tombolas at various 
events throughout the spring and 
requires much needed donations in 
order to raise as much money for the 
charity as possible.

I would be delighted if every pupil 
in the school could donate an egg to 

this worthwhile cause.  They cost as 
little as £1 in supermarkets, but such 
a small token of kindness can make a 
big difference.

Please consider buying an Easter egg 
during your upcoming shopping trips 
and help us make a difference to an 
egg-cellent charity this term!  Eggs 
can be donated via Reception or the 
Marketing office (Senior School).

Watch this space for our Easter egg 
totalisers, coming soon to the Prep 
Atrium and Senior student entrance 
after half term!

Thank you in advance for your 
support.

Miss Hockney

ESU PUBLIC SPEAKING 
COMPETITION
Year 10 students Sophie A, Sophie Y and Harrison 
represented the school at the English Speaking Union’s 
Public Speaking competition this week.

Sophie A, our speaker, shared her views 
on the question; Should schools be 
religious free zones?  She argued against 
this notion, instead suggesting that 
schools should be ‘religiously free’ but 
that an understanding of a wide range 
of faiths is key to a harmonious society. 

Sophie Y was our team’s chairperson, 
with responsibility for introducing, 
concluding and organising 
proceedings. 

Harrison was our questioner; he 
listened to our competitor’s speech 
and asked thought-provoking, 
engaging and debate-inducing 
questions. 

The students worked hard to prepare 
for their roles and were excellent 
competitors and ambassadors for our 
school.

Mrs Reid

Liked the film? 
Love the book!

Breakfast and Books students continue 
to enjoy intense literary discussion 
every Tuesday morning.

This half term we are focussing on 
books that have been turned into block-
busting films.

From classics like Little Women to more 
modern texts such as Mortal Engines, 
we are going to consider why such titles 
have been successful on the big screen. 

Come and have a look at Mrs Reid’s 
classroom display for ideas of films that 
you might have watched and enjoyed 
that started life as a novel. 

We can almost guarantee if you liked 
the film, you’re going to love the book!

English Department
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Year 2 are turning into real times table superstars!  The children enjoy using Mathletics 
on an iPad to help support their work in Mathematics, and they are always very excited to 
compete against each other on ‘Live Mathletics’.  This week the children were working hard 
to learn their 2, 5 and 10 times tables.

David enjoyed seeing his artwork framed 
and displayed in the Senior School.

At Teesside High School, we place high importance on equipping pupils with essential life skills.  This week, pupils in Years 5 and 6 have 
taken part in hands-on first aid training delivered by the Red Cross.  This covered learning what action to take in the event of bleeding, burns 
and head injuries as well as how to stay calm in an emergency first aid situation.  A big thank you to Jo and the Red Cross for these invaluable 
sessions.

Year 12 Biology students have been investigating the specialised gas exchange system used by fish.  To help encourage active learning, the 
students were provided with a fresh salmon head to examine and dissect.  Using dissections during the lesson allowed students to have 
a first-hand experience in exploring many anatomical structures such as gills, tongue, brain, stomach, heart and more.  Many thanks to 
Hodgson Fish in Yarm for your support.

Art Club students are working on creating 
life-size figures in the style of Keith Haring, 
whilst also studying pattern and how best to 
work collaboratively.

Mr Finn proudly wearing his special space 
themed hat made by Reception children this 
week!

What a beautiful January day for exploring 
our Forest School!

Teddy Bear Club enjoyed making THS Teddy Bears this week.  They designed and made 
uniform for their bears using cutting and joining skills.

Well done to our Year 4 pupils for an 
outstanding Class Assembly last week.

Biology Club students were tasked with 
finding a chicken’s radius and ulna this 
week.

Well done to our U13 Netball team for an 
excellent 13-3 victory against Red House 
School earlier this month (POM Layla).

As part of a varied enrichment programme, 
students from across the Senior School 
are enjoying the challenge of an afternoon 
jigsaw.
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