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COUNTY HOCKEY 
CHAMPIONS
Teesside High School’s U16 team 
has been named County Hockey 
League Champions 2019/20.
After a successful season, the title came down to one 
final match, and last Thursday evening our U16 girls 
travelled to Norton to play Red House School in the 
final of the County League. 

The game was exceptional; the standard of play from 
both teams was very impressive. The action was end to 
end, with both teams creating good opportunities only 
to be denied by two very strong goalkeepers. 

Players from both teams left everything on the pitch 
and as the final whistle blew for a 0-0 draw, the team 
was exhausted. 

Three brave girls, Maia, Mel and Zara, then volunteered 
to take the penalty shuffles, where they would have 
eight seconds 1-2-1 with the goalkeeper to score a 
goal. 

Outstanding goalkeeping from Phoebe denied all three 
challenges from Red House.  Zara was then first for 
THS and missed by the narrowest of margins.  Maia 
then went forward, kept her head and following an 
initial save, collected the ball and put it over the goal 
line just before the whistle, giving THS the win. 

It was an amazing, resilient performance from the 
team and I could not be more proud.

Miss Turnbull

Tickets for the Teesside High School production of School of Rock - The Musical are on sale now! 
Visit https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/teesside-high-school today.
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WELCOME
With just a matter of weeks before 

examinations begin, 
it is a pleasure to see 
students at the top of 
the school maintain 
their excellent 
attitudes to learning.

I was very grateful to the English 
Department for hosting a 
Revision Evening for students 
and parents again this year.  The 
meeting looked at how parents 
can support their children 
during the busy and often 
stressful few weeks in the run up 
to examinations, and how best to 
revise and answer examination 
questions in order to unlock the 
highest possible grades.  I do 
hope those who attended found 
this useful.

THS will mark Whole School 
STEM Week from Monday 
16 March and we have some 
incredibly exciting plans to 
encourage our students to 
explore opportunities and 
careers in the fields of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics.  A Prep School 
‘dress as a professional’ day 
should kick things off nicely!  
Similarly, workshops in 
Forensics, talks from experts in 
metalwork, a visit to Yorkshire 
Water for Years 3 and 4, a visit 
from a mobile planetarium and 
the award-winning outreach 
team at Kielder Observatory 
and a giant Senior School STEM 
Quiz does indeed mean we have 
a busy few days ahead!  I look 

forward to sharing this with 
you in a future edition of the 
newsletter.

I am also looking forward to 
welcoming parents, families and 
those in our local community to 
our annual production at the end 
of the month.  Students across 
the Prep, Senior and Sixth Form 
departments will showcase 
School of Rock - The Musical 
on Tuesday 24 March and 
Wednesday 25 March (6.30pm 
start, doors 6.15pm) and I am 
sure their hours of rehearsals 
will pay off and a fantastic time 
will be had by all.  Tickets are 
on sale now - I look forward to 
seeing you there.

On an altogether more serious 
note, I issued an update to 
parents this week regarding 
advice from Public Health 
England in relation to the spread 
of the coronavirus.  Whilst 
cases have not been found 
in any school in this area, we 
are employing a number of 
procedures to guarantee good 
health and hygiene for staff 
and students alike.  Whilst it 
is important to not create an 
atmosphere of panic, your 
support with this is most 
appreciated.

With best wishes,

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U13 Football vs Red House
Our U13 boys travelled to Red House 
School for a rare football fixture 
earlier this week. 

In the first half, Red House dominated 
possession, scoring twice, but 
struggled to finish some other good 
chances. 

The boys were responding with 
some strong defending and quick 
counter-attacking football, with Kiyan 
managing to convert one.

As the second half progressed, the 
relentless Red House possession took 
its toll and the boys began to tire. 

Red House capitalised on this and 
scored four goals in the final 10 
minutes of the match.

Final score; 6-1. Player of the Match; 
Kiyan.

Mr Williamson

SPORT 
RELIEF
Teesside High School 
students will be supporting 
Sport Relief throughout 
the week next week. A 
breakdown of activity is 
below for your information.

Wednesday - A bake sale will be held 
in the Senior School at breaktime.  Each 
tutor group is taking part and there will 
be a prize for the best sporting cake!

Thursday - Senior Staff vs Student 
Netball will take place at lunchtime as 
organised by THS Games Captain Cathy 
Hewitt.  

Friday is the main event day!

Students can attend school in the kit of 
their favourite sport/non-uniform for a 
donation of £2.00.  

Prep and Senior children will be rowing 
to Tokyo to kick off our Olympics-
themed Sport Relief extravaganza!  
Students will row throughout the day 
to try and make the journey.  Watch this 
space!

The next Senior Staff vs Student 
Netball competition will take place at 
lunchtime, and every Senior School 
enrichment activity that afternoon will 
take on a global Olympics theme to 
incorporate a sporting task into their 
activity.

Additional fundraising fun includes: 
5-a-side refereed by a Championship 
referee, a danceathon, FIFA, mini speed 
chess and much more.

Prep children will also take to the pool 
on the afternoon to add their distance 
swam to the school Tokyo challenge.

Keep up-to-date with our progress 
through social media and thank you in 
advance for supporting us.

Mrs Harrington

Year 8 Netball 
Tournament

Huge well done to our Year 8A netball 
team, who secured Runners Up position 
at Tuesday night’s tournament. 

The girls beat Egglescliffe (8-2), Ingleby 
Manor (8-1), Conyers (6-0), Grangefield 
(5-1) and Red House (7-0), but 
narrowly lost to Yarm (8-6) in a super 
close game to miss out on the title. 

An amazing result, and further 
congratulations to new student Darcey 
who made her debut for the team and 
was named Player of the Tournament.

Mrs Harrington

U14 Hockey
Following a steady first half against 
King’s Academy, the girls grew in 
confidence and really dominated 
the second half of the game.

The girls worked well as a team 
and, despite the freezing conditions, 
successfully implemented a 
number of their new set plays at 
their penalty corners to secure a 
convincing 9-0 victory.

Miss Turnbull

Durham Cricket 
Academy

Huge congratulations to Alfie in 
Year 12 for securing a contract for 
Durham Cricket Academy.  We look 
forward to following your success.

Mr Thomas
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Milky Way
Reception class had an incentive to 

work hard with their writing earlier 

this week. 

The children had been learning all 

about the Milky Way.  They learnt 

that the solar system is part of the 

Milky Way, which is one of our 

fascinating galaxies. 

A little chocolate treat helped spur 

the children on to write lots of 

beautiful sentences.

Mrs Clapton

Spring 
Daffodils 
Ralph was fascinated with 
Mrs Rance’s daffodils on 
the Reception desk when 
he entered school on 
Wednesday morning.  He started his day by asking lots of 
questions about them!

Mrs Rance kindly brought the daffodils 

to our classroom to explain a little 

more.

Mrs Rance explained that the flowers 

were often associated with Springtime 

and new beginnings. 

We learnt that daffodils usually grow 

at the end of winter and are strong 

flowers which grow back every year.  

Reception class decided to take 

this opportunity to create some 

observational paintings of the daffodils 

as they made us feel very happy.  

We returned them back to Mrs Rance to 

to keep her feeling cheerful all day.  

Following our work on daffodils in the 

Reception classroom we were excited to 

visit Mrs Kirk’s Biology lab on Thursday 

to work with our Year 13 students 

to find out more.  The Reception 

children were treated to a dissection 

masterclass, with A-level students 

sharing their knowledge on the inner 

workings of the beautiful flower.

It has been a very interesting week 

finding out more about daffodils 

through some excellent cross-phase 

learning.  Feel free to test my pupils on 

their new-found knowledge!

Mrs Clapton

Nursery Stay and Play - Monday 23 March
We are proud to offer a unique nursery 
experience for children in Teesside 
and beyond.  Our youngest pupils are 
engaged through an excellent Early 
Years education, varied co-curricular 
programme and enriching Forest 
School opportunities.

Current families and those interested 
in joining our Nursery are invited to 
come along to an Easter-themed Stay 
and Play event on Monday 23 March, 
2.00pm-3.00pm. 

Places are limited and available on a 

Year 1 and 2 PE - Orienteering

Year 1 and 2 are exploring a new 

unit of work in PE, learning all about 

Orienteering.  

The children began by learning the 

points of the compass and used the 

phrase ‘Naughty elephants squirt 

water’ to help them remember ‘North, 

East, South and West’.  

They then worked in teams to read a 

‘face map’ of different PE equipment 

which they had to follow to create the 

‘face’, using hoops, cones, beanbags 

and coits of different colours.

Miss Hall

DWARF 
PLANETS
Nursery children have been 

finding out about the dwarf 

planets in our solar system.

The children learned that there are 

five dwarf planets and their names 

are Pluto, Makemake, Ceres, Eris and 

Haumea. 

The children were very concerned 

about Pluto not meeting the 

requirements to be a planet anymore 

so were pleased to find out that he had 

some friends!

The children made their own dwarf 

planets to add to the solar system 

and wrote the names of the planets to 

create a display to showcase what they 

had learned.

Mrs Hannah

Year 1/2 IPC
Year 1 and 2 are thoroughly enjoying 
their studies of Florence Nightingale in 
their International Primary Curriculum 
studies. 

They have painted beautiful paintings 
of Florence complete with her lamp 
and have been making comparisons 
between the hospitals Florence worked 
in and hospitals of today.  

Miss Hall

first come first served basis.  Please 
contact our admissions team to book a 
place.

Mrs Williams
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Year 6 IPC
In IPC this week in Year 6, 
pupils have been undertaking 
International Tasks. 

We have been thinking about how 
our actions can impact upon other 
people, both domestically and 
internationally. 

Pupils considered where their food 
came from and how many miles it 
had travelled, what happened to 
all of the waste that they produced, 
how much water they used on a 
daily basis and how much energy 
they used. 

After consideration the children 
thought of ways in which they could 
slightly alter their daily routines in 
order to lessen the potential impact 
of their actions on other people and 
the environment.  They presented 
their ideas in poster format.  We 
hope that you pick-up some tips!

Mr Griffiths

12 Letters 
to Mrs 
Williams
Mrs Williams has been 
inundated with letters 
from somewhat aggrieved, 
although very well-
mannered, children in Year 4 trying to persuade her not to 
abolish first break.
The letters cited a whole host of 
reasons as to why first break should 
remain in place.

If we don’t have first break, we will fall 
asleep in the middle of lessons!

Pierre

If we don’t have first break, children will 
be sad and sad children don’t work well.

William

If we don’t get first break, you and the 
rest of the teachers won’t get tea or 
coffee and you will have to work all day.

Esther

Some sophisticated techniques 
were used in the children’s letters to 
persuade Mrs Williams to change her 
mind on this issue.  Charlie effectively 
used repetition – ‘Remember that 
children need to exercise to keep fit. 
Remember that children need a break to 

prepare themselves for the next lesson.’ 

Ben managed to include a rhetorical 
question – ‘Don’t you want what’s best 
for the children?’ 

Luke’s counter argument worked a 
treat. 

Louis incorporated the ‘rule of three’ 
– ‘Would you want your children to be 
angry, stressed and annoyed?’ 

Ryan cleverly used emotive words and a 
sprinkling of exaggeration – ‘Losing first 
break will break the children’s hearts!’

The good news is that Mrs Williams has 
succumbed to the children’s persuasion 
and first break will remain!

(Of course, the children knew this was 
all pretend….but this didn’t stop the fun 
in imagining the scenario and writing 
letters!)

Mrs Peacock

Earth as an Island
Year 5 children have been investigating 
plastic pollution for the international 
element of their topic Earth as An 
Island.  

They have watched David Attenborough 
clips and found information online 
using key question searches, before 
making suggestions for how we could 
all reduce the plastic pollution in the 
ocean.

Miss Lockerbie

Year 3 and 4 Technology Project
The children in Year 3 and 4 have been 
working hard over the last couple of 
weeks on their technology project. 

As part of their IPC learning, they 
have been tasked with designing and 
creating their own packaging for their 
chocolate product.

The children have developed their 
designs from their initial ideas, 
thinking carefully about the colours, 
the font, the size of the lettering and 
any graphics that they wished to 
include.  They quickly realised that 
this was not the straightforward task 
that they had originally thought.  The 
children also considered whether to 
put any nutritional information on 
their packaging and how to add catchy 

wording to encourage the buyer, 
whilst still being honest about their 
product.

Once the children were happy with 
their designs they then chose a 
shape for their box and set about 
the assembly process.  Some of the 
children found certain elements of 
this task a challenge however, to their 
credit, never gave up.  We now have a 
selection of well made, eye catching 
boxes ready for the children’s final 
chocolate product.  

Having already experimented with a 
range of different flavours, over the 
next week or so, the children will be 
making their chocolates using a range 
of different moulds.

As our Chocolate topic is coming to an 
end, the last few lessons are looking to 
be tasty ones!  I hope that some of our 
chocolates make it home for parents 
to sample, too!

Mrs Kennedy

DE-FEET 
BULLYING
Last week, children came 

to school wearing their 

wackiest footwear, including 

odd shoes and bright socks, as we put our foot down to 

stamp out bullying. 

The key message was how to be a 

‘buddy’, not a bully, and about practical, 

everyday ways to show kindness to 

others. 

Additionally, our NSPCC link, Mrs 

Cheryl Ellis, delivered assemblies to the 

children on the key theme Speak out, 

Stay safe.  

The children’s efforts raised over £200   

for the vital work of the NSPCC.  

Thank you to parents and children 

for your support and generous 

contributions. 

Mrs Peacock

TCS Computing 
Competition

On Tuesday 3 March, 20 students from 
across the school took part in the TCS 
Oxford Computing Competition. 

This was an invitational competition 
which requires students to be in the top 
10% of the previously undertaken UK 
Bebras Computing Challenge.

It was a very difficult programming 
challenge, you could hear a pin drop in 
Room 2, but all students worked hard 
to complete the challenge.  We now sit 
back and wait for the results...

Mr Atkinson
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Butterwick 
Hospice Easter 
Egg Collection

As mentioned in an earlier edition 
of the school newsletter, this half 
term we will be supporting the 
incredible work of the Butterwick 
Hospice with a whole school Easter 
egg collection.

Butterwick Hospice is for many 
reasons a cause close to our hearts 
at Teesside High.  We would be 
grateful for your support in further 
enabling the charity to offer much 
needed support to patients and 
their families at very difficult times.

Please consider adding an Easter 
egg to your weekly shop during 
your trip to the supermarket this 
weekend and help us make a big 
difference to an amazing local 
charity.

Easter eggs can be left at our 
donation tables in the Prep Atrium 
and Senior Foyer or handed to main 
Reception, where a totaliser will be 
updated each day.

So far, after just three days, we 
have collected over 50 Easter eggs.  
The charity is so grateful for your 
support and has already called to 
arrange a time to meet some of our 
generous students.

Miss Hockney

Year 8 Poetry
As part of their current unit of work on poetry entitled 
Nature Through the Ages, Year 8 students have written 
some outstanding acrostic poems on the theme of nature.
Over the next few weeks, students will study a range of 
different poetic forms including Haikus and Ballads and 
work by notable poets such as Ted Hughes and William 
Wordsworth. 
Mrs Reid

Nature is a picturesque landscape 
waiting to be painted,

As natural as a winged bird taking flight.

The shining sunbeam warming my face.

Undertaking a cracking adventure!

Rain water trickling down curved leaves 
and

Exquisite flowers waiting to bloom.

Charlotte Walker

Nature is a carpet of bluebells,

As natural as the winter snow.

Tides turning, time ticking 

Under blankets of snuffled life.

Ravaged trees licked by flame.

Earth, everlasting in ravished torment.

Ben Wattsford

GCSE English Revision Session
The English Department hosted a 
packed house of parents and students 
at their annual revision presentation 
this week. 

The session is designed to help parents 
understand the requirements of the 
IGCSE English Language examination 
and to suggest some ways that parents 
can support their children in preparing 
for the examination. 

It is always quite an intensive hour and 
a half and both parents and students 
are to be congratulated for their focus 
and thoughtful questioning.

Feedback at the end of the session was 
overwhelmingly positive and we would 
like to thank parents who managed to 
attend the session for their time. 

Mrs Hancock

Creating a political campaign in History
Students in Mrs Casey’s Year 10 GCSE 
History class were given the task of 
creating a political campaign for four 
of the German parties in the new 
Weimar Government of 1919.

Each group had to create a logo, 
propaganda poster, manifesto, speech 
and any other ‘merchandise’ they 
could to promote their party and win 
votes.  The groups presented their 
campaign to Mr Russell’s Year 10 
History class, and there was a secret 
ballot to decide the winning party.  

The DNVP manifesto was presented 
by Euan, Milo, Harrison, Josh and 
Cassidy with great confidence and the 

boys felt certain they would gain the 
most supporters.  

They were followed by Ruby L, Lily, 
Isobel and Ruby R, who used a rousing 
version of the national anthem of 
the USSR to supplement Sophie’s 
inspirational speech about the 
benefits of voting communist. 

Zoe, Isabelle and Mabel led the 
campaign for the SPD, waving their 
German flags and chanting their 
slogan of unity.  

However, it was the efforts of the 
Catholic Centre Party led by Isabelle C, 
Phoebe and Isabelle G who were the 
overall victors with their attractive 

looking hats and promotional 
propaganda video.  They won a 
landslide victory and, unlike the 
reality of Germany of 1919, were able 
to form a majority in the government.

Well done, girls.

SPEAKING 
SHAKESPEARE
We are delighted to announce that Dylan Shehade, Ben 

Wattsford and David Wattsford in Year 8 will be representing 

Teesside High School in the North East regional final of the 

English Speaking Union’s Speaking Shakespeare competition 

later this month.

All of our Year 8 students selected a 

speech from one of Shakespeare’s plays 

to learn by heart and perform. 

After great deliberation, the boys’ 

performances were deemed to be the 

winners. 

The English Department has been 

delighted with the commitment and 

standard of performance that every 

student presented this year. 

We wish the boys the very best of luck 

as they travel to Harrogate Grammar 

School on Monday 23 March. 

Mrs Reid

Mock examination 
results reward

A number of our Year 11 students 
enjoyed a lovely break from GCSE 
preparation on Monday when they 
travelled the short distance up The 
Avenue for tea and cake at Station Five 
Deli. 

The group were chosen as they were 
closest to their personal predictions in 
the recent mock examination results. 

Keep up the good work everyone!

Mrs Conroy

Year 10 Classics
Year 10 Classics students have been 
re-enacting an animal sacrifice.  Their 
unblemished animals were led to the 
altar, then the consent of the beasts was 
sought before they were offered to the 
gods.  The students extracted the livers 
and other entrails (dates and jelly!) and 
told their fortunes from the position of 
the internal organs. 

Miss Bird
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THIS WEEK PHOTO GALLERY

Last Thursday, our EYFS children stopped 
every hour to take part in a dance alarm! 
#spreadthehappiness

Iliana in Year 1 was awarded three trophies 
at the Elysian Dance Festival; we are very 
proud of her excellent achievements.

Rachael in Year 9 has secured a speaking 
part as a villain in the Pauline Quirke 
Academy production of Trouble’s A Brewin’, 
which will be performed at Her Majesty’s 
Theatre in the West End in May.

Mrs Glover, former Head of Physics, and Mrs Bice, former Lab Technician, visited school 
this week to present Mrs Kirk with a very special gift.  Mrs Glover had seen a post on our 
Facebook page about students studying body organs in Biology, and she kindly knitted this 
incredible dissected frog model for our students to use. 

Oliver in Year 7 has been practising his 
hygiene skills from Food and Nutrition 
when cooking steak at home.

Year 1 and 2 children have been finding out about the special work of Florence Nightingale 
and that sometimes she is known as ‘The Lady with the Lamp’.  All of the children followed a 
set of instructions very carefully to make their own lamps.

Year 8 Biology students have been learning 
about the nervous system, using pipe 
cleaners to make multi-coloured motor 
neurones.

We hope you enjoy seeing these photographs from our World Book Day celebrations.  Thank you to all of our Prep children and their parents 
and families for yet another round of excellent costumes.  A special mention must be made of Matthew in Year 6 (pictured), who won Mr 
Griffiths’ outfit prize in assembly!
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