
A NOTE 
FROM THE 
CHAIR
I don’t think anyone could 
have predicted a school 
year like 2020 – it certainly 
will live long in the 
memory.
I would like to echo the sentiments 
of Mrs Mackenzie in thanking 
our wonderful team of staff for 
providing excellent teaching and 
learning throughout lockdown. Your 
innovation has been an inspiration to 
us all.

We are determined to continue with 
our phased reopening to welcome all 
year groups back in September and 
are pleased that recent government 
guidance will now allow us to do so. 
We are fortunate to be able to manage 
this safely with large, open spaces and 
small classes.

It was always my aim to ensure no 
child had to leave THS as a result of 
financial	uncertainty	caused	by	this	
pandemic. A further fee freeze for the 
2020-21 academic year will hopefully 
provide further reassurance to many 
parents at such an unpredictable time.

Despite a tough few months, we are 
starting to see light at the end of the 
tunnel. I look forward to being able to 
see and meet with parents and pupils 
alike in the months to come. The 
school was not the same without you.

Mr R R Tindle, Chair of Governors

WELCOME
I am delighted to send you a special newsletter to 
mark the end of a rather unusual year. It is clear 
we have lots to celebrate after another successful 
12 months at Teesside High School, in the face of 
unprecedented challenges.
Whilst the last few weeks have provided some elements of normality (it 
has been wonderful to see the corridors and classrooms come to life once 
more!) it would be remiss of me not to mention the exceptional resilience, 
tenacity	and	flexibility	of	both	our	pupils	and	staff	in	adapting	to	working	
and learning from home. Our distance learning programme has been a 
beacon of best practice and I have been humbled to hear your feedback at 
many points along the way.

I have taken great pride in the way our school community has shone 
through in often dark times. Through virtual VE Day concerts, the weekly 
Clap for Carers, daily pastoral challenges and family quiz nights, the spirit of 
Teesside High School has been at the forefront of everything we have aimed 
to achieve. Without your support and encouragement at home, none of this 
would have been possible. Thank you.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head



BEST 
PERFORMING 
SCHOOL
Teesside High School was named 
as one of the best performing 
independent schools in the North 
East by the Sunday Times earlier this 
academic year.
We were judged to be the 10th highest performing 
private school in the entire North East region.

As	the	tables	solely	reflect	academic	performance,	it	is	
significant	as	a	non-academically	selective	school	that	
we continue to compete so well in this area.

Our staff work incredibly hard to ensure they deliver 
an outstanding teaching and learning experience 
which is personal and tailored to each child, regardless 
of their starting point. Our parents value not only 
the results we achieve, but the way in which we do 
so. Small class sizes and our family-like, nurturing 
environment are integral to our ongoing success.

We are still accepting applications to join our wonderful 
school	in	September.	If	you	wish	to	find	out	more,	please	
email admissions@teessidehigh.co.uk

AUTUMN TERM 
FUNDRAISING 
BEATS 2018 
TOTAL
Teesside High School pupils smashed 
their fundraising target for 2019-20, 
raising more money in the autumn term 
alone than in the previous academic year.

Through a series of initiatives to support both local and 
national	causes,	students	raised	£4417.45	in	the	first	four	
months of the 2019-20 academic year, compared to a total of 
£4285 raised in 2018-19.

Our philanthropic work does not stop there. This year, an 
enhanced enrichment programme allowed pupils to assist in 
their local community with activities such as litter picking, 
or the popular Seniors to Seniors Club which allows Senior 
School students to visit residents at Timothy Hackworth Court 
for a cup of tea and a chat about their day. We look forward to 
continuing our charitable endeavours next year.



DISTANCE 
LEARNING
The last few months have been 
unusual to say the least. Our 
incredibly busy year felt tragically 
cut short as we gathered our 
belongings and prepared to work 
and learn from home.
We are proud to have delivered a comprehensive 
distance learning programme to all pupils since the 
start of the coronavirus pandemic. Our staff worked 
hard to adapt to such a huge challenge, innovating 
and developing new ways of working and using their 
expertise to meet the changing needs of our pupils.

Our	first	two	weeks	of	distance	teaching	and	learning	
felt like a rollercoaster; it was unsettling for many 
pupils	and	they	had	to	dig	deep	to	find	the	resilience	
needed to change from such a familiar routine. They 
did not let us down; we have seen amazing work 
produced during this time. Just last week our Head of 
Biology was able to share her favourite moments from 
Attenborough documentaries with Year 7 students 
exploring predators as part of their learning through 
Google Meet. They followed up the lesson with some 
fantastically creative and imaginative predators of 
their own!

The personalised, tailored learning and outstanding 
challenge and support that Teesside High School is 
renowned for did not stop, it just changed in style. 
Here are some highlights from our time in lockdown:

We were thrilled to receive a certificate 
from the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
last month to update us on our pupils’ 
volunteering efforts.
Over the past year, through completing the volunteering 
section of the award, Teesside High School students have 
amassed over 520 hours of volunteering in their local 
communities. This equates to £2262.00 of social value.

We are really proud of what our DofE community has 
achieved this year and we look forward to safely completing 
expeditions this summer as restrictions are lifted further.

POSITIVE 
SOCIAL VALUE

hours of Key 
Worker provision

960

#THSTogether

12 WEEKS 
of Distance 
Learning12

Google 
Meet 
lessons

2000

OVER 250 
Boasting 
Boards 
awarded

House 
Points 
awarded961

FOREST 
SCHOOL
We do not need an excuse to take 
advantage of our brilliant outdoor 
spaces. Since their return, Prep 
pupils have enjoyed daily PE and 
Forest School sessions, learning new 
sports such as ‘socially distanced 
rounders’ and spending time in our 
beautiful woodland.
It is widely known that Forest School sessions 
have	huge	benefits	for	children,	both	mentally	and	
physically. Nature-based learning is a growing 
phenomenon and, here at Teesside High School, 
we are passionate about the advantages outdoor 
education can offer.

Using 20 online 
learning platforms, 
including Jamboard, 
Padlet, Quizlet, 
Seesaw and more



BACK TO SCHOOL
Our buildings and grounds came alive 
with the sound of purposeful learning 
taking place and children catching up with 
their friends after many months apart 
on Monday 1 June, when we began our 
phased return with Early Years, Year 1 and 
Year 6 being welcomed back to school.
Thanks to our small class sizes and excellent safety measures, 
a further six year groups returned on Monday 15 June.

Years 7-9 remained on their distance learning programme 
for	the	final	part	of	the	summer	term,	but	we	look	forward	
to September when the full THS community is back together 
once more.

PROGRESSION SUPPORT
Students at THS Sixth Form have been benefitting from 
an extensive range of progression support and guidance 
opportunities through lockdown.
Year 12 students have started the exciting process of applying to university. Earlier this 
month	they	all	began	negotiating	the	complex	UCAS	application	form	for	the	first	time,	with	
a live session to get everyone registered and logged in, together with a step-by-step audio 
visual guide to the application process for both students and parents.

A VIRTUAL 
GOODBYE
We broke the school record for the 
number of people in a Google Meet 
earlier in May as we gathered to say 
a very fond virtual farewell to Year 13 
and to mark the end of our Year 11 
students’ Senior School journey.
It was an emotional 
affair, with 
fantastic memories, 
obligatory baby 
photographs, happy 
tears and lots and 
lots of laughs! To 
those leaving the 
THS family, some 
after almost 15 
years, we will miss 
you. Stay in touch 
and good luck.



#TEAMTHS
This year started as busy as any other 
in the PE department, with many hours 
of activities covered in both lessons 
and co-curricular training and over 139 
fixtures played before lockdown. Our 
students worked incredibly hard in the 
range of sports we offer. Their attitude 
and dedication to training and competitive 
fixtures was hugely commendable and 
contributed to the following successes:

U16 County Hockey Tournament Winners
U16 Premiership Netball League Winners
U16 County Hockey League Winners
U16s Teesside District Rugby 10s Runners Up
Year 10A Netball Tournament Winners
U15 County 7s Hockey Tournament Runners Up
U14 County Hockey League Runners Up
U13B County Hockey League Runners Up
Year 8 Premiership Netball League Winners
Year 8A Indoor Hockey Tournament Runners Up
Year 8B Indoor Hockey Tournament Runners Up
U12B County Hockey League Runners Up

In addition to great team efforts, a number 
of individuals have also been recognised 
through our virtual Sports Awards Evening. 
Our main prize winners were:

Alexandra Flint was named Rising Star, 
although Maia Bausor, Phoebe Dailey and 
Emily Fothergill were also congratulated for 
their outstanding progress in Hockey.

Our Junior Sportsman of the Year was 
awarded to Mattie Holmes, and our Senior 
Sportsman award went to Calum Kavanagh.

The Junior Sportswoman award was presented 
to Becky Poppitt whilst Millie Poppitt was 
awarded Senior Sportswoman of the Year.

Finally the Premier Award of the evening 
was re-presented to Catherine Hewitt, 
our outgoing Games Captain.
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CREATIVE ARTS
Although our much anticipated Prep Musical and school performance of School of Rock 
could not take place this year, this did not stop our Creative Arts faculty having one of 
their busiest years to date. Our recent virtual Creative Arts Evening shared a multitude 
of student achievements and talents from across our broad range of creative subjects. 
Highlights from the year include:

FOOD/DT:
n 12 Harland Place 

restaurant takeover
n	 Future	Chef	regional	finalist
n Film, TV and Theatre 

masterclasses in 
conjunction with The 
Northern School of Art.

MUSIC:
n Choir performance at Ripon Cathedral
n Pearl of Africa Children’s Choir visit and fundraising
n Remembrance Service, Christmas Carol Concert, 

formal end of term concerts and Tea-Time 
opportunities for informal performance.

DRAMA:
n Historical costume 

archive experience
n Theatre visits to see 

Jesus Christ Superstar 
and Woman in Black

n Oversubscribed 
Drama Club.

ART:
n Gifted and 

Talented 
workshop with 
Royden Astrop

n Photography 
competition 
as part of 
National 
Science Week

n Seven Artist 
of the Month 
awards.


