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OUR FANTASTIC 
FOREST
We have enjoyed some fun filled 
sessions in Forest School during 
the first two weeks back after 
Easter.
To link in with the Pre-Prep children’s IPC learning 
around Our World, we took to the woods with 
identification sheets to search for different leaves, 
buds, blossom, minibeasts and woodland flowers.

The pupils enjoyed a hunt around and enhanced 
their knowledge of the flora and fauna which call our 
woodland home.  They became very familiar with 
identifying our endless supply of wild garlic! 

To further their understanding of Brilliant Bugs, our 
youngest pupils in Nursery and Reception have been 
following clues and directions that a lovely ladybird 
left for them.  This follows their exploration of the 
story What the Ladybird Heard.  They tracked a trail 
around the woods to help find Olivia, our Forest 
School bear.

As we continually look to improve our outdoor 
education provision, our pupils are loving exploring 
the new areas of the woodland; including the magical 
kingdom, mud kitchen and woodland stage.  All of the 
planned Forest School activities are helping our pupils 
develop a lifelong love and understanding of their 
natural environment. 

The freedom of the ‘forest’ allows our children the 
opportunity to experience remoteness and a realistic 
experience in which they are able to practise their 
skills and further their understanding of a woodland 
environment in all seasons.  A big part of our sessions 
is that pupils of all ages learn to take and manage risks 
and learn to succeed with small, achievable tasks.  

It is a pleasure to be on this journey with them.

Miss Hopkins
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WELCOME
After missing out last year, I know our 

pupils and staff are 
looking forward to a 
busy and enjoyable 
summer term.

I was beyond pleased to be able 
to share some news which has 
been brewing away for many 
months now during the Easter 
break.  After what seemed 
like the longest wait, we were 
finally given the green light 
on an ambitious and exciting 
refurbishment project which 
will significantly improve dining, 
catering and creative teaching 
facilities at Teesside High School.

As building works continue, we 
are starting to see the creation of 
our extended 130-seater Dining 
Hall, gorgeous soon-to-be Coffee 
Bar, and a divided space above 
the Senior Student Entrance for 
new Art and Food and Nutrition 
classrooms.

The project overhauls the spaces 
we have available to bring our 
school and local community 
together, for meetings, talks, 
events, and intervals in our 
popular music and drama 
performances, for example.  

I simply cannot wait to share the 
facilities with you ‘for real’, but 
hope the artist illustrations you 
have seen online and on social 
media give you a little taste of 
what to expect.  Thank you for 
your patience as we undertake 
this project.

I hope you enjoy the opportunity 
to catch up on all things Teesside 
High, particularly as Covid-19 
restrictions ease and we see 
the return of more of the 
popular elements of our offer, 
particularly sporting practices.  

With best wishes for a wonderful  
long weekend.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

MEET OUR GAMES 
CAPTAINS
An introduction to THS Games Captains for 2021-22, Millie 
and Megan in Year 12.
Megan studies Physical Education, 
Biology and Psychology at THS Sixth 
Form.  Now in Year 12, Megan joined 
us to start her GCSEs and has since 
represented the school in a range of 
sports.  She has also assisted in the 
coaching of Prep School Netball. 

Outside of school, Megan plays Netball 
herself for Headlanders Netball Club 
and participates in both swimming and 
surfing. 

Her excellent attitude towards sport 
has led to Megan securing the role 
of Games Captain for the 2021-22 
academic year. 

Millie is also in Year 12 and studies 
Physical Education, Mathematics, 
Chemistry and Drama.  

Millie joined us in Year 6, and has 
contributed to the department in a 
wide range of competitive and co-
curricular sports since then. 

Her efforts were rewarded in Year 
11 when she received the Senior 
Sportswoman of the Year accolade at 
our end of year Sports Awards.

Outside of school, Millie plays Hockey 
for Stokesley and participates in 
swimming and trampolining.

PE Enrichment
It has been fantastic to see our after 
school Junior and Senior sporting 
activities back in full swing this 
week.  Everyone is welcome to join, 
our current timetable is as follows: 

Monday, 4.00pm-5.30pm - Year 5-8 
Cricket (boys and girls welcome at 
all sessions)

Tuesday, 4.00pm-5.30pm - Year 5-8 
Rounders and Year 9-11 Cricket

Wednesday, 4.00pm-5.30pm - Year 
9-11 Rounders.

Miss Turnbull

A tribute to HRH 
Prince Philip, Duke 
of Edinburgh

Like many, we at Teesside High School 
were incredibly saddened to hear of the 
passing of His Royal Highness Prince 
Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, earlier this 
month.

As the award name suggests, the Duke 
founded the DofE programme in 1956, 
and its reach has since spanned 144 
nations across the world.

Teesside High School pupils continue to 
be enriched by the awe-inspiring and, 
for many, life-changing opportunities 
that the award offers.  The skills our 
pupils develop on their numerous day 
hikes and overnight expeditions are 
simply outstanding.

We are grateful to HRH Prince Philip, 
whose far-reaching work supporting 
young people across the world leaves 
an incredible and long-lasting legacy, 
particularly here at THS.

Mrs Mackenzie

D OF E 
AWARDS
Well done to the following 
students who have finished 
sections of their Bronze, 
Silver or Gold Duke of 
Edinburgh awards: 

Rachael Turner - (Bronze) Skill 

Thea Poole - (Bronze) Physical, Skill 
and Volunteering 

Charlotte Sowerby (Bronze) - Physical 
and Skill 

Becky Poppitt (Bronze) - Physical 

Catherine Gu (Silver) - Skill, Physical 
and Volunteering 

Ross Clapton (Silver) - Physical and 
Skill 

Summer Williams (Silver) - Skill and 
Physical

Maia Bausor (Silver) - Skill  

Mazie McKenna (Silver) - Physical, Skill 
and Volunteering 

Freya Williams (Silver) - Physical 

Liam Brittle (Gold) - Physical 

Lexie Bonas (Gold) - Skill 

We look forward to updating you in the 
coming weeks with regards to how our 
Duke of Edinburgh Award provision 
is progressing now that Covid-19 
restrictions are easing.

Miss Hopkins

Once again, her outstanding 
commitment and exemplary attitude 
towards sport has led to Millie being 
awarded the role of Games Captain for 
the next academic year. 

We look forward to working with both 
girls in the near future.

Miss Turnbull
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Caterpillars
The Nursery children have enjoyed finding out all about 
caterpillars this week!

They shared the story of The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar and had fun 

counting how many things the 

caterpillar ate.

The children then looked closer at the 

life cycle of a caterpillar and enjoyed 

finding out about metamorphosis. 

It was very exciting to see how the 

caterpillars transformed into beautiful 

butterflies!

The children then made their own 

butterflies and noticed the symmetrical 

patterns on their wings.  They also 

explored repeating patterns, making 

patterns on their caterpillars, too. 

The children had a great time and are 

looking forward to finding out more as 

we explore our topic, Brilliant Bugs!

Mrs Hannah

Brilliant Bugs
In more of their topic work around 

Brilliant Bugs, the Nursery children 

have been exploring ladybirds this 

week. 

They know that ladybirds like to eat 

aphids and that they are not always red. 

The children had lots of fun enhancing 

their counting skills this week counting 

the spots on ladybirds and trying 

to make the ladybird have the same 

number of spots on each side!

Great work, Nursery.

Mrs Hannah

Pre-Prep Tennis Club
On Monday, our Pre-Prep pupils took 
part in their first ever Tennis Club 
session. 

They focused on their agility by 

setting challenges on the ladders to 
warm up, before learning the basic 
forehand and backhand grip and 
developing their coordination with the 
racket and ball. 

The children picked these skills up 
really well and we look forward to our 
future sessions together!

 Miss Hall and Miss Hopkins

PRE-PREP CLASS 
ASSEMBLY
Excitement levels have been rising in Pre-Prep class over 
recent days as the children have been busy rehearsing for 
their class assembly, Bella Bella Cinderella.

Producing a play based on the fairy 
tale Cinderella linked to the children’s 
literacy work and enabled them to bring 
this well known story to life.   

From trumpeters and ugly sisters to 
the happy couple of Prince Charming 
and Cinderella, all of the children 

had lots of fun working together and 
their performance, which was shared 
virtually with parents, is sure to be 
something they will treasure.  

Well done Pre-Prep class.

Miss Hall

Ladybird Learning

Reception class have been thinking 

and learning about ladybirds this 

week, too.

Aaron has told the class that there 

are 5,000 different species of 

ladybird, but his favourite is the 

common red ladybird with seven 

spots!

Mrs Clapton

IPC Entry Point
To mark the start of their study of Our 
World, Pre-Prep children headed off 
on a treasure hunt to see if they could 
find landmarks to match a given set of 
photographs.  The task really got us 
looking closely at our environment and 
lovely grounds!

Magic Wishes!
Miss Cobby brought her magic wand to 
Reception class today.  She sprinkled 
pixie dust and the children wrote some 
lovely wishes.  We wish lunch was 
chocolate, too!

Mrs Clapton
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Prep STEM Week
The week before the Easter holiday, the children in the 
Prep School enjoyed a busy STEM week.  This year, we 
focused on the theme of Our Diverse Planet and this 
certainly gave us a lot of food for thought.
At the beginning of the week, we 
thought about ‘diverse people’ 
and their differences and abilities, 
acknowledging that everyone is 
unique and has different strengths.  
The different classes explored this 
theme in a number of ways, including 
presentations about autism, Asperger’s 
and Down’s Syndrome, through 
blindfolded playground games and by 
designing new human species.

During the week, we welcomed lots 
of virtual visitors from a range of 
international businesses.  The children 
had the opportunity to explore the 
world of accounting from AbacusBean, 
the area of global transportation from 
Hogg Global Logistics, and a range 
of different branches of engineering 
from Sir Robert McAlpine and Lomons 
Billions.  All of our speakers gave a 
valuable insight into their line of work 
and enthused the children in order to 
give them some more possible careers 
in which to aspire to.

We also focused on bees for a day and 
thought about their importance in 
the world.  This day saw the children 
having the opportunity to make bee 
bombs using seeds that attract bees, 
and taste honey.  During the day the 
children were given a special Forest 
School session to complete a bee fact 
scavenger hunt and to make some bee 
hotels.  The children were also treated 
to a virtual visit from John, a keen bee 
keeper from the Tees Bees group.  John 
showed us inside one of his hives and 
shared a wealth of information with 
the children.  The array of questions 
following his talk certainly showed how 
much the children had learnt and how 
it had raised their curiosity into this 
area.

Later in the week, the children 
completed a morning of escape room 
challenges.  There were 8 challenges 

to tackle, all linked to our theme.  
On the completion of the challenge, 
the children revealed a three digit 
code which allowed them to open 
the padlock and to find the letter 
they needed to ultimately be able to 
unscramble the anagram to escape!

To round off, the children enjoyed an 
art challenge, this time working in their 
houses.  Cleveland House completed 
a world map made up of people from 
around the globe, identifying their 
uniqueness.  Woodside completed 
some fantastic landscape paintings 
and Victoria completed a wonderful 
display thinking about the different 
environments around the world.

The children’s quotes sum up the week 
really well.

“I enjoyed all of the activities that we 
did at STEM week. The activity that I 
liked the most was the Bee Bombs and 
the virtual visitor John from Tees Bees, 
he was really interesting. I really liked 
STEM week this year.” Martha

“I have enjoyed seeing visitors on Google 
Meet because I got to meet interesting 
people. They were interesting because 
of their hobbies, their jobs, their 
personalities and businesses. I have 
also enjoyed seeing the teachers in bee 
costumes!” Pierre

“Although I hate messy things I enjoyed 
making the bee bomb. I liked moulding 
the mud into shapes and mixing it all 
together.  I also really enjoyed tasting 
the honey. My favourite honey I tried 
was the set one. It was really smooth 
and tasted very sweet.” Lexie

The Prep School certainly had a busy 
week but there was a great buzz as 
the children had the opportunity to 
explore STEM in a variety of exciting 
ways. 

Mrs Kennedy

ACTIVE PLANET
Lower Prep have enjoyed making and decorating their own 
volcanoes as they finish their topic Active Planet.  
They had to think carefully about the 
shape of the volcanoes and worked 
hard to include a cone shape and 
some detail on the side showing how 
the lava can form different ridges.

Once completed, the children had 
great fun erupting them using a 
mixture of bicarbonate of soda, 
water, washing up liquid and 
vinegar.  We were excited to find that 
more bicarbonate of soda meant 
the eruptions felt more explosive, 
whereas more vinegar mean the 
eruptions were slower but lasted for 
longer.

Miss Lockerbie

Prep School; 
Co-curricular 
Provision

Co-curricular activities have started 
this week, however pupils in the 
Prep School have been enjoying their 
enrichment sessions since the first 
week of the term. 

In my Track and Field activity, pupils 
have already undertaken several 
competitive events.  Last week, pupils 
ran the 60m and 100m sprints, with 
Lily clocking an impressive 13.51 
seconds in the 100m.  This week it 
was the turn of the 200m, a tricky 
event to master as judging the correct 
pace can be extremely difficult.  Lily 
again recorded the fastest official time 
of 38.37 seconds, however John was 
victorious in the grand final. 

Next week the difficulty steps up a 
notch as pupils take on the 400m.  I 
have warned them to expect their 
thighs to burn! 

Mr Griffiths

Roots, Fruits and Shoots!
The children in Upper 
Prep 1 have started their 
new IPC units, Roots, 
Fruits and Shoots.

As part of our Entry 
Point, the children went 
out in to our beautiful 
school grounds to try 

and identify the many 
trees that we have.

Mrs Kennedy
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Holly, Year 8
How long have you been at THS? 
11 years.

What are your favourite subjects 
at school? French and Art.

What are your hobbies and 
interests?  Physically, I enjoy the 
martial art Tang Soo Do, surfing and 
drawing, and I have great interest 
in Women’s rights and reading.

What is a funny or interesting 
fact about yourself? My cats are 
called Catalina and Gobalino.

Who is the person you most 
admire and why? I most admire 
Emmeline Pankhurst because 
she was greatly involved in the 
Women’s Suffrage Movement in 
England.  She was also one of the 
founding members of WSPU and 
she risked her life doing what she 
believed in. 

Why is the school council 
important? I believe that the 
School Council is important 
because it gives students the 
opportunity to influence and to 
have a say in how our school runs, 
and it ensures that every student 
gets to put their ideas forward.

What would you hope to achieve 
as a school councillor? I’m 
passionate about having equal 
opportunity across genders for our 
school uniform, for example girls 
being able to wear trousers.

Meet the School Council
In this continuing feature, Freya in Year 11 explains the 
Senior School Council’s progress in recent weeks and 
introduces profiles to allow you to get to know the School 
Council team a little better.
Our latest School Council meeting 
was on Friday 19 March.  We further 
discussed our school’s commitment 
to being more environmentally aware, 
which led to us thinking about both 
the major developments the school 
has already implemented (such as 
our keycard printing system and new 
energy-saving lights) as well as the 
future possibility of making lights 
automatic, saving further electricity. 
Alongside this we thought about how 
small things will make a big difference 
such as the possible continuation of 
using online documents for classwork 
and new recycling bins to separate our 
waste in social spaces around school. 
Our Head Boy and Head Girl will 
discuss other ideas such as viability of 

new solar panels (to add to the ones 
we already have) and waste disposal 
when they meet with the Head and Site 
Manager in the coming weeks.

Other points raised included queries 
about uniform, and we hope to discuss 
some possible changes to certain items 
with the Senior Leadership Team as 
soon as possible.  Finally, to add to our 
current Covid-safety measures around 
school, we have asked for more social 
distancing dots to be laid out for Year 
10 and 11 lining up on a morning.  The 
council also felt the changes made to 
locker areas has helped with concerns 
over potential year group mixing as 
discussed at the last meeting.

Freya

Second Hand 
Uniform

Did you know?  

We are proud to offer a second hand 
uniform service, selling immaculate and 
nearly new uniform items to parents 
across the school. 

This is a parent-led service with funds 
going directly to the school PTA. 

Donations can be left at Reception in 
bag labelled FAO Second Hand Uniform, 
and purchase enquiries can be made 
via email: secondhanduniform@
teessidehigh.co.uk

A stock list is available, and this is 
circulated each month to those signed 
up via email so parents are aware of 
what is available.

Prospective parents are also eligible to 
sign up for this service.

Please consider donating your nearly 
new uniform if you are having a spring 
clean - your donations are greatly 
appreciated.

Miss Hockney

Eva, Head Girl
How long have you been at THS? 
8 years.

What are your favourite subjects 
at school? Biology, and I loved 
French at GCSE.

What are your hobbies and 
interests? I enjoy reading and 
watching medicine-related 
documentaries, and I’ve been 
learning British Sign Language in 
my spare time.

What is a funny or interesting 
fact about yourself? I was born 
in the Netherlands, we moved to 
England when I was young.

Who is the person you most 
admire and why? One recent 
person who stands out to me 
is Dr Kate Granger. She headed 
the ‘Hello my name is’ campaign 
which involved improving 

communication between patients and 
doctors and ensuring people are treated 
as a whole rather than simply as an 
illness, all whilst undergoing treatment 
for terminal cancer herself.  Sadly she 
passed away in 2016, however her legacy 
has changed patient care for the better.

Why is the school council important? 
School council is the opportunity for 
students to share their ideas for the 
school and have their voice, and it’s 
something which allows us to make the 
changes that people want to see.

Dylan, Year 9
How long have you been at THS? 2 
and a half years.

What are your favourite subjects 
at school? My favourite subjects are 
Latin, Biology, PE and Art.

What are your hobbies and 
interests? I enjoy art, sport, gaming, 
and watching TV.  My favourite sports are surfing, rock climbing, snowboarding 
and cycling.  In terms of art, I specifically enjoy drawing, canvas work, and 
creating flip books.

Who is the person you most admire and why? I don’t admire any one 
specifically, but the most inspiring person for me would be an underdog. 
Someone who had fallen over so many times, but had the resilience, self-control, 
determination, and passion to get back up every time.  If people thought that 
their goals were unachievable, especially by them, and then that person went 
on and smashed everyone’s judgements, proving them wrong.  I also like funny, 
kind, wacky, and intelligent people.

Why is the school council important? I enjoy school council because it is 
satisfying to contribute to the school as a student who can see the issues, 
and then watch them be resolved.  I like how every suggestion in a meeting is 
respected, and even if it sounds silly, people listen to you.  It is also nice having 
people come to you, and give you suggestions for upcoming meetings.  School 
Council is very important because the students are experiencing the issues of 
the school first hand, and so they can address these issues better than anyone 
else.  I also feel that it is good for the students, being a council member comes 
with many life skills; reliability, working well with others, independence, 
confidence, and many others, too.

What would you hope you manage to achieve as a school councillor? I 
hope to achieve the life skills that school council offers.  The imagination and 
observation it takes to come up with ideas, and improvements for the school. 
The courage, and confidence to contribute within a committee of respected 
people.  The listening and social skills to both understand, and show that you 
are respecting the person who is making a suggestion.  And the independence 
of remembering meetings, asking people what they would like to see added/
taken away from the school, understanding when to contribute, and many other 
things.

We look forward to sharing further School Council student profiles with 
you in future editions of our newsletter.
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Flying Futures
Year 11 and Year 12 students 
were excited this week to have a 
visit from Meg Campbell of Flying 
Futures to discuss the work of 
volunteers with the NCS. 

In the past, several THS Sixth Form 
students have benefited greatly 
from volunteering with the National 
Citizenship Service, working for 
three weeks in the summer on a 
range of projects, from setting up a 
music festival to re-wilding part of 
the grounds of a stately home. 

All young people get to mix with a 
broad cross-section of society and 
cultures, perhaps for the first time, 
and get to pick up those soft skills 
that make a good future employee, 
as well as a good citizen; prepared 
to contribute to their community 
and create a better environment for 
everyone. 

Often these weeks offer a first 
taste of independence, tackling 
challenges as a team and taking 
on personal hurdles as students 
get out of the comfort zone of 
their own social circle and familiar 
routines. 

Our Sixth Form students have 
gone on to repeat the experience, 
returning to NCS as leaders and 
coaches, with one boy describing 
having to lead a team of younger 
boys as “the hardest and most 
rewarding three weeks of my life”. 

In a year when horizons have 
narrowed for all, it’s great to see 
Year 11 and Year 12 students 
excited by the thought that the 
world is, once again, their oyster. 

Miss Bird

Artist of the Month
Our Artist of the Month for April is 

Catherine Gu in Year 11.  

Since arriving at Teesside High, 

Catherine has worked tirelessly to 

create the highest standard of work she 

can.  

Her quirky, illustrative style can clearly 

be seen in her final piece for her 

identity project.  

The project looks at how people change 

their identity over time and sees an 

alternative identity pouring out of 

a teapot.  This piece, created mainly 

via virtual learning, is a testament to 

Catherine’s hard work.

Mrs Machan

THE ESU’S RHETORIC 
IN SHAKESPEARE 
PROJECT
THS is one of only six schools in the country that will 
be taking part in a project that will offer our students 
the opportunity to work with professionals within the 
entertainment industry over the summer and autumn terms 
on the use of rhetoric within Shakespeare and beyond.
We are delighted to be working with 
the newly formed Khebra Theatre 
Company which includes Iqbal Khan, 
Benet Brandreth and Edward Bennett.  
Iqbal Khan is a hugely successful and 
experienced theatre director with 
multiple credits worldwide, including 
the RSC, Royal National and Globe 
Theatres.  Benet Brandreth is an award-
winning public speaker and debater, 
QC, novelist and rhetoric expert with 
many years’ experience in theatre as 
a practitioner and performer.  Edward 
Bennett is an award-winning actor 
with 18 years’ experience in theatre, 
film and television; his theatre credits 
include the RSC, Royal National Theatre 
and Michael Grandage Company.

Working through the ESU, Khebra’s 
network of professional actors and 
practitioners, all with extensive 
experience at the highest level in all 

areas of the industry, will be available 
to work with our students.  Whether 
it be working on specific plays; 
monologues; duologues; devised pieces; 
auditions for drama school; workshops; 
or Q&As, the aim is to tailor those 
actors/practitioners with our school 
to establish a relationship between the 
two and further progress the role of 
the ESU within our school community.  
In addition, our students will help 
produce some video footage to support 
the work of the ESU Performing 
Shakespeare competition for Years 7-9.

It has long been known that a strong 
arts foundation in any educational 
environment improves the academic, 
pastoral and emotional experience for 
students.  We are sure this will be an 
amazing opportunity and look forward 
to sharing more news of this with you.

Mrs Reid

Drama Class of 2021
Year 11 GCSE Drama students have completed their final 
practical performances in school.

They worked very hard, within all 
current guidelines, to learn lines 
and develop their characters for this 
project. 

A big congratulations to our 13 
successful students making up the 
Drama Class of 2021! 

Mr Coates

Art Textiles
Stella in Year 12 is studying for an 

A-level in Art Textiles this year.  

Before the Easter break, Stella had 

started her personal investigation, 

which looked at the use of floral 

imagery in art and textiles 

throughout history.  

This week Stella has been looking at 

how the Ancient Egyptians used the 

symbolism of flowers in their art, 

particularly the chrysanthemum.  

Stella has used the modern 

technology of a laser cutter and the 

ancient art of silk screen printing to 

create Egyptian style prints.  

Her prints in blue reflect the 

stylised versions of flowers seen in 

this culture, as well as the typical 

blue colour often seen in art and 

pottery of that time.

Mrs Machan

Charlie scoops Physics progress award
Charlie was most 
improved student in 9H 
Physics.  Not only has 
he improved three full 
grades from the start of 
the year, his confidence 
has grown exponentially.  

He is a massive rugby 
fan and participant, 
so his reward for this 
achievement was a 
signed photo from 
his favourite player, 
Anthony Watson who 

plays for Bath RFC.  

Covid restrictions mean 
his reward 
has been a 
long time 
coming...
nine 
months! 

Ms 
Goodman
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