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BRAVO CELEBRATION
On Thursday 8 July, we enjoyed our termly Bravo celebration event.  
Students were nominated by their subject and class teachers for going 
above and beyond and for showing 
Bravo-worthy outcomes.
The 21 pupil nominees enjoyed an exclusive morning 
of refreshments, a formal presentation and certificate 
of recognition from the Head and a wonderful treat of 
ice cream!

As Assistant Head responsible for Teaching and 
Learning, I feel very honoured to share this experience 
with the students of Teesside High School; it was lovely 
to see all ages represented, from Nursery to Year 10.

The calibre of work produced and the justifications for 
each nomination were phenomenal.  These were read 
aloud to the group, before everyone had the chance 
to visit a gallery of their work.  At Teesside High, we 
are proud to value and recognise the hard work and 
dedication of our students.  Not only was this event 
a celebration of pupils’ achievements, but a chance 
to take the time to reflect on the year we are leaving 
behind. 

One of my highlights is seeing our pupils tackle the 
Covid-19 situation and challenges they have faced 
head on, taking the opportunity to overcome barriers 
and build resilience.  They have continued to thrive 
and excel, whether at home or in the classroom, 
as a result of their excellent teaching and learning 
provision. 

Mrs Harrington

Wishing all THS families a very happy summer break!
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WELCOME
I hope you enjoy reading this special end of 

term edition of our 
fortnightly school 
newsletter.

...and what an end of term it has 
been!

I am delighted to have made it to 
Friday 9 July and have to admit 
I am breathing a sigh of relief 
that our summer term has not 
been interrupted by Covid-19.  I 
think it is easy to underestimate, 
from the confines of our small 
community, the significant 
disruption other families, 
teachers and pupils are facing 
once again in local schools, 
with self-isolation and bubble 
closures unfortunately becoming 
the norm once again.  

With infection rates rising 
drastically in recent weeks, we 
have been extremely fortunate to 
be unaffected by what is such an 
increasingly unpredictable and 
changing situation.  I owe you, 
as parents, my sincere thanks 
for your perseverance with 
lateral flow testing; equally, my 
thanks go to our entire school 
community for abiding by such 
rigid safety guidance.  Whilst 
what September will bring 
remains unclear, the last 18 
months have taught me there is 
absolutely nothing we cannot 
overcome as a school family.  I 
am so grateful for your support.

The last few weeks have been 
a whirlwind of Sports Days, 
celebrations of success and the 
usual end of term events to mark 
rites of passage as the children 
transition from one area of the 
school to another.  It has been a 
joy to have these events back on 
the school calendar once more.

What is built into the fabric of 
Teesside High School at this time 
is celebrating progress just as 
much as we do achievement; 
recognising those skills and 
qualities not acknowledged by 
formal examinations or tests.  

This was evident in this week’s 
Prep and Senior Celebration 
of Achievement events, and 
showcased in abundance at Prep 
and Senior Sports Days.  The 
resilience, leadership, initiative, 
drive, courage, discipline and 
incredible team spirit that our 
pupils have shown this year 
makes 2020-21 truly remarkable 
for me.  It is an academic year 
that will live long in the memory.

I hope you enjoy reading what 
our pupils have enjoyed getting 
up to during their last few 
weeks of term.  May I take this 
opportunity to wish you a restful 
and relaxing summer holiday - it 
is extremely deserved.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

DofE - Silver
Over the last two weekends, Silver 
DofE groups have embarked 
on their Final Expeditions in 
the Yorkshire Dales.  For both 
weekends the weather was damp, 
but our pupils were set and ready 
for the challenge. 

For the first weekend, the two 
groups started their routes on 
separate footpaths just outside of 
Newsham.  Maintaining a steady 
pace, and with some good grit 
and determination, they arrived 
at camp that evening for a well 
deserved rest.  For the second 
weekend, extra credit must go to 
Group C, who did not let the rain 
stop them completing their day 
hike successfully.  They returned to 
camp and even found enough signal 
that night to watch the England 
match! 

By day two on the first weekend,  
the weather had picked up slightly 
which brightened everyone’s 
spirits.  Both groups showed 
excellent navigational skills, 
meeting all their RV points within 
minutes of their ETAs.  Isabelle 
B and Freya even had enough 
energy to go for a dog walk once 
they had set up camp!  The second 
weekend gave us some spectacular 
thunderstorms, and although a 
little bit soggy the groups managed 
to put their tents up and get ready 
for a night of sleeping under the 
thunder. 

Day 3 on consecutive trips and 
we awoke to sunshine and, in 
turn, some very happy pupils.  All 
three groups showed outstanding 
teamwork skills and met every 
RV point on time.  They were over 
the moon when they reached the 
finish line.  Well done to Euan, Josh, 
Isabelle B, Freya, Catherine, Isabelle 
C, Isabelle G, Betsy, Lily, Maia, Zara, 
Mazie, Summer and Ross who all 
passed their expedition following 
two great weekends.  

Miss Hopkins

SENIOR SPORTS DAY
On Friday 2 July we celebrated yet another fantastic Sports 

Day here at Teesside High.

As always, our pupils were a credit to 

the PE Department and it was lovely to 

welcome parents back on site to watch 

the afternoon events unfold. 

The pupils’ level of commitment and 

sportsmanship was evident throughout 

the day and this made it an exciting 

competition for all involved. 

As the day progressed, competition 

intensified, and a number of long-

standing school records were broken; 

Charlie Watson and Becky Poppitt in 

the high jump with incredible jumps of 

1.68m and 1.48m respectively; Isobel 

Leighton with a new 1500m record of 

5m 47s; Kiyan Bayat with 2m 25s in 

the 800m and Saul Bainbridge with 

an incredible three records now to his 

name - 11.47s in the hurdles, 28.55s in 

the 200m and 13.25s in the 100m. 

Well done, Team THS, and 

congratulations to Cleveland House, 

who emerged victorious on the day.

Mr Thomas and Miss Turnbull
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Wall of Fame
Reception class have been super this 

year with both distance and classroom 

learning.  

They celebrated their achievements 

with a Hollywood-style ‘walk of fame’ to 

show that they are all stars!

Mrs Clapton

Pre-Prep Forest School
To celebrate the children’s final Forest 
School session of the academic year, 
Pre-Prep took to the woods with a 
host of activities set up from base 
camp to the mud kitchen, including 
building dens, making potions, tidying 

weeds, making fairy houses, climbing 
trees and rearranging base camp 
furniture!

Teaching these children has been a 
highlight of my year, they are all so 
enthusiastic and willing to learn about 

our great outdoors.  

I look forward to seeing some familiar 
faces as we explore more of the Forest 
School during summer Holiday Camp!

Miss Hopkins

MARVELLOUS 
MATHEMATICIANS
Year 1 children are continuing to work incredibly hard in 
their Mathematics lessons despite being so close to the end 
of term.

There’s no stopping our Year 1 

Mathematicians.  This week they have 

been working with 2, 3 and 4 digit 

numbers.  The children have been using 

base 10 equipment to make different 

numbers and also add numbers 

together.  The children are most 

definitely ready for the mathematical 

challenges which lie ahead in Year 2.  

Well done Year 1, you are superstars!

Miss Hall

Early Years 

Forest School
We explored learning through 

play in our final Early Years Forest 

School session last week.  

Sophie, Thomas, Connie and 

Georgina in Reception exhausted 

themselves running between each 

of the stations, eager to learn as 

ever!

As a group, we sat and reflected on 

what our favourite aspects of Forest 

School have been this year; playing 

on the swing, hunting minibeasts, 

finding goblins and using the pots 

and pans in the mud kitchen to 

make lots of noise were amongst 

our tip picks.

Miss Hopkins

Letter Formation and 
Counting in Nursery!
Nursery children have been working hard on their literacy 
and numeracy tasks.
This week, the children focused on the 
letters that were in their names.  They 
used water to trace over chalk letters 
to make them magically disappear.  The 
children are working hard to build 
strength in their fingers in preparation 
for writing.  They had lots of fun finding 
the letters that were in their names, 
and also looked for the letters in their 

friend’s names, too!

In Mathematics, the children have been 

using ten frames, counting objects in 

boxes and finding out how many more 

items they would need to make 10.  

Great work, Nursery.

Mrs Hannah

Pre-Prep Memories
As we approached the end of another 
school year, children in Pre-Prep class 
looked back with fond memories on all 
of the great things they have achieved.  

I presented the children with a lovely 
Year Book each and also a photo 
memory keepsake for the Year 2 
children, as they finish their time in the 
Pre-Prep department.

It has been simply wonderful being 
your teacher, Pre-Prep class.

Miss Hall
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PREP SCHOOL COUNCIL
Despite the challenges of another period of lockdown, 
the Prep School Council has continued to work together 
throughout this academic year.

In the autumn term, the children took 
the opportunity to review our child-
friendly anti-bullying policy.  This 
was an important undertaking, and 
the children completed this task with 
diligence in order to ensure that all of 
the Prep School children know what 
to do in the unlikely event of them 
experiencing or witnessing a bullying 
incident.  The children were then 
able to distribute these policy leaflets 
around all the Prep classes so that they 
could be displayed for future reference.

In the spring term, the children turned 
their attention to the importance 
of community and worked hard to 
produce an assembly for the rest of the 
Prep children.  They thought carefully 
about the importance of community 
work to them as individuals and the 
benefits to the community.  They were 
able to suggest some great ways to 
involve themselves in both the school 
and local community further.  The 
children also overcame the challenge 
of distance learning and were able to 
complete a couple of meetings online 
to ensure that this assembly could 
be completed in a timely manner.  
This assembly was well received by 
the Prep children who were able to 
appreciate many of the ways in which 
they could be involved.  We are hoping 
to be able to move forward with some 
of these ideas in September, once we 

will be facing hopefully fewer Covid 
restrictions.

This term, the children have been 
thinking about how they can be more 
eco-friendly.  They have considered 
the steps that our school have already 
taken in order to reduce our carbon 
footprint and agreed that we were 
moving forward in the right direction.  
The council representatives did 
however suggest that some recycling 
bins would be beneficial for the Prep 
playground to encourage the children 
to recycle the waste from their morning 
snacks.  Mrs Williams agreed that this 
would be a good idea and so several 
members of the school council met with 
Mr Herbert to discuss the practicalities 
of installing these bins.  Following this 
incredibly positive meeting, we will be 
ordering some recycling bins which will 
hopefully be in place for September.

I would like to thank all of the members 
of this year’s Prep School Council who 
have worked very well together and for 
the benefit of our school community.  It 
has been a real pleasure to be able to 
be involved with such an enthusiastic 
and committed group of children.  Next 
year’s representatives have a tough act 
to follow.

Well done to you all.

Mrs Kennedy

Year 6 Celebration 
Afternoon
On Wednesday 7 July, Year 6 pupils marked the end of their 
time in the Prep School by enjoying a celebration afternoon 
at Tees Barrage International White Water Centre.  Amelia, 
Ava and Shreya share their thoughts on the day below.

It was extremely fun and the instructors 
were both kind and helpful.  We spent 
three hours learning how to do stand up 
paddle boarding (SUP) and kayaking.  
Unsurprisingly we got really wet and I fell 
in quite a few times!  I went really fast in 
the kayak but unfortunately I went a bit 
too fast and fell in straight away.

I also was able to stand up in my kayak 
and I thought that was really cool!  I tried 
to stand up again when we did paddle 
boarding and I managed to do it and I 
was even able to paddle while standing 
up!  This required great balance.  While 
on the water we all played fun and 
inventive games, completed challenges 
and even had some races.

Once we had managed to get out of our 
wetsuits and had dried off we headed to 
Pizza Hut for our dinner.  The food there 
was awesome and I had some ice cream!

I really enjoyed doing all the activities, 
but I think my favourite was kayaking 
even though I fell off my board five times!

Amelia

On Wednesday, Year 6 went to Tees 
Barrage for their moving on trip.  It was 
epic!  There were a lot of people falling in 
the water, including me.  We did paddle 
boarding and kayaking for three hours. 
It was so much fun!  My favorite part was 
trying to stand up on the paddle boards 
and playing stuck in the mud on the 
kayaks, as when we were stuck we usually 

drifted into bushes.  Overall I had an 
amazing time, it really feels like I am 
going into senior school now. 

Ava

Tees Barrage was amazing, and it was 
nice to be able to go somewhere with 
my friends after what felt like years 
of lockdown.  I really enjoyed paddle 
boarding, even though I fell in more 
times than I could count!  I managed to 
stand up on the board, which I was very 
proud of, even if I fell in immediately 
after.

My favourite part of the trip was the 
kayaking, because at the end, we got 
to play stuck in the mud in our kayaks, 
which I thought was thrilling as we had 
to paddle in the water faster than ever 
to get away from our friends chasing us! 
Overall, I had a great time, and it was 
an amazing way to end Year 6 at THS.

Shreya

Upper Prep IPC
The children in Upper Prep 1 are 
coming to the end of their latest IPC 
unit, Existing, Endangered, Extinct.  

This unit has focused primarily on 
animals and their habitats and life 
cycles.  The children have also had the 
opportunity to consider examples of 
both vertebrates and invertebrates 
and consider how these animals are 
suited, or have indeed adapted to their 
environment.  

Over the last few lessons the children 
have turned their attention to 
microorganisms and prepared and 
presented group presentations to 
explain one example of these, for 
example, salmonella, viruses, mould 
and yeast.  Within these presentations, 
the children were also asked to 
consider whether their microorganism 
was friendly or harmful.  The children’s 
presentations were very informative 
and well delivered and I am very proud 
of their efforts in this task. 

In the last few lessons of this unit, 
the children will be considering the 
importance of biodiversity and the 
action that we need to take as a global 
society in order to prevent more 
species becoming endangered or 
extinct. 

This has been a very popular unit of 
work with so many avid animal lovers 
in our form.

Mrs Kennedy
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Drama at THS
I would like to send a large and 

sincere thank you to our whole 

school community for supporting 

Drama at THS this year - it has been 

rather challenging at times! 

At the start of the year I asked some 

Year 8 students what they thought 

Drama was.  I am pleased to share 

some of their thoughts;

Drama is the art of storytelling.

Drama is acting but with feeling.

Drama flows like the river because 

you can do Drama forever.

The above photograph shows 

a scene from Ernie’s Incredible 

Illucinations by Alan Ayckbourn 

performed by Finley and Holly in 

Year 7. 

It has been an incredible year full of 

rich and varied activities in Drama. 

Thank you for your support, and 

have a wonderful summer.

Mr Coates

Hot off the 
press!
I am very excited to share 
details of a fantastic project 
for the autumn term.

Teesside High School will be 
participating in All Together Now - a 
brand new global initiative to make 
theatre history with the first-ever Music 
Theatre International global fundraiser.  

Schools and theatre companies around 
the world will be making the most of an 
amazing opportunity to help kick-start 
their season after the devastation we all 
experienced in 2020 due to Covid-19, 
and to celebrate the return of live music 
and theatre.

Productions will be held during the 
weekend of 12 November 2021 and 
will feature a vast array of songs from 

well-known favourites such as Matilda, 
Beauty and the Beast, Oliver!, Mamma 
Mia, Hairspray and High School Musical, 
as well as brand new hits from more 
recent productions; there really is 
something for everyone to enjoy!

Make a note in your diary for what 
promises to be a fantastic evening of 
music!  More details to follow on how 
to be involved in this exciting event, so 
keep checking those inboxes.

Mrs Shevels

INTERNATIONAL WEEK
Two weeks ago, we celebrated Teesside High School’s 

International Week. 

Students took part in a range of 

activities to celebrate all things 

international, from the diverse range of 

languages spoken by staff and students 

here, to learning about French and 

German speaking footballers, musicians 

and film stars.

Well done to Álvaro, Neel, Josh and 

Barnaby for your enthusiasm in taking 

part in our treasure hunt quizzes. 

Also, a really big well done to all of the 

form groups for their international 

knowledge in the form time quiz.  I 

think that the music round was a big 

hit!

We also celebrated the winners of some 

of the competitions and projects that 

we have run this year. 

Well done to Ed, Annabel, Alexander, 

Holly, Rohan, William and Barnaby 

for their wonderful superheroes that 

they created as part of our Design a 

Superhero competition that we ran 

earlier in the year. 

Well done also to our Year 7 French 

students who created some beautiful 

descriptions of artwork and reproduced 

the famous painting they described. 

We are already looking forward to 

next year in the MFL Department, with 

(hopefully) a trip to Berlin and an even 

bigger International Week, among 

other things. 

Schöne Ferien and Bonnes Vacances!

Frau Butterfield

Creative Arts 
Evening

Last week, we were pleased to share 
a snapshot of our talented students’ 
work from across the faculty in a virtual 
Creative Arts Evening.

For parents and students who may 
not have experienced this before, the 
Creative Arts Evening is ordinarily 
an event which invites the school 
community to enjoy a live showcase 
of work from across the faculty.   
Historically, it includes exhibitions from 
both DT/3D Design and Art, alongside 
delicious catering prepared by the Food 
and Nutrition Department.  Students 
then take to the stage and perform both 
vocally, instrumentally and through 
wonderful Drama performances. 

We cannot wait to invite you back into 
school to relaunch this celebration 
evening in our fantastic new facilities, 
but in the meantime, please do not 
forget to watch online!

https://youtu.be/QxkYHgtCy9A

Miss Storey

Giacometti
In Art this term, Year 8 students have 
been creating 3D work for the first 
time.  

Inspired by the twentieth century artist 
and sculptor Giacometti, students have 
created sculptures using wire and 
modroc.  Having researched the effects 
of World War II on Giacometti’s work, 

which resulted in fragile elongated 
figures, pupils used their prior 
knowledge of proportions to mould 
materials creatively and submit their 
own modern interpretation.    

They have produced some fabulous 
results!

Mrs Machan
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