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Magazine Editorial 

We had a meeting in March to decide what articles to put into the magazine this. It has 

been a very strange year with the Covid lockdowns and being unable to host our AGM and 

Luncheon in 2020 and now looking to postpone the 2021 luncheon. The Corona virus has 

affected our way of life at the moment so we have not received as much as usual in the case 

of news from past members. 

We are always grateful for contributions from members – an article about an interesting 

hobby, holiday or job as well as news about families, especially their marriages and births.  

Please send any articles for the next Magazine to Caroline Chapman. 

 Caroline Chapman (Alder) caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com   

Subscriptions 

This year as we are not having a Luncheon I will be emailing as many members as I have 

email addresses for to remind them of any outstanding subscriptions. Where subscriptions 

have been outstanding for more than 3 years at 1.4.20, your membership will be cancelled 

and you will receive no further magazines.  

We hope that you will renew your membership in order that you do not miss out on keeping 

up with the news. As you can appreciate it costs a lot to print and send out the magazine 

and as postage goes up each year. Our funds raised from subscriptions and other 

fundraising go towards our donations to Local Charities so your contributions are invaluable. 

Subscriptions are still only £5 per year or £20 for 5 years. 

 

Chairman’s Letter 

Before I began writing this letter I thought it a good idea to remind myself as to what I 
had written in 2020. At that time schools had closed, people were isolating and like 
most of the country I went into lockdown. It was scary wondering what was going to 
happen.  

We probably all know someone who has suffered because of the pandemic, it's been 
an incredibly difficult year but it's not all been bad news. The pandemic has 
highlighted our strengths and has made me rewrite my priorities and what matters 
most to me. 

I have spent the past year doing many things that I would not normally have done. 
My garden has never looked so good. I've painted fences, grown vegetables and 
made flower arrangements with flowers I have grown myself. I got to know my 
neighbours . We talked over fences, celebrated VE Day with bunting and had 
afternoon tea sitting on our drives. We swapped fruit and vege, made chutney and 
cakes, shopped for each other and cut the lawns for those unable to do it 
themselves. 
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I walked around the local area each day and discovered new places on my doorstep. 
I played golf when I could. When the winter set in I continued with my flower 
arranging and joined an on line art class run by the VC Gallery in Wales and through 
our Zoom sessions I have met fellow art students from  the UK, America and Canada 
I really look forward to the classes and I've learned such a lot. 

Zoom has been a lifeline. It's kept me in touch with my family in Wales, my Brownies, 
Tees West Division Guiders, the WI  and  the FSA. It's been great to see everyone 
as well as talk over the Internet. 

Keeping busy and discovering new hobbies has helped get me through this past 
year. I am so looking forward to spending time with my family and friends. I've really 
missed the companionship of others and look forward to getting back to face to face 
meetings and resuming all the other activities that have been put on hold. 

Unfortunately there won't be an annual lunch this year however I look forward to 
welcoming you to the next one which will be in 2022. 

With best wishes, 

Helen Vaughan 

If you feel that you could spare three evenings a year plus attending the AGM/Annual 

Luncheon and you live near the school where meetings are held, then please get in touch 

with Caroline Chapman. caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com  

 

 

 
Teesside  High Former Students’ Association Awards 

This year our Senior Speech & Drama Trophy  went to Henry Scothon for Public Speaking 

The Alexandrina Ruth Chalmers  Award presented to the person chosen by the Head for 

his/her outstanding contribution to the School in 2020 went to Katie Bainbridge 

 

Thank you: 

Joyce Willis (Cartwright) would like to thank School and all Former Students’ and friends, for 

their cards and kind messages, after Arthur died last year. QVHS and THS were very dear to 

his heart and he always enjoyed meeting his former pupils and hearing of their successes in 

life. Nearly everyone mentioned his sense of humour, so perhaps the geography lessons had 

been fun (sometimes!). Joyce and daughter Jane and family much appreciate your kindness 

and friendship. Thank you. 
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President’s Report 

As we slowly emerge from the most recent lockdown, this seems an opportune time to look back 

and review the last year at Teesside High School.   

Whilst March 2020 saw the nation batten down the hatches and prepare for a lockdown before 

Easter, we naively told ourselves ‘it's just a couple of weeks’ and ‘we’ll be back for the summer 

term’.  Clearly no one could have foreseen the next twelve months. 

Here at school we responded quickly to deliver high quality online learning to our students with 

an investment in teacher Chromebooks to help deliver face to face teaching from home, keeping 

pupil engagement high.  I am very proud of all our staff who worked tirelessly under difficult 

circumstances, many with children of their own to juggle, delivering excellent lessons with 

compassion and support for those who were struggling to adjust to the new way of working.  

Whilst I am forever thankful to my staff, I am also proud of our THS families.  In school last year 

we had already been increasing our use of Google Classroom; teachers had undergone training 

as part of our normal scheduled CPD programme, but many of our families were unfamiliar to 

this platform.  Nevertheless, they embraced its use, enabling their children to enjoy Google Meet 

lessons with resources and stretch and challenge exercises available on different subject sites.  

Year 11 subjects benefitted from a unique Google Classroom transition platform, enhancing 

their subject knowledge ahead of the leap to A-level. 

It was Charles Dickens who said ‘it was the best of times, it was the worst of times’.  The 

resilience and determination shown by our whole school community is something we should be 

very proud of.  We worked hard to support each other, with weekly welfare calls home to check 

how everyone was managing.  Very little learning was lost over the lockdown period, with 

student engagement at 97% and our examination results in the summer showing that our 

students still made significant progress. 

As we now look ahead to the future, our biggest project on the horizon is the refurbishment of 

the catering and dining facilities at the school, alongside Art and Food and Nutrition classrooms.  

This will not only provide an enhanced dining experience, but also increased space and seating 

for our growing student numbers.  This project also cements our commitment to the continued 

development of the creative arts department; indeed, this is a very exciting time to join Teesside 

High School!  This long-term planning demonstrates that we have not stood still over the last 

year, there have been many positive improvements around school including new social spaces 

and additional seating outside, classroom refurbishments and IT developments.  

Our students continue to play an important part in our local community with charity 

fundraising, volunteering and challenge activities ongoing.  Whilst trips and visits have naturally 

been put on hold, we have become more creative in how we deliver our gifted and talented 

programme, welcoming expert speakers and industry leaders via Google Meet as part of our 

STEM Week, for example.   We have maintained our exceptional extra-curricular provision, with 

entrepreneurial projects thriving and virtual musical and creative events held across the year. 

In a world where circumstances have been changing rapidly, I am pleased to say that THS has 

been flexible, creative and resilient in its mission to deliver education as it should be and I am 

thankful that we have weathered the storm of the last 12 months well, with all our community 

safe, healthy and happy. 
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Leavers of 2020 

 

We have continued to send our leaving students out into the world with open and enquiring 
minds. Our ten highest achieving students this year, all with straight A/A* grades, have diverse 
futures ahead, with Durham University being a popular choice for subjects such as Physics and 
Psychology.  In a very challenging year, 100% of our students progressed to their first choice of 
university, with 60% of our Sixth Formers moving on to Russell Group Universities, compared 
with a regional average of 8% and an independent school national average of 34%. Our medics 
this year will be studying at Imperial College London, Kent, and Leeds Medical School. Our pre-
med hopefuls have continued their unbroken seven year record of getting an offer from every 
medical school to which they apply, something achieved by fewer than 2% of candidates 
nationally, and it has been interesting to see how Covid has actually raised interest in medical 
careers.  
 

 
Each application tells a story of an individual’s own burgeoning intellectual curiosity, their 
growing confidence that there is a place for them that is the perfect fit for their passions and the 
subjects in which they can happily immerse themselves. Our gradually changing demographic 
has been encouraging us to find the right future for each individual, to break personal targets 
rather than making every student fit the mould of narrow and traditional academic 
achievements. Students are taking up places to study quantity surveying, animal management 
and broadcast journalism at some of the best institutions in the country.  
 

Kirsty McKenzie  (Headmistress) 

 

This is a copy of the picture we will be donating to the School in recognition of our 120th 

Anniversary of the Association. It is entitled “Making Friends” by Lucy Pitaway,           

former student of THS. A plaque has yet to be obtained to place on the mount. 
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Trophies award by the School during 2020 

Allison Art & design Marnie Smith Highest mark at GCSE 

Anderson Cup for Chemistry Elenor Bausor A Level achievement 

Chamberlain Cup Peta Collins  

Charities Tropht Adrianna Hughes Raising the most for charity 

Commodore Award for Science Hani Yousef Year 10 promising scientist 

Cudgington German Cup Issabelle Blackburn Best German student yr 10 

Hilary French House  Victoria Hope  

Junior Classical Civilisation Cup Ellis Etteridge Year 9 best student 

Junior drama  Alexander Stonehouse  

Junior Sports Woman Becky Poppitt  

Junior Sportsman Martty Holmes  

Lara Menzies Cup Lucy Branch High achievemnet for all sciences 

Lydia Neave Cup for Psychology Matthew Thompson  

Millie Allen Cup for Geography Eva Vellupilli  

Miss Jones Music Trophy Lydia Wilson Greatest contribution to music 

Miss Mather French Cup Abbie smith Best overall in French (oral & 
written) 

Rising Star Alexander Flint  

Senior Drama Trophy Victoria Bell  

Senior Sports Woman Millie Poppitt  

Senior Sportsman Callum Kavanagh  

Service to the School Freya Williams  

Spirit of Adventure Ross Clapton For effort & personal achievemnet 
in challenging activities 

Sports Personality of the Year Catherine Hewitt  

Stewart Music Cup Lydia Watson Excellence in singing 

The Al-Qazzaz Business Cup Katie Bainbridge Achievemnet in Business studies 

The Bartlett Cup Ammy Atwal Awarded to Head Boy 

The Evans Trophy Matthew Hall Pupil showing most promise in ICT 

The Governors Award for 
Academic Excellence 

Elena Bausor  

The Jenkinson Economics Cup Ellie Clapton Achievements in Economics 

The Julia Cup Cathy Hewitt Best piece of original English writing 

The Lewis Latin Trophy Hannah taylor Excellence in Latin at GCSE 

The Patterson Orchestral Cup Euan Wilson Contribution to the School 
Orchestra 

The Simpson Mathematics Cup Charlotte Sowerby Performance in Mathematics in Year 
9 

The Tuckett Junior Latin Cup Charlotte Sowerby Best Latin in Year 9 

The Vickers Trophy Gabriella Bell Awarded t  Head Girl 

The Wardhaugh Cup Ammy Atwal & Olivia 
Wood 

Enthusiasm and motivation in 
Biology 

Thompson History Cup Alexander Stonehouse Outstanding Historian in Year 9 

Wendy Barton Trophy Catherine Hewitt Academic achievemnet in Sports 
Studies 
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SAVE THE DATE 

ZOOM AFTERNOON TEA  24TH JULY 3PM 

Enjoy your own afternoon tea whilst chatting to other THFSA 

members and partaking in quizzes and bingo 

 

 

 

Details will be sent out nearer the date by email, if we have your email 
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AN EXTRACT FROM “THE VICTORIAN “ IN 1954 
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PAM ROYLE 

Pam Royle is leaving as the award-winning main news presenter for ITV News Tyne Tees and Border 
after a TV career spanning nearly 40 years. The announcement was made to her colleagues on 
Monday and Pam described it as "one of the hardest decisions I have ever had to make". 

She said: "I’ve had a wonderful time working for ITV Tyne Tees and ITV Border but, at this stage of 
my life, I want to explore other opportunities as a freelance and find a better work-life balance." 

Pam joined Tyne Tees in 1983 as a weather presenter and, after spending time working for London 
Weekend Television and TV-am in London, she returned to her home region in 1989 to become a 
main presenter for Tyne Tees. 

She has co-anchored programmes such as Northern Life, Tyne Tees Today, and Your Town On The 
Telly, as well as her current role fronting ITV News Tyne Tees and ITV Border News programmes. 

She has also researched, produced, and presented reports and documentaries filmed in Norway, 
South Africa and USA. 

Career highlights include being part of a BAFTA-winning team behind coverage of the Cumbrian 
shootings in 2010, winning three Royal Television Society presenter of the year awards, and a 
Variety Club silver heart for “outstanding contribution to TV and charity”. 

Michaela Byrne, head of News and Programmes for ITV Tyne Tees and Border, said: "Pam’s 
contribution to Tyne Tees, and more latterly ITV Border, has been immense and she is a much-loved 
figure whose warmth and authority radiate off the screen. 

"We are very sad that she has decided that it’s time to leave us and all of us at ITV will miss her, but 
we wish her the very best of luck in the future." 

Co-presenter Ian Payne, who has worked alongside Pam on-screen since 2009, added: "Pam’s been a 
constant friend and trusted colleague through my whole career, and it’s a real blow that our on-
screen partnership is coming to an end. 

"She’s a dream presenting partner and my true friend, and I’m going to really miss having her 
alongside me." 

In 2016, Pam – a mother-of-two and now a grandmother – issued a public warning about the 
dangers of skin cancer after a melanoma was discovered on her leg. Though fully recovered, she said 
the experience had made her re-evaluate her life. 

Her off-screen commitments include serving as patron of the Great North Air Ambulance, and as a 
Deputy Lieutenant of County Durham. 

Celebrities and prominent figures from the North-East have joined in the tributes:- 

The Lord Lieutenant of County Durham, Sue Snowdon, said: "Pam has been on our screens for over 
30 years and I'm sure that many will miss her warm smile and wonderful effervescent personality on 
air. 

"Generous with her time, kind-hearted and sincere, Pam has made a huge contribution to our region 
through her television work and her continued and much valued support and encouragement of 
local charities. I wish her well as she moves into the next chapter in life." 

Joe McElderry, winner of The X Factor in 2009, said: "I knew Pam from being a child, seeing her on 
the news, and it’s no secret I was slightly obsessed with her! 
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"She became a wonderful friend of mine during my time on and after The X Factor. She is a fantastic 
person but also a fantastic journalist and presenter - a total professional who takes great pride in her 
work." 

North-east actress Denise Welch said: "Pam and I have been friends for probably 25 years. She is one 
of the best presenters I know and, had she chosen to take her career nationwide, would be a 
national treasure as well as a local legend. 

"She has always had the North-East in her heart and loved bringing stories to air that celebrated the 
people and places that make us all proud to call the region home. It’s time to go and find a balance 
that puts family life first, but it won’t be the last we see of her." 

Ray Laidlaw, former member of Lindisfarne and producer of the "Sunday for Sammy" charity shows 
said: "I’ve worked with Pam both on the tellybox and on stage many times and it’s always been a 
great experience. 

"She is one of the very few presenters who look totally at ease and consequently makes her guests 
feel at-home too. Totally professional, warm and clever and also blessed with a mischievous sense of 
humour." 

Auf Wiedersehen Pet actor Tim Healey, added: "I’m gonna miss you pet, the news won’t be the 

same without you. 

"We shall all miss the twinkle in your eye and the passion you hold for the North-East and its people. 

"You are not only a brilliant reporter and newsreader but a great comedy performer too. 

"Thanks for the interviews over the years – nobody could make me feel more at home. You’re a 
legend, pet." 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

EXTRACT FROM 1939 “THE VICTORIAN” 

 

 



13 
 

                                                                REFLECTIONS OF 2020 

Caroline Chapman (Alder) 2020 what a year. January saw us waving our son and girlfriend off on a 5 

month trip to Thailand, Vietnam, Laos, Malaysia and Japan, whilst I went in for a right hip 

replacement. All went well and I was up and about walking without sticks in 2 weeks and enjoying 

my physiotherapy. Little did we know that six weeks later our intrepid couple were battling for a last 

flight home to beat the covid lockdown. £5000 poorer they managed to get a direct flight to 

Heathrow from where they came back to us to isolate for two weeks in a caravan parked on our 

drive, lent to us by a friend until they were able to move back into the house with us. 

February saw us welcome a Granddaughter to our eldest son and his wife Jen. Visits were restricted 

to the outdoors and picnics on our lawn until we formed our childminding bubble and now look after 

her a couple of times a week. 

The warm Spring weather meant we were all able to spend time going for walks, runs in their case 

and with lots of woodland walks on our doorstep they were the envy of their friends in lockdown in 

Manchester in flats. They helped doing some of the heavy jobs around the garden which Peter and I 

had been putting off, like dredging and clearing the pond and laying some gravel paths. Phil’s 

girlfriend Amy managed to set up an office in our lounge and started working from her laptop whilst 

our son Phil started the mammoth task of finding a new job which he had had to give up to go 

travelling unlike Amy. They had also given up their rented property so were homeless, but we 

enjoyed their company.  

Luckily the weather held and our garden bloomed as did the vegetables. Phil and Amy were getting 

used to country living and it made them realise they were done with city life and were going to look 

for somewhere in the Peaks close to plenty of walks. 

September saw Amanda our daughter start a new teaching job in Sheffield which she thoroughly 

enjoys although she has hardly had what we would call a normal day at School since she started. She 

is looking forward to the children all coming back on March 8th. 

Our other son, Ian, a self-employed tattoo artist has had a rough year, working/ not working due to 

covid and not getting much help from the Government. He has been lucky he can live at home whilst 

this goes on and is looking forward to starting again on 12th April, hopefully for good. 

As October came around Phil managed to get a job, but he also contracted covid, possibly whilst at 

his interview travels. He lost his sense of smell and taste was cold and sweaty and very tired. We all 

tried to distance around him hoping and praying that we wouldn’t catch it. We all isolated for 3 

weeks, couldn’t even take the dog for a walk. We were told only to go for a test ourselves if we 

showed symptoms, which luckily, by the grace of God we didn’t and on 31st October we waved Phil 

and Amy off again to start their new adventure living in Glossop, by a woodland and close to the 

Peak moors and reservoirs and a new challenging job for Phil. Amy still works from the house on her 

laptop, perhaps this is the new norm. Also they were refunded their airflight! 

Christmas came and went in a quieter way but we had our new Grandchild to spoil and enjoy the 

wonder in her eyes. She has missed out on play days at soft play and the like but we are all hoping 

that this summer she will able to enjoy that and begin to learn that she is not the only child in the 

world! 
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As I write this the sun is again shining and we look forward to us all having our vaccines and 

lockdown easing so we can visit our friends again and maybe even some staycations. 

Kathryn Gillie (Fawcett)- What a year 2020 was think we were all hoping to get back to a bit of 

normality after Christmas but here we are again and hoping the vaccine will help (I had my first one 

12th Feb). 

I had a busy summer have a big garden which kept me busy and grew a few vegetables am proud To 

say they were good! 

My family kept me going have two daughters both with two children, all home schooled and 
doing very well.  My eldest William will be 15 in March he and two friends from school planned and 
did Coast 2 Coast Whitehaven to Tynemouth in August. Cycling140 miles Williams dad followed by 
car stayed in a hostel over night and completed in two days.  We sponsored them and raised over 
£1000 for Mind their house charity at school.  Carys his sister is 11 and has made a lovely picture 
gallery on the fence outside their house thanking all key workers for their efforts at this time. 
 
My younger daughter works in Intensive Care at Darlington Hospital so has been on the front 
line from the beginning, her husband works in retail and they have managed to juggle shifts for 
childcare. 
 
I have been busy in the garden done a lot of reading also enjoy knitting made hats and mitts 
for Christmas and tea cosies which seem to be back in fashion.  At the moment am knitting hats for 
the premature baby unit at the hospital. 
 
Hoping for another good summer so that we can get outside again and that this will be the 
last Lockdown.  Glad I can drive so that I can do my shopping only go once a week and usually go out 
for a walk daily, weather permitting. 
 

Lockdown notes: Victoria Green (nee Alder) 

When my sister Caroline asked if I’d be interested in writing about what I’d been doing over the last 

year during the Covid-19 pandemic, I wondered what on earth I had to say, as it just seemed like I’d 

been stuck at home for all these months.  However, having jotted down a few notes, I realised there 

was, in fact, quite a lot to report! 

Having exhausted tasks around the house, including a major clear-out of cupboards and wardrobes, 

my husband, David and I found ourselves confined to our house and garden.  We began to notice 

how many more birds there were.  Well, maybe there weren’t really any more, but because we had 

the time to observe them it seemed that way.  Over the last 12 months, we have counted over 40 

different species in our garden, including sparrowhawk, barn owl, yellowhammer and redwing.  We 

were also fortunate to spot 2 cuckoos in a tree by the River Avon, when we were out walking. 

In summer 2020, I took part in the Wildlife Trust’s wildflower count and discovered 26 species in our 

tiny wildflower patch.  In addition, we also spotted seven different animals in the garden, including 

weasel, vole and roe deer and over 10 different insects.  Amongst these, I am happy to say, were 

several wild honey bees. 

I mentioned walking earlier.  It’s many years since I did so much, but it’s been the perfect time with 

fewer cars and people around.  On our walks along the country road where we live, we began to see 

how much litter had been flung down from passing cars, so we decided that while walking, we might 



15 
 

as well collect it, so for very little money we acquired some litter picking equipment and now do a 

weekly clear-up.  Cans of all sorts, wine and beer bottles abound – are people drinking and driving?  

Surely not!!   Fast food wrappings are everywhere and the funniest thing has been a pink bra on a 

gatepost!  Can’t think how it came to be there!! 

I have been doing Pilates classes for about 10 years, so when lockdown came last year, my 

classmates and I were all pretty dismayed, but our excellent teacher decided she could run the 

sessions via Zoom, so we could all participate from our own homes.  This was fabulous – I’ve never 

done so much exercise!! 

I also discovered some Zoom art classes, so I’ve been having a go after 50 years’ abstinence!!  I don’t 

think Miss Shires would have been impressed with my efforts though, nor with the embroidery I 

attempted following a gap of 54 years!! 

I’ve had 2 eye operations and extensive dental work as well, and oh! we did manage to go to our 

house in France for 3 weeks last summer. David and I have had our first Covid jabs and are eagerly 

awaiting the second. I haven’t been bored in the least and I don’t know why I thought there was 

nothing to talk about!!! 

I do hope all of you are keeping well and here’s to the next THSFSA reunion! 

 

Jean Goldsbrough 

 I have not done anything exciting during lockdown but I am lucky to have a lovely local in the village 

by the river Leven. It takes me 40 mins to 1 hour depending on how many people I stop to talk to. I 

have been up Whorl Hill , Swainby to see the bluebells but they were not fully out, perhaps I’ll go 

again next week. I usually go to Scotland around this time of year driving around 1000 miles and 

mountain walking and visiting my sister and family via the North West. I’ve been watching another 

niece on this farming life on TV. 

 

Susan Haigh (Cuthbertson) 

 My two younger children have come home to work from home. After 10 years working in Canary 

Wharf for BP, my son Edward was told to go and work from home, so he came back to Ilkley and will 

stay here until the Spring rather than stay in London. Jess is also working from home as ASDA now 

prefer staff to work from home as their head office in Leeds is going into Tier 3. April 30th saw the 

birth of our Granddaughter Adeline to my eldest daughter Charlotte. She had a difficult start with 

some health issues but is now doing well and is a total joy. Our central heating broke down in 

November and because I am in the vulnerable age group (where did those years go?) the plumber 

came out promptly! 
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Charlotte Puryer 

 I have had a very different Christmas 2020. My partner and I were supposed to be trekking up 

Mount Kilimanjaro, but travel restrictions meant this was off the cards. I am rather thankful of the 

cancellation as it meant I was able to meet my amazing little nephew Charlie James  Shortman (Born 

10.05am 19th December) My sister Stephanie and her husband Barney are staying with us for a few 

weeks while she recovers. I wouldn’t be doing my duty as proud auntie if I didn’t attach a picture. 

                        

 

Caroline Woodroff 

 With Covid -19 shielding Caroline wasn’t able to see as much of her grandchildren as she would 

have liked. She is so proud of them – Catie, now 21 is at Aberystwyth Uni, Megan , 18 just finished 

6th form college and Jasper 15 is still at School. They live about ¾ mile away in a converted barn 

inside the Peak National Park. They were able to pass by Caroline’s garden and have a chat whilst 

walking their dog. 
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June went on to raise £3,000 which was divided between the Inner Wheel Charity  of malaria nets 

given to children in Gambia and the much needed food banks in Bristol and District during this last 

winter. June was at QVHS from 1941-1950 and a Kindergarten teacher 1965-1973, Many happy 

Memories.  Well done June from everyone. 
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THE WAR AND OURSELVES (extract from 1940 Newsheet) 

I was evacuated and had to go to another school. When I returned home I found myself much 

behind the rest of my form. But in many ways it did me good, because I made many new friends and 

I realised how kind people are when you are away from home.        V Lower. 

We don’t get so much butter now and one week I had margarine, but I couldn’t tell the difference. I 

don’t take so much sugar now, as well. I am knitting a square to help make a blanket for hospital. I 

sewed a blanket into a sack for the dog in case there is an air-raid.        IIIa 

Everybody nowadays seems to know – or at least is trying to find out – all the great military secrets. 

Some people who, before the war, knew nothing at all about aeroplanes, now look up at the sky 

with a professional air and say to a humble friend “Ah, there’s a Wellington with two Whitley” when 

they are perhaps five thousand feet up!        V Lower. 

On Speech day, the girls who would , in normal pre-war days, have received a prize, received a blue 

certificate. The money, which was to have been spent on those prizes, was given to Stockton 

Emergencies    Supplies Association. I am sure the girls did not mind giving up their prizes for such a 

worthy cause.                                          V Lower 

When war broke out, I was bundled off to Keswick. I did not go to school, because the one and only 

school there was filled with evacuees from Newcastle, and I enjoyed a whole month’s holiday. Later I 

went down to Cheltenham to join my father, who was stationed there. I was kept busy helping in a 

canteen, but even there I had to do maths, giving change, and it was often wrong!     V Lower 

Thinking to escape the atmosphere of war, four of us took an early morning train into the country. 

We alighted at Hutton Gate and had not gone far through the park when we heard the sound of 

many voices and the tramping of many feet. Rounding the corner, we were amazed at the sight 

which met our eyes. We were surrounded by soldiers! The sight of quite a score of army lorries and 

buses parked under trees told us how they had arrived.    V Lower. 

MY GAS MASK by Margaret Ryhs (V Upper –St Cuthbert’s) 

Poems have been written to poor dog Tray: 
Ascribed to larks, to mice, to task. 
A new thought comes along today, 
So I’ll write one to my gas mask. 
 
It is a funny little thing 
Composed of rubber, pins and tin; 
It is inside a camera case, 
The camera’s kindly lent its place. 
It shares my work, my games, my play; 
I take it with me every day, 
But if by chance it stays at home, 
While in my books and work I roam, 
Why then I’m told to fetch it quick, 
To leave it is a naughty trick. 
To save my life is what it’s for, 
If gas comes floating to the floor, 
While I mad Hitler do implore, 
“O quickly finish with this war” 
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NEWS OF FORMER STUDENTS 

Brenda Paylor (Collinson) – Worked in the Civil Service for 5 years after leaving School and 

then moved onto the Police Service. She then left work for several years after having her 

son and daughter. She then worked in Local Government at Hartlepool for 20 years before 

retiring in 2010. They now have Maltese dogs which she has shown successfully at Crufts 

and other dog shows. She has also started painting again and is enjoying her portrait 

painting especially. 

Sylvia Dalton (Boyce) – Sylvia is very well and celebrated her 99th Birthday on 1st November 2020. As 

you can imagine they were unable to celebrate much this year so hopefully this coming November 

will be another matter. Her daughter Julia West says she manages to take her out at least three 

times a week, they sit in the car with takeaway coffee in various locations, Saltburn, Seaton Carew 

and even Teesside Park outside Costa, she really chuckled at that one! They spent a very quiet 

Christmas Day with her and her other daughter Pauline who also lives locally, but Mum enjoyed 

herself, had a good meal with some wine and enjoyed strictly come dancing presentation in the 

evening. She wishes everyone a much better 2021 and hope it brings peace and good health, 

eventually. 

Pauline Shelton – I was at Cleveland School from 1960 until my A-levels in 1970 – I think I was the 

last head girl of Cleveland before it merged to become THS. I have many happy memories of 

Woodside Hall – the building, the amazing grounds, the delightful eccentricities of some of our 

teachers and most of all the value placed on each girl to become herself, to flourish. I now live in 

North Staffordshire, but would be interested to know about the Association and to discover whether 

anyone of my “vintage” is part of a group. I am particularly keen to track down my friend Jane Evans 

(one of 4 sisters who attended, children of the then rector of Norton) and whom I would dearly love 

to catch up with again. paulineshelton@me.com  

Susan Stansfield (Leng) has had major back surgery but is now home and recovering well. Our best 

wishes go to her and for her continued recouperation. 

 

 

Below is a picture of Brenda Paylor and her class mates when she joined QVHS: 
Top Row left to right: Denise Newton, Isobel Rennie, Susan Baker, Margaret Vane, Nicola Frankland, 
Olwen Williams. 
2nd Row: Gillian Markovic, Christine Hutchinson, Gillian Southern, Vivian lascelles, Sheila Smith, Anne 
Gwilliam. 
3rd Row: Naomi Clark, Jennifer Bellwood, Christine Reynolds, Janet Jamieson, Susan Beckton, Jackie 
Griffiths. 
Front Row: Christine Gee, Jackie Randolph, June Kelly, Mrs Weatherspoon, Pamela Neild, Brenda 
Paylor, Angela Davies. 

 

mailto:paulineshelton@me.com
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Pictures sent in by Susan Wilkinson of QVHS taken in 1906 

 

 



22 
 

 

At a meeting in the Borough Hall on 19 September 1882 it was agreed to establish a 

high school, and consequently Stockton High school Ltd was formed to put this into 

effect. 

On Ist May 1883 Cleveland House on Bowesfield Lane was opened and nine people 

attended. 

In 1886 the school moved to Yarm Road, and in 1901 a site was purchased on the corner 

of Yarm Road and Cranbourne Terrace to replace this one. Building began in 1904, and 

on 19 September 1905 Queen Victoria High school for girls was officially opened by 

Princess Henry of Battenburg, Queen Victoria's youngest daughter. 

During its first decade the number of pupils rose to over 150, many of whom gained 

places at Oxford and Cambridge Universities. 

During the early 1970s the school moved to the site of Teesside High School and the 

Yarm Road school was demolished. 

 

 

 

Births 

4.02.2020 Theadora Charlotte Chapman: Granddaughter to Caroline and Peter Chapman and 

daughter to their son Michael and wife Jen. Neice to Philip, Ian and Amanda. 

30.4.2020 Adelaide Sophia Dibb, born to Charlotte and Matt and granddaughter to Susan Haigh 

(Cuthbertson) and Neice to Edward and Jess. 

19.12.2020 Charlie James Shortman son of Stephanie and Barney and Nephew to Charlotte Puryer. 
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Deaths 

6.12.2019 Anne Luke student at QVHS and member of the THOSA died suddenly at her GP surgery, 

remembered fondly by Susan Wilkinson (former QVHS pupil) who says she was an active member of 

their resident’s association often going out on security patrols with the chaps. A true character, into 

everything and identifiable by her purple hair.  

19.05.2020 Susanne Lloyd Jones.  Director of Music at Teesside High School for many years died 

peacefully from Cancer. She was a good friend to Sue Brown and was a very brave lady whom she 

had kept in touch with over many years. 

27.07.20 Pam Carnay (nee Grieves) aged 73. Vera Wade says Pam was a prefect in her final year 

(1965) at Cleveland School. She then studied at Teacher Training  College at Ponteland where she 

met her husband Tim. As well as being a teacher and supportive doctors’ wife she was the proud 

mother of Adam and Beth. She adored her grandchildren and last year they moved to Nottingham to 

be nearer to them so they would be able to see more of them and Tim would have help with Pam 

who was in her 14th year battling Parkinson’s disease. Prior to the move they had lived in Hexham 

and would have celebrated their Golden Wedding Anniversary in August. 

15.12.2020 Jane Kennedy Anderson died aged 80. A former teacher at THS. 

15.02.2021 Dorothy Jane Snowdon died aged 80. Wife of Ian, much loved Mother of Elizabeth and 

Neil, grandmother to Ellie, Henry, Ben& George. 

20.02.2021 Malcolm Simpson who was a governor of the School for many years and a supporter of 

THOSA. He leaves behind his wife Meg and their two children Karen and Jane and their families. 

24.3.2021 Irene Dunlop (nee Wales) aged 77 ex pupil of Cleveland School in the 50’s and 60’s. wife 

to John who sadly died just 7 weeks prior to Irene and Mother to daughters Catherine and Elizabeth 

and son James who currently lives in Australia with his family. Her cousin Wendy Waite says Irene 

was her bridesmaid when she was about 10 and then went on to qualify as a SRN at the RVI in 

Newcastle then became a state registered midwife. Wendy was also godparents to Irene’s children. 

Irene and John were fortunate enough to have visited her son and family in Australia and recently 

saw her daughters and granddaughter Alice too. 

New Members April 2020 to April 2021 

Brenda Paylor ( nee Collinson)  Attended school 1961-1966 
 
 

Change of Address 
 

Caroline Woodroff : 8 Mill Close, Meltham, Holmfirth, HD9 5JQ    caroline@hmmn.org  
 
Margaret Serna CBE (left School July 1978): Ancient House, 19 Main Street, Market Overton, 
Rutland, LE15 7PL 
  
Dr Solange Serna (left School July 2008): Ancient House, 19 Main Street, Market Overton, Rutland, 
LE15 7PL 

 
 

mailto:caroline@hmmn.org
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TEESSIDE HIGH SCHOOL FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2020 WAS CANCELLED DUE TO COVID-19. 

 
 

   

 
 

TEESSIDE HIGH FORMER STUDENTS ASSOCIATION 

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR THE PERIOD 1ST OCTOBER 2019 TO 

30th SEPTEMBER 2020 

CURRENT ACCOUNT £ £ 
Balance b/fwd at 1st October 2019  819.21 
Income:   
Subscriptions 310.00  
Christmas Fayre –jar Bola 35.00  

- raffle 148.00  
Donations 35.00  
Write back of unpresented cheque 20.00  
 --------- 548.00 
  ------------ 
  1,367.21 
Expenditure:   
Hamper for Christmas Fayre 40.00  
Lucy Pittaway picture for THS 180.00  
Magazine printing & postage 236.02  
 ---------  
  456.00 
   
  --------- 
Balance at 30th September 2020. £              911.19 
  ======= 
   
   
INVESTMENT ACCOUNT   
Balance b/fwd 1.10.19   1,549.25 
Interest earned to 31.1.20  12.39 

  ----------- 
Balance as at 30th September 2020  1,561.64 
  ======= 
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TEESSIDE HIGH FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

CONSTITUTION 

 

1. The Name of the Association shall be Teesside High Former Students Association  
2. President – The Head Teacher. 
3.           Vice Presidents – To be nominated and appointed at the discretion of the committee 
4. Objectives 
              To keep up a connection between past and present staff and students of the School. 
             To contribute money or goods from any money raising efforts to the School and local                 
             Charities at the discretion of the Committee 
             To form sub-committees as appropriate. 
5. The Committee 
The committee shall consist of a maximum of twelve members, including a 6th Form representative, 
with the addition of the Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer, and the Editor of the News Sheet. The 
Chairman shall be nominated at the AGM. 
An attendance of four members shall constitute a quorum. 
The Chairman shall serve for a period of three years; Officers for a three year period by rotation. 
Three members of the committee shall retire annually in rotation, but can stand for re-election. On 
retirement, the Chairman and Officers may become Associate Committee members for the following 
year. 
The Secretary shall have power to call a meeting at any time. 
The Committee shall meet once a term. 
       f.   Any five (or more) members may form a sub-committee, provided  
             their proposal is agreed by the full committee. 
6. Membership and Subscriptions 
       a   All former students shall be eligible as members, having been two    
            years in the School or at least one year in the Senior School. 
       b   Staff of the School shall be invited to become Honorary members. On leaving the         
            School they shall be offered Ordinary membership. 
       c   Existing Life members shall continue to be Honorary Members of  
            the Association. 
       d   Annual subscriptions of £5 to be paid to the Honorary Treasurer OR 
            £20 for five year membership. 
       e   Any member not having paid their current Subscription will not 
             receive a copy of the News Sheet and will cease to be a member.             
7. Meetings 
      The Association shall meet annually. 

Adopted at the AGM  23.04.16 
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TEESSIDE HIGH FORMER STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION 

 MEMBERSHIP FORM 

 

Name:______________________________________________________________________  

Maiden name (if applicable):____________________________________________________ 

Address:____________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Telephone number:_________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________________________________ 

Dates attended THS:__________________________________________________________ 

Dates Attended QVHS or CS   

University/Degree:____________________________________________________________ 

Life since Leaving School : 

 

 

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________ 

 

Subscription: £20 for 5 years or £5 for 1 year 

Please make cheques payable to THFSA and send to: 

Mrs C Chapman -  Friar’s Oak, 24 Mill Farm Road, Hamsterley Mill, Co Durham NE39 1NW 
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Making a tax-effective Will 

Bequests to Charities such as Teesside High School are exempt from Inheritance Tax. If the value of 
your estate is over the Inheritance threshold, it will be liable to the current rate of Inheritance tax 
even if you have made a will. A gift to Teesside High School can lower that excess. Your solicitor or 
tax adviser will be able to explain this and provide advice on other legal and financial issues 
surrounding your estate. 
We would find it helpful to know if you have decided to include a legacy to Teesside High School in 
your will. This will enable us not only to thank you for your generosity, but also to keep you up to 
date with our activities. You can notify us of your intentions by completing the reply form below, or 
asking your solicitor to contact us. Naturally this is not  legally binding ,but simply an expression of 
your present intentions and will of course be treated in the strictest confidence. 

 

Title………    Name …………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Address ………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

                ……………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

                ……………………………………………………………….Postcode ……………………….. 

Telephone …………………………………………………………………. 

 

I have left a legacy to Teesside High School in my Will. This takes the form of: 

Y/N    The residue/ a percentage of the residue of my estate 

Y/N    A cash gift of:   £…………………… 

The legacy is made: 

A  to support the furtherance of Teesside High School in general 

B  to support a particular area of the curriculum/buildings  at Teesside High School 

 

I intend to leave a bequest to Teesside High School                                    Y /N 

I would like to visit Teesside High School to see how my legacy  
could help. Please arrange by contacting the School                                    Y/N 

Please detach this form and return to : 

Caroline Chapman (Hon Treasurer THFSA) 24 Mill Farm Road, Hamsterley Mill, NE39 1NW 

Email: caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com 

  

mailto:caroline.chapman1816@gmail.com
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