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VALUE-ADDED 
SCORES
Teesside High School has been 
judged to be in the top 1% of UK 
schools for value-added results.
Teesside High School has received recognition for the 
value added to pupils’ expected examination results, 
with our Sixth Form singled out for particular praise.

Science, A-level Mathematics and Sixth Form (16-18) 
departments have all been applauded for achieving 
value-added scores which rank within the top 1% of 
educational providers in the UK.

Value-added is a measure of the progress students 
make during their time at school. 

At THS Sixth Form, on average, every student achieved 
almost a grade higher than their GCSE results 
suggested they would.

In STEM, every single one of the school’s Biology, 
Chemistry, Mathematics and Physics subjects achieved 
value-added results which rank within the top 1% of 
the country, with every STEM student exceeding their 
A-level examination target by between 1 and 2 grades.

Mrs Mackenzie said of the news: “We are proud to not 
select students on their academic potential, instead 
working with pupils of all abilities and inspiring them 
to achieve above and beyond their classroom targets. 
This is a really unique feature of our school - every 
child is given the best possible chance to thrive and 
succeed. 

“Small class sizes - an average of 15 across the school 
- enable our staff to understand how each individual 
learns, and how best to maximise their potential. 

“In addition, a broad curriculum which includes 
teaching separate science subjects from the age of 11 
gives our students the best possible opportunity to 
access rigorous and challenging A-level courses. 

“When comparing examination results across 
different schools I urge parents to consider value 
added and judge where a school can significantly 
boost the progress your child makes throughout their 
educational journey. 

“We are beyond thrilled that this particular strength 
of our school has been recognised - to be amongst the 
best in the country is a fantastic accolade and a huge 
credit to our wonderful staff team.” 

Miss Hockney
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WELCOME
Welcome to the first newsletter of the 2021-
22 academic year!
A warm welcome back to school, 
and what a return it has been! 
It has been so wonderful to 
see the school and all of its 
activities back in full swing, with 
assemblies, face-to-face music 
lessons, rehearsals, Speech and 
Drama lessons and competitive 
sporting fixtures all back on 
the calendar.  The children have 
thrown themselves back into 
their active and varied schedules.

It will take some getting used 
to, of course, working our way 
out of the pandemic and all of 
the restrictions we have been 
living under for 18 months.  
We maintain high standards 
with regards to our Covid-safe 
environment, and integral to this 
is lateral flow testing at home.  I 
am grateful to our Senior/Sixth 
Form parents for continuing to 
play their part to ensure our 
school is as safe as it can be.

I was thrilled this week to 
receive ratification from this 
summer’s examination results, 
recognising THS for the positive 
value added to pupils’ results. 
Our Year 11 and 13 students 
were rightly very proud of 
their results, achieved across 
two of the most unsettled 
academic years.  It has been 
remarkable to see all THS pupils 
develop resilience in the face of 
everything that has been thrown 
their way - their determination 
to succeed is unwavering.  We 
see this every day with a full-
to-bursting GCSE Revision Hub, 
with Year 11 students taking 
advantage of the extra support 
we provide to help them achieve 
and exceed their target grades.

This week, we hosted our 
welcome meetings for parents 
new to Early Years and the 
Senior School; what a joy it was 
to have parents back inside 
the building once more!  Some 
managed a look at our new 
Dining Hall and Coffee Bar, 
an impressive space finalised 
this summer.  It took many 
months of hard work but both 
this facility, combined with the 
new creative teaching spaces 
for Art and Food and Nutrition 
upstairs, are fantastic additions 
to our school portfolio.  I hope 
prospective parents and pupils 
visiting this Saturday’s Open 
Day enjoy touring our range of 
teaching, learning and social 
spaces, and finding out more 
about the range of opportunities 
we offer.  With thanks to our 
student ambassadors, who add 
significant value to the Open 
Day experience, and to our new 
Year 12 pupils, who are hosting 
their annual Coffee Morning 
once more to raise vital funds 
for Macmillan Cancer Support. 
Please support them generously 
for this worthy cause.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

New school facilities 
Pupils from across the school have 
been enjoying using the new Dining 
Hall and Coffee Bar this term.  After 
many packed lunches, the children 
have been super excited to sample the 
delights and treats from our brilliant 
new catering team.  Mr Baker and Mrs 
Davies joined us this year as Catering 

Manager and Chef; they make sure 
that all pupils are served a hot and 
nutritious lunch in this beautiful 
setting each and every day.  You can 
find rolling lunch menus on our school 
website. 

Mr Herbert 

PADDLE SPORTS
Senior School students loved their first co-curricular paddle 
sports session on the river last Friday afternoon.

The pupils were shown how to inflate 

the boards, how to enter the water 

safely and then they were ready to set 

sail! 

They had a great time in beautiful 

weather and are looking forward to 

continuing this new activity again 

throughout the autumn term.

There was record interest in our new 

water sports provision, and we will be 

making efforts to run similar activities 

on the water in the coming terms.

Miss Turnbull

THS vs Grangefield
Last week marked our first inter-
school competitive sports fixture in 
what seems like a lifetime!  Our Year 
11 girls played a netball tournament at 
Grangefield Academy and thoroughly 
enjoyed every game they played. 

The A team won 1 and lost 2, with the B 
team winning 3 and losing 1.  A massive 
well done to all students who took part; 
for some, it was their first ever netball 
game representing THS.  

Mrs Harrington

THS Sports 
Awards

Despite much Covid-19 disruption 
over the last two years, our PE 
Department led an assembly early 
last week to recognise and applaud 
the commitment, talent, attitude 
and hard work of our Senior School 
sportsmen and women, in place of 
their usual summer term Sports 
Awards.  Congratulations to our 
worthy winners:

• Saul – Junior Sportsman of the 
Year

• Layla – Junior Sportswoman of 
the Year

• Charlie – Senior Sportsman of 
the Year

• Maia – Senior Sportswoman of 
the Year

• Megan – Rising Star Award.

We were thrilled to welcome back 
outgoing Head Boy, Alfie, to accept 
the 2020-21 Sports Personality of 
the Year award.

With restrictions easing, training, 
fixtures and trips are making 
a welcome return to the PE 
Department and we look forward 
to sharing lots more sporting news 
and successes with you in the near 
future.

Miss Turnbull
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Forest School
It has been great to have our Early 

Years pupils back in the woods.

The children have been focusing 

on learning about the rules and 

boundaries of the woodland, and 

exploring the ever-expanding forest 

environment. 

Last week, the children enjoyed 

investigating and collecting objects 

that interested them; they also 

could not contain their excitement 

when they were allowed to climb 

a tree - I have never seen such an 

orderly queue for tree climbing 

before!  

Miss Hopkins

Land of 
Make 
Believe
Early Years children 
had a wonderful time 
this week when they 
headed off on their first school trip of the year to the                                         
Land of Make Believe.

There was much excitement as the 
pupils boarded the minibuses for 
their adventure.  Once there, the 
children enjoyed a delicious lunch 
before spending time in the creative 
role play areas.  Dressing up was a 
firm favourite, as was shopping in 
the supermarket, serving in the cafe, 
making constructions in the building 
site and having fun in the fire engine. 

The children all behaved impeccably 
and they are already looking forward to 
future visits off-site. 

We are delighted that conditions 
currently allow us to once again offer 
these rich experiences for the children; 
they form such an important part of the 
curriculum, allowing pupils to broaden 
their horizons. 

Miss Hall

Busy Books
Not only are the children working hard 

at school, they have also been very busy 

over the weekend completing a home 

learning activity in their Busy Books.

Their task last weekend was to decide 

which is their favourite colour and find 

as many things at home as possible of 
that colour.  

Back at school the children have all 
enjoyed sharing their wonderful work 
with their friends.

Mrs Clapton

Roald Dahl Day!

Sensational 
Pre-Prep have had a fantastic time exploring senses as part 
of their entry point activities for the IPC theme, Sensational.
Pupils completed a small obstacle 
course, which was easy when they were 
able to use all their senses!  They found 
it was much more difficult when they 
could not see, and relied on a partner to 
help them navigate the obstacles.

They also explored their sense of touch, 

guessing what was inside the mystery 
boxes by feeling and describing the 
objects.  We are looking forward to 
discovering more about our senses and 
how we use them to explore the world 
around us.

Mrs Hannah

It’s good to be me
As part of their topic It’s good to be me, 
Nursery and Reception pupils have 
been working hard to choose five things 
that are special to them to put in their 
‘Good to be me bags’. 

A very big thank you to all families 
who helped the children choose their 
objects, our new classroom display is 
a true example of the strong home to 
school partnership which exists at THS.

Miss Hall
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Say it out Loud
The children in Lower Prep had 

an exciting time in their Say it out 

Loud enrichment last week as they 

played a game of conversational 

snakes and ladders.  

The children have been thinking 

about how to develop their 

confidence when speaking in 

front of others, including topics 

which they are less familiar with. 

This game gave lots of speaking 

opportunities on a wealth of 

different subjects.  

From the volume of the classroom, 

I can safely say that there was 

no shortage of enthusiasm and 

conversation during the session. 

The children had lots of fun 

developing their skills!

Mrs Kennedy

Running Club
Running Club is probably the BEST after-school club at 

THS, and it is BACK for another year!

We have some new faces this year, who 

have really impressed already, and 

some familiar faces, too.

In Running Club pupils undertake 

a ‘long run’ every other week. 

This involves laps of the field at a 

conversational pace.  In non-long 

run weeks three activities rotate: 

hill sprints, in which pupils run with 

effort up two hills and recover coming 

down them; fartlek sessions, in which 

pupils can vary their efforts and pace 

as they wish - this is designed to be a 

fun session; and finally, time trials, in 

which pupils try to better their record 

for two laps of the school field.  These 

time trials aim to prepare pupils for the 

school’s Cross Country event hosted in 

the spring term. 

Running Club is always ready to 

welcome new members, even mid-term, 

so if you would like to sign up please do 

so via Edulink. 

Mr Griffiths 

Year 7 Open Evening - Thursday 7 October
We would like to invite parents of Year 
6 pupils both at THS and in the local 
community to an evening we will be 
hosting to discuss the transition to 
Teesside High School in September 
2022.

Although it may seem like the 

academic year has only just started, 
we are very proud of our active 
transition programme which makes 
every child’s journey to our Senior 
School a very seamless progression 
indeed.  At the heart of this 
programme are regular touchpoints 

to ensure you as parents are informed 
and guided every step of the way.

Our Year 7 Open Evening will start at 
6.00pm; please report to the Senior 
Student Entrance upon arrival. 

We hope you will be able to join us!

Being Human
The children in Upper Prep 1 have made a great start to 
their new IPC unit, Being Human.

They started off with a fantastic, 
energetic dance session with Miss 
Cobby and then had fun sharing 
information during the knowledge 
harvest.  

The unit has kicked off with lots of 
science tasks, and the children have 
already thought about the parts of 

the brain, neurons and the difference 
between motor neurons and sensory 
neurons.  Also, about the different 
bones in the body and their functions.  
They have now turned their attention 
to the circulatory system and have 
completed some outstanding diagrams 
of the heart.  This week, the children 
have been thinking more about how 
the heart functions and have been 
challenged to create a drama to show 
this.

As you can see, the children have 
had a busy start to the term and are 
looking forward to sharing more of 
their learning at our IPC exhibition for 
parents on Friday 1 October.

Mrs Kennedy

Bushcraft Club
In Bushcraft Club, Prep pupils have 
enjoyed getting their hands on Forest 
School tools. 

In their first session, the children 
used secateurs and loppers to learn 
how to maintain the paths in the 
woodland.  In the second week, they 
used peelers to take bark sticks.  With 
some determination and perseverance, 
they enjoyed whittling, which involves 
carving out of wood.  

We are looking forward to future 
sessions where the group will learn 
how to safely roast marshmallows over 
a fire. 

Miss Hopkins
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Business as usual 
This week really demonstrated 
what a valuable investment 
Google Chromebooks and Google 
Workspace continue to be for 
teaching and learning at Teesside 
High, particulary for the Business 
and Economics department. 

Due to illness, it was not possible 
for me to be physically present 
in school, but thanks to some 
fantastic quick work by Mr 
Morrison, our new IT Technician, 
and my colleague, Mr Aberdeen, a 
Chromebook was set up for me to 
be streamed live into the classroom 
to teach Year 10 and Year 12 via 
Google Meet.  This ensured that 
students did not miss out on any 
valuable teaching time.  Well done 
to all for adapting to an alternative 
classroom experience! 

Mrs Boothroyd

Duke of 
Edinburgh 
2020-21
To finish off their award, 
our Gold DofE groups 
spent the summer holidays 
completing their practice and final expeditions.
The groups battled through a British 
heatwave while navigating around 
the Lake District in August.  Their 
routes were navigationally, physically 
and mentally challenging, with many 
mountains in the way.  The group 
showed exceptional team work, grit and 
determination to get through the routes 
in up to 28 degree heat.  

I must commend the students for 
their outstanding attitude, not once 
did the girls complain about the heat.  
They powered through with a smile 
on their face, with lots of laughter and 
some good music to boot!  They are 

now working on finishing their award 
by completing the last few weeks of 
their Skill, Physical and Volunteering 
sections.  They will also complete 
their residential section when Covid 
restrictions allow.  I am really proud of 
Millie, Megan, Lexie, Stella and Abbie 
and will miss working with them. 

At the end of last year, we were 
delighted to present Bronze and Silver 
awards to students who had finished 
their Skill, Physical and Volunteering 
sections as well as their expeditions:

Bronze:

Satvik Chhabra, Matthew Darrell, 
Jessica Dennis, Grace Dye, Henry 
Hunt, Thea Poole, Becky Poppitt, Tom 
Robinson, Charlotte Sowerby and 
Rachael Turner.

Silver: 

Freya Williams, Mazie McKenna, 
Catherine Gu, Isabelle Crinson and 
Isabelle Good.

Miss Hopkins

Farm to Fork
Following the reveal of our new Dining 

Hall and Coffee Bar facilities, we 

are pleased to share with you some 

information about where the food we 

serve comes from, particularly the 

ingredients which make up our lovely, 

nutritious, home-cooked meals.

Visit our website to read Mr Baker’s 

article entitled ‘Farm to Fork’.

Senior Drama
What influenced William Shakespeare, 
Pantomime and Charlie Chaplin? 
Commedia dell’arte, a Theatre style 
originating in 15th Century Italy.  Year 
9 have been performing characters 
from this genre, including the 
Master ‘Pantalone’ and the Servant 
‘Arlecchino’.  Great work, Year 9!

In order to support the design work of 
our students, the Drama department 
has taken delivery of a Stage-in-a-box 
miniature model set!  Students can 
instantly bring their creative ideas to 
life using the scaled components - and 
have lots of fun in the process.

Year 7 have travelled back in time to 
1939 to explore Operation Pied Piper. 
This photograph shows the Evacuees 
gathered at Waterloo Station awaiting 
departure to their new homes with 
a poignant mixture of emotions.  A 
great start to Senior Drama for Year 7. 

Mr Coates

Education First
This year has seen an exciting addition 
to our largest ever Sixth Form cohort, 
with two overseas students, Nils and 
Kevin, joining us from Norway and Italy 
on a cultural visit hosted by Education 
First.   

Both boys have different ranges of 
interests, from science and music to 
media and outdoor pursuits.  They 
agree that they have had the friendliest 
of welcomes to the family atmosphere 
of THS Sixth Form, and were 
particularly struck with the way Year 
12 and Year 13 form strong friendships 
together across both years, rather than 
separating into distinct year groups or 
cliques.  

We have all been interested to learn 
how much teaching methods in Europe 
differ from our own. They agree that 
they have found some stereotypes 
about the British, including politeness, 
proved to be true, but they have been 
surprised by how chatty the English 
are!  Kevin’s opinion is frequently 
sought on our new catering provision, 
particularly the Italian-style meatballs!

Both students are throwing themselves 
into Sixth Form life, with Kevin 
contributing to sports on all fronts, 
and Nils performing as a vocal soloist 
and violin player.  Total immersion 
into a different society is bound to see 
a more colloquial use of the English 
language develop speedily too, and 
we hope to benefit ourselves from our 
cultural diversity, as we teachers dare 
to practise our Norwegian and Italian 
skills and students take their steps 
perhaps in realising what a wide world 
awaits them.

Miss Bird

Enrichment
Upper Prep 2 and Year 7 and 8 students 
have been having fun in the woods as 
part of their Forest School enrichment.  

Upper Prep 2 pupils have been hugely 
helpful in our minibeast hotel project, 
working as a team and moving a 
selection of bricks and pallets up to the 
minibeast zone. 

In the first Year 7 and 8 session, we 
showed our new pupils around the 
woods and explained our Forest School 
rules.  They then had the opportunity 
to climb trees or build dens in the den 
zone. 

Miss Hopkins

Wildlife Club
This week, Senior School Wildlife Club 
pupils took advantage of the glorious 
sunshine to try forest bathing.  They 
relaxed outside whilst enjoying the 
gentle sights and sounds of nature. 
We think we may need some blankets 
before we try it in the woods!

Mrs Kirk



1110    www.teessidehigh.co.uk

Shoebox Appeal
This term, we have organised a 
Christmas shoebox appeal for the 
charity Children in Distress. 

This charity supports children of 
all ages, and elderly people who 
are poor, alone or in hospital at 
Christmas.  Often, one of these 
boxes is the only present that 
someone will receive, so our target 
as a school is 100 boxes in order 
to support their efforts.  It will be 
an 8-week project, with the boxes 
being collected in early November 
and taken to a collection point, in 
order for them to be shipped to 
Romania to those in need. 

In school there is an enrichment 
slot available for Years 7 to 9 on 
a Friday afternoon where we will 
plan and pack boxes, and fundraise 
in order to cover the cost of the 
boxes that we will put together as 
a group.  For those who didn’t get 
signed up to the enrichment, or 
are in other year groups, boxes can 
be packed at home and dropped 
off in reception along with a £2.00 
donation to cover postage.

So far, as a part of our fundraising 
efforts, we held a bake sale on 
Friday 24 September.  We are also 
going to have a ‘sponge the teacher’ 
event, and guess the name of the 
teddy bear competition in the Prep 
School in the coming weeks!

Freya Williams, Year 12

Live music 
is back!
Students from across the 
Senior School are working 
extremely hard in their 
preparations for our first 
live music event in almost two years, and I am so excited to 
share with you their brilliant performances!

This special musical revue show 

features songs from 15 different 

musicals encompassing a vast array of 

genres and allows our students to shine 

in solos, small groups and whole cast 

pieces.  There are family favourites like 

Annie and Oliver, movie classics such as 

High School Musical and Hairspray, big 

Hollywood-style ballads from Jekyll and 

Hyde and Les Miserables, a sprinkle of 

Disney Frozen magic and much, much 

more. 

It is so wonderful to be singing again 

in lessons with students.  I have really 

missed the instant joy this brings 

us all and I am impressed with their 

enthusiasm and ideas for setting their 

pieces on the stage.  

Soloists and small groups are giving 

up break and lunchtimes for extra 

rehearsal slots to really fine tune their 

songs and there are some knockout 

performances to come - you will not be 

disappointed!

Tickets will be going on sale soon 

via our usual Ticketsource link, and 

there will be some lovely raffle prizes 

to be won on the night but for now, 

save the date in your diary for Friday 

12 November and look forward to a 

fantastic evening of live music once 

again.  

It is good to be back!

Mrs Shevels

ALL TOGETHER NOW! 

Is presented through special arrangement with Music Theatre International (MTI). All

authorized performance materials are also supplied by MTI. 

www.mtishows.co.uk • www.mtishows.com • www.mtishows.com.au 

Teesside High School 
Presents

Featuring Songs by (in alphabetical order): 

Lynn Ahrens • Kristen Anderson-Lopez • Benny Andersson • Billie Joe Armstrong • 

 Howard Ashman • Sara Bareilles • Lionel Bart • Jerry Bock • Leslie Bricusse •  

Jason Robert Brown • Johnny Burke • Martin Charnin • Mindi Dickstein •  

Anthony Drewe • Jack Feldman • Stephen Flaherty • Matthew Gerrard •  

Zina Goldrich • Green Day • Sheldon Harnick • David Hein • Marcy Heisler •  Jason

Howland • Herbert Kretzmer • Jonathan Larson • Alan Jay Lerner • Frank Loesser • 

 Frederick Loewe • Robert Lopez • Alan Menken • Tim Minchin • Robbie Nevil •  Anthony

Newley • Benj Pasek • Justin Paul • Tim Rice • Irene Sankoff • Dick Scanlan •  Claude-

Michel Schönberg • Stephen Schwartz • Marc Shaiman • Richard M. Sherman •  Robert

B. Sherman • Glenn Slater • Stephen Sondheim • George Stiles • Charles Strouse • 

 Jeanine Tesori • Björn Ulvaeus • Jimmy Van Heusen • Frank Wildhorn • Scott Wittman 

Friday 12 November
Main Hall

7.00pm
Doors Open At 6.40pm

Book Your Tickets at: 
www.ticketsource.co.uk/teesside-high-school
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