
1

THiS Week
Issue 92 | 15 October 2021

IPC EXHIBITION
On Friday 1 October, Prep School children enjoyed hosting an IPC 
exhibition for parents and our Senior Leadership Team.
Since the start of term, all of the children from Year 
1 to Year 6 have been completing IPC units linked to 
the human body.  Year 1 and 2 have been studying 
the unit Sensational and have completed a host of 
activities to think more about their senses.  Their 
artwork, featuring optical illusions and work in the 
style of pointillism were proudly showcased in our 
art gallery which parents were able to admire.  They 
had also prepared some clay faces to show different 
expressions.

Lower Prep children have been working hard on 
their unit How Humans Work and have had lots of 
fun exploring how their eyes and ears work as well 
as looking very closely at their teeth.  Parents were 
treated to sight and hearing tests during our exhibition 
and the children gave clear explanations on how these 
parts of the body work.

Upper Prep children have spent the first few weeks 
exploring some of the more complex systems within 
the body as part of their unit, Being Human.  They have 
thought about the brain and how motor and sensory 
neurons work together.  They have also considered 
the skeleton and the functions of the different bones.  
The children were able to showcase their learning 
about the circulatory system by completing a super 
drama performance.  The script had been written by 
our narrators and the children who formed the heart, 
lungs and blood showed fantastic teamwork and 
cooperation in order to perform a slick, informative 
piece.  They even managed to impress Mrs Harrington 
and Mr Finn with the amount of detail that they had 
included.

I am very proud of all of the children who showed 
excellent communication skills and confidence when 
they shared their learning with all of our visitors.  
Thank you to all of the parents and grandparents who 
gave up their time to attend this event, it was lovely 
to see so many of you.  We hope that we were able to 
teach you something new about the human body!

Mrs Kennedy
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WELCOME
Wishing all THS pupils and their families a 
happy and restful half term. 

As the half term holiday comes 
hurtling towards us, it is a useful 
time to look back and reflect on 
an extremely productive and 
rewarding few weeks. 

At the start of September, we 
welcomed lots of new faces to 
the THS family and, for the first 
time in what seems like a very 
long time, prepared to get back 
to ‘normal’.  Everything which 
makes our school day so rich 
and varied seemed to make its 
welcome return.  I know our 
pupils have enjoyed the highs 
(and lows!) of competitive sport, 
this week with our Senior School 
House Sport Week, as well as 
mixing again across year groups 
exploring our Forest School 
and the range of co-curricular 
provision we offer.  It really has 
been non-stop!

The calendar looks just as busy 
after the half term holiday, with 
sporting fixtures in abundance, 
musical performances, trips and 
visits, our annual Fireworks 
event, individual and family 
photographs, Children in Need, 
Speech Day, the THS Christmas 
Market and more.  As we get 
used to once more having such 

an active schedule across all 
facets of the school, it is worth 
keeping an eye on the school 
calendar - available on our 
website - to keep informed and 
organised. 

We take care in planning our 
parents’ evenings and whole 
school events an academic year 
in advance, so you can fill your 
diary with notices and plans 
ahead of time.  We hope you find 
this useful, particularly in the 
relentless run up to Christmas! 

A reminder that Big Adventures 
Holiday Camp is running during 
the second week of half term, 
for children aged 3-11. Please 
get in touch via holidaycamp@
teessidehigh.co.uk if you wish 
to take advantage of a busy 
programme of fun-filled days, 
with an exciting Halloween 
theme. 

On a Halloween note, please 
keep hold of any pumpkins you 
are carving through the holidays, 
there will be a competition on 
our Family Fireworks Evening 
and a prize for the most 
creative pumpkin - we would 
be delighted to see your entries 
and we look forward to seeing 
you and your friends and family 
there for a lovely evening.

I hope your half term is restful 
and full of the delights this lovely 
autumn season brings. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

Boys’ Hockey vs Yarm School 
Our U12 and U13 boys played 
against Yarm in a number of really 
competitive fixtures this week, 
under lights and in some pretty 
awful playing conditions with heavy 
rain.  For both of these teams it was 
their first ever fixture representing 
Teesside High School. 

The U12s have been working 
really hard in lessons moving and 
transferring the ball around the pitch 
and working into space.  With John 
and Isaac playing some good balls for 
the forwards to run onto, THS created 
plenty of opportunities to score but 
could not find the back of the net due 
to some excellent goalkeeping from 
Yarm.  It was a really impressive start.

The U13s again had a difficult game. 
THS went down to a couple of early 
goals as they were getting used to the 
pace of play.  After getting into the 
game and working out how to break 
the Yarm press, we created multiple 
opportunities.  Seth played the ball 
through to Luca running through to 

slot it past the goalkeeper to get us 
back in the game.  Unfortunately it 
was not enough to get a result, but the 
boys impressed nevertheless. 

Our teams are showing good promise 
for the seasons ahead.

Mr Thomas

BUSHCRAFT CLUB
In Bushcraft Club, pupils have been learning how to use a 
hammer, a new tool to add to their tool box.

The group was tasked with a choice of 
using simply nails, or nails and wool, 
to create a pattern in a block of wood. 
A special mention goes to Sienna who 
created a fantastic star with help from 
our Bronze DofE volunteer Emmeline. 
Sienna then taught Lola how to do this 
the next week. 

This group have also thoroughly 

enjoyed exploring the woods; Flo and 
Gideon have loved climbing trees, Lola 
and Sienna are fascinated by finding 
creepy crawlies and were thrilled to 
find newts this week!  Darcey and 
William have enjoyed cooking up some 
creations in the mud kitchen.

Miss Hopkins

Bronze DofE
The end of September saw the start of 
this year’s Bronze Duke of Edinburgh 
Award, with our biggest cohort yet of 
30 students!  

The groups took to the Cleveland 
Hills, walking a loop around Captain 
Cook’s Monument, Hanging Stone and 
Roseberry Topping.  All five groups 
have shown huge potential and we 
cannot wait to see what they achieve 
this year.  

Miss Hopkins

Girls’ Hockey 
and Netball 
Tournaments

Our Under 16 girls’ hockey team 
played a fantastic game against Red 
House earlier this week.  The girls 
gave 100% effort from the start 
to the end of the match.  The final 
score was a draw (2-2)!  Well done 
to Anna and Piano for scoring two 
amazing goals, and to Player of the 
Match Becky.  We look forward to 
playing against Red House again 
later in the season. 

Last week our U16 girls’ netball 
teams competed in a number of 
fixtures.  Our U16 Premiership 
Netball team played Conyers, 
winning 10-1, but came unstuck 
to Red House (15-5).  Our U16 
Championship Netball team came 
away with two very convincing 
wins, 13-7 against Ian Ramsey and 
16-0 against Conyers C.  Well done, 
girls! 

Miss Turnbull
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Room on the 

Broom
The story Room on the Broom is a 

firm favourite with many children 

and our boys and girls in Nursery 

are no exception.  

With Halloween creeping up on us 

there has been a Halloween theme 

in Nursery this week.  

After sharing the story, the children 

have enjoyed retelling it using 

props and puppets and have made 

some marvellous witches wands.  

We hope our Nursery children 

manage to use their wands to cast 

some spooky spells this Halloween 

season.

Miss Hall

Funnybones
Nursery children have been busy learning all about 
skeletons as part of their topic work for It’s good to be me.

After sharing the story Funnybones, 

the children made some great skeleton 

pictures.  

They extended this learning by 

creating amazing skeleton pictures at 

home, too, in their Busy Books, using 

household objects such as cotton buds 

to demonstrate different bones.  

Great work, Nursery. 

Miss Hall

Pumpkin Soup
Following the story of Pumpkin Soup,  

Reception class have been making their 

own pumpkins!  

Pumpkin Soup is a story that is based 

around friendship and working 

together.  The children’s pumpkins 

were made from a variety of crafts and 

made for a wonderful autumnal display, 

they looked absolutely amazing.  Well 

done, Reception!

Mrs Clapton

Forest School
In our Early Years Forest School 
lessons, we have been linking our 
learning with what the children are 
studying in the classroom. 

We started by discussing what pupils 
like in their house and what rooms 
there were, before talking about what 
bugs would like in their houses.  Our 
pupils then collected leaves, twigs or 

feathers, describing their textures and 
colours, to make perfect homes for 
their insect friends.

This work was then continued by 
our Pre-Prep children, who were 
tasked with creating bug houses for 
our larger minibeast hotel project, 
which Senior children have been 
contributing to in their Enrichment 

time.  To make a suitable house, Pre-
Prep pupils had to work together to 
ensure everything could fit in a plant 
pot without falling out when the pot 
was turned on its side. Well done 
everyone, a real team effort.  

Miss Hopkins

Pre-Prep French and 
IPC 
Pre-Prep children have been working hard learning new 
French words this week.
Pupils have been impressing staff with 
their wonderful manners as they were 
heard saying ‘merci’ and ‘s’il vous plait’ 
in the Dining Hall as they selected their 
lunch.

In their IPC topic Sensational, the 
children have been investigating sound. 
They found out how sound travels and 
explored the sounds they could make. 

Pupils had great fun creating their own 
talking telephones and investigated 
if the length of the string effected the 
quality of the sound.  It was a wonderful 
investigation, the children discovered 
that as long as the string was taut they 
were able to hear their partners clearly.

Mrs Hannah

Phonics workshop
Parents of Nursery-Year 2 children 
are warmly invited to attend an 
information session on the subject of 
Phonics on Tuesday 9 November.

The teaching of phonics is a key part of 
the curriculum for young children and 
one which can be quite confusing for 
parents.  

The aim of the event is to provide you 
with information about how we teach 
phonics at Teesside High School and 
how you can best support your child at 
home. 

Please do reply via the circulated 
Google Form to register your 
attendance. 

Tea Club places are available to assist 
with childcare.  We look forward to 
seeing you there!

Miss Hall
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Open Day
Thank you to everyone who 
came along to our Open Day in 
September.  We hope you found the 
opportunity to see our school in 
action informative and worthwhile.  
We have loved receiving feedback 
from our guests, particularly 
around how helpful and kind our 
pupil guides were:

“We had a lovely time on Saturday 
morning. I would like to commend 
our perfect guide. She made us 
feel very welcome, was incredibly 
knowledgeable and nothing was too 
much trouble.”

“We were delighted to find such a 
warm and inviting atmosphere in 
your school.”

“Wow! It is a rare thing to come 
across teachers so passionate about 
their subject.”

It has been lovely to see so many 
faces join us since their visit for 
a Taster Day.  If you would like 
to organise this for your son or 
daughter, please do get in touch via 
admissions@teessidehigh.co.uk

Digestive 
Delights 
The children in Upper Prep 

enjoyed exploring how the 

digestive system works in 

their IPC lessons last week.

They simulated how the stomach 

breaks down the food by placing some 

biscuits, water and a banana into a food 

bag and churning it all up.  They also 

added some orange juice to represent 

the stomach acid and continued to have 

fun squishing everything together!  

The children then transferred the 

stomach contents into the leg of a 

pair of tights to imitate the function 

of the small intestine.  They squeezed 

all of the liquid ‘nutrients’ out of the 

small intestine and used a tea towel 

as the large intestine, to remove any 

remaining liquid.  

Finally, they cut a small hole in the 

tights and squeezed out the waste, or 

‘poo’.  Their faces were an absolute 

picture!

Mrs Leck

Upcoming Events
The second half of the autumn term 
looks to be as action packed as the 
first, with a number of whole school 
events parents are invited to come 
along to.

Family Fireworks Display

We have already sold over 335 
tickets for the return of our fantastic 
Family Fireworks event on Friday 
5 November.  With the timing of 
Stockton fireworks (falling this year 
on Sunday 7 November), we are 
hoping lots of our local community 
will come along and join us for our 
wonderful, riverside display to 
celebrate Bonfire Night.  There will 
be food, drinks, sweetie and glow 
stalls, something for all of the family!  
Tickets on sale now from ParentPay/

school reception, adults £4.00, 
concession £2.50.

Remembrance Service

We once again welcome the return 
of our poignant Remembrance 
Service, on Thursday 11 November 
at 10.30am.  The service will last 
for around 45 minutes, before 
refreshments are served in our new 
Coffee Bar.  Parents; please reply via 
the circulated Google Form if you are 
able to make it.

All Together Now!

The hotly anticipated return of live 
music at THS, with solo performances, 
group ensembles and even the staff 
giving us something to sing along 

to!  Purchase your tickets now via: 
https://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
teesside-high-school

Speech Day

We are most looking forward to 
welcoming professional climber and 
motivational speaker Ben Heason 
to our annual Speech Day on Friday 
26 November.  Make sure to save the 
date - this is the much anticipated 
return of Speech Day in school and we 
cannot wait to see you there.  Invites 
to follow.

Please keep a watchful eye on our 
busy calendar and let us know if you 
have any queries.

Miss Hockney

Our Family
Upper Prep 2 have been 

learning about DNA in IPC 

this term.

The children have explored how all 

living things are made from cells and 

that the nucleus of a cell contains 

chromosomes which are made up 

of DNA.  Our DNA carries certain 

characteristics and genes that we then 

inherit from our family members.  

The children examined photos of 

themselves and their family and 

wrote about certain characteristics or 

similar genes that they share with their 

parents, siblings or grandparents. 

Louis is hoping to carry on the height 

gene from his uncle, who is 6ft 7! 

Miss Fenny

Prep Harvest
Festival

Thank you to everyone who came along 
and supported our Prep pupils’ Harvest 
Festival last week, and to Father Bill 
Braviner for providing our prayer. It 
was wonderful to have parents back in 
school once more. 

Our student leaders also were able to 
proudly make a generous donation to 
Thornaby Food Bank this afternoon, 
thanks to your kindness over recent 
weeks.

Mr Griffiths

Minibeast Hotel Project
In Enrichment time, pupils in Years 

5-8 have been working hard on our 

woodland minibeast hotel project.  

They were all introduced to using a 

saw and worked well together to saw 

bamboo into smaller bits for the hotel. 

Their bamboo came in handy for our 

Pre-Prep Forest School lesson, when 

the younger children started to fill our 

minibeast hotels with natural items 

found around base camp.

Miss Hopkins
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Drama Visit
The Drama Department was 
delighted to recently host a series 
of workshops with professional 
actor, writer and director, Dave 
Cartwright. 

Our students really enjoyed the 
sessions, developing new skills and 
refining more established ones. 

Dave focused on the practitioners 
Konstantin Stanislavski and Steven 
Berkoff, gave developmental 
feedback to Year 11 students on 
their examination projects and 
demonstrated characters from 
Commedia dell’arte. 

Dave said he enjoyed his first visit 
to our school, meeting friendly 
staff and creative students.  He also 
highly rated his school dinner!

Mr Coates

Tea Time Concert
On Tuesday 5 October we saw the very welcome return of 

our Tea Time Concert series.

As always, these smaller performance 

opportunities are designed to be 

more relaxed and informal than our 

major concert events and are ideal 

for students who are working on new 

examination pieces, or performing a 

new style of piece.  

We set the scene with cafe-style 

tables, flowers and of course delicious 

refreshments provided by our 

wonderful catering team.

Ten performers from Year 7 to Year 13 

delighted our attentive and generous 

audience with a wide variety of musical 

pieces.  Bethea, Emily and Stella all 

played the piano with pieces ranging 

from Grade 3 to post-Grade 8.  Holly, 

Elisa, Millie and Shanice sang a range 

of solo and duet pieces from pop to 

musical theatre.  A special mention 

has to go to Nick, Amelia and George 

who performed in their first Tea Time 

Concert since joining the THS family in 

September this year, they all did so well.

An enormous well done to all, and 

thank you to our lovely audience for 

your support and attendance.  It was 

very heartwarming to see and hear live 

music taking place again in school and 

students are already looking forward to 

their next performance!

Mrs Shevels

Celebrating 
Black 
History 
Month
This month sees us 
celebrating Black History Month across the country in a 
variety of ways.

Our Senior School started the week last 

week with an assembly highlighting 

the fact that some great names have 

helped to make huge political and 

social advances in society, including 

Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandela and Martin 

Luther King.  However, these are not 

the only black people who are helping 

to shape black history.  We also heard 

about Kingslee James Daley, a musician 

and cultural and political spokesperson, 

Bessie Coleman, aviator, Matt Baker, 

comic book artist and Phillis Wheatley, 

poet.

We dicussed how Black History Month 

helps to raise awareness of diversity 

and racial inequality and discussed how 

often people feel that inequality goes 

unnoticed unless you have experienced 

it directly.

Students considered why Black History 

Month is important and followed this 

up with discussions in their tutor 

groups around everyone needing 

someone to aspire to; someone to 

identify with as a role model.  Without 

this aspiration, many of the barriers 

black people have faced for many 

hundreds of years will continue and 

we have the power to continue this 

change because to be equal there 

must be equality.  Celebrating black 

history applauds diversity in our global, 

national and school communities.

Year 10 and Year 7 have followed 

this up with some thoughtful display 

work which can be seen on our link 

corridor, reflecting on what a number of 

historical figures’ social media profiles 

would look like if they were alive today.

Miss Stephens

Washing up fun!
Our students are so enthusiastic, they 
email their Physics experiments from 
home!  During summer break, Emily in 
Year 10 sent the following:  ‘I was meant 
to be washing up some wine glasses but I 
got bored so I filled them up and rubbed 
my finger around the rims.  I decided 
to use a lens and slow motion to film it 
and this is what I found!’  Washing up is 
the perfect time to investigate Physics!  
What Emily filmed is called resonance 
- the rate your finger is moving is 
pleasing to the level of water in the 
glass so it vibrates a large amount 
(amplitude).  Emily has filmed it 
beautifully so you can see the standing 
wave around the glass’ rim.

Ms Goodman

Trestle Masks
At our recent Open Day, Drama 
students explored our ‘Trestle Mask’ 
collection.  It was brilliant to see our 
guides, students and visitors making 
masks and performing in them.  Many 
thanks to all who contributed.

Mr Coates
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