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ALL TOGETHER NOW
On Friday 12 November, we held the first major performance of a live 
music event here at Teesside High School since December 2019, almost 
two full years ago, due to the 
impact and restrictions of the 
Covid-19 pandemic.
All Together Now is a special global event made 
possible by the generosity of Music Theatre 
International.  The show happened all over the 
world last weekend, in 44 countries, every state in 
America, with more than 2500 schools and theatre 
companies putting on over 5500 performances, and 
with a minimum expected reach of 1.1 million people, 
including our own warm and welcoming audience here 
at THS. 

Having filled the strange silence of the various 
lockdown periods over the last two years with 
numerous virtual events, it was with great pleasure 
and excitement that we presented this musical revue 
concert, live and in person.  To have students from 
Year 7 to Year 13 performing together, singing and 
dancing on stage again was a delight to behold and our 
audience were very appreciative of all the hard work 
that went into the event.  Every single performance 
was a real showstopper and highlighted just how many 
very talented students we have in our school family.  

Our raffle held on the evening was very successful and 
raised a wonderful £255.00 for Mencap.  Thank you for 
supporting this very worthwhile cause.

I am incredibly proud of the young people who 
participated in this performance; they have been a 
pleasure to work with every week and we have filled 
our enrichment times with fun, hard work, joy and 
above all, music.  We are already preparing for the 
many Christmas events that are still to come this term, 
including the end of term Carol Service on Wednesday 
15 December and our Winter Concert on Thursday 9 
December, so save the dates in your diaries - they are 
not to be missed!

Mrs Shevels
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WELCOME
Pupils have returned to school ready for an 
exciting half term as we count down the days 
until Christmas!
It has been a pleasure to be able 
to welcome many guests back 
into school since we returned 
from our half term break.  
Although we have only been 
back for three weeks, a number 
of much-anticipated events have 
been able to make a welcome 
return to the school calendar. 

Our THS Family Fireworks 
Display was truly back with 
a bang as this year; the event 
sold out!  Families were able 
to witness a beautiful display 
whilst enjoying food and drink 
provided by our fantastic 
catering team. 

Just a week later, a poignant 
Remembrance Service took place 
in our Main Hall as we all came 
together to commemorate those 
who have fought and continue 
to fight for our freedom and the 
values we hold so dear. 

Finally, last Friday, we held 
our first live school musical 
performance in almost two 
years!  All Together Now was a 
fantastic night and I was even 
able to take part myself thanks 
to Mrs Shevels involving our staff 
choir and giving the event a true 
whole school feel.

I would like to thank all staff, 
parents and students for your 
continuous support.  It is always 
amazing to be able to see you 
at the events that shape our 
wonderful school community. 

We had seen a small rise in 
Covid-19 cases over the half 
term break, and regrettably 
this number has grown slightly 

over the past few weeks.  We 
have therefore taken swift 
action to reduce the risk to 
pupils, families, staff and our 
wider school community.  For 
our Christmas Market next 
Saturday, we are asking all 
visitors to complete a lateral 
flow test prior to coming along, 
and to wear a face mask whilst 
inside the school building.  With 
these measures in place, we are 
confident we can continue with 
our usual events, albeit in the 
safest possible way.

As Christmas is just around the 
corner, we have many exciting 
activities planned for the rest 
of the term.  From Children in 
Need Day today, Speech Day and 
many more trips and visits, we 
look forward to seeing our pupils 
thrive throughout this busy and 
rewarding term. 

I hope you enjoy reading the 
latest edition of our school 
newsletter.  Have a lovely 
weekend. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head 

U13 Indoor Hockey vs Yarm School
Our U13 Boys’ Hockey team played an 
extremely competitive game against 
Yarm School on Wednesday evening.   

A number of U12s stepped up to help 
the team in the absence of a couple 
of our players, and they did not 
disappoint. 

We got off to a strong start, creating 
good chances with the stick skills of 
Zach and Seth.  THS took an early lead 
with Seth scoring a good team goal 
which started with Elliott’s strong 
defence.  

Both Louis and Benedict showed the 
progress they have been making in 
lessons with fantastic block tackling as 
well as the decision making of when to 

pass and when to dribble.  

Daniel was again a strong part of the 
THS game and made a number of 
impressive saves despite his limited 
experience in goal, which is a good 
sign for his development.  

James and Isaac were constantly a 

threat with the ball and found plenty 
of space on the pitch.  

A very entertaining game which we 
narrowly lost 6-4.  

Well done, boys.

Mr Thomas

UNDER 11 HOCKEY VS 
CHORISTERS
We were very proud of our Under 11 Girls’ Hockey team last 
Friday.
The girls played against Choristers, 
Durham, and showed how much they 
have improved since September. 

Their positioning, skills and general 
understanding of the game was much 
better.  The girls thoroughly enjoyed 
their afternoon and cannot wait for 

their next game.  A special mention to 
Flo, Evie and Eshel who all scored; Isla 
for taking on the role of captain; Sophia, 
Abigail and Roxie for defending so well 
and also to Flossie for taking on the role 
of photographer!

Miss Turnbull

Gymnastics
Year 8 Gymnasts have been working 
on individual, pair and group balances.  
Sixes proved tricky but with some 
practice, the pyramid was their routine 
finale.  Well done, girls!

Miss Stephens

County Hockey 
It is absolutely fantastic to see so 
many THS pupils being selected to 
represent the county for Hockey 
after their recent trials.  Well done 
to the following: 

John Macafee, Lily Collingwood, 
Rosie Martin, Louis Main, Hadi 
Younis, Isaac Graham, Anisa Ditta, 
Poppy Brion, Seth Holland, Dylan 
Shehade, Finn Masterson, Emily 
Fothergill and Josh, Rohan, Oliver 
and Ed (all pictured).

Rohan in Year 9 continues to 
impress in his cricket outside of 
school, too!  He has recently been 
selected to represent Durham 
County Under 14 for the upcoming 
season.  

We look forward to updating you on 
our pupils’ future sporting success.

Miss Turnbull
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Incy Wincy Spider
Our Nursery pupils enjoyed making 

spiders as part of World Nursery 

Rhyme Week this week. 

The children counted very carefully 

to make sure all of the spiders had 

eight legs. 

Well done Nursery, your Incy Wincy 

Spiders looked fantastic!

Miss Hall

The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar
This week, Nursery and Reception children have been 
learning all about The Very Hungry Caterpillar.
Pupils been making caterpillars by 
carefully counting out pom poms 
and making beautiful symmetrical 
butterflies.  The highlight of the 
week was when we all headed off to 
Billingham Forum to see a performance 
of The Very Hungry Caterpillar live on 
stage!  

The children thoroughly enjoyed 
our adventure and were true THS 
ambassadors.  Other visitors to the 
theatre were full of praise for our 
youngest pupils commenting on how 
well behaved and smart they were.

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

Phonics Information Event
It was lovely to welcome so many 
Pre-Prep parents to our Phonics 
Information Event last week.  

The teaching of reading and spelling 
is a crucial part of our broad Pre-Prep 
curriculum with every child from 
Nursery to Year 2 taking part in a daily 
phonics lesson.  To be able to share with 

parents our approach to this is hugely 
important to ensure all children make 
great progress.  I hope that all parents 
who attended it found it informative 
and they feel well equipped to be able 
to support their child at home.  Watch 
this space for future phonics events.

Miss Hall

Anti-Bullying Week
As part of Anti-Bullying Week, Year 
1 children have been thinking about 
being kind.  

The theme for this year’s campaign 
is ‘one kind word’, so during their 
English lesson, pupils explored a 
wide range of vocabulary that can be 

used to be kind to others.  They have 
been writing sentences using these 
words and have also set each other a 
challenge to see how many kind things  
they can say each day.

Mrs Hannah

Forest School
We had a very special guest with us in EYFS Forest School 
this week, our wonderful school dog, George!
The Nursery and Reception pupils were 
very excited to have George with us, 
and looked after him very well.

The main task of the session was to 
create our own Pudsey Bear in support 
of Children in Need.  Our pupils worked 
together to collect many yellow leaves 
and assembled them in the shape of 
Pudsey. 

A special mention to Raffie in Nursery 
who was determined to get the most 
leaves, so he used his initiative and 
found a plant pot to take around with 
him!

A lovely session had by all.

Miss Hopkins

Fruit Salad
Pre-Prep children have been busy 
finding out about taste as part of their 
IPC topic, Sensational. 

The children have explored the 
different types of food and thought 
about what makes a healthy meal.  They 
then sorted food into carbohydrates, 
dairy and protein. 

The pupils also discussed foods that 
were high in sugar or fats.  The children 
then designed and made their own 
healthy fruit salads to take home to 
enjoy.

Mrs Hannah
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Robinwood
Just before half term, all of the Upper Prep children set 

out on an adventure to the Robinwood Activity Centre in 

Cumbria.

For many of the children this was their 

very first residential visit and for others 

it had been a long time since their trip 

to Gibside in Year 3.  

There was a tiny bit of nervousness, 

but a bucket full of excitement about 

heading off.  

Robinwood has long been one of the 

most favoured of school trips among 

both the children and adults in the Prep 

School, filled with exciting activities 

such as climbing, canoeing, trapeze and 

of course, the dreaded piranha pool.  

It is a great opportunity for the children 

to try something new and really 

challenge themselves.  

We had a fantastic three days jam 

packed full of fun activities and amazing 

food and the children were all great 

ambassadors for the school.  

Miss Lockerbie

Mr Doodle
Prep pupils have been getting to 
grips with the work of Mr Doodle 
in my Contemporary Artist Study 
enrichment lessons.  Mr Doodle 
(Sam Cox) is an English artist from 

Kent who describes his drawing 
style as ‘OCD - Obsessive Compulsive 
Drawing.’  His clients include Adidas 
and MTV and his artwork has fetched 
more than $1,000,000 at auction.  The 
pupils started by watching Mr Doodle 

at work before copying some of his 
drawings.  They then produced their 
own doodles.  We hope that you enjoy 
seeing their artwork!

Mr Griffiths

Bushcraft Club
Our little fire starters in Bushcraft 
Club have been learning about the fire 
triangle and discussing the difference 
between natural and manmade tinder 
this week. 

They were challenged to create a small 
fire as a team and had to work together 
to pick the best tinder for the job, laying 
the wood in the best possible way. 

They managed to keep their fire going 
for 20 minutes!

Miss Hopkins

Earth as an 
Island
The children in Upper Prep 
1 are well underway with 
their second IPC topic of the 
year, Earth as an Island. 
They spent the first couple of lessons 
thinking about how far our food travels 
to reach our plate.  They thought about 
what we mean by food miles and 
calculated the distance that a simple 
fruit salad may have travelled to get to 
our plate.  Ryan’s fruit salad totalled a 
massive 37,796 miles!  

This made us think more about the 
importance of shopping locally and also 
the impact of our carbon footprint.

The children then moved on to some 
art tasks where they have represented a 
range of different islands using several 
different mediums.  They have practised 
their sketching skills using some graded 
pencils, have taken a turn at completing 
some block printing and more recently 
have applied their oil pastel skills.  They 
thought about different techniques 
to apply their colour and particularly 
enjoyed the blending.

Mrs Kennedy

Woodland Adventures
The children in Upper Prep 1 are 
enjoying their time in the Forest School 
for their Wednesday enrichment 
sessions this half term.  

This week the children took part in a 
fun game of hide and seek, the woods 
providing lots of exciting and unusual 
places to hide!  The children also 
enjoyed some games of noughts and 

crosses, using a range of woodland 
resources to set up the game board.

The children also found time to climb 
a few trees and have a go on the swing 
before heading back up to school.

A great session of woodland fun was 
had by all!

Mrs Kennedy
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Artist of the 
Month

We are delighted to announce that 
Jen Dodd in Year 11 is our Artist of 
the Month for November.  

Jen is busy experimenting with 
techniques and media in order to 
create her final identity artwork.  
Having decided that she wants a 3D 
element to her work, Jen tried to 
make hands in modroc and clay but 
decided that she needed to make 
a metal armature to support the 
modroc.  

The metal hand was so successful 
that Jen decided to adapt this 
adding wires and disused computer 
parts to enhance the piece, this 
complements her theme of 
breaking away from the system 
perfectly and is so eye-catching 
that she might not cover it with 
modroc after all!  It just shows that 
sometimes great art happens in a 
way you never expected.

Mrs Machan

Charity Shoebox Appeal
Forty four shoeboxes filled to the brim with a mixture 
of essential items, sweets and treats were collected by 
the charity Children in Distress and are beginning their 
journey to Romania, thanks to your generosity.
They will be given to children and 
older people who would otherwise not 
receive a gift – in  cases these people 
will never have received a Christmas 
gift before.

This has been possible due to the 
kindness of students and parents, one 
of whom made a £150.00 donation to 
the cause, and also to the hard work of 
the Charity Enrichment Group.  

Organised by Year 12 student Freya, 
this group of four have raised funds by 
holding a Bake Sale, Sponge the Teacher 
and a Name the Dog competition 
in order to buy items to fill their 
shoeboxes with. 

They have meticulously planned and 
budgeted to ensure that a wide range of 
ages have been catered for.  They have 

also wrapped and packed the boxes.

Tracy England, the representative 
of the charity who collected the 
shoeboxes, was extremely impressed 
with the group, commenting on how 
well presented and how heavy the 
boxes were!  She was particularly 
impressed to hear that this had been 
organised entirely by students.

A very big thank you to all parents 
and students who contributed to 
the shoeboxes; to Ralph in Pre-Prep 
who donated three boxes; 7T who 
contributed six; to Lily, Coco, Esme, 
and Martha for all their hard work 
and especially to Freya for organising 
everything.

Miss Dodsworth

Bronze 
Duke of 
Edinburgh 
On Saturday 6 November, 
our first three groups took 
to the Cleveland Hills to 
complete their second Bronze DofE training hike.

The students were very lucky with the 

weather and got a lovely, dry autumnal 

day!

The groups started from three different 

start points with a supervised walk; 

they identified various tick features and 

handrails and focused on transferring 

what they could see around them to 

what was on the map. 

After a successful morning, the groups 

then completed their first self-led walk, 

a loop starting around Seave Green. 

The groups enjoyed this challenge 

and had lots of stories to tell on their 

return!

These students will now start to 

concentrate on their Skill, Physical and 

Volunteering sections of the Award. 

I look forward to updating you on their 

progress.

Miss Hopkins

Webinar
Year 11 Food and Nutrition students 
were part of a small online webinar 
with a professional dietician and 
lecturer earlier this term.  The 
opportunity was organised by The Food 
Teachers Centre and we were one of 
only four schools live online. 

The students listened to an insightful 
presentation by Sarah Lyster based 
around their task on cardiovascular 
heart disease and typed questions 
which were answered live.  Sarah was 
very impressed by the level of prior 
knowledge our students had and gave 
some fantastic informative answers.  I 
look forward to seeing how our GCSE 
students use this information in their 
work.

Miss Storey

Fish Heroes
Our Food and Nutrition department is 
delighted to be working with the Fish 
Heroes programme this year, allowing 
students to be provided with a huge 
supply of fresh rope grown mussels, 
delivered to school this week. 

The mussels will be used across a few 
year groups, in particular with GCSE 

Food and Nutrition students who will 

be using the fresh seafood to consider 

sustainability in food sourcing and 

ethics with different fishing methods. 

Watch this space for their final 

products!

Miss Storey

Mathematical Genius!
Yet again, Year 9 student Ed has 
amazed everyone at THS with his 
Mathematical abilities.  Following on 
from the first round of both the UK 
Junior Mathematical Olympiad and UK 
Intermediate Mathematical Challenge, 
Ed has wowed us with the following 
results;

UK Junior Mathematical Olympiad

Only a 1000 students nationwide are 
invited to compete in this challenge.  
Ed achieved the Gold Medal Award 
(only the top 30/1000 scorers in 
the UK are awarded this accolade) 
and the Book Prize Award (only the 
top 50/1000 scorers in the UK are 

awarded this accolade).

UK Intermediate Mathematical 
Challenge (aimed at Year 10 and 
Year 11 students) 

Only 600 students nationwide are 
invited to compete in this challenge.  
Ed achieved the Gold Medal Award 
(only the top 20/600 scorers in the 
UK are awarded this accolade) and 
the Book Prize Award (only the top 
50/600 scorers in the UK are awarded 
this accolade).  

These results are beyond outstanding.  
A huge congratulations, Ed!

Mrs Mardon
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Lest We Forget
On the eleventh hour of the eleventh day of the eleventh 
month, Teesside High School fell silent in our Annual 
Remembrance Service.

A school event which holds huge 
importance to us as a community and 
especially for our staff, parents and 
extended family who have represented 
us in the Armed Forces both during 
peace times and in conflict to maintain 
our right to the freedoms we hold dear.

The service included beautiful readings 
from Iliana Pizzi, Pierre Selenne, 
Alexander Stonehouse and Jennifer 
Dodd alongside two fantastic moving 
choir performances.  Mrs Mackenzie’s 
address led us all to think of the age 
at which young people would go off to 
war, never returning, in comparison to 
the age of our pupils, emphasised in the 
heart wrenching A Poem For Poppy Day 

by Don Crawford.

Following The Ode, read by Head Boy 
Yash Vagadia and prayers by Head Girl 
Abbie Smith, we were honoured to see 
poppy wreaths laid by Mrs Mackenzie, 
RAF Cadet Phoebe Croft, Deputy 
Lord Lieutenant Mr Mark Wright, site 
manager Peter Herbert, IT technician 
Scott Morrison, catering manager 
Marcus Baker and chef Michelle 
Davies on behalf and in memory of our 
school community and Armed Forces 
colleagues.

At the going down of the sun and in the 
morning, we will remember them.

Miss Stephens

Year 10 Business
In IGCSE Business, one of the skills 
that students find most challenging is 
AO2 Application.  

This is where students have to link 
their subject knowledge to a specific 
business case study.  

As a result the department is working 

hard to help students improve this 
aspect of their work. 

In a recent assessment on ‘Types 
of Organisation’, George Danson 
and Georgia Taylor demonstrated 
excellent application and were able 
to integrate terminology into their 

answers that was related to the 
assessment case study on kennels in 
order to demonstrate a thorough and 
comprehensive understanding of this 
topic area. 

Well done!

Mrs Boothroyd

Online Learning 
Portfolio
When I speak to academics in universities, as well as 
undergraduates, it is clear that online learning will very 
likely form some part of university education for the next 
few years.

Likewise for those entering the world 
of work, remote working has become 
a part of the new normal for many 
jobs.  This struck us, in THS Sixth 
Form, as an opportunity for growth 
and development for our students.  We 
are determined to equip all pupils for 
the reality of the world as it is, to be 
as flexible as the times require, and 
to build on the success of our online 
learning during lockdown. 

Our aim is for each student to enhance 
the skills they need to succeed at 
online learning, whether that is as 
part of a taught course or undertaken 
independently.  We plan to enable our 
students to aim higher at university, not 
just at A-level.  

Each student in Year 12 will be adding 
to a personal online learning portfolio 
over the course of the year, taking 
the time over several weeks to work 
towards accreditation in courses from 
our database, which are as varied as 
Applied Linguistics, Cybercrime or 
Heritage and Conservation.  Many of 
the courses are MOOCs, Massive Open 
Online Courses, developed and run by 
universities.  Creating this portfolio 
of online learning will hone their 
intellectual curiosity in subjects and 
topics well beyond their curriculum, 
encouraging them to be led by their 

passions, no matter how quirky or off-

beat.

We are giving students a structured 

approach; and an allocated time each 

week to complete the courses, with 

opportunities for reflection, target 

setting and evaluation.  Naturally 

this will be hugely beneficial for 

students considering university 

courses, but should also support 

their classroom subjects too, as they 

build transferable skills.  As we pride 

ourselves on enabling our students 

to become workplace-ready, we are 

also committing to the completion 

of virtual work experience for each 

student during Year 12, with a range 

of significant providers, from British 

Airways to Goldman Sachs among the 

household names, to smaller settings 

offering internships in science fiction 

writing and structural engineering. 

The top universities used to publish a 

university-wide lecture list every term, 

and undergraduates would attend not 

just their own subject, but could engage 

with any aspect of the life of the mind 

that inspired or interested them, and 

that is exactly the kind of experience 

we believe has a place here, in a pre-

university setting. 

Miss Bird

Family Fireworks
Display

Our THS Family Fireworks Display was 
a night to remember with food, drink 
and lots of family fun.  Families and 
friends gathered to watch a beautiful 
display down beside the River Tees.
Quotes from visitors included; ‘It was 
superbly organised and a lot of fun, a 
great night’ and ‘a lovely night out with 
family, thank you’.

Congratulations to our pumpkin 
competition winner Harriet Austin and 
runners up Elliott Hunt and Harper 
Sherris; your pumpkins were amazing!

Thank you to all who came to support 
and who helped organise the event, we 
hope to see you again next year!

Miss Connor

A-level Drama
‘Amazing, Enthralling, Different!’  
This was just some of the audience 
feedback from our recent A-level 
Drama performance.  

It was a real pleasure to welcome 
a real, live audience back into the 
Drama Studio.  Our Year 10 and 
Year 11 GCSE Drama students, 
parents of performers and staff 
thoroughly enjoyed our Year 12 
performance.  The work was 
based on the Splendid Productions 
adaptation of Aeschylus’ The 
Oresteia. 

Further audience feedback 
highlighted ‘the synchronisation 
between the actors’, ‘an authentic 
summary of The Oresteia...relatable 
and full of dark humour’ and ‘the 
humour was excellent, the timing 
was superb...the soundtrack was 
great’.  A Year 11 student thought 
that the message of the piece was 
‘revenge always leads to fury and 
anguish’. 

We are very proud of you, Year 12.

Mr Coates
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