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THE SUNDAY TIMES 
LEAGUE TABLES
Teesside High School has once again been named as one of the region’s 
best performing independent schools in The Sunday Times League 
Tables!
Building upon its success over many years, Teesside 
High has been recognised as the 6th best performing 
independent school in the entire North East region, 
the highest placed of any non-academically selective 
school.

Mrs Mackenzie, Head, said: “We are thrilled to have 
once again been recognised for the strength of our 
examination results, outstanding academic rigour and 
high quality teaching and learning.

“What is particularly notable is that THS continues 
to punch above its weight and rival some of the most 
academically selective schools in the area.  We are 
proud not to select children on the basis of their 
academic potential; we are an inclusive school and 
we work with children of all abilities to achieve great 
things, both in and out of the classroom.

“Our parents value not only the results we achieve, but 
the way in which we achieve them.  Small class sizes, 
personalised learning and our family-like, nurturing 
environment are all integral to our ongoing success.”

Teesside High School was recently recognised as being 
within the top 1% of schools in the country for the 
value added to each child’s education; a measure of the 
progress our pupils make during their time at school.  
At Teesside High School Sixth Form, for example, in 
2021, every student achieved almost a grade higher 
in their A-level examinations than their GCSE results 
suggested they would; two grades higher in some 
subjects, such as Science and Mathematics.

Whilst examination results paint only part of the 
picture of our wonderful school, we are delighted to be 
recognised at a national level once again – it is a huge 
credit to our brilliant staff team and hard-working 
pupil body.

You can find out more about joining Teesside High 
School by visiting our upcoming Open Day on Saturday 
22 January, 10.00am-12.00pm.  Register now via the 
school website. 

Miss Hockney 
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WELCOME
I hope you all have a Merry Christmas and a 
very happy New Year!
As we approach the end of the 
autumn term, it is wonderful 
to be able to reflect back on all 
of the fantastic moments from 
the past four months.  From our 
Family Fireworks Display to 
the Christmas Market, musical 
concerts to poignant services, 
not a week gone by without 
the THS family spirit shining 
through. 

Just this week I had the great 
pleasure of spending an hour 
in the company of some of 
our highest achieving Year 11 
students.  After a couple of weeks 
where we clashed over uniform 
standards and punctuality, it 
was only fair that credit was 
given where it was due.  These 
remarkable young people have 
finished this first term of Year 11 
with all subject areas on target 
or better. Everything looks very 
promising for them as we run up 
to mock examinations in January, 
and it was only fitting that 
they were rewarded with hot 
chocolate with all the trimmings  
and a generous slice of cake, or 
two!  The afternoon was topped 
off with a visit from George and 
cuddles galore.  Well done to all 
those involved and keep up the 
hard work.

It has been brilliant to see lots 
of charitable giving taking 
place within school this term.  
We were able to raise a grand 
total of £1,576.20 for Children 
in Need!  A special shout-out 
goes to Holly in Year 8 for 
single handedly raising £430 
for this great cause.  We have 
also been able support our 
local foodbank at Hebron 
Church in Stockton for the 

seventh year running, and send 
gifts to Mission Christmas, 
which aims to provide the most 
disadvantaged people in our 
local community with Christmas 
presents.  Earlier this half term 
we also sent 44 shoeboxes to 
Romania to aid the charity 
Children in Distress.  Thank you 
to all who donated so generously 
at this time of the year. 

In the wake of increasing 
restrictions, it has been 
wonderful to welcome parents 
back to school for key events 
such as our Winter Concert and 
Pre-Prep Nativity.  This would 
not have been possible without 
your support and cooperation 
for our Covid-safety measures, 
for which I am very grateful.

Over the Christmas break I 
would like to remind everyone to 
stay safe, but most of all, to have 
fun, rest and enjoy quality time 
with family and friends.  I wish 
you all a very Merry Christmas 
and I cannot wait to see what the 
New Year brings for our pupils. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head 

District Cross Country Competition 
Last Wednesday afternoon saw the 
return of the annual District Cross 
Country Competition.  In usual style 
the weather was cold, wet and very 
muddy.  46 pupils competed for 
Teesside High in six categories, over 
various distances up to 5km. 

A lot of our students showed grit and 
determination, particularly those who 

had made the team through sheer 
hard work and commitment.  Stand 
out performances came from Kiyan, 
finishing 6th despite being sent the 
wrong way on the first lap!  Kiyan 
does not realise his own potential in 
this sport. 

Our only Sixth Form runner was Liam 
who helped all afternoon, warming 
up his peers and then leading by 
example, finishing 4th in his Senior 
Boys’ category.  Oliver in Year 9 also 
finished a very respectable 15th place 
in Junior Boys, a race with well over 
90 competitors. 

Onto the girls and our best result of 
the day was from Martha in Year 7, 
who showed outstanding resilience 
and gave absolutely everything she 
had to finish an amazing second 

place.  In the Intermediate Girls’ race, 
all THS pupils gave good personal 
performances with Isobel, Megan and 
Layla all securing top 12 finishes.  

The following pupils have now 
qualified for the County Round on 
Wednesday 5 January; Liam, Kiyan, 
Isobel, Megan, Layla and Martha.

Miss Turnbull

Duke of Edinburgh
It has been great to see our Bronze, 
Silver and Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
students starting with their Skill 
Physical and Volunteering sections 
of the award. They have been very 
imaginative and proactive with their 
activities. 

For Volunteering, we have pupils 
coaching a variety of sports, gardening 
for neighbours, reading with Prep 
School pupils, litter picking and helping 
elderly people. 

For the Physical section, students are 
being recognised for their efforts in 
a range of different activities, from 
netball to horse riding, sailing to surfing 
and ice skating to ballet. 

Finally for the Skills section, we 
have pupils learning how to fix cars, 
completing a navigation, learning how 
to touch type, developing photography 
skills and much more!

I am really impressed with the variety 
of experiences our pupils are involved 
in - keep up the good work.

Miss Hopkins

Year 9 Hockey 
On Monday 22 November, our Year 

9 boys’ hockey team faced Red 

House School. 

On a freezing cold night, we 

travelled with a strong team of 11 

pupils to Norton Hockey Club. 

The game started at a fast-pace, 

with both teams battling for control 

of the play. 

As the game went on, THS adapted 

to the pitch and started to pass 

the ball around with speed and 

accuracy. 

The THS defence remained solid, 

whilst Euan, Oliver and Rohan 

controlled the midfield. 

Few chances were created by either 

team with our goalkeeper, Armand, 

not getting a single touch of the 

ball. 

The game finished 0-0 but THS put 

on a very mature and promising 

performance.  Well done, boys. 

Mr Williamson
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Dear Santa
Nursery pupils are getting ready for 
the festive season and have been 
thinking about what they might 
like to find in their stockings on 
Christmas morning. 

The children have loved looking 
through catalogues with their 
friends and have shown how good 
they are at using scissors by cutting 
out pictures of the things they may 
like Santa to bring.

Miss Hall

A Winter Wonderland 
Our Nursery, Reception and Pre-Prep classes have been 
enjoying winter activities within their final few Forest 
School lessons of the term.

The children all enjoyed a 
toasty campfire whilst roasting 
marshmallows.  Our youngest pupils 
also took advantage of the snow, 
discussing the signs of winter,  playing 
in the field with George and making 
snowmen. 

In their final session of term, the 

groups enjoyed a festive treat and made 

Christmas decorations for members of 

staff in school.

Miss Hopkins

Santa’s little elves 
Santa’s little elves are hard at work in 

Nursery, wrapping presents ahead of 

the big day!  

They have been practising cutting 

skills, cutting the paper to the correct 

size and also showing everyone how 

good they are at writing by writing 

names on gift tags to ensure the 

presents reach the correct person. 

Well done, Nursery.

Miss Hall

Pre-Prep Nativity
It doesn’t feel like Christmas until the Pre-Prep children 
have performed a Nativity! 

The children delivered A Bundle of Joy 

brilliantly.  

The story of Grumble the donkey, who 

just wanted a peaceful stable to snooze 

in, was a wonderful lead into the 

traditional Christmas story. 

Well done to all of the children and 

thank you to all of the parents who 

came along to support us.  I hope that 

you enjoyed watching as much as our 

pupils enjoyed performing.  

We would like to say a big thank you to 

Mrs Shevels and Mr Wing for their help 

organising the music for this special 

performance.

The Pre-Prep Team 

Stay and Play
Nursery was transformed into a magical 
winter wonderland for our recent Stay 
and Play event.  It was lovely to see 
so many Nursery parents as well as 
visiting families enjoy a morning of 
musical winter activities together.  The 
Nursery children loved having so many 

visitors to show around and are already 

excited for future Stay and Play events.  

A very big thank you to all our visitors 

who joined us.  We hope you had as 

much fun as we did!

Miss Hall
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Speech and Drama
It’s been an exciting week for many of our Speech and 
Drama pupils.

Throughout the term, the children have 
been learning and preparing poems 
and story extracts from the London 
Academy of Music and Dramatic Arts 
(LAMDA) grades syllabus. 

The Prep children performed their 
poems to each other on the Prep School 
stage on Wednesday 1 December 

in their special Speech and Drama 
workshop.  They shared the knowledge 
they had learned this term regarding 
performance skills and commented 
on each other’s performances.  They 
also offered considered suggestions for 
improvement!

Ms Jackson

Island Life
Lower Prep kicked off their IPC new 

topic Island Life in style, as they came 

to school dressed in their best island 

attire on Monday 29 November.  In 

school they learned all about the 

islands in the South Pacific, had a go 

at the Haka and the Hulu dance and 

even tried a range of different tropical 

fruits!

Miss Lockerbie

Festive Fun
Upper Prep pupils 2 have caused a 
stir with their brilliant classroom 
decorations!

Miss Fenny

Forest School
Both our Prep and Senior enrichment 
groups have enjoyed learning about 
and creating fire with flint and steel 
this half term.  

The students have progressed from 
lighting cotton wool to setting tinder 
alight to then maintaining a fire safely. 

Miss Hopkins

Bushcraft Club
The dark, cold nights have not 

stopped Bushcraft Club pupils from 

having lots of fun on a Monday 

night!  

Over the past few weeks, they 

have explored our woodland 

environment in the dark. 

The group particularly liked the 

challenge of finding bugs with 

their head torches.  To finish the 

term, the group also enjoyed their 

campfire with hot chocolate and 

marshmallows; this was made even 

more special as the children used 

their newly acquired skills to start 

the fire themselves!

Miss Hopkins

CryptoPunks 
During Upper Prep 2’s Contemporary Artist Study 
enrichment lessons, pupils have been looking at 
CryptoPunks developed by Larva Labs.
The CryptoPunks are 24x24 pixel art 

images, generated algorithmically. 

Despite their simplicity, the works 

realise very large prices when offered 

for sale.  The most expensive, Punk 

#3100, sold for $7,580,000!

First of all the pupils copied a version of 

a Punk using Microsoft Word.  They did 

this by using a 30x30 grid and filling 

the cells with colour.  The cells were 

then removed to leave just the artwork. 

They then moved on to produce their 

own self portraits in this style.  We hope 

you like them.  Do you suppose they 

might be worth millions one day?

Mr Griffiths
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Drama in the 
woods

If you go down in the woods today...
you are sure to find some GCSE 
Drama students!

Our brilliant Year 10 GCSE Drama 
ensemble took over part of our 
stunning Forest School recently 
and turned it into a site specific 
performance space. 

The play DNA by Dennis Kelly is 
mainly set in a wood.  It was great 
to use our natural environment 
and nature really lifted our 
performance.  Thanks to Miss 
Hopkins for supporting us with this 
project.

Mr Coates 

A Christmas Carol
The festive season started with a touch of ‘Bah humbug!’ as 
Years 7 and 11 headed to Middlesbrough Theatre to watch 
a performance of A Christmas Carol.

The production has proven perfect 

timing for our Year 11s as they revise 

Dickens’ text ready for their mock 

examinations, and Year 7 will be 

looking at certain aspects of the text as 

part of their literature studies.  

We were all captivated by the 

traditional Victorian scene and 

beautiful singing that opened the 

performance, however this was rudely 

interrupted by the arrival of the frosty 

Ebenezer Scrooge!  A small skilful cast 

transported us to 19th century London, 

taking us on the journey of Scrooge’s 

redemption as he is visited by four 

ghosts on Christmas Eve.  Our favourite 

visitor was definitely the ghost of 

Christmas Past, an ethereal figure that 

presented some real contemplative 

moments for both characters and the 

audience alike.  It was, as always, an 

absolute pleasure to take our students 

on this trip and a delight to be back 

watching live theatre. 

Mrs Reid

Performing to Pre-Prep
On Thursday 2 December, it was the turn of the Year 7 and 

8 students to impress in Speech and Drama. 

The students had been practising 

memorising, reading and performing 

prose extracts from stories on the 

LAMDA syllabus and from their own 

choices.  They read and performed to 

the Pre-Prep class and did a fantastic 

job, despite some of them being very 

nervous! 

The Pre-Prep pupils were a fabulous 

audience and discussed the type of 

story extracts with the older children. 

The performers even gave tips to 

the budding young actors ready for 

their upcoming Nativity.  They then 

completed a feedback session away 

from the class.

A great example of the family spirit at 

our wonderful school!  

Ms Jackson 

ESU
We are delighted to have been named 
as one of the English Speaking Union’s 
Affiliate Schools for 2021-22.  This 
recognises our success in the ESU’s 
competitions last year and the English 
department’s ongoing efforts to raise 
the profile of oracy in our school. 

A recent report by the Education 
Endowment Foundation highlighted 
that a child who participates in oral 
language programmes, such as those 
THS pupils take part in with the ESU, 
makes five months additional progress 
in their language and comprehension 
skills over the course of a year.  We 
look forward to continuing to develop 
our students’ skills and will hopefully 
replicate last year’s success with our 
current Year 8 in the ESU Speaking 
Shakespeare competition.

Miss Duffy

Business
How do you pick an option subject if you have never studied 
it before?  That was the problem faced by Year 9 students 
considering Business as an option for their GCSEs next 
September. 

Feedback from the Year 9 Options Evening resulted in a 
taster session for those considering Business as an option 
choice on Monday 6 December during form time.  The session 
covered a variety of short activities which were designed 
to introduce students to some of the topics included within 
the Edexcel IGCSE Business course and included comparing 
the Christmas TV adverts and promotional messages from 

rival supermarkets and the importance of communication. 
We hope students found the session both enjoyable and 
informative and we look forward to welcoming many of you 
to the department next September!

Seperately, a special congratulations to Emilie Wright (Year 
12) who has made a tremendous start to her A-level Business 
course.  Emilie has worked extremely hard throughout this 
term and is demonstrating excellent subject knowledge, 
application and analysis skills, all of which are essential for 
success in the A-level examinations.  Well done!

Mrs Boothroyd

Artist of the Month
We are delighted to announce that our 
Artist of the Month for December is 
Holly Williams in Year 9.  

Holly has spent this term’s Tuesday 
enrichment session in Art Club, where 
she has created watercolour and 
collage landscapes, props for the Year 
12 Drama production and 3D house 
lights inspired by Lumiere festival, 
Durham. 

In November, the group was asked to 

design a Christmas postcard which 

would be suitable for THS.  

Holly chose to create an iconic 

watercolour of George, our school dog, 

wearing a Christmas hat, which was 

very popular with Mrs Mackenzie! 

Well done, Holly!

Mrs Machan 



1110    www.teessidehigh.co.uk

Winter Concert
What an incredible night!  Just four weeks after the brilliant 
All Together Now, another major performance event arrived 
on the calendar. 
Once again, our students have 
impressed us all with their talent, 
resilience and determination 
to succeed, producing stunning 
performances all evening.  With a 
packed programme featuring everyone 
from Year 7-13, from solo items to 
whole year group performances, 
instrumental ensembles and choral 
pieces, there really was something for 
everyone to enjoy.  

Our Senior Orchestra opened the 
evening with several students making 
their debut in this ensemble, followed 
by super solo performances by Max, 
Macey and Ava, all of whom are in 
Year 10.  We were treated to a rousing 
rendition of Sit Down You’re Rocking 
the Boat featuring students from KS4 
and 5 including both our Education 
First exchange students, Nils and Kevin.  
Two beautiful duets also featured in 
the first half from Millie and Shanice in 

Year 13, and Bethea and Poppy in Year 
7: a poignant final Christmas concert 
for two very experienced singers and a 
glimpse of the future talent to come.

Following the interval, it was the 
audience’s turn to get involved with 
the now traditional Twelve Days of 
Christmas, this year increasing the 
challenge by learning British Sign 
Language.  Senior Choir then performed 
a magical arrangement of Together in 
Electric Dreams before a truly festive 
piano solo from Nick.  Holly, Bethea 
and Elisa all sang wonderful solos 
showcasing an exceptional level of 
vocal skill and expertise.  Stella danced 
a mesmerising solo waltz before our 
Year 13 BTEC group performed a gospel 
number from the Brooklyn Tabernacle 
songbook.  The evening was brought to 
a rousing finale by the All Together Now 
cast group singing and dancing to The 
Happy Elf, complete with Santa’s own 
special elves delivering sweet treats to 
our audience.

I am grateful to everyone who has 
supported the live music events here 
at THS this term and am incredibly 
proud of every single performer, no 
matter what their role on the night.  I 
was moved to tears by several of the 
evening’s pieces and I know I was 
not alone!  I hope you enjoyed the 
performance as much as I enjoyed 
putting it together.

Mrs Shevels

Senior School Christmas Rewards Trips
As I write, the whole Senior School 
is counting down to festive fun and 
family time.  The start of that will 
be our Christmas Rewards Trips 
on Friday 10 December.  With Year 
7 heading to Planet Leisure, Year 8 
bouncing around at Jump 360, Year 
9 climbing and skating at Billingham 
Forum, Year 10 looking forward to 

treating their parents on a shopping 
trip to the Metro Centre, Year 11 
taking each other on at Hollywood 
Bowl before food and shopping 
at Teesside Park and our Sixth 
Form heading to beautiful York for 
shopping, Christmas Markets and the 
obligatory Ghost Walk!

We hope they all have a wonderful 
time as a reward for their hard work 
and achievement this term and a huge 
thank you to their Form Tutors for 
organising and leading the trips. 

Happy Christmas everyone!

Miss Stephens 

Speech Day 2021
Friday 26 November saw the much anticipated return of 
our annual Speech Day.
On a day when we recognise and 
celebrate academic, sporting and 
musical successes, it was fantastic to be 
joined by parents and guests including 
governors, former staff and the Mayor 
of Stockton on Tees, Councillor Kevin 
Faulks.

It was also wonderful to welcome 
back former students now enjoying 
the next stages of their education or 
career.  We saw prizes and trophies 
awarded alongside GCSE and A-level 
certificates following years of hard 
work, study and nerves, not to mention 
the complications of a pandemic.

The highlight of the afternoon had 
to be the presentation by our guest 
of honour Ben Heason, professional 
climber and adventurer.  He astounded 
us with stories of adventures in this 
country and around the world but most 
impressively his epic achievement as 
lead climber on an international team 
who made the much heralded first 

free-climbed ascent of the main wall 
of Angel Falls in Venezuela.  As the 
highest waterfall in the world, Angel 
Falls stands at a colossal height of 
979 metres (3230 feet), overhanging 
virtually throughout, it took 20 days 
of continuous effort.  Their ascent 
was described as ‘one of the finest 
achievements by British climbers on 
foreign soil’.

We enjoyed hearing about not only 
have the physical and mental aspects 
of climbing, but equally engrossing  the 
wonderfully diverse and often unique 
cultures Ben has been privileged 
to experience.  There was much for 
our student body to take from his 
presentation about determination, 
motivation, facing our fears and more 
than anything, living for the moment.

Congratulations to all of those 
presented; we are very proud of you all.

Miss Stephens

Beauty and the
Beast

Pantomime is back! Oh yes it is! In 
Spring 2020, The Georgian Theatre 
Royal, the oldest working theatre in its 
original form in the UK, started working 
on Beauty and the Beast.  Then there 
was a thing called Covid...

We were delighted to take our Year 10 
GCSE and Year 12 A-level Drama and 
Theatre students to the show this week. 
The plot had many twists and turns 
and local references - Darlington was 
the punchline to many gags.  Tunnock’s 
Teacakes were thrown out from the 
stage and knitted hearts thrown on.  
Our students enjoyed the comedy, 
audience participation, the character 
of Gaston, sword fighting, the costumes 
and the breaking of the fourth wall.  A 
brilliant pantomime, as reviewed in the 
Teesdale Mercury; ‘A perfect night for 
Christmas cheer, with a mix of great 
comedy, delightful singing and colourful 
costumes!’  Thanks GTR, we hope to 
come back!

Mr Coates

Charitable Giving 
It has been amazing to see parents 
and students giving so generously 
to our chosen charities at this time 
of year. 

We have been proud supporters 
of a Christmas time foodbank 
collection for the Stockton area.  We 
have developed a great partnership 
with the Hebron Church in 
Stockton, which runs a foodbank 
in conjunction with The Trussell 
Trust.  Our efforts have always been 
incredibly well supported and we 
are very thankful for the amount of 
donations this year.

Mission Christmas is a local charity 
project which aims to support the 
most disadvantaged people in our 
community.  There are more than 
42,000 children in our region who 
would not receive any gifts this 
Christmas if it was not for this 
fantastic project.  Thank you to 
all who gave so kindly to provide 
local children with a wonderful 
Christmas. 

Miss Stephens

Matilda JR Auditions
The Drama and Music departments 
were delighted with the student 
response to the open audition call 
for Matilda Junior, to be performed at 
THS on 29 and 30 March 2022.  We 
are very excited to be bringing live 
Musical Theatre back and building 
on the brilliance of the recent All 
Together Now show.  The story, one 
of Roahl Dahl’s greatest, was brought 

to the West End stage by the Royal 
Shakespeare Company.  Matilda The 
Musical has been seen by more than 10 
million people over 90 cities worldwide 
and won 99 international awards, 
including 24 for Best Musical. We will 
all be working hard on our version and 
look forward to sharing it with the THS 
community!

Mr Coates and Mrs Shevels
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TEESSIDE HIGH SCHOOL

OPEN DAY
Saturday 22 January, 10.00am-12.00pm
Teesside High School combines a family-style environment, small class sizes, 
inspirational teaching and outstanding pastoral care to nurture, support and 
challenge every individual. As well as exceptional examination results, our pupils 
enjoy a rich and varied co-curricular and outdoor education programme, enriching 
their school day with creative, sporting, musical and nature-based activities.

We believe our school is a unique and wonderful place to learn and grow. Visit our 
Open Day on Saturday 22 January to find out more. Call 01642 782095 or email 
admissions@teessidehigh.co.uk to register for an appointment.
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