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GOOD NEWS FROM 
OXFORD!
We are delighted to share that one of our pupils has been shortlisted for 
a prestigious Ancient Drama Prize by the University of Oxford.
Benjamin, in Year 10, was delighted to be recognised 
following his submission of a monologue as the 
character Creon from Sophocles’ Antigone - a piece 
which blended his love of both Classics and Drama. 

Just ten pupils from across the country were named 
on the shortlist, following selection by the university’s 
Faculty of Classics and The Archive of Performances of 
Greek and Roman Drama, comprising staff and post-
graduate students.

A spokesperson for the university said: “The quality of 
entries was exceptionally high, and we offer our thanks 
and congratulations to all the entrants.”

Benjamin said of the news: “I am so happy and thrilled 
to have been shortlisted for this prize.  I loved working 
on the monologue piece!”

Mrs Mackenzie said: “This achievement exemplifies 
the continued growth and success of our creative 
arts subjects in recent years, under challenging 
circumstances. 

“I am delighted to hear that Ben has made the shortlist 

for such a prestigious prize.  He has shown great 
commitment and determination to improve his skills 
throughout his GCSE Drama course. Congratulations, 
Ben, we are very proud of you!”

Benjamin was not the only one receiving good news 
from Oxford this month!  Last week, we were beyond 
proud to announce that all three of our Oxford 
University applicants received offers to attend the 
institution.

Kate, Stella and Abbie were delighted with the news, 
which came after months of hard work, application 
guidance and endless mock interviews!  Kate will read 
German and Philosophy at St. Peter’s College, Stella 
will study English Language and Literature at Merton 
College whilst Abbie will read French and Beginners’ 
Russian at Wadham College. 

Miss Connor
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WELCOME
Welcome to the first THS newsletter of the 
year!
A warm welcome to parents 
and pupils reading our first 
newsletter of 2022, and also 
to those catching up with our 
news, events and goings on 
during their visit to our final 
Open Day of the academic year.                                
I am thrilled you have taken time 
to come along and learn more 
about what THS has to offer.

I always stand up at open events 
and say how proud I am of our 
school, staff and pupils, and I 
believe that what we offer here 
is the very best for every child in 
our care.  This year is different, 
as not only do I believe it, but 
Teesside High School has been 
nationally recognised as the best 
performing non-selective private 
school in the region.

Whilst this recognition, by The 
Sunday Times, solely takes 
into account examination 
performance, I must admit I am 
not only interested in A* grades. 
I am interested in getting the 
very best from every single 
student we welcome through our 
doors, not just through academic 
results but from learning new 
skills, taking advantage of new 
opportunities, from sport, music 
and creative arts and inspiring 
a love of nature and the great 
outdoors. 

We are rigorous in our pursuit 
of creating an environment 
where it is okay to be yourself, 
where you give things a go, 
build resilience, find your 
strengths and receive support 
with those weaker points (we all 
have them!).  I hope you agree 
these qualities are essential in 
developing our young people in 

every way imaginable.

It has been a busy start to 
the term and somewhat of a 
rollercoaster in respect of the 
ever-evolving Covid guidance we 
are responding to.  I can confirm 
that, in line with the most recent 
government update, the wearing 
of face coverings in classrooms 
has been relaxed.  Pupils will 
continue to wear a face covering 
in social spaces, for both your 
reassurance and ours.  I have 
shared before that one teacher 
absent in isolation can impact 
hundreds of children, and in the 
crucial run up to examinations in 
May, every lesson counts.

We are back with a bang 
in respect of co-curricular 
activities, sporting fixtures, 
Matilda rehearsals, Forest School 
sessions, Tea-Time concerts and 
talks and everything else that 
makes THS as action-packed and 
enriching a school as ever.  Keep 
an eye on our calendar and social 
media pages for updates and 
please do enjoy catching up on 
the last three weeks in this busy 
edition of our school newsletter.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

Year 7 Netball vs OLSB
Thursday 13 January saw our Year 
7 Netball season get underway with 
a bang in two fiercely competitive 
games against Our Lady and St. Bede.  

The girls have trained hard since 
September and have galvanised into 
a strong squad with lots of ability and 
competitiveness.   

7A played first and took an early lead.  
OLSB matched us for play in many 
areas of the game and deserve much 

credit in their first game also.  THS 
led by 7-2 at half time and then went 
from strength to strength as their 
confidence grew.  Tendai and Poppy 
were immense in defence, stretching, 
tipping and intercepting.  

Shreya and Rosie were whizzing up 
and down the wings, feeding attack 
with Anisa covering every last inch 
of the court at Centre.  In the circle 
Amelia showed real grit, winning the 
ball and feeding the shooter whilst 
enjoying a good slice of the goals 
herself.  Bethea’s neat movement 
and tenacity saw her add to the 
scoreline.  A final score of 13-5 was 
well deserved and a glimpse of things 
to come.  Tendai was voted Player of 
the Match. 

The B team then took to the court with 
equal gusto.  Poppy and Ava defended 
with confidence and determination, 
supported by Shreya.  Lucy fizzed 
around the court, with Lily ever 

reliable in support.  Martha and Ellie 
worked as a good team each scoring 
goals and making the play hard for 
defenders to get out of trouble.  A 
solid performance, THS winning 4-1 
and Ellie deservedly voted Player of 
the Match.

I am really proud of the girls and very 
excited to see them develop going 
forward.  They have a match each 
week leading up to half term, so watch 
this space for their progress.

Miss Stephens

Duke of Edinburgh
We have had a very positive start to the 
spring term in Duke of Edinburgh; both 
Charlotte and Neve have completed 
their three month skills sections. 

Charlotte has completed hers by 
progressing her piano playing, and 
Neve has used the opportunity to learn 
how to bake and cook. 

Well done to both girls!

Miss Hopkins

U12 Hockey vs 

Egglescliffe School
The Under 12s played their first 

Hockey games of the term this 

week.  They are a super competitive 

group of girls who are progressing 

week-on-week. 

The A team’s game was an excellent 

standard for Year 7, the ball was 

end-to-end and made for an 

exciting match. THS worked well as 

a team and finished the game with 

a 3-0 win.

The B team’s game was equally as 

competitive and a lovely goal from 

Shreya secured a 1-1 draw. 

Miss Turnbull

County Cross Country 
Last week, three THS runners represented the Stockton 
district at the County Cross Country trials.
Martha, Layla and Kiyan were 
competing against runners from 
Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and Redcar 
and Cleveland districts. 

All three runners prepared well, 
showed great team spirit throughout 
the afternoon and demonstrated 
outstanding determination during their 
races. 

Martha and Kiyan both qualified for the 
next round as they finished 3rd and 6th 
in their respective races. 

Unfortunately, Layla narrowly missed 
out on qualification after finishing 18th 
in her race. 

All three runners should be very proud 

of their achievements. 

We now look forward to supporting 
Martha and Kiyan in the Inter-County 
competition in a few weeks’ time.

Mr Williamson
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Two Stars and      
a Wish

Mrs McCullagh was lucky enough to 
find out more about our wonderful 
Reception class last week.  

She discovered that they are all 
stars and she is very proud of their 
achievements and progress made 
so far in their Reception journey.  
They all made a wish for what they 
would like to achieve next.  Here is 
some beautiful work for Two Stars 
and a Wish.

Mrs Clapton

To The Rescue
Reception children loved learning about people who come 
to our rescue as part of their topic work.

They enjoyed painting and constructing 

fire engines whilst learning interesting 

facts about the important roles of 

people who help us.

Nursery pupils also have been thinking 

very hard last week about how their 

mummies and daddies come to their 

rescue each and every day.  The 

children created some lovely pictures of 

their parents and shared in their own 

words just how much their mummies 

and daddies do to help them!

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

New Year’s Resolutions 

The children in Nursery are loving 

being back with their friends after a 

busy a Christmas break.

To mark the start of 2022, they have 

been thinking about things they would 

like to get better at this year. 

From getting better at cutting with 

big scissors to swimming in the bath, 

the children all thought of some great 

things to work on both at school and 

at home!

Miss Hall

Outdoor Education
Since the beginning of term, our youngest pupils have been 
enjoying their Forest School sessions once again.

They completed a senses trail thinking 
about what they could see, hear, feel 
and smell in the woods. 

Our Nursery students have also enjoyed 
extending their learning outside the 
classroom by doing a ‘c’ scavenger hunt.  

Reception pupils enjoyed playing ‘123 
where are you’ and cooking up a storm 

in the mud kitchen. 

Our Pre-Prep pupils also extended 
their IPC lessons by writing about what 
they love about both school and Forest 
School for a time capsule they have 
hidden in the woods.

Miss Hopkins

ICE
HOCKEY

ASTONISHING

PRE-PREP WOW WORD
SYNONYMANTONYM

SHE RAN THE RACE AT AN ASTONISHING SPEED!

SURPRISEBORING

Kings and Queens in
Nursery
Visitors to the Nursery classroom this 
week were in for a treat when they 
were greeted by our Nursery kings and 
queens. 

The children had been busy making 
crowns to support their phonics work 
about the letter sound ‘c’!

Miss Hall

ICE
HOCKEY

BASKETBALL

CRICKET

INIQUITOUS

EQUEST-
RIANISM

JUDO

PREP WOW WORD
SYNONYMANTONYM

IT IS INIQUITOUS TO CONTINUE TO POLLUTE THE
EARTH'S ATMOSPHERE.

IMMORALVIRTUOUS
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Violin Lessons
This week, we welcomed our new violin teacher, Mrs 
Ayling, to Teesside High School.
The Lower Prep and Pre-Prep classes 
really enjoyed finding out more about 
the instrument, with many having the 
opportunity to try it out for themselves!  

The children learned how to pick up 
the violin, put it in rest position and 
hold it correctly to play before learning 
‘pizzicato’ - producing a note by 
plucking the string.  It is really exciting 
to see so many students making the 
most of this exciting opportunity at 

Teesside High School and we look 
forward to watching their progress as 
the year goes on.

If your child is interested in learning 
to sing or play an instrument, 
please complete the Instrument 
Request Form available from the 
school office, or email me directly at                                
lshevels@teessidehigh.co.uk

Mrs Shevels

Here and Now
Upper Prep 1 have made a great start 
to their new IPC unit, Here and Now, 
There and Then.  

They have enjoyed learning where 
Saudi Arabia is at in the world and 
making some comparisons to the UK.  

We have been delighted to welcome 
Hala and Abdullah to our form and 
now have some resident experts who 
were able to share their personal 
experiences of living in Saudi Arabia.  

The children were asked to sort some 
photographs of the two countries as 
part of the Knowledge Harvest activity 
and some of the pictures provided 
some great discussion points.

Well done to all of the children for 
their enthusiasm with this task.

Mrs Kennedy

Greek salad fun!
As part of technology lessons in our 
IPC unit, Earth as an Island, children in 
Upper Prep created Greek salads.  We 
had been researching Island dishes 
during IPC sessions and decided to 
create a dish from Corfu.  We gathered 
the ingredients and used this as an 
opportunity to practice our cutting 
skills and learn about kitchen safety.  
Everyone was keen to try out their 
bridge or claw technique for cutting 
and slicing the delicious ingredients.

Many of the children were even brave 
enough to try the olives and most 
actually enjoyed eating them!

Afterwards the children completed 
some extremely reflective evaluations 
and considered which ingredients they 
might substitute.

Mrs Leck
Bushcraft Club

Bushcraft Club has made a return for 
the spring term! With some new faces 
to the group, pupils spent the first week 
getting familiar with surroundings in 
the dark, finding minibeasts, climbing 
trees and throwing sticks for George! 

In their second week, pupils practised 
with their flint and steels, having 
competitions as to who could get a 
cotton wool piece to light first.

Miss Hopkins

Year 3 English
The children in Year 3 have been 

working really hard in English to 

learn about information texts.  

They have discussed the genre 

features and have looked at a 

range of example texts so that they 

understand the style of this type of 

writing.  

They then planned and completed 

their own page from an information 

book for their Big Write, thinking 

carefully about the layout as well as 

using specific, technical vocabulary 

and a variety of conjunctions.  The 

children also thought carefully 

about their vocabulary, choosing 

more adventurous vocabulary as 

often as they could.

I was really impressed with the 

quality of their Big Writes and 

learnt lots of new information 

about a variety of wild animals!

Here is a picture of Sienna proudly 

showing off her work.

Well done to all of the Year 3 

children for their fantastic effort.

Mrs Kennedy

Information Texts
All pupils in the Prep School started this term by writing 
an information text.
Obviously the complexity of the task 

varies across the year groups. For 

example, Year 1 are producing labelled 

diagrams and Year 3 pages for an 

information book. 

Year 6 have been having great fun with 

their information text.  It takes the 

form of a formal letter of complaint 

to a restaurant, where quite frankly, 

the food, the service and the hygiene 

standards were shocking.

In order to be successful, the pupils 

had to include several SPAG features: 

a colon before a list, the subjunctive 

form, passive voice, prepositional 

phrases and cohesive devices to link 

paragraphs.  We hope that you enjoy 

reading an extract from our letters!

Mr Griffiths

Dear Fleur’s,

I am writing to inform you about my 

night out on Friday evening.  Your 

restaurant had a 4.2 star rating so I was 

expecting it to be glorious but it took a 

turn for the worst: the cleanliness, the 

food and the service were all shocking. 

It was my husband and I’s special night 

out away from our children.  Below, I 

will be going into further detail about 

my traumatic experience.

The food was horrific!  As soon as I 

was about to take a bite of my burger I 

noticed a broken toothpick that looked 

like someone’s mouth had been on it. 

Not to mention a green sticky substance 

leaking from my burger.  My breakfast 

rose to my throat.  Adjacent to my plate 

were napkins that were used...

Roxie Affleck
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Matilda Junior 

rehearsals
It has been lovely working with our 

‘Revolting Children’ as rehearsals 

begin for our Matilda Junior 

production. 

Students have been working very 

hard at making us laugh and feel 

empathy with their characters from 

the first read through. 

A great ensemble effort - well done 

to everyone in our wonderful cast, 

from Year 7 to Year 13, for getting 

us off to a great start.  

Save the date - performances 

will be on Tuesday 29 March and 

Wednesday 30 March. 

Mrs Shevels and Mr Coates

Site-Specific Theatre 
Performance
A site-specific theatre performance is one which takes 
place in an interesting and unusual location, rather than in 
purpose-built theatre spaces.

Recently our Year 10 GCSE Drama 

students performed extracts from their 

set text, DNA by Dennis Kelly, to our 

Year 9 cohort.  This took place at ‘Base 

Camp’ in our Forest School. 

Audience members commented on 

the impact of the site-specific staging 

of the piece, “it really put you in their 

shoes and made it seem like it was 

real.”  Describing the performance as 

“entertaining, gripping and unique” 

and “tense, dramatic and exciting”, the 

favourite part of the performance for 

one audience member was “when he 

was explaining how they would cover it 

all up because I liked being able to paint 

a picture in my head.”

The play is mainly located in the woods 

and so this was a perfect location for 

the piece.  Congratulations to all of 

our performers on a cold, yet crisp, 

morning. 

Mr Coates

Soundtrap
Students in Year 9 have been getting to grips with a 
fantastic new resource in the Music Department, a Digital 
Audio Workstation called Soundtrap.

This exciting tool allows students to 

compose using simple beat patterns, 

loops and effects whilst also allowing 

direct recordings of their own voices 

and instruments, too.  

Its bright, colourful interface is really 

engaging and when tasked with 

exploring this new programme, Year 9 

students were real technology whizzes, 

quickly working out the many exciting 

features it has to offer.  

One of the most flexible music 

programmes currently available, 

it can be used on PC, Chromebook, 

iPad and even your mobile phone, so 

there’s always opportunities to make 

music and it can even be used to make 

podcasts and transcribe spoken word!  

We’re really looking forward to 

exploring this further with all students 

in Years 7-9 as well as our GCSE 

cohorts.

Mrs Shevels

Inspiring Reading
We were delighted to welcome Richard 
Drake, of Drake The Bookshop, back 
into school last week to present an 
assembly to Years 7 to 9.  Mr Drake 
spoke with great enthusiasm and 
knowledge to our students about the 
many reasons they should down their 
devices and pick up a book! 

Students were provided with ideas 
of new and exciting reads for their 
age group including titles such as: 
My Big Mouth and The Secrets Act. 
The assembly highlighted the impact 
that reading for just twenty minutes 
a day can have on both academic 
achievement and also wellbeing; a 
hugely important message.

We will be sharing the list of 
recommended books with both 
students and parents in due course 
as part of the launch of the school 
Readathon for this year. 

Mrs Reid

MFL Ambassadors

Eleven keen pupils have joined the MFL 

department in their official roles as 

MFL Ambassadors this week! 

The students are excited to promote 

their love of languages through a 

number of new initiatives - watch this 

space!

Frau Butterfield

Artist of the Month
I am pleased to share that our Artist of 

the Month for January is Emma Bond 

in Year 8.

Emma has been studying portraiture 

this year, creating a pencil self portrait 

and a portrait photograph which 

looked at composition and contrast.  

She has researched the work of 

contemporary artists Loui Jover, 

Agnes Cecile and Manny Roberts to 

create her own inspired mixed media 

portrait.  

Well done, Emma, for your very 

creative pieces of work.

Mrs Machan
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Scientists Prize 
Crossword
Use your super-sleuthing skills to find the scientists hiding 

in the room!  Write their names on the crossword grid and 

reveal the hidden word.  All correct entries will be entered 

into a draw for the prize!

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Ms Goodman

Tea-Time Talks are back!
We are delighted to announce the 
return of our Tea-Time Talk series. 
These will take place every half term 
on a Friday between 4.00pm and 
5.00pm, and will cover a wide variety 
of topics. 

Our first speaker will be Shiulie 
Ghosh, a former THS pupil, award 
winning journalist, author of teen/
young adult fiction and owner of a 
media production company.

Shiulie has worked for some of the 

best known TV broadcasters in 
prestigious roles including lead news 
anchor and has had several books 
published, so I imagine you will 
recognise her name!

Look out for the letter inviting 
students and parents to hear Shiulie 
speak on Friday 11 February - we 
hope to see you there!

Miss Dodsworth

Twisted Tales
Before Christmas, which seems many moons ago now, 

the English Department launched a creative writing 

competition for all Senior and Sixth Form students.

Pupils were challenged to write a 

Twisted Tales mini saga and give a voice 

to the misunderstood and villainous 

characters from page, stage and screen.  

Many undertook the challenge, earning 

points for their Houses, and we are 

delighted to announce that Tom 

Robinson in Year 11 was awarded first 

place with a wonderful piece of creative 

writing which you can read below. 

The old man paused from his work and 

looked anxiously down at the young man 

at his feet.  For a moment, he feared he 

might be dead.  Then he stirred wincing 

as the gash on his head oozed blood.  The 

old man felt relieved then sighed.  He 

couldn’t let him die this way.  He shook 

him gently.  He needed him to wake.  He 

watched with satisfaction as his eyes 

opened, smiled when they bulged with 

terror as he saw the old man’s work and 

struggled agaisnt the gag in his mouth. 

The old man laughed and continued 

digging the grave.

Congratulations also go to Angus 

Dunbar and Annabelle Dailey who were 

runners-up in the competition.

We cannot wait to see what our 

students write next!

Miss Duffy

Year 7 Transition 
Day

A huge thank you to all pupils who 
attended our Year 7 Transition Day last 
Friday.  It was wonderful to welcome 
such a brilliant cohort to school as we 
look ahead to the 2022-23 academic 
year.

All pupils enjoyed an action packed day 
of lessons and, at lunchtime, a variety of 
creative arts enrichments. 

In Art, they experimented with 
Sgraffito using oil pastels, and in Food 
and Nutrition, baked duffins (donut 
muffins!) - lovely treats with jam in the 
centre sprinkled with sugar. 

Well done for all your hard work, Year 
6!

Miss Hockney

Forest School

Enrichment

Our Senior School enrichment 

students have been very 

enthusiastic about their Forest 

School sessions on a Friday 

afternoon. 

The students have started the 

year learning how to maintain a 

woodland, getting to grips with 

using loppers and secateurs to help 

maintain the forest paths.

Miss Hopkins

Invigilators needed!
We are currently seeking to appoint 

examination invigilators for the 2021-

22 and 2022-23 examination seasons at 

Teesside High School.

Summer examinations run during May 

and June, and autumn examinations 

run throughout October, November and 

early January.

Full training will be provided.  

To find out further information 

please contact me via                                 

jmcgrath@teessidehigh.co.uk

Mrs McGrath
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Created by Matthew Charlton, Luca Morris and Zac Bond in Maths Puzzles Enrichment.
* = times. Turn calculator upside down to see the answer.

Across
1. A snake type aqua animal                                  29squared-201              
2. A girl’s name         9*33+5
3. A small version of what we live on      76152*5
4. A part of the human body with an o in front of the word      910*7  
5. The opposite of the truth        100*3+17
6. A flower that can be a girl’s name                             66464.625
7. Opposite to buy         1105*7
8. The guy from Star Wars name was Hans …     141*5 
9. Capital of Norway         375*2 add 0 in front
10. You can find many at the beach       288672.5*2
11. The guy who lives with his best friend in a caravan from Gogglebox                     187+150
12. When the traffic light is green you ...      3+3 add 0 in front of     

           answer

Down
 1. Over confident people have a big …       7 squared+14
 2. A friend of Zoe         10354*5 
 3. The homophone to seas        17783*30
 4. This guy is married to Mary on Gogglebox      53714+2
 5. A girl’s name         31773-100+20+80
 6. A shelter made of snow and ice         95.125 x 8 (put 2 0s in  
           front of your answer)
 7. The opposite to she                 6*6-2 
 8. What Santa says but backwards       8*5
 9. What people say at the start of a conversation               7*2 
10. Birds lay ….         5000+663
11. A word that means something is close to the ground but without the w 6+1 (with 0 in front of  
           the answer)   
      


