
1

THiS Week
Issue 97 | 18 February 2022

CROSS COUNTRY 
TRIUMPH 
Wednesday 1 December saw the return of the annual District Cross 
Country, and we have been supporting our students at each and every 
stage of the competition since!
In usual style, the first round was cold, wet and very 
muddy.  46 pupils competed for Teesside High School 
in six categories, over various distances up to 5km. 

A lot of our students showed grit and determination, 
particularly those who had made the team through 
sheer hard work and commitment.  Stand out 
performances came from Kiyan, finishing 6th despite 
being sent the wrong way on the first lap!  Our only 
Sixth Form runner was Liam who helped all afternoon, 
warming up his peers and then leading by example, 
finishing 4th in his Senior Boys’ category.  Oliver in 
Year 9 also finished a very respectable 15th place in 
Junior Boys, a race with well over 90 competitors.

Onto the girls and our best result of the day was from 
Martha in Year 7, who showed outstanding resilience 
and gave absolutely everything she had to finish an 
amazing second place.  In the Intermediate Girls’ race, 
all THS pupils gave good personal performances with 
Isobel, Megan and Layla all securing top 12 finishes. 

The following pupils then qualified for the County 
Round; Liam, Kiyan, Isobel, Megan, Layla and Martha.  
 
At this next stage, three THS runners represented 
the Stockton district; Martha, Layla and Kiyan 
were competing against runners from Hartlepool, 
Middlesbrough and Redcar and Cleveland districts.  
All three prepared well, showed great team spirit 
throughout the afternoon and demonstrated 
outstanding determination during their races. 
Martha and Kiyan both qualified for the next round 
as they finished 3rd and 6th in their respective 
races.  Unfortunately, Layla narrowly missed out on 
qualification after finishing 18th in her race.  
 
We were then able to support our students in the 
Inter-County Competition.  This took place on Saturday 
5 February, where Kiyan and Martha both competed 
very successfully.  Martha completed a 2200m course 
in strong headwind; she was the first girl home for the 
Cleveland district finishing 7th overall, with a fantastic 
time of 7 minutes 38 seconds.  Kiyan ran 5800m in a 
blistering 19 minutes 47 seconds, another outstanding 
time, placing 4th for Cleveland. 
 
A huge well done to all students who have took 
part in the different stages of these trials.  We now 
look forward to supporting Kiyan later this year 
as he competes once again at the English Schools 
Competition.

Miss Turnbull
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WELCOME
Wishing you a restful yet fun-filled half term 
with your family.
As we arrive at half term, it is 
brilliant to feel as though things 
are returning ‘back to normal’.  

Despite a lot of Covid restrictions 
at the start of the term, we 
have still managed to keep very 
busy (as always!) and we are 
finally starting to see the light 
at the end of the tunnel.  I will 
write to all parents over half 
term once we have had time to 
absorb the latest government 
and Department for Education 
guidance around Covid safety in 
schools for the remainder of the 
term.

Over the last seven weeks, it 
has been pleasing to see pupils’ 
hard work and commitment 
reap rewards both in and out 
of the classroom.  I would like 
to say a huge congratulations 
to our U12 Girls’ Hockey teams 
who were recently awarded two 
County Tournament titles, and 
to Kiyan and Martha who both 
competed very successfully at 
the Inter-County Cross Country 
Championships.

I have loved being able to 
welcome parents back into 
school for events such as 
Tea-Time Concerts, guest 
speaker talks and Prep School 
assemblies.  It makes me even 
more excited for the range of 
events we have planned for the 
remainder of the academic year.  
Make sure to save the dates 
for the following; the Friends 
of THS Race Night (Friday 11 
March), Matilda Junior (Tuesday 
29 March and Wednesday 30 
March), PTA Quiz Night (Friday 
13 May) and our THS Platinum 
Jubilee Summer Fair (Saturday 

18 June).

It has been wonderful to see 
this week’s theme of ‘love’ come 
to life across the school.  In 
assembly on Monday I was able 
to listen to all of the things our 
staff and students love about life 
at THS. 

Lucy in Year 7 said: “I love 
THS because of the endless 
opportunities we have and all 
of the sports we get to take 
part in.”  George in Year 7 said: 
“I love school because of the 
teachers and the work they 
provide us with.”  Amelia in 
Year 9 commented: “I love THS 
because of the small classes and 
the community it brings’’ - and I 
could not agree more!

Over the half term break I hope 
that our pupils continue to 
spread love and kindness and 
fill their days with fun activities, 
but most of all, take some 
time to reflect on their many 
achievements since the start of 
the year. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U11 Boys’ Hockey
The U11 boys had their first 

experience of a tournament on 

Monday playing at Yarm Prep 

School against a number of other 

independent schools. 

It was great to see the boys try and 

implement all the work they have 

been doing within lesson time into 

their fixtures. 

Gideon made his debut appearance 

in goal and grew stronger game on 

game. Ryan, Louis and William all 

had good tournaments playing in 

defence and developing their skills 

with regards to communication and 

positioning. Abdullah, Grayson and 

Pierre all had great games in more 

advanced roles and now have a better 

understanding of the runs to make 

moving forward. 

Eddie was our player of the day with 

his stick skills and fantastic ability to 

beat the defender. 

Well done boys, hopefully we can take 

this experience and move forward in 

the up and coming games.

Mr Thomas 

U12 Girls’ Hockey
County Tournament
winners!

A huge congratulations to our U12 A 
and B Girls’ Hockey teams, who have 
both emerged victorious in the recent 
County Tournament fixtures.

Both sides were undefeated in the 
Tournaments, a super achievement for 
the girls.  We are so proud of you all!

Miss Turnbull

Year 10 Football
A local Premier League referee 

visited school this week to conclude 

a half term of football by officiating 

a Year 10 boys vs girls match.

Both teams demonstrated an 

array of skills that they have been 

developing within their PE lessons.

It was close throughout however, 

the boys did manage to take the 

lead, finishing with a 3-0 and 1-0 

victory respectively.

The referee’s Player of the Match 

was awarded to Issy.  Players’ 

Player of the Match were awarded 

to Issy, Max and Kiyan.

A great afternoon enjoyed by all!

Mrs Harrington

House Cross Country
Last Tuesday saw the return of our annual Inter-House 
Cross Country Competition!

The competition took place in the usual 

muddy conditions and the good spirited 

rivalry between competitors and 

Houses was evident. 

A great atmosphere and an overall win 

for Cleveland. 

Well done to the following students 

who came first in their races; Martha, 

Angus, Isobel, Kiyan and Tom. 

Miss Turnbull
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Junior Road Safety 
Officers

Today, our Junior Road Safety 
Officers led an assembly to Prep 
School pupils.  They discussed 
the different ways that they can 
stay safe when playing outside, 
particularly when it gets dark on an 
afternoon. 

To aid this, when we return after 
half term, the officers will be selling 
reflectors at break and lunchtimes.  
Star reflectors cost £2.00, zip 
reflectors cost £1.00 and vest 
reflectors cost £1.20.  Your child 
may wish to bring along some spare 
change to buy these items.

A huge thank you to the Junior 
Road Safety Officers for presenting 
this assembly and helping us create 
an even safer environment for our 
pupils, both in and out of school. 

Mrs Hannah

Happy Valentine’s Day
Early Years children have loved celebrating Valentine’s Day 
this week.

At the weekend, the children were busy 

getting creative with their Valentine’s 

Day craft boxes, made with love by Miss 

Hall and Mrs Clapton. 

Our Early Years parents also shared 

lovely messages about what they love 

about their child, which made for a 

beautiful classroom display.

Reception class received a little gift 

from Mrs McCullagh – a crafted heart – 

and took some time to think about what 

and who they love, too!

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

Numbers in Nursery
Nursery children have been busy 

completing lots of exciting number 

activities this week. 

A firm favourite was using the 

numicon to make the scales balance.  

The children worked very hard to find 

pairs of numbers to match.  

They have also been busy counting 

hearts to match numerals and using 

five frames to find different ways to 

make the number five.  

Great number work Nursery, well 

done!

Miss Hall

Time Detectives
Pre-Prep Class have been enjoying their International task 

as part of our IPC unit Time Detectives.

The children have been finding out 

information about Egypt and became 

historians looking at Ancient Egypt. 

They had great fun creating the 

Pharaoh’s headdress and making 

pyramids. 

They are looking forward to discovering 

more about Ancient Egypt and using 

their detective skills further!

Mrs Hannah

Forest School
Nursery and Reception children 
thoroughly enjoyed their time in Forest 
School last week. 

The pupils were introduced to using 
some tools to help them make a 
hedgehog using sticks and a potato!  
The children were excellent and all 
listened really carefully to instructions, 
safely and successfully using the 
hammer and hand drill to add spikes to 
their class hedgehogs.

Miss Hopkins

Pre-Prep English
Pre-Prep children were happy to 
receive their knitted hearts when they 
arrived in school on Monday and spent 
time creating cards for loved ones at 
home. 

The Year 1 children also wrote about 
their loved ones as part of their English 
work. 

“I love my Mum she helps me and cooks 
my dinner and cares for me.” - Jola

“I love my Mum and Dad because they 
help me when I need it.” - Aaron

“I love my sisters because they play 
with me.” - Constance

Mrs Hannah
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Virtual Visitor
The children in Upper Prep have enjoyed linking up with a 
virtual visitor last week to support their learning for their 
IPC unit, Here and Now, There and Then. 
Mrs Saunders is a retired teacher who 
spent several years living in Saudi 
Arabia, teaching in an international 
school.  She was able to give the 
children a really valuable insight into 
what her daily life was like both at 
home and at school.  

She explained many interesting things 
to the children, including what it was 
like to experience a sand storm and 
how many of the cars were big enough 
so that two camels could fit onto the 
back!  She was also able to offer some 
information about the history of the 
country as well as explaining some 
of the changes that have come into 
operation since she has returned to the 
UK.

Following this talk, the children had the 
opportunity to ask some questions to 
Mrs Saunders.  These questions ranged

from ‘what is the time difference 
between the UK and Saudi Arabia?’ 
to ‘was it difficult to adapt to a new 
climate?’.  We were very impressed with 
the children’s thoughtful questions, 
which showed how hard they had been 
listening to the wealth of information 
given to them.

Mrs Saunders has also kindly sent us 
a variety of photographs that she took 
whilst living in Saudi Arabia and some 
historical information that we will be 
able to use later in our unit.

It is always lovely to welcome visitors 
to enhance our IPC learning.  A big 
thank you to Mrs Saunders for giving 
up her time and well done to all of the 
children for being so attentive during 
this session.

Mrs Kennedy

Bar graphs
Year 3 pupils have been making bar 
graphs in class this week.  To start 
with, they had to decide on what data 
to collect.  To do this, they asked the 
following question to some of the 
pupils across the school: which is 
your favourite school lunch?  They 
collected the data using a tally 
chart and then transferred it onto 
a bar graph.  Do you agree with 
the results?  Which would be your 
favourite?

Safer Internet Day
Following Safer Internet Day (SID) last 
Tuesday, Prep School pupils created 
posters showcasing their learning on 
how to stay safe online.

SID aims to join people and schools 
together to make the internet a safer 
and better place for all, especially for 
children and young people.

Miss Lockerbie

Examining the

past
The children in Upper Prep enjoyed 

examining artefacts from Ancient 

Greece to provide clues about daily 

life.  

The class is exploring Ancient 

Greece alongside Iron Age Britain 

as part of their IPC topic, Here and 

Now, There and Then.

Everyone had to consider what the 

object was and what it might be 

used for.

It was fantastic to share resources 

provided by our wonderful Classics 

department.

Mrs Leck

Apollo 11 
Mission
Last week, the children in 
Upper Prep 1 performed 
their form assembly for 
Prep School children and 
their parents.

The children have worked hard over the 
last couple of weeks to prepare their 
assembly about the first moon landing 
in 1969.  

The assembly took the form of a TV 
show, Into the Great Unknown.  Our two 
charismatic TV presenters introduced 
the special guests, Neil Armstrong, Buzz 
Aldrin and Michael Collins, who took 

part in a Q&A session with the lucky 
interviewer.  

They then shared their individual 
experiences of their famous Apollo 11 
Mission.  The TV show also included a 
host of facts shared by four of the team 
from Mission Control and the weekly 
quiz which required Team Cosmo and 
Team Astro to answer questions about 
the Great Space Race.

The assembly was interspersed with 
four catchy songs to reinforce the 
factual information that was shared.

I am so proud of all of the children for 
showing great team work to prepare 
and perform their form assembly.

Mrs Kennedy

On Tap
Children in Lower Prep have been 

collecting data about whether 

people prefer bottled or tap water in 

preparation for their IPC Exit Point next 

week. 

During their Exit Point for On Tap, the 

children will be conducting blind taste 

tests to see if people really can tell 

the difference between tap water and 

bottled water!

Here is a photograph of the children 

collecting their data in Reception class.

Miss Lockerbie
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BloomInArt
The third phase of our collaborative 
Rivers of the World project saw Art 
students in Years 9 and 10 take part 
in a live workshop with artists from 
BloomInArt this week.  

The project, now called Rivers 
of Hope, celebrates The Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee and is centred 
around the threats to our 
environment and students’ hopes 
for the future.   

20 students were invited to spend 
the day with Emma and Rachel 
from BloomInArt and introduced to 
the process of wet felting, creating 
semi-abstract artworks based on 
their own landscape photographs.  

All students were engrossed in the 
process from the start to the end of 
the workshop.  Rachel and Emma 
will now take their creations and 
use them to develop a collaborative 
flag which will feature a stamp-
style design and a silhouette of our 
own environmental hero Holly, in 
Year 10. 

Our flag will be one of 200 carried 
at the Queen’s Jubilee Parade in 
London and will also be projected 
from digital screens across the 
country.  Anyone wanting to see the 
work closer to home will be able 
to see the project’s creations from 
across its three year duration at 
this year’s Stockton International 
Riverside Festival.  Our thanks to 
Emma and Rachel from BloomInArt 
for a fantastic day!

Mrs Machan

Tea-Time Talks make a 
welcome return! 
It is wonderful that we are slowly and safely getting back to 
‘normal’ and a returning favourite of students, parents and 
staff alike, is our series of Tea-Time Talks.
Shiulie Ghosh, a former THS pupil,  
joined us on Friday evening for an 
inspiring talk, taking us on a journey 
through her remarkable career starting 
just down the road on a local radio 
station and then taking her all over the 
world; most notably fronting the first 
English channel on Al Jazeera television 
in Qatar. 

She shared with us her experiences of 
working her way up the ladder and the 
challenges she faced as both a woman 
and also as someone who was, in the 
early stages of her career, hired to 
balance ethnicity in the workplace. 

Shiulie also talked of more recent news 
coverage and urged us all to be mindful 
of ‘fake news’ and suggested ways in 
which we can always challenge the 
validity of the information we are given. 

A personal highlight of Friday evening 
was when she shared with us the 

influence her time at THS as a pupil had 
on her, Shiulie noted her involvement in 
the school’s Debating Club, led by her 
English teacher, and how this created a 
thirst for knowledge, developing a line 
of argument and public speaking skills 
that would allow her to present in front 
of 250 million people live on screen. 

Shiulie is also a successful writer of 
teen fiction and talked us through 
the process she uses to very swiftly 
produce her stories; we are very 
thankful that she has left us copies of 
all of her novels to date in the school 
library for our students to enjoy. 

It is always a fantastic opportunity 
for our students to listen to people 
talk about their lives, but this was 
especially powerful as Shiulie’s journey 
has its roots in the very place they are 
currently beginning their own.

Mrs Reid

We love 
languages!
Year 8 linguists have been 
spreading the love for 
French in Upper Prep.

Senior students planned and taught a 

lesson to Prep pupils on how to order 

different flavours of ice cream as part 

of the MFL department’s drive to build 

cross-phase links in promoting a love of 

learning languages. 

Each group taught a different section 

of the lesson and created wonderful 

resources and teaching materials.

At the end of the lesson, Miss Guy was 

really impressed with the progress 

that the class had made and was a little 

worried that she may be replaced by 

8T on a permanent basis!  She said 

“I think there are definitely some 

budding teachers in 8T.  The lesson was 

a great success and it was wonderful 

to hear pupils in Upper Prep ordering 

ice creams in French!”  Zach in 8T 

commented: “I particularly enjoyed 

teaching the role play activity.  It was 

great to help the younger pupils with 

their French pronunciation.”

The Upper Prep pupils are now 

delighted that they will be able to order 

“une glace au chocolat” next time they 

visit a French-speaking country!

Frau Butterfield

Artist of the Month
Our Artist of the Month for February is 
Amelia in Year 7.  

Since September, Year 7 pupils have 
been exploring the formal elements of 
Art and, since the start of the spring 
term, have been looking at showing 
texture in their drawings. 

Amelia has created this fantastic 
picture, using coloured pencils to 
highlight the dog’s fur.

Mrs Machan

Year 11 Drama
As this newsletter goes to press, our 
Year 11 performers and designers 
are putting the final touches on their 
Component 2 Script based NEAs. 

Working on extracts from A Streetcar 
Named Desire, Blood Brothers and 

Teechers, we wish them all ‘break a leg’ 
as they complete this project straight 
after our half-term break and hope 
to share photographs from the event 
following this.

Mr Coates

A-level Economics
A special congratulations to Hani Yousef 
and Kaavya Venkatesh, who are both 
studying AS Economics in Year 12. 

Both pupils have made a tremendous 
start to their A-level Economics course.

They are consistently working hard in 
order to demonstrate excellent subject 
knowledge, application and analysis 
skills, all of which are essential for 
success in the A-level examinations. 
This was clearly shown in their recent 
mock examination results where both 
were awarded the highest possible 
grade. 

Well done!

Mr Aberdeen

Food and Nutrition
is back!

After almost two years, KS3 students 
will be heading back into the Food 
Department after half term, and 
utilising our brand new facilities for 
the very first time.

For Year 7, their first experience in DT 
has ended for the year and we have 
some fantastic USB Memphis design 
lamps to show for it.

Year 8 pupils have concluded an 
industrial design-style graffiti 
speakers project and some of our 

Year 9 students have finished their 
last ever project in DT after designing 
some interesting architectural 
concepts.

Miss Storey



Teesside High School The Avenue, Eaglescliffe, Stockton-On-Tees  TS16 9AT
T: 01642 782095
E: info@teessidehigh.co.uk
W: www.teessidehigh.co.uk

RACE NIGHT 

Friends of THS Race Night 

Friday 11 March, 7.00pm-10.00pm 

Prep School Hall 

£10 per ticket which includes pie and peas supper 
and first bet. 

‘BYOB’ 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW!


