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ENGAGING WITH THE 
GREAT OUTDOORS
THS pupils continue to enjoy engaging with the great outdoors, with 
our Forest School benefiting from significant investment following the 
pandemic.
During the first Covid-19 lockdown, it was clear that 
nature had been a source of solace for parents and 
pupils alike, with families interacting with their local 
surroundings in new and different ways.  For this 
reason, we invested further in our outdoor education 
curriculum, boosting Forest School sessions and 
outdoor enrichment opportunities for all.

Forest School has been a regular part of our 
curriculum since 2013.  The outdoor classroom is 
situated in our stunning, on-site woodland, home to 
wild deer, badger setts and a variety of birds who call 
the school’s handmade bird boxes home.

Through carefully planned sessions, children across 
the school in both Prep and Senior departments take 
part in Forest School and outdoor and adventurous 
activities throughout the year, enabling them to excel 
in all areas of their personal, academic and social 
development.  These activities can include scavenger 
hunts, flora and fauna identification, imaginative play, 
and tasks which help build skills for life such as using 
woodland tools, learning how to navigate, building 
secure shelters and creating fire safely.

Miss Hopkins, Forest School Leader, said: “It is very 
important to us that Forest School is an important part 
of daily life at school, not simply a project bolted on to 
an already busy curriculum.

“Through Forest School, our pupils are able to develop 
a lifelong love and understanding of the natural 
environment whilst fulfilling the core purposes of the 
Forest School ethos, namely, developing their self-
esteem, confidence and social skills.”

Forest School occupies five acres on our riverside 
site and boasts areas for live music making, drama 

performances and science experiments, to name but a 
few.

Mrs Mackenzie is a firm believer in the importance of 
learning outdoors.  Another fan of our outdoor classes 
is George, our beautiful school well-being dog, who 
is often found helping our youngest pupils with their 
Forest School activities!

“A big part of our outdoor sessions is that pupils of 
all ages learn to take and manage risks and learn 
to succeed with small, achievable tasks.  Our pupils 
love exploring the woodland here, from creating 
masterpieces in the mud kitchen and performing on 
the woodland stage to learning how to build dens and 
mastering key survival skills.

“There are no limits to what learning outdoors can do 
for our children.”

Miss Hockney
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WELCOME
As always, it has been a very busy two 
weeks in school.
I am absolutely delighted to see 
the hard work and dedication 
our students demonstrate each 
and every day begin to pay off.  
Our Oxbridge success, which you 
can read about on Page 10, is 
certainly something to celebrate.  

Although it has been a very 
busy few weeks, we really are 
just getting started with many 
more events to come across our 
remaining two terms.

Our spring term PTA events have 
been deliberately designed to 
have a strong social aspect, with 
the emphasis on parents and 
families coming together to enjoy 
relaxing, fun evenings.  After all, 
this has been a long time coming!

The first event our PTA has 
helped to organise is a Race 
Night which will take place on 
Friday 11 March. The evening 
will consist of eight races with 
eight horses competing in each. 
Tickets for the evening cost 
£10.00 and will include a free 
race bet and a pie and peas 
supper. 

There will also be a THS Quiz 
Night which will take place on 
Friday 13 May - save the date!

Another note for your diaries is 
our Senior School production 
of Matilda Junior, which I know 
from seeing rehearsals myself, 
promises two amazing evenings 
on Tuesday 29 March and 
Wednesday 30 March.

We are also currently in the 
process of organising a THS 
Summer Fair in celebration of 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
in June.  This event will honour 
the very ‘best of British’ with 
live music, raffles, funfair stalls, 
delicious food and drink and 
much more. 

It feels amazing to know that 
there are many events in the 
diary to look forward to, where 
our school family spirit can once 
again shine through. 

I hope you enjoy reading about 
the many achievements our 
students have accomplished over 
the past few weeks.

Have a great weekend!

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U14 and U15 Boys’ Hockey
Our U14 boys have been improving 
game-on-game in their hockey.  At the 
County Tournament last week, the 
boys were defeated by RGS 2-0 despite 
playing really well.  They then drew 
with Egglescliffe.  The games saw good 

performances from the boys with lots 
to take into their upcoming games.

This week it was our U15s’ turn 
for some hockey, this time against 
Barnard Castle.  Despite the wind 
and cold, the boys put on a super 

performance playing against some 
exceptional players.  They created 
a number of chances and were 
competitive throughout.  Well played, 
boys.

Mr Thomas 

U16 Netball 
vs Carmel College

This week saw an U16 Netball re-match 
between THS and Carmel College. 

Following a home defeat by just one 
point, we can proudly report that the 
girls brought home a win (35-24)! 

The team was captained by Isobel 
who has done an amazing job; her eye 
for what makes an effective team and 
output is outstanding.

Well done to Layla for being awarded 
Player of the Match.

Mrs Harrington 

U16 Hockey vs 

Egglescliffe School
After an exciting 40 minutes of 

Hockey on Wednesday evening, the 

two teams could not be split and 

the match finished in a 1-1 draw. 

Both teams created several 

scoring opportunities but fantastic 

goalkeeping from both sides made 

it very difficult to convert. 

Anna finally broke through for THS 

but unfortunately we could not 

hang on the lead and Egglescliffe 

equalised in the final two minutes 

of the game. 

It was hard work for our girls after 

weeks of revision and examinations 

but a welcome break from their 

intense studies. 

Well done to all and a special 

mention to Ava and Emily F who 

were awarded Players of the Match.

Miss Turnbull

U12 Netball vs Yarm 
School
Last Tuesday saw two fantastic games of Netball for Year 7 
vs Yarm School.
Our A team fought out a really 
competitive game and, but for some 
astray passes, might have sealed a 
victory.  Yarm 7-THS 6.  Player of the 
Match, Tendai.

7B played with energy and enthusiasm, 
final score 6-2 to Yarm but these girls 

are really showing excellent progress 
with their skills.  Player of the Match, 
Ava.

Thanks to all of the parents who came 
to support us, see you at next week’s 
game!

Miss Stephens
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Oral Health 
Reception children have been 

learning about oral health this 

week as part of their topic work.

They have been able to link this 

to their phonics ‘ee’ and ‘th’ and 

produce some fantastic sentences! 

They then welcomed Mrs Kirk 

from our Senior School Science 

Department and enjoyed a first 

hand experience of animal teeth. 

We are so fortunate to be able to 

share cross-phase expertise at 

Teesside High School. 

Thank you, Mrs Kirk, the children 

learned so many new facts!

Mrs Clapton

Chinese New Year
Nursery and Reception children have thoroughly enjoyed 
celebrating Chinese New Year this week.

The children have been making 

lanterns to decorate the classroom, 

writing chinese numbers in rice 

and paint, retelling the story using 

puppets, making tigers and even using 

chopsticks to pick up ‘noodles’ whilst 

playing in the home corner.  

All of these activities have supported 

their fine motor development and the 

children have loved showcasing their 

brilliant skills.

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

Forest School
Pupils from Nursery to Year 3 have 
focused upon two topic areas during 
their recent Forest School sessions. 

The first task the groups enjoyed was 
being a part of the RSPB Big Schools’ 
Birdwatch, where pupils identified 
and counted which birds they had 
seen.  Some groups were even lucky 
enough to see our resident robin!  

The results were then submitted 

to the official RSPB Big Schools’ 
Birdwatch survey. 

The second topic followed on from 
the in-class exploration of Chinese 
New Year, where the children were 
tasked with a tricky scavenger hunt 
to identify and learn about all of 
the different animals in the Chinese 
zodiac.

Miss Hopkins

Recycled 3D models
Children in Nursery have been extending their learning 

at home and have enjoyed working with their families to 

produce some impressive 3D models.

The children were set the challenge to 

use a range of recycled materials and 

their wonderful imaginations to create 

a model of their choice.

Our close partnership with parents is a 

real strength of THS. 

Thank you to our wonderful parents 

for helping the children with this task 

- they loved sharing their models with 

their friends!

Miss Hall

Outdoor Play 
Nursery pupils have been making the 
most out of their outdoor play area this 
week! 

They have been busy making delicious 
‘cakes’ for their friends and conquering 
obstacle courses using a range of 
equipment.

Miss Hall

To The Rescue

Early Years children would like to say a 

very big thank you to First Responder 

Mr Cundall, who visited recently to 

speak about his work and support the 

children’s learning around the topic To 

The Rescue.

These first hand experiences really 

bring the children’s learning to life!

Miss Hall
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On Tap
Lower Prep have been immersing themselves in their 
learning for their latest IPC topic On Tap.

This week, pupils have investigated 

how water gets from lakes, rivers and 

streams to our taps.  In their recent 

Science sessions, the children made 

some dirty water by mixing mud, 

water and cooking oil, and then carried 

out some of the processes of water 

treatment.

First, they aerated the dirty water by 

shaking vigorously for 45 seconds, 

swapping the liquid between beakers 

ten times.  This adds oxygen to the 

water, replacing any other gases such 

as carbon dioxide.  It also oxidises some 

impurities, such as iron and manganese. 

These will become suspended in the 

water allowing them to be filtered later.

Next they had a go at coagulation 

and sedimentation.  In these steps 

the children watched as I carefully 

added alum (aluminium sulphate) to 

their mixture, then stirred carefully 

for four minutes.  They left their 

dirty water overnight to allow the 

processes to unfold.  They noticed that 

the dirt particles stick together and 

become heavy (coagulation), so that 

they sink to the bottom of the water 

(sedimentation). 

The final process completed in school 

was filtration.  The children scooped 

the floating pieces from the top of 

the water and placed them in the 

bin, then scooped out the water into 

a homemade filter.  The filter was an 

upside down two litre bottle with the 

bottom cut off.  Inside was a layer of 

cotton wool, followed by gravel and 

finally a thick layer of sand.

Once the water had all been filtered, we 

realised we still wouldn’t want to drink 

it… it looked a bit yellow!  Lower Prep 

learned that in water treatment plants, 

the final process is to add chemicals 

that help to make the water safe to 

drink.

Miss Lockerbie

WOW words
In the Prep School, pupils are really 
enjoying learning a new WOW word 
each week.  The words are shared 

during assembly time and the pupils 
are challenged to use them in their 
independent writing!  I wonder what 

word we will learn next...

Mr Griffiths

Time Detectives
Pre-Prep children are loving their IPC 
topic Time Detectives! 

They have been busy exploring our 
school’s history this week, and visiting 
areas in the grounds and Senior School 
which reflect the school’s rich and 
interesting past.

Mrs Hannah

Year 3 Poetry

The children in Year 3 have been 

working really hard recently on a 

poetry unit.

The children have been introduced 

to haikus, a form of structured 

poetry and have written their own 

haikus about the seasons.  

They thought carefully about the 

number of lines and the strict 

number of syllables needed on each 

line in order to write a successful 

poem.  

They also practised the essential 

skill of editing and improving their 

work, which will be useful in other 

areas of their English work.

Well done to all of the Year 3 

children who showed great effort 

and determination.

Mrs Kennedy

Here and Now, There 
and Then
The children in Upper Prep 1 are continuing their IPC unit, 
Here and Now, There and Then.
They are currently working on some 
Geography tasks that explore what it is 
like in Saudi Arabia.  

The children have been working 
hard in groups to research one area 
from climate and weather, types of 
industry to physical landscapes and 
environmental issues.  Having found 
out information on their given topic, 
they have prepared presentations 
so that they can share their areas of 
expertise with the rest of their peers. 

The children have been very interested 

to find out about what life is like in this 
country, especially some of the summer 
average temperatures, and will soon be 
comparing this to life in the UK.  

We are hoping to welcome a visitor into 
school shortly who has lived in both the 
UK and Saudi Arabia so that we are able 
to find out first-hand how these two 
countries differ and the challenges and 
experiences of living abroad.

Here are some photographs of the 
children making their presentations.

Mrs Kennedy
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Matilda Junior -

meet Mr

Wormwood!
Rehearsals continue for our school 

production of Matilda Junior at the 

end of March. 

 Joe enjoyed trying on his costume 

as Mr Wormwood this week and we 

asked him a few questions about 

his character and the role in the 

upcoming play...

What three words best describe 

your character? 

Sly, egotistical, naive. 

What is your favourite line as this 

character? 

National Green Hair Day, a 

celebration of all the wonderful 

green things in the world!

Summarise the story of Matilda in 

one sentence.

If something isn’t right, you have to 

put it right.

Mrs Shevels and Mr Coates 

Classical Education 
For thousands of years, a Classical Education was 
something every western European aspired to.

Ancient Greek is a popular choice this 
term for our enrichment activities.  A 
niche subject nowadays, it is studied 
by only 900 people nationally at GCSE, 
compared to Geography for example 
where there are around 200,000 
candidates a year.  Numbers opting 
for Greek, however, continue to rise in 
places where it is offered, showing just 
how popular this subject can be, and at 
THS, all our candidates for this difficult 
subject have achieved A* grades when 
they have sat the GCSE examination.   

Charlotte, our Year 11 helper, took 
her GCSE a year early last summer, 
achieving 100% in one paper and 97% 
in another. 

Enrichment in Ancient Greek is an ideal 
way to offer stretch and challenge to a 
group of like-minded pupils from Year 
9 upwards; learning vertically like this, 
with pupils grouped by ability and 
interest rather than age, allows them 
to make new friends and foster a sense 
of community across the year groups. 
The Ancient Greek language is alive and 
well too in the anatomical and medical 
terms which we are studying; giving a 
flying start for all our future medics.

Enrichment pupils will be able to read 

texts that are 2,500 years old, but still 
have power and resonance today.  For 
example the works of Herodotus, called 
the Father of History, are more like 
the Horrible Histories!  We can read 
in his books about how the Egyptians 
mummified crocodiles, to how to keep 
mosquitoes away, as well as amazing 
battle strategies, ancient legends and 
scandalous rumours.

Ancient Greek is still used as the 
language of Science: so far this term 
we have unravelled the meaning 
of dinosaur names and will be 
investigating the use of Greek in 
everything from Music to Physics.  

We use their language to explore how 
the Greeks pushed the boundaries 
of discovery: from pin-hole cameras 
to steam-powered boats.  Their 
temples were not the dreamy ruins 
they are now, but full of cutting-edge 
technology; from automatic doors, to 
vending machines, to the first “robot” 
servants.  Our understanding of many 
subjects, from music to physics to 
philosophy, is built on the foundations 
of their knowledge.

Miss Bird

Tea Time Concert
Another warm and welcoming audience joined us for this 
term’s Tea Time concert, featuring performances from 
students across the Senior School.  Even George the dog 
came along and listened intently to the talent on offer!
Nick in Year 12 opened the proceedings 
with some stylish Richard Clayderman, 
before some super singing from Ivy in 
Year 8; I’ve never heard ABBA sound 
so sublime!  Four of our Year 7 singers 
who are involved in the forthcoming 
Matilda production, Bethea, Aiden, 
Poppy and Hadi, each sang songs that 
were dramatically different, from 
classic 90’s Brit Pop to ballads and Lin-
Manuel Miranda’s latest hit soundtrack!  
We had a delightful piano solo from 
George, also in Year 7, who made our 
grand piano sound very convincingly 
like an Old Cuckoo Clock with its 
repetitive two-note motif.  

There was strong representation from 
our GCSE Music students in both Year 
10 and Year 11.  Max played guitar and 
sang Dancing in the Dark, before Ava 
and Elisa performed a duet version of 
Adele’s Rolling in the Deep complete 
with lovely harmonies.  Reuben, in 
Year 11, upped the ante by performing  
Stars from the musical Les Miserables: 
a challenging song to sing and the 
recording of which could significantly 
boost his GCSE grade - another reason 
these concerts are so valuable.

Whilst we missed out on some 
performances due to Covid and illness, 
we were blessed with a strong group of 
performers who were ready to step up, 
perform and continue to develop their 
stagecraft and skills in this most nerve-
wracking part of being a musician.  
Determination, resilience and flexibility 
are constantly on display in our Music 
department and I am so proud of all 
of the student’s efforts to continue to 
grow and develop in such an important 
area of learning.

An enormous well done to all of you.  
Thank you for sharing your talent with 
us.

Mrs Shevels

Speech and Drama
Speech and Drama lessons are both 
hard work and great fun.  

Hot on the heels of our University of 
Oxford’s Ancient Drama Prize (see our 
last newsletter), some students have 
been exploring the brilliant play Blue 
Stockings by Jessica Swale for their 
duologue pieces. 

First performed at Shakespeare’s 
Globe in 2013, the play is set in Girton 
College Cambridge.  Girton was the first 
college in Britain to admit women in 
1896 - they became known as the ‘Blue 
Stockings’.  However, they left without 
degrees to go home unqualified and 
unmarriageable.  

Elisa commented on the text; ‘It’s good 
to know about the start of women 
studying at university and great to work 
on a piece with a strong message’.  

Emmeline felt the text ‘has timeless 
themes that are still relevant today, 
even though it is set 126 years ago.’

Mr Coates 

Year 7 Drama
Students have responded with 

enthusiasm and creativity to their 

current play text, Ernie’s Incredible 

Illucinations by Alan Ayckbourn. 

Ernie has extraordinary powers of 

imagination and his thoughts have the 

strange habit of morphing into reality. 

Here you can see Louis preparing for 

his entrance as a World War II German 

Army Officer. 

Well done Year 7, I look forward to 

enjoying the final performances!

Mr Coates 
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Forest School 
Enrichment
The Senior enrichment group have thoroughly enjoyed 
getting to grips with different tools.

They practised their whittling skills, 

with some starting to make a tent peg 

with peelers and knives. 

They then moved on to using hammers, 

after thinking initially that this would 

be an easy skill to master, they soon 

realised that it required patience and 

practise! 

Miss Hopkins

Sixth Form Science
Year 12 Biologists have been exploring 
the human gaseous exchange system 
this week, dissecting a pair of lungs in 
order to increase their understanding 
of the organ’s anatomy.

Elsewhere in Year 12, Physics students 
are busy investigating how the tension 
of a string affects the frequency of 

waves travelling along it.  This is one 
of their Common Practical Assessment 
Criteria (CPAC) experiments, which 
will lead to a Practical Physics 
Endorsement in addition to their 
A-level Physics qualification.

Meanwhile, Year 13 pupils have been 
tasked with investigating magnetic 

flux linkage using card and spaghetti 
in Physics.  Harry found that changing 
the angle of the flux (spaghetti) and 
the number of coils (pieces of card) 
affected the flux linkage.

Ms Goodman and Mrs Jackson 

Oxbridge Success!
THS Sixth Form is delighted with this 
year’s harvest of university offers so far, 
with students receiving both unconditional 
and conditional offers for a wide range of 
subjects such as Mathematics and Statistics, 
Music Management, English Language with 
Creative Writing and Physiotherapy.

Year 13 students are encouraged to aim high and fulfil 
their potential, with more than a quarter of the year group 
applying for Oxford and Cambridge this year.  The North East 
on average sends only 50 students a year to Oxford, and there 
are many times more students at Cambridge from China than 
there are from our region, so we are always delighted to raise 
both the reputation and representation of our part of the 
UK.  Not only do we have a steady stream of students heading 
there, but the news we receive from former THS Sixth Form 
pupils, now Oxbridge alumni, is that they are graduating with 
first class degrees, and often representing their colleges as 
ambassadors to encourage a greater diversity of applicants: 
news to make everyone proud!

Oxbridge entrance is a rightly challenging process for our 
hopefuls.  It begins before the summer holidays in Year 12, 
where students are encouraged to use departmental reading 
lists as a springboard for wider reading and reflection.  The 
enthusiasm for pursuing their subject beyond the curriculum 
marks out a likely candidate, even more than high academic 
achievement alone.  Oxbridge students submit their carefully-
constructed personal statements, and the rest of their 
university choices, via UCAS at the start of the autumn term. 
They follow a syllabus that allows them to reach A-level 
standard by October half term, so for them, the preceding 
summer holidays have to be treated as an extra term with 
steady progress through independent work.  Luckily our 
small class sizes mean subject teachers know their students 
inside out, and can write references that are personal and 
meaningful for each individual.  By October half term, 
students who have cleared that first hurdle will have had to 
submit two curated and marked pieces of written work, and 
must now spend half term preparing for and sitting entrance 

examinations (and for this cohort, whose GCSEs and AS-
levels were Centre Assessed Grades, these are the first public 
examinations they have ever sat).

We have a range of specialist Oxbridge academic contacts 
who step in for us as mock interviewers, giving our 
candidates preparation tips and feedback before the actual 
event.  This final stage, if they are selected to go forward 
after the examinations have been marked, is a round of 
several hour-long tutorial interviews with academics in their 
chosen subject and college.  This year there has been the 
added difficulty of being online and not face-to-face.  At this 
stage, colleges have whittled thousands of global applicants 
down to a final 8-10 students, in order to select around 4 
per subject, per college.  The interviews challenge students 
to show how they think, as much as they uncover how much 
they know, with rigorous questioning.

We were therefore delighted to get the news last month 
that all of our Oxford candidates, applying for places to read 
English, French and Russian, and German and Philosophy, 
have been successful in receiving an offer from Merton, 
Wadham and St. Peter’s colleges, and our Cambridge medic 
was also successful in winning an offer from Clare College. 
For students not lucky enough to achieve an offer, it is often 
more of a reflection on the very specialist focus that Oxbridge 
requires, which can be too narrow a focus for some of our 
high-flying all-rounders with elite sporting commitments, for 
example.

We support every Sixth Form pupil with our tailor-made 
provision, ensuring every student gets exactly the right fit for 
them.

Miss Bird

Pupil of the Month
On Tuesday, our January ‘Pupil of the 
Month’ nominees had the opportunity 
to have their lunch with the Head. 

Students are nominated by their tutors 
for making a positive impact around the 
school, through things such as being 
kind, producing outstanding pieces of 
work, being helpful and working hard. 

Well done to the following students; 
Rosie, Ben, Isobel, Matilda, Gracie, Tom, 
Mazie and Stella.  Your hard work does 
not go unrecognised!

Miss Stephens 
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RACE NIGHT 

Friends of THS Race Night 

Friday 11 March, 7.00pm-10.00pm 

Prep School Hall 

£10 per ticket which includes pie and peas supper 
and first bet. 

‘BYOB’ 

UPCOMING EVENT


