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WORLD BOOK DAY! 
On Thursday 3 March, students from across the school took part in 
different activities to celebrate World Book Day. 
In the Prep School, pupils came dressed in ‘I Spy’ 
costumes.  The children had to choose an item that 
would identify them as their favourite book character.  
Some of our favourites included; ruby red slippers 
for Dorothy from The Wizard of Oz, a bandage for 
Mr Bump from the Mr Men book series, glasses and 
scarves for Harry Potter and much more!

The children also entered a Book in a Jar competition 
where they had to represent a book of their choice in a 
jar using crafts from home.  A huge congratuations to 
all those that won a prize for their efforts (see page 4).

Senior School and Sixth Form students were also 

able to celebrate World Book Day in style this year.  
All three Houses were tasked with creating a flash 
mob inspired by reading.  Victoria House was indeed 
victorious with their dance creation and it is clear that 
they love reading!  Mrs Mackenzie thoroughly enjoyed 
judging the competition. 

Students also had an opportunity to attend a book 
swap event in the Library as well as completing a tutor 
time book quiz.  Well done to all students for matching 
teachers to their favourite books, especially to those 
who guessed the three members of staff who listed 

Jane Eyre as their favourite author.  There were some 
surprised faces when students realised that our very 
own Mr Aberdeen is a published author!

World Book Day also marked the beginning of our 
Readathon charity fundraising event.  THS students 
will be challenging themselves to read as much 
as possible to raise money to distribute books in 
hospitals over the coming weeks. 

Happy reading!

Mrs Drew
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WELCOME
With lighter nights and plentiful sunshine, it 
is lovely to see spring on its way!
While this half term may be 
a short one, we have already 
been immersed in a wide range 
of activities and events across 
the school within the past two 
weeks.  As I am writing this, I am 
looking forward to our first PTA 
event of the year taking place 
tonight.  It will be wonderful to 
finally get our THS families back 
together for our Race Night!

As reading is one of my favourite 
pastimes, I was very pleased to 
get involved in celebrating World 
Book Day last week.  I had the 
pleasure of judging the House 
flash mob competition and, 
whilst all houses put on a great 
show, Victoria came out on top!

Following World Book Day, we 
are now looking forward to the 
English Department’s trip to 
London where pupils will visit 
Shakespeare’s Globe theatre.
We will of course share regular 
updates during this residential 
visit. 

As a lover of Science, I am super 
excited about STEM Week 
next week.  The week aims to 
promote the subjects of Science, 
Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics and the wide range 
of opportunities within these 
fields.  Across the school there 
will be a variety of activities for 
our pupils to take part in which 
will broaden their horizons and 
help them think about possible 
future career paths within these 
areas.  We will also hold the 
second event in our Tea-Time 
Talk series with guest speaker 
Paula McMahon, a civil engineer, 
at the end of the week.

I am over the moon to see that 
we have sold over 250 tickets for 
Matilda Junior in just two days!  
It is great to see events like this 
make a return to the calendar 
and I cannot wait to see the hard 
work of Mr Coates, Mrs Shevels 
and our talented cast pay off 
later this term. 

This week I have been 
overwhelmed by the power 
and generosity of our school 
community.  Following our 
Ukraine appeal this week, we 
collected over 100 packs of 
nappies, 8 large bags of sanitary 
products, over 60 duvets and 
blankets and much more.  We 
had to make the difficult decision 
to stop accepting donations 
early as we risked having too 
many items to contribute (which 
was an amazing position to be 
in - thank you!).  Your donations 
are now on the way to where 
they are most needed.  Thank 
you so much to everyone who 
contributed, it is amazing what 
we can achieve when we come 
together.  It goes without saying 
that my thoughts and prayers are 
with the people of Ukraine at this 
time. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U14 Boys’ Hockey 

vs Egglescliffe
Our U14 boys’ hockey team faced 

Egglescliffe School for the fourth time 

this year, with the last three matches 

ending 0-0. 

This fixture was to be no different as 

the match finished with yet another 

goalless draw!

The main feature of the match was 

a scrappy midfield battle which saw 

Oliver, Rhys and Rohan fighting hard 

to maintain possession. 

Our defence and goalkeeping were 

typically strong however we struggled 

to create many clear-cut chances at 

the attacking end. 

We look forward to our next fixture 

against Egglescliffe U14 where both 

teams will be desperate to score that 

seemingly elusive goal!

Mr Williamson

U12 Girls’ Hockey
vs Yarm School

It was another competitive night of 
Hockey for our U12 girls’ A and B team 
against Yarm School last week.  

The A team fought hard throughout, 
worked well together and came away 
with an impressive win.  

The B team also played very well with 
a number of pupils playing only their 
second match for the school.

Miss Turnbull

Maia makes U21 

Leeds Rhinos 

debut
Congratulations to Maia, our Sixth 

Form Sports Scholar, who continues 

her success on the England Netball 

Performance Pathway. 

Maia has been selected to represent  

and train with Leeds Rhinos U17 

and U21 Netball Squads.  

Leeds Rhinos is considered the 

official home of elite netball in 

Yorkshire.

Maia trains with Grangetown 

Netball Club two nights a week 

and travels to Leeds to train for a 

further two evenings, juggling these 

commitments around her studies. 

She played her second game this 

weekend for the U17 team against 

Wasps (winning 74-27) and also 

made her U21 debut!

A fantastic achievement, well done, 

Maia.

Miss Turnbull 

District Schools Netball 
Tournaments 
Well done to both our A and B Netball teams in Year 7 who 
played their socks off in their respective District Schools 
Tournaments on Tuesday and Wednesday this week.

As always, both teams gave their best 

and it was lovely to see Player of the 

Match shared out over the matches.  

The girls have been working on set 

plays for back line and centre passes 

and being more assertive in their 

movement for the ball and it was good 

to see them really try to practise this in 

the games they played. 

I am very proud of their commitment, 

dedication and enthusiasm over the last 

two terms and as we approach the end 

of the season we hope to see all of the 

girls back to start again with the same 

gusto.

Miss Stephens
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Outdoor 

Education
EYFS children had a wonderful 

time in our stunning Forest School 

yesterday morning.  

The children have spotted lots of 

signs of spring and thoroughly 

enjoyed learning in the beautiful 

sunshine.

Miss Clapton

Pancake Day
Nursery children thoroughly enjoyed celebrating Pancake 

Day last week!

The children used their mathematics 

skills to match and sequence numbered 

pancakes, they enjoyed the story of 

Mr Wolf’s pancakes and retold it using 

puppets, made pancakes in role play 

games and, of course, ate pancakes for 

their morning snack!

Miss Hall
Aliens Love 
Underpants

Nursery children have thoroughly 
enjoyed sharing the text Aliens Love 
Underpants this week.  

They created some wonderful flying 
spaceships complete with aliens 
inside and made alien shape pictures.  

Miss Hall

Lady with the Lamp 
Pre-Prep children have enjoyed finding out about Florence 
Nightingale this week.

The children have discovered lots of 

facts and were very impressed with 

how much Florence was able to change 

in the Victorian times. 

As Florence was known as the ‘Lady 

with the Lamp’, from checking on her 

patients in the night, the children made 

their own lamps.  

Here are some of the children’s 

favourite facts about Florence:

“She was born in Italy.” - Phyllis

“She made the beds clean.” - Constance

“She changed the hospitals and looked 

after people.” -  Jola

“She was born in 1820.” - Aaron

Mrs Hannah

Bear Hunt
To celebrate World Book Day, Nursery 
and Reception children went on a Bear 
Hunt in our Forest School! 

The children thoroughly enjoyed 
looking all over the woods for the bear, 
they had to squelch through the mud 
and search high and low. 

They were particularly impressed that 
there was a bear for George, too!

Miss Hopkins

Book in a Jar
All of our Prep School pupils were 

challenged to use different materials to 

create a book of their choice in a jar for 

World Book Day.  

We had many entries containing a 

range of different books such as Harry 

Potter, Alice in Wonderland, Jack and the 

Beanstalk and much more.

Congratulations to all of our winners 

who each received a certificate for their 

hard work!

Miss Hall
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Junior Journalists
During their English lessons, Year 5 pupils have been 

examining the different features of a newspaper report.

The children are now using their 

knowledge to create their own 

newspaper articles.  They have linked 

their reports to the story of Theseus and 

the Minotaur and included details of the 

terrifying events.  

Our roving reporters have been 

including the 5Ws, describing the story 

in an interesting way, including quotes 

from the main characters and even 

including pictures with a caption.  

Hopefully, they will now be 

volunteering to write articles for THiS 

Week!

Great work, Year 5, keep it up!

Mrs Leck Year 2 Maths
Children in Year 2 are currently 

studying a mathematics unit about 

shape.  

They have looked at a variety of 2D 

and 3D shapes and the children are 

becoming more confident when 

identifying their properties.

For their homework last week, the 

children were asked to have a go at 

making some shapes using any objects 

that they could find around their 

houses.

Here is Ethan showing us the 2D and 

3D shapes that he managed to make.

Mrs Kennedy

Bushcraft Club
Bushcraft Club pupils have started to 
take advantage of the lighter nights this 
week, learning basic knots, practising 
half hitch and mastering timber hitch 
knots. 

The students then joined four pieces of 
paracord together and enjoyed a limbo 
competition! 

Miss Hopkins

Chocolate
Lower Prep pupils had a very 

tasty start to the half term for the 

Entry Point of their new IPC topic 

Chocolate. 

Last week, they became true 

chocolate connoisseurs, finding 

out about the correct way to really 

‘taste’ chocolate. 

They used their senses to observe 

the appearance, smell, texture and 

taste of each different piece of 

chocolate and rated each criteria 

out of ten for an overall score out 

of 40. 

Delicious!

Miss Lockerbie

Postcards of Kindness
As part of Prep School’s enrichment activity ‘Postcards of 

Kindness’, the children have been thinking hard about who 

they should send a postcard to.

These are the first postcards to be sent 

out and will be received by local carers, 

local residents and our lovely site team 

this week! 

The children are busy working through 

a long list of suggestions and are eager 

to reach as many people as possible.

They have already started letters to 

the residents at Timothy Hackworth 

Court, Cleveland Police and North Tees 

Hospital.  

The postcards that the children have 

written are lovely and I am sure they 

will put a smile on many faces when 

they are received.

Mrs Kennedy
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Meet our new 

Pastoral Support

Officer
As you may be aware, Mrs Conroy 

left us at Christmas following 

extended maternity leave.  We are 

very grateful to Miss Dodsworth, 

who has supported our students in 

a temporary capacity as Pastoral 

Support Officer for the autumn 

term and the beginning of the 

spring term.

As of this week, we are delighted to 

welcome Mrs Knox as our new full-

time Pastoral Support Officer.

Mrs Knox has a wealth of 

experience and skills to bring to 

this post.  She has spent a period of 

time working with Miss Dodsworth 

to ensure a smooth handover.  

I am sure Mrs Knox will soon be an 

integral member of the Teesside 

High School community as she 

spends time getting to know our 

students and parents.

Miss Stephens

Shakespeare’s Sonnets
To coincide with the launch of the Readathon across the 
school, Year 9 students are using their Music lessons to 
read and perform Shakespeare in a whole new way.
Shakespeare wrote over one hundred 
and fifty sonnets - 14-line poems that 
feature rhyming couplets and iambic 
pentameter.  Whilst these can be 
difficult poems to write, their rhythmic 
features make them really easy to use in 
rap and hip hop musical styles because 
of the regular beat that is so intrinsic 
to each line.  Hip hop and rap artists 
use similar rhythmic techniques to 
structure their content and ensure they 
stay on the beat by emphasising certain 
syllables to fit with their chosen beats.

First, students spent time reading 
through a selection of sonnets in order 
to hear and feel what they sounded 
like spoken aloud.  We discovered that 
many of these poems were written 
about love in its many forms, but also 
contain themes such as growing older, 
absence, change and the passage of 
time.  We noticed that the final couplet 
is often a summary of the sonnet, or a 

conclusion to a discussion or argument 
within the poem and decided we would 
repeat these last two lines in our 
compositions.

Students used Soundtrap to first decide 
the all-important bpm - beats per 
minute - which determines the speed 
of the music they are creating, before 
selecting a drum beat loop as the basis 
of their backing track composition.  
Over the next few lessons, we will 
be adding more loops and additional 
tracks to build up the texture of the 
piece and recording our own voices 
rapping Shakespeare’s sonnets over the 
top!  

It is exciting to see their enthusiasm 
and intrigue for Shakespeare and I 
am really looking forward to hearing 
what they come up with on this cross-
curricular project.

Mrs Shevels

Silver and Gold DofE 
Hikes
This half term sees the return of our Duke of Edinburgh 
day hikes.
Silver and Gold groups took to the Lake 
District last weekend to refresh their 
navigation skills, carefully making their 

way up Common Fell and enjoying 
stunning views of Ullswater.

Miss Hopkins

Tea Time Talk -
Friday 18 March

On Friday 18 March, we will welcome 
Paula McMahon to school for the 
second event in our Tea-Time Talk 
series.  

Paula is a Civil Engineer at Sir Robert 
McAlpine Ltd., specialising in Design, 
Construction and Project Management.  
She is the current holder of the Tees 
Businesswomen Lifelong Inspiration 
Award and European WICE Lifetime in 
Engineering Award.

As a woman working in a scientific and 
engineering field, Paula is keen to talk 
to us on the idea of ‘Growth’ and British 
Science Week.  As such, we are sure that 
Paula will be an engaging and thought 
provoking speaker.  Please use the 
Google form circulated to confirm your 
attendance.

Mrs Shevels

CERN lecture
Continuing this month’s Science Week 
theme of Growth, Year 10 Separate 
Science students looked at the growth 
of science discoveries and had the 
privilege of a Zoom meeting from 
someone sat next to the Large Hadron 
Collider (LHC) in Geneva!

Professor Lars Jorgensen has worked 
at CERN for over 20 years and wanted 
to give students an insight into this 
phenomenal venture.  He summed it 
up as: “we carry out research into how 
the world was put together.” 

Lars explained that so many 
inventions and innovations have come 
from CERN over the years,  including:

1949-1978 - Development of the 
Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS) 
and its associated detectors, paving 
the way for fundamental Physics 
discoveries to be made.

1981-1989 - SPS converted into the 

Large Electron-Positron Collider (LEP) 
used to discover the W and Z vector 
bosons - particles that prove the weak 
nuclear force’s existence. 

1990 - Tim Berners-Lee developed the 
worldwide web to allow rapid data 
sharing between scientists across the 
world.

1994 -2009 - Development of the LHC.  
Switched off after overheating shortly 
after switch-on in 2008, the LHC was 
repaired and restarted in 2009.

2012 - A particle having energy 
consistent with the predicted Higgs 
Boson is found!

2016 - NATURE (the ULTIMATE 
science journal) reports CERN 
scientists have groundbreakingly 
measured an optical spectrum for an 
antimatter atom.

Lars talked about the international 

science community coming together 
with funds and expertise with an 
incredibly diverse group of people, 
“The Laws of Physics do not care 
about political agendas, we just want 
to get on with our research.”

There are 23 member countries, 
2500 staff directly employed by 
CERN, another 2500 staff from other 
agencies and up to 12000 in total 
working at the site’s various facilities.  
They have their own fire brigade and 
medical team, three restaurants (each 
can seat 2000 people), sports and 
social clubs and much much more.  It 
is effectively a small town!

Our Year 10 students had a plethora 
of questions, starting with, “but why 
are they doing this?” …something that 
Ms Goodman and the class will be 
discussing for some time to come!

Mrs Kirk

IGCSE Business
A special mention to Lucy Foster 
(Year 10) who has continued to work 
extremely hard during this year’s IGCSE 
Business course. 

Lucy makes insightful contributions 
to class discussions and continues to 

develop her examination technique 
by adding detail to her answers and 
linking them to the context of the 
question. 

Well done!

Mrs Boothroyd
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From China to Edinburgh: An 
international student’s journey to 
Veterinary Medicine
Linxi in Year 13 has been offered a place at Edinburgh University to study Veterinary 
Medicine! Below she explains how much hard work it has taken for her to achieve her 
dream.
I first thought about my future career path when I rescued 
a dog with dermatitis, and observed it recover under a 
vet’s treatment.  I was 12, and the medical problem was not 
life-threatening, but I felt the importance of the veterinary 
profession’s contribution to an animal’s well-being on the 
small-scale and being part of the bigger picture.  It led me 
to volunteer at a local animal shelter in China, where I 
gained valuable experiences handling various small, nervous 
animals.  I rescued over 30 strays in four years and cared for 
them during recovery.  This is still something that matters to 
me now I am studying in England; I’ve set up a stray adoption 
community by posting adoption online.  Dealing with 
hundreds of adoptions has helped me understand my own 
assumptions about people from diverse backgrounds and 
laid out the essentials of communication, and that humans 
have to be animals’ advocates and intermediaries, even when 
it’s just hatching and caring for the school chickens!  During 
lockdown I rescued an injured seabird and was able to give it 
emergency care.  I felt I was being useful and competent, as I 
dealt as an adult with the relevant authorities. 

I wasn’t phased by the move from China to THS Sixth Form, 
as I went to Nursery in England a long time ago, so there 
wasn’t a culture shock, beyond realising that English people 
don’t eat fish and chips every day and not everyone plays 
football!  The way we learn is totally different though; it is 
much more free here.  I was at an international school before 
so it wasn’t unfamiliar to me, but it might be unfamiliar to 
other international students: you really do have to think 
independently here, whereas in China learning is very 
regimented and follows routines.  I spent an extra year in the 
Sixth Form, getting my language up to scratch for the rounds 
of interviews and the taxing application process, and sitting 
my A-level Maths last year so I can focus on my two sciences 
now.  There are other international students in the Sixth 
Form which is great, but this isn’t like a big college where 
native-speakers just stick together: my English is fluent now 
as I am part of a diverse group. 

Volunteering at a Mind charity shop allows me to meet more 
people from a wide range of backgrounds in the UK, and also 
offers a great chance to communicate with people in different 
conditions face-to-face.  It was hard to get work experience 
during the pandemic, but I have undertaken a virtual work 
experience course, and a face-to-face sheep husbandry 
course which offered me an overview of ovine behaviour and 
basic handling skills, such as worming and health checks, 

and I completed a four week placement with a clinic at 
Northallerton, where I can get involved in daily consultations. 

My subjects have all given me transferable skills: Maths has 
developed my logical thinking, fostering a comprehensive 
and precise approach to complex experiments, and so how 
to gather information and draw analogies logically.  Biology 
has met my aspiration of understanding the physiology and 
anatomy of animals.  Through a sheep’s heart dissection, for 
example, I’ve not only observed the blood vessels of the heart 
but also the thickness of ventricles - the way the left ventricle 
is thicker as it needs to pump blood throughout the body. 

Through the experimental lab work in Chemistry, I’ve 
improved my practical skills by using different methods such 
as distillation and recrystallization in organic synthesis, and 
quantitative and qualitative analysis such as titration and 
chromatography.  Those offer me an opportunity to learn the 
importance of performing and recording accurately in order 
to be reliable, which inspires me to get involved in more lab 
work in the future.

Veterinary medicine is really competitive, especially at 
globally-renowned universities like Edinburgh, which only 
offers 125 places to 1500 applicants.  It has been incredibly 
hard doing tests, tutorial-style interviews and multiple mini 
interviews over Teams, so I was literally jumping for joy 
when I recieved an offer.  I absolutely love the city, and its 
culture. Edinburgh is also the site of  the Roslin Institute for 
Animal Research, where Dolly the sheep was cloned, which 
is an area I am really interested in.  I feel like my dreams are 
coming true!

Linxi, Year 13, in conversation with Miss Bird

Splendid Productions visit THS
On Wednesday 9 March, we were 
delighted to welcome the highly 
regarded Splendid Productions 
Theatre Company to the school.  

The company’s Artistic Director, Kerry 
Frampton, and highly experienced 
theatre actor, Scott Smith, spent the 
morning with us.

First, they performed their production 
of Ubu.  The production is the 
Company’s own creative adaptation 
from a trilogy of plays originally by 
Alfred Jarry, also informed by the 
2020 BBC documentary series, Once 
Upon A Time in Iraq.  The play looks at 
the nature of dictators and tyrants and 
how they manipulate public opinion.

The audience at THS was composed 
of students in Year 7-9 and those 
studying Drama and Theatre at 
Key Stages 4 and 5.  Audience 
feedback included “it was an unusual 
production but very interesting to 
watch”; “cruel tyrants can have a very 
charming side to them that they use 
to manipulate others” and “it was fun 

to contribute to the show in our own 
way”.

Following the performance, our 
older students had the opportunity 
to join a Q&A session.  Questions 
included ‘how much of the show is 
improvised?’, ‘how do you manage not 
to laugh at the funnier parts?’, ‘was the 
work informed by current events in 
Ukraine?.’

The Company ran then two 
concurrent workshops based on 
their style of making theatre, itself 
heavily influenced by the theatre 
practitioner Bertolt Brecht.  Students 
were challenged to use Gestus to 
clearly show positive and negative 
attitudes towards famous living 
people. Students chose, amongst 
others, to explore attitudes towards 
Greta Thunberg and Prince Andrew.  
An important recurring theme of the 
workshop was the power of theatre to 
look at alternative views and opinions. 

At the culmination of this tour, the 
Company’s next project will be a 

collaboration with Shakespeare’s 
Globe.  Midsummer Mechanicals, the 
hilarious new follow-up to the play-
within-a-play from A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream, will premiere in the 
Sam Wanamaker Playhouse this 
summer.

THS would like to send a very large 
thank you to Kerry and Scott and all at 
Splendid Productions for the creative 
inspiration you brought to us; we hope 
to host a return visit at some point in 
the future. 

Mr Coates

British Biology 
Olympiad competition
Year 13 A-level Biology students have been taking part in 
the British Biology Olympiad competition this week.

The aim of the competition is to 
challenge and stimulate students with 
an interest in Biology to expand and 
extend their knowledge.  It enables 
students to demonstrate their talent 
and gives them the opportunity 
to achieve Gold, Silver or Bronze 
certificates from the Royal Society of 
Biology. 

Good luck to Rhys, Hannah, Annabelle 
and Yash!

Mrs Jackson 

Comic Relief
Red Nose Day is back on Friday 18 
March. As in previous years, we will be 
supporting this very worthy cause in 
both the Senior School and Sixth Form.

As usual, the day will be a non-uniform 
day and there will be a minimum 
donation of £2.00 to be out of uniform. 
Pupils in the Senior School will also 
be able to participate in a number 
of fundraising activities throughout 
the day including a bake sale, tuck 
shop, dodgeball competition, penalty 
shootout and sponge the teacher.

We have also partnered with ParentPay 
to offer a straight-forward link to 
donate to Comic Relief.  This is a direct 
donation to the charity and is available 
for parents to use from now until Friday 
1 April.

Miss Stephens
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