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THiS Week
CELEBRATING THE 
100TH NEWSLETTER
THiS Week allows our families to 
keep up to date with the latest THS 
news and events.
It also gives an insight to our wider community on just 
how much our students achieve on a day-to-day basis.  
The newsletter is an excellent way to shine a spotlight 
on our students’ talents, giving them the confidence to 
go on to achieve their full potential.

Thank you to our members of staff who take the time to 
write and share all of the events that we undertake here 
at Teesside High School.  I hope that you enjoy reading 
our 100th edition!

Miss Connor
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WELCOME
I hope that you all had a lovely Easter break 
and are looking forward to the final term of 
the academic year.
I am so excited that this is 
our 100th Edition of THiS 
Week.  I have always thought 
that our school newsletter is 
an amazing way to celebrate 
all of the fantastic activities 
and achievements that we 
accomplish here at THS.  Having 
now published an incredible 100 
editions, it shows the endless 
amounts of opportunities our 
students are able to experience 
each and every day. 

I would like to take the 
opportunity to thank all parents 
and students for your continued 
support throughout inspection 
week.

Today, we say goodbye and good 
luck to our Year 11, Year 12 and 
Year 13 students as they depart 
for study leave.  I hope that you 
spend this time finalising your 
knowledge and preparing your 
notes, but most importantly, I 
hope that you look after yourself 
and have plenty of rest as your 
examinations fast approach.  To 
our Year 11 and 13 students who 
will not be returning after their 
examinations, I would like to say 
it has been a pleasure to watch 
you all grow over the years.  Not 
all of our journeys have been 
plain sailing but sometimes 
life is messy.  I am sorry to see 
you leave but I know that there 
are huge opportunities and 
adventures out there for you 
all.  I wish you the best of luck in 
your examinations!

As we arrive in the final term 
of the academic year, I am 
thoroughly looking forward to 
the many events that we have 

lined up for our school and our 
wider community.  The first 
event in our calendar is the PTA 
Family Quiz Night which will 
take place on Friday 10 June, 
6.00pm - 8.00pm.  Please come 
along and test your knowledge 
as this promises to be a fun-filled 
family night. 

The showstopper event in 
our calendar this summer is 
the Platinum Jubilee Summer 
Fair which will take place on 
Saturday 18 June, 11.00am 
- 3.00pm.  I am very pleased 
that this event has been able to 
make a return after two years 
of absence.  The fair will honour 
the very best of British with 
traditional competitions such 
as a THS Bake Off, a craft-based 
Crown Competition, live music 
and much more!

With Sports Days, leavers events 
and well deserved end of year 
reward trips to look forward to, 
I cannot wait to enjoy the final 
school term with you all.

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head 

Summer term 
captains

Congratulations to the following 
pupils who have been selected as team 
captains for the summer term. 

Rounders:                                                
Year 7 - Poppy Brion, Year 8 - Isabelle 
Grand, Year 9 - Siri Musunuru, Year 10 - 
Megan Leck and U11 - Eshel Haroon.

Athletics:                                                  
Year 7 girls - Martha Shakesheff, Year 
8 girls - Scarlett Stephens, Year 9 girls 
- Lucy Mulcrone, Year 10 girls - Emily 
Hunter, Year 7 boys - John Macafee, Year 
8 boys - Luca Morris, Year 9 boys - Saul 
Bainbridge and Year 10 boys - Kiyan 
Bayat.

Cricket:                                                      
U13 - Zach McCluskey and U14 - Rohan 
Vagadia.

Miss Hopkins

Senior School
Enrichment 

Senior School enrichment was in 
full swing this week as students 
were able to participate in athletics, 
rounders and much more in the 
beautiful sunshine! 

Outdoor co-curricular activities 
allow our students to enjoy 
excellent facilities in fabulous 
surroundings, inspiring them to 
perform at their very best.

This term, we have an array of co-
curricular activities ranging from 
yoga, watersports, British Sign 
Language, martial arts, debating 
club, Japanese club and lots more! 
Co-curricular opportunities 
encourage our students to explore 
their unique interests, broaden 
their horizons and try something 
new.

Miss Connor

A Year of 
George
It has been a year since Mrs 
Mackenzie brought arguably 
our most popular member 
of the THS family to join our 
community.
This is of course our wonderful well-
being dog, George. 

Since joining us, he has brought much 
joy to students across the school, from 
Nursery to Sixth Form and staff. He 
is a regular attender to all our Forest 
School lessons where he loves to join 
in with the activities such as going on 
a bear hunt, Easter egg hunts, playing 
capture the flag, sitting in the dens 
and providing our younger ones with 
entertainment when he jumps over the 
log.  In Prep School, George regularly 
attends Upper Prep Mathematics, 
English and IPC lessons and is often 
spotted dozing next to pupils feet under 
their desk!  Our Lower Prep pupils 
thoroughly enjoy having George come 
visit them during their lessons, often 
stroking him as he walks around the 
classroom.

He has also been invaluable for 
students of all ages in helping those 
who have had a tricky day or have come 
to school feeling worried.  Some pupils 
have taken him for walks and in Prep 
School, they have enjoyed playing with 
him at break time and lunch time with 
Mrs Williams.  In Prep School, George 
is also used as a reward for great work 
or conduct with pupils being given the 

opportunity to play, pet or cuddle him. 
For the newest members of our family 
coming for a Taster Day, he often eases 
their nerves really quickly.  He has also 
become popular with parents and staff 
when he has attended meetings!

In Senior School, a highlight of lunch 
time is going to find George.  It is 
amazing how quickly the news gets 
around that he is out!  Our Senior 
students thoroughly enjoy playing 
fetch with him and giving him cuddles. 
George is also very popular amongst 
our Sixth Form students.  Especially 
when he comes to visit the Common 
Room and helps them to de-stress. 

When we asked our students why they 
loved George, we had some wonderful 
responses:

“I love him because he comes to Forest 
School and he is great company.” - 
Aubrey, Reception

“George makes me feel happy.” - Gia, 
Reception 

“We love George because he is lively, 
fun, energetic and cute, and makes us 
feel happy.” - Year 7 boys 

“I got to teach him new things like paw.” 
- Max, Year 10 

“He makes us happy. He is a very good 
emotional support animal and he 
smiles at you.” - Lily and Phoebe, Sixth 
Form

As you can see, George has had a 
wonderful first year being our THS 
well-being dog and we cannot wait to 
see what he gets up to next!

Miss Hopkins

Foundation
investment

The Easter break saw our Sports Hall 
benefit from a full industrial clean and 
re-line in order to improve our student 
experience of team games and fixtures. 

These improvements were fully funded 
by Foundation donations from parents 
which is regularly collected on school 
fee invoices and is used to improve 
student experiences across the school. 

Many thanks to all parents who 
continue to support us in this way. 

Mrs Mackenzie
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Platinum Jubilee 

assembly 
Pre-Prep children were very excited 

to share their Platinum Jubilee 

assembly with their family and 

friends last Friday. 

They learnt lots of facts about the 

Queen and Buckingham Palace. 

The children performed 

wonderfully and really enjoyed 

sharing their knowledge. 

They were fascinated by the 

number of rooms in Buckingham 

Palace and were amazed to find out 

that there are 78 bathrooms!

Well done!

Mrs Hannah

Squiggle While You Wiggle

Sounds of laughter were heard coming 

from the Prep Hall as Nursery children 

enjoyed playing Squiggle While You 

Wiggle! 

This early writing program 

incorporates dance, music and large 

movements to help our pupils develop 

the fine muscle control they need for 

writing.

Miss Hall

We Are What We Eat
Pre-Prep pupils have been having fun exploring their new 
IPC unit, We Are What We Eat.
The children have been discussing why 
food is important and where our food 
comes from.  

As part of this, they had a tour of the 
school kitchens and would like to thank 
Mr Long and Mr Savoury for showing 
them around and answering all of their 
questions. 

They were amazed to see the walk in 
fridge and they learnt why and how 
different foods were kept in separate 
areas. 

The children had a great time and were 
very interested in the way our food is 
prepared and cared for.

Mrs Hannah

Forest School
Reception pupils absolutely love their 
weekly visit to Forest School! 

Miss Hopkins provides an array of 
opportunities to increase the children’s 
confidence and self esteem through 
exploration, play and carefully planned 
activities. 

This week’s task involved learning 
essential compass skills to navigate 
through the woodland.  They did an 
amazing job!

Mrs Clapton 

When I am 100...
To mark the 100th edition of THiS Week, Nursery children 
have been thinking about the number 100. 
They shared what they hope they will 
be doing and what they might look like 
when they are 100 years old, which in 
the words of Nursery children is “very, 
very old”.  The children have been 
working hard at home to produce some 
fantastic portraits of themselves in the 
future and sharing their thoughts with 
their friends.

Here are a few of their words:

“When I am 100, I will have robotic 
trousers to help me walk.  I will have a 
pet giraffe but I don’t know his name 
yet, maybe I will choose a name when 
I am 100.  I will be a Daddy.  Ivy will be 
99 and I will be 100 because Ivy is 3 
now and I am 4.” - Raffie

“When I am 100 years old, I want to 
have green hair because I want to be 
like a dinosaur.  I will colour in all 

day and will be really busy.  I will be a 
mummy and have a little boy who I will 
call Stanley.” - Ivy

“When I am 100, I will stay up late 
at night.  I will tidy up for my little 
children.  I am going to have 100 
children so I will be busy.  My hair will 
be white.” - Leena

“When I am 100 years old, I will cook 
dinner.  I will cook vegetable soup, that 
is yummy!  I will have a job and do lots 
of work.  I will be a mummy and have a 
baby girl.” - Harriet

“When I am 100 years old, I will be the 
Queen and sit in a throne and live in a 
palace.  I will wear a crown and high 
heels because the Queen wears high 
heels.” - Amelia 

Miss Hall
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Bushcraft Club
Monday saw Bushcraft Club restart 
for the summer term with some 
new faces.  

Lola, Sienna, William and Grayson 
who have attended Bushcraft Club 
every term thoroughly enjoyed 
explaining and showing the new 
pupils their favourite things to do.  

They explained where they are 
allowed to go for the competitive 
games of hide and seek including 
where the best hiding places were. 

They then showed them which 
trees are the best trees to climb and 
made some excellent mud delights 
in the mud kitchen! 

Highlights of the session were 
finding some minibeasts and 
playing fetch with George along the 
way.

Miss Hopkins WOW words

Forest School
Upper Prep 1 pupils were delighted to 
be back in the woods for their second 
half term. 

With torrential rain it only seemed 
right that the children built dens to 
keep themselves dry. 

They made some fantastic progress and 
left them to see how they fared with the 
weather until the next time they were 
in the Forest School. 

Miss Hopkins

Deforestation debate
In the first two weeks of summer term, Year 4 pupils 
worked hard to plan and stage a debate. 

They then used the arguments they 

had gathered to write a persuasive 

piece of writing either for or against 

deforestation.

They worked incredibly hard and I am 

proud of all of the written and verbal 

work that was produced.

Here is Sidney’s persuasive piece.  He 

had to work extremely hard as he does 

not agree with the argument he was 

chosen to present!

Deforestation is good:

Deforestation is when people cut down 

trees for supplies and land to make 

homes and factories, along with many 

other things we use in our daily lives.

Deforestation provides jobs for people 

who are cutting down trees for an 

income.  In addition, manufacturing 

industries use the materials from the 

trees to make furniture products such as 

tables, chairs and sofas.  The products 

get sold to generate more money.

Deforestation creates space, land for 

agriculture and crops which provides 

food for humans.  It also creates 

buildings and living spaces for us all.  It 

provides food for animals which farms 

need to keep their jobs and they also 

need crops to keep their jobs.  Farms 

provides chocolate so if you want 

chocolate you want deforestation so 

deforestation is good!

Deforestation provides fuel.  It also 

provides man power for ourselves and 

power is used for a lot more things than 

you think.

In conclusion, deforestation is amazing 

because it provides us supplies and land 

which we all need to survive.

Sidney, Year 4

Miss Lockerbie

Enterprise Challenge
During our STEM Week activities, we launched a Grow a £2 
Enterprise Challenge for our Prep pupils.

The children were challenged to grow 
their money by investing their £2 into 
buying materials so that they could 
then sell a product or service to make 
a profit.  We discussed the idea of re-
investing some of the profits to see if 
their money could grow even further.

Pre-Prep pupils adopted a pom pom 
pets challenge and were encouraged to 
buy wool, pom poms and googly eyes 
and then sell their little pets to friends 
and family.  Some of the children were 
extremely creative, turning their pom 
pom pets into keyrings and bookmarks.

The children in Prep were given the 
freedom to choose their own project, 
which some children chose to complete 
individually whilst others worked 
collaboratively with their friends.

Since the Easter break, we have seen 
a steady stream of money coming into 
school and we have been amazed at the 
children’s creativity and efforts to raise 
money for those people who are less 
fortunate than themselves.  There has 
been a whole host of different ways to 
raise money from raffles to bake sales, 

to selling bird feeders and washing cars.

I am delighted to announce that 
our Prep children have raised a 
phenomenal £1,895.66!  I am absolutely 
thrilled that our small, seemingly 
insignificant £2 coins have grown 
to such a wonderful total.  It is clear 
to see that we have some future 
entrepreneurs in our midst.

Once we have collected the last few 
contributions, we will be sending 
this money to support the people of 
Ukraine, who I am sure will very much 
appreciate our efforts to support them 
at this difficult time.

Many thanks to all of the parents 
and families who have supported the 
children with this enterprise challenge.  
We hope that you had some fun, too!

Pictured are some of the children who 
raised the highest totals, however, 
a huge congratulations to all of the 
children who took part.  

We are very proud of you all!

Mrs Kennedy
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Food and  

Nutrition lessons
Year 11 Food and Nutrition 

students have been revising a 

number of topics in a jam making 

session. 

They made delicious batches of 

jam whilst recalling knowledge on 

seasonality, nutrients, additives, 

processing and food spoilage. 

Whilst Year 8 Food and Nutrition 

students have been creating one of 

their favourite dishes, parmesan 

chicken nuggets! 

This continued their theory work 

on the safe preparation of meat.

Miss Storey

Big Platinum Jubilee Singing assembly
On Friday 6 May students from 7H 

Music attended the Big Platinum 

Jubilee Singing assembly via Zoom 

along with many other schools 

throughout the United Kingdom.  

In this online assembly, we were 

taught how to sing the Platinum 

Jubilee song which was written by 

Emily Barton.  Emily along with James 

Manwaring of the Windsor Learning 

Partnership, engaged with us through 

warm-ups and taught us the song 

step-by-step preparing for the big 

celebration. 

Despite us only being a small class, we 

had enough energy and excitement to 

fill a concert hall! 

Mr Wing

Maths Feast
Emmeline, Neve, Dylan and Joseph 
competed in the Maths Feast at 
Teesside University on Wednesday 30 
March.

This is a team challenge run by the 
Advanced Mathematics Support 
Programme.  It is a fun educational 
challenge for Year 10 students which 
tests problem-solving and teamwork 
skills.  Teams of four students tested 
their mathematics skills with the all-
you-can-eat feast of problems. 

Our team worked really well together 
on some particularly challenging 
mathematics problems and completed 
the afternoon in 8th place out of 20 
teams.  Well done!

Mrs Robinson

London visit 2022
One of the joys of this academic year has been the return 
back to ‘normal’, therefore it was with great excitement 
that we headed to London with 45 of our Year 9 and 10 
students.
Even an early morning start couldn’t 
dampen their spirits for what was to 
be a jam-packed 24 hours in the ‘Big 
Smoke’.

Our first destination was Camden 
Locks and Market, students were given 
some free time to explore this truly 
unique place.  Vintage garments were 
purchased, street food was consumed 
and, thankfully, the sun shone.

Next stop was dinner on The Strand, 
followed by a short walk to the Apollo 
Victoria Theatre to watch Wicked, and 
what a show it was!  This longstanding 
West End show is popular for good 
reason!  The set, songs and story are 
truly captivating.  A short coach ride 
to our hotel, involving a sing-song of 
our favourite numbers from the show, 
proved a perfect end to our first day.

Day two began with a very speedy 
guided tour by Mr Atkinson, navigating 
us through the city to our destination: 
The Globe Theatre.  Here we were 
taken on a tour by one of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company’s resident actors 
who then completed a workshop with 
our students on their GCSE set text, 
Macbeth.  The workshop enabled our 

students to engage with the text as 
a performance piece and also think 
carefully about Shakespeare’s use of 
language. 

Our final destination was Covent 
Garden, a chance for some to ‘hit 
the shops’ and others to soak up the 
wonderful atmosphere and watch the 
street performers. 

We arrived home with tired feet but 
great memories.  Our students were, 
as always, a pleasure to spend time 
with and excellent ambassadors for our 
school.

Mrs Reid

House Drama 
Competition
On Thursday 28 April, our three Houses battled it out in 
front of our Senior School to see who would walk away 
with the House Drama Competition winning title.
The format was a ‘Theatresports’ 
event in which the teams were asked 
to improvise and think on their feet - 
similar to Whose Line Is It Anyway if 
you are old enough to remember the 
programme. 

The judges were led by Ms Jackson, our 
Speech and Drama teacher.  She was 
supported by Mrs Mackenzie and Stella 
in Year 13.  They were looking for team 
work, creativity and entertainment and 
our students showed each of these in 
abundance. 

Each House team featured one student 
from Years 7 to 10, captained by a Year 
10 student.  Our captains were Henry 
for Cleveland, Macey for Victoria and 
Joe for Woodside.  We began with a one 
minute round in which the teams had to 
advertise hypothetical products; stripey 
paint, a flying car and a chocolate 
detector. 

A later round involved half of each 

team speaking ‘gibberish’ with the rest 
of the team ‘translating’.  ‘How good is 
Harry Styles’ latest single As It Was?’ 
The titles for this round were ‘Queen 
Victoria really was an amazing Queen’, 
‘Will David Attenborough actually save 
the planet?’ and ‘Harry Styles should be 
Prime Minister’.

We then reached the elimination 
stage and were sad to see Cleveland 
miss out for the final.  The final round 
challenged our players to make creative 
use of a very random set of props.  
After some consultation, our judges 
declared Victoria House as the winners 
- Congratulations!  However, perhaps, 
the real winner was Drama itself as 
our teams certainly worked very hard 
to keep our audience fully entertained 
across the event.

Until next year...

Mr Coates

Goodbye and good luck
As the summer examinations are fast 
approaching it is at this time of year 
that we say goodbye and good luck to 
many students studying Business or 
Economics.  From Year 11 we would 
like to give a special mention to Ava 
Barber and Lily Jones who have shown 

excellent dedication to the subject 
and who have worked consistently 
hard over the past two years.  Good 
luck to all of our students in their final 
examinations.

Mrs Boothroyd
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Meet our new

Deputy Head Girl

Hello!  My name is Kaavya and I am 

Deputy Head Girl for the academic 

year of 2022-2023.  

A lot of you might not know me 

because I only joined Teesside High 

this school year (in the Sixth Form).  

I am currently studying Biology, 

Chemistry, Maths, Economics and 

EPQ.  

I hope you will all come to me with 

any problems you have and I look 

forward to helping out!

Kaavya, Year 12

Congratulations, Miss Hockney!
Huge congratulations to Miss Hockney 

and her partner Tom on the safe arrival 

of their beautiful baby girl, Thea Grace 

Marrs, born on Wednesday 11 May 

weighing 7lb 4oz.

We all wish you many happy and fun 

filled times ahead, you deserve it!  

Have a wonderful maternity leave and 

come visit us very soon.

Miss Connor

Commonwealth Games soundtrack
Alexander in Year 13 has been using 
Syncr for a few months now, which is 
a booking agency that brings together 
new artists and content creators to 
create the right soundtrack for the 
biggest films, TV series, video games, 
and advertising campaigns.  

He has been able to get previous songs 

on Spotify playlists and then spotted 
an opportunity to compose something 
for the Commonwealth Games 2022.  
The music they were searching for 
had to include brass-like sounds and a 
strong, energetic beat, so he submitted 
his original song Night n Day, and has 
received an email from the agency 
confirming that it has been shortlisted 

for the Commonwealth Games 2022!  

There are dozens of tracks that have 
been nominated, so we are waiting 
anxiously for the results.  

Congratulations on getting this far and 
the best of luck!

Mrs Shevels

Meet our new 
Head Girl

My name is Emilie and I have been 
selected as your Head Girl for the 
academic year 2022-2023. This is 
something I am extremely excited about 
as I have a range of ideas I cannot wait 
to put forward.  I have been at Teesside 
High for 10 years and I currently study 
Business, Sport, Biology and Health 
and Social Care.  In the future I hope 
to pursue a career in Physiotherapy 
and have my own practice.  I am also 
currently active in the role of Business 
Studies prefect which allows me to 
showcase my passion for business 
and all it entails.  Outside of school my 
life is fulfilled with activities such as 
my horses/showjumping in which I 
compete nationally, my own business 
(WH Hot Tub Hire), and involvement in 
my family business.

I am an outgoing, friendly, 
approachable person who I feel could 
talk to and advise younger students.  I 
am looking forward to spreading my 
enthusiasm throughout the school in 
the forthcoming academic year.

Emilie, Year 12

Introducing our new 
Games Captain
Hi, my name is Maia and I am Games Captain for the 
academic year of 2022-2023.

I have been at Teesside High for 15 

years and I am currently in Year 

12 studying Biology, Sport Studies, 

Mathematics and Business Studies. 

Sport has always been important in my 

life with Netball being my main sport.  I 

have been playing Netball since I was 6 

years old for Grangetown Netball Club. 

I have represented the club in every age 

group during the last 11 years and have 

had many successes, including the U14s 

National Competition, where we placed 

7th in the country.  

Following this I have been to another 

three Nationals and now this year 

I have made my debut with the 

Grangetown Prem squad travelling 

up and down the country playing and 

gaining great experience against senior 

players, including some of the netball 

super league players. 

I am also currently part of Leeds Rhinos 

U17 squad, where we have just won 

the NPL competition, making us one 

of the top U17 franchise squads in the 

country.  I am also training with the 

Leeds Rhinos U21s squad.  

At Teesside High I have enjoyed 

representing the school in a variety 

of sports and I am eager to spread my 

enthusiasm throughout the school and 

encourage as many pupils as possible 

to get involved.  I am looking  forward 

to starting my new position in the new 

school year and supporting others to 

enjoy sport as much as I do.

Maia, Year 12

Tea-Time Concert
The summer term Tea-Time Concert was a double 
whammy of musical talent with children as young as Year 2 
performing alongside our Year 13 students. 
Year 6 pupil Rosie started us off and 
played a new piece on the piano, 
followed by Jola and Ralph playing 
their violins together.  Esther and 
Florence also played piano pieces 
before Rosie showed her skills on 
a second instrument and played a 
Grade 2 piece on guitar.  Nick in Year 
12 performed a more advanced piano 
solo with a distinctly jazzy feel before 
we heard our new violinists in the 
Lower Prep class.  They demonstrated 
their developing skills with us using 
the bow and playing pizzicato on open 
strings; their confidence and posture 
was delightful throughout.  Our final 
Prep School soloist was Gideon who 
played his cello and even included some 
percussive elements using the body of 

the instrument as a drum.

Our new Senior strings group then 
performed the most appropriate piece 
for a concert on the Wednesday 4 May 
- the very famous Star Wars theme!  
This new group features string players 
across the Senior School and they made 
a wonderful sound playing complex 
individual parts.

It was then the turn of our Year 
13 students to share with us their 
compositions and recital performances 
as their final evidence towards their 
BTEC Level 3 Extended Certificate 
in Music performance.  Alex talked 
us through his composing process 
and played his final piece to us, while 
Laura performed three pieces on 
the saxophone.  Millie and Shanice 
both sang solo recitals and finished 
the evening off with commanding 
stage presence - the audience were 
spellbound.

A truly lovely way for our youngest 
musicians to be inspired by our more 
experienced performers.  Well done to 
everyone who contributed bravely to 
this lovely evening.

Mrs Shevels
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