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THiS Week
EDINBURGH TRIP 
Last week our Year 5 and 6 pupils headed north for a four day residential 
trip to Edinburgh!
Our trip commenced with a visit to the National 
Museum of Scotland, where the children were able 
to explore a range of exhibits.  We particularly took 
note of the space exhibition as this supports our 
curriculum learning, and the children enjoyed looking 
at the animals that were on display.  Following a trip to 
Nando’s to refuel, the children enjoyed a Harry Potter 
tour around Edinburgh’s old town, learning about 
some of the places that inspired J.K. Rowling when she 
wrote her books.

On day two, following a lovely walk through a 
local park, we arrived at Dynamic Earth.  Our visit 
started with a space workshop which saw the 
children complete a carousel of activities.  Some 
of which included considering the importance of 
communication, a tour around the inside of the 
International Space Station and identifying space junk 
that orbits the Earth.  Following the workshop, we 
visited their state of the art planetarium to learn more 
about the planets and their moons.  We also learnt 
how rovers and satellites have captured footage of the 
gas giants. 

Following our visit to Dynamic Earth, we headed 
up to explore Edinburgh Castle as well as taking in 
some of the spectacular views from the top.  After a 
trip to Byron Burger, the children entered into some 
competitive games at Lane 7 bowling alley.  The 
children were definitely ready for bed that evening 
having walked 11km around the city!

Day three took us to Edinburgh Zoo which was an 
eagerly anticipated part of our trip.  The children were 
able to see all of the animals and learn more about 
their diets and habitats.  The giant pandas were a 
particular favourite part of the day!  In the evening, 
the children enjoyed a meal at Pizza Express before 
heading to the cinema.

Our final day took us to Camera Obscura where the 
children were mesmerised by the range of optical 
illusions.  They had lots of fun exploring all of the 
practical activities and the vortex and mirror maze at 
the end were somewhat of a highlight.  After a quick 
lunch, we headed back to school, exhausted but having 
enjoyed an action packed few days away. 

Here are some of the children’s comments about the 
trip:

“I really enjoyed the planetarium at Dynamic Earth 
because I was able to see how big the gas giants and 
the other planets in our solar system are.” - Flo

“I liked Camera Obscura because we were able to see 
all the cool illusions and use the cameras to look at the 
city to see what was happening.  I also liked the zoo 
because we saw red pandas and a cute sleeping giant 
panda!” - Grayson

See page 7 for more Edinburgh photo highlights!

Mrs Kennedy
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WELCOME
As we head into the remaining half term of 
the school year, I am looking forward to what 
promises to be a busy few weeks. 
Firstly, I would like to say a huge 
well done to all of our pupils 
who have spent the past couple 
of weeks completing their GCSE 
and A-level examinations.  Whilst 
there are still a few remaining, 
you are now on the homestretch, 
so keep up the hard work.  I hope 
you are going into the half term 
feeling confident that you will be 
proud of your final results. 

It is great to see that our 
Early Years pupils have been 
learning all about the Queen 
and celebrating the Platinum 
Jubilee by designing beautiful 
crowns, drawing portraits of the 
Queen and making afternoon 
tea in Forest School.  I am really 
looking forward to celebrating 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
myself next week!

Last week, our Year 5 and Year 6 
pupils returned from a cultural 
trip to Edinburgh.  I loved seeing 
photos of them enjoying their 
time at Dynamic Earth, the 
National Museum of Scotland, 
Camera Obscura, Edinburgh Zoo 
and many more amazing places.  
I hope they will cherish their 
memories and their time spent 
together in such an incredible 
city. 

Our events calendar is jam-
packed with exciting activities to 
look forward to over the next few 
weeks.  We have reward trips 
to Flamingo Land, Sports Days 
and our Year 6 Transition Day to 
name a few. 

Our PTA Family Quiz Night is 
just around the corner so if you 
still have not got your tickets for 

Friday 10 June, they are available 
now on ParentPay.  I am studying 
in preparation for what I am sure 
will be a fantastic evening. 

Next up, we have our Platinum 
Jubilee Summer Fair on Saturday 
18 June.  This event is open to 
everybody, so be sure to tell 
your friends, family, neighbours 
and colleagues that they are all 
welcome.  We have a fun-filled 
day of fairground attractions, live 
music and much more planned 
and we can not wait to welcome 
you all.

If you would like to support 
our Summer Fair, we are still 
looking for donations to our 
raffle that will be drawn on the 
day.  We already have some 
fantastic contributions from 
friends and family of the school.  
If you would like to contribute 
a prize, please drop it off at our 
Main Reception or email info@
teessidehigh.co.uk. 

Wishing you all a wonderful half 
term break and a wonderful 
Jubilee weekend. 

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U11 Girls’ Rounders
vs Red House School

Our U11 Girls’ Rounders team secured 
a fantastic victory against Red House 
School in their first game of the season!

The girls progressed throughout the 
afternoon and showed some real 
potential.

Roxie bowled well and our captain, 
Eshel, used her knowledge of the rules 
to direct play when fielding.  Flo and 
Evie scored some amazing rounders!

Well done to all involved, it was a great 
afternoon.

Miss Turnbull

Bronze Duke of 

Edinburgh 

Expedition
Last weekend saw the first of 

two weekend expeditions for the 

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award.

Groups A, B and C took to the 

Cleveland Hills and showed great 

navigational skills to complete their 

routes to the campsite in Kildale. 

On day two, they woke up bright 

and early and with the weather 

being kind, they finished in good 

spirits! 

Well done to Emily, Elisa, Ben, 

David, Christopher, Georgia, Megan, 

Ava, Tilly, Charlotte, Neve, Macey, 

Kiyan, Matty, Rajpal, Max, Fraser 

and Oscar who all successfully 

completed their expedition and are 

now working to sign off their Skill, 

Physical and Volunteering sections.

Miss Hopkins

District Athletics 
Championships
A hugely successful day for THS at the District Athletics 
Championships, with 13 schools in the area competing.
It was lovely to be back at the track 
after nearly three years.  Pupils were a 
credit to the school and gave their all in 
each of their events.  This contributed 
to some excellent individual and team 
results. 

Stand out performances came from 
Martha in Year 7 winning both of her 
events (800m and the high jump) and 
from Kiyan comfortably winning the 
1500m with a time of 4 minutes 35 
seconds!

Saul in Year 9 was outstanding, winning 
both the 100m and 200m.  Definitely an 
athlete to watch out for in the future! 

The Intermediate Girls were the team 

of the day, with all girls placing top 
three in every event!  Here are their 
results: Isobel - 1st, 1500m and 3rd, 
100m, Megan - 2nd, 300m and 2nd, 
200m, Layla - 2nd, 800m and 1st, shot 
put, Emily J - 1st, discus, Emily F - 1st, 
javelin, Emily H - 1st, high jump and 
2nd, long jump.  An unbelievable set of 
results which placed them 1st in the 
Intermediate Girls Competition

The Preliminary Girls captained by 
Martha were 3rd in their section, and 
overall the girls finished 2nd.  After an 
excellent day all round, we were 3rd out 
of 13 schools in the overall girls/boys 
competition!

Miss Turnbull

Daisy chains
With a focus on mental health, Early 
Years children surrounded themselves 
with daisies in their Forest School 
session.  The children made some 
amazing daisy chains to decorate the 
Forest School bridge!

Mrs Clapton
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Princess Mellor

In Nursery this week, pupils have 

enjoyed lots of princess activities 

after sharing the story of Cinderella.  

The children have made beautiful 

princess crowns using repeating 

shape patterns and have also 

written their own princess story.  

The children were inspired to write 

the story about Mrs Mellor after she 

visited Nursery to read for them. 

In the eyes of the Nursery children, 

Mrs Mellor is now most definitely 

Princess Mellor!

Miss Hall

Jubilee Celebrations
The Early Years Department have been busy learning all 
about the forthcoming Platinum Jubilee Celebrations!
Nursery children designed some 
beautiful crowns and drew fantastic 
portraits of the Queen.  They also had 
fun learning about London and have 
been engaged in some imaginative 
small world play using London’s 
landmarks!

Reception pupils wrote to the Queen to 
ask if they could look after the Queen’s 
Crown Jewels which they were very 
excited to receive!

Whilst Pre-Prep children enjoyed 
feeling royal wearing Mrs McCullagh’s 
royal ceremonial dress collection!  A 
huge thank you to Mrs McCullagh for 
knitting such an amazing crown, we 
loved it!

They are now looking forward to 
celebrating at our Platinum Jubilee 
Summer Fair on Saturday 18 June.

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton

Forest School

Reception pupils had fun creating a 

natural afternoon tea for the Queen at 

our mud kitchen in Forest School.

The children used pots, pans and plants  

to make a wonderful meal.

We are sure that the Queen will enjoy 

our afternoon tea selection with a 

beautiful aroma of wild garlic!

Mrs Clapton

Popcorn popping
Nursery would like to say a very big 

thank you to Miss Storey who hosted a 

special lesson as part of their phonics 

work.  

The children have been learning about 

the letter ‘P’ which in Nursery is all 

about ‘popcorn popping p, p, p’.  

The children were fascinated watching 

the popcorn pop and enjoyed their 

tasty treat.  

We are so lucky here at THS, that we 

have such wonderful facilities that the 

whole school can utilise.

Miss Hall

Mental Health 
Awareness Week
Nursery and Pre-Prep children have been thinking about 
how they can look after their mental health and make other 
people feel happy. 
Nursery pupils have been making some 
wonderful decorations to take home 
for their families.  They have written 
a personal message to make their 
families smile.  Lovely work, Nursery!

Pre-Prep children shared the activities 

that they do to make them feel calm, 
relaxed and joyful. 

They also discussed why it is important 
to take care of our physical health as 
well as our mental health. 

Miss Hall and Mrs Hannah

Nursery PE
In Nursery, preparations are in full 
swing for Sports Day!

Miss Hall
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Mental Health
In Upper Prep 1 this week, pupils 

were thinking about mental health.  

To do this, the children participated 

in an appreciation circle, each 

of them taking a turn to give a 

compliment or say something that 

they admired or appreciated about 

one of their peers.  

Following this, the children thought 

about how it felt to have heard nice 

things said about them and how 

often little things make the biggest 

difference.  

They also talked about how 

compliments can really make 

people’s day and act as a way to 

positively reinforce mental health.

Mrs Kennedy

Upper Prep Geologists
In Upper Prep 1 this week, the children have taken on the 
role of geologists!
They have been considering the 
importance of studying rocks on Earth 
as a means of finding out about the 
Moon and different planets in our solar 
system.

The children have learned about the 
three different types of rocks and how 
they are formed.  

They then started the process of 

making careful observations so that 
they can group and classify them 
according to their properties.  

They are now beginning to understand 
how this knowledge of rocks can be 
used to work out the origins of rocks 
that occur in space.

Mrs Kennedy Edinburgh highlights!

Space Explorers
Upper Prep 1 pupils have started their technology task as 
part of their IPC unit, Space Explorers.
Over the course of the next few weeks 
pupils will be building their own 
cardboard Mars rover.  

In this challenge, pupils will build 
their own rubber-band-powered rover 
that can scramble across the room. 

They will build their rover out of 
cardboard, figure out how to use rubber 
bands to spin the wheels, and use the 
engineering design process to improve 
their rover based on testing results.

Mr Griffiths

Forest School
On Wednesday,  Upper Prep 1 pupils 
attended their last Forest School 
session of the year. 

The children used this time to gain their 
independence exploring the woodland 
in pairs.

They finished off  the session with an 
obligatory game of hide and seek!

Miss Hopkins

Chocolate making
Lower Prep pupils made a start to 

making their own chocolates this week.

They very much enjoyed choosing 

the type of chocolate, flavouring and 

additives, as well as shape for their very 

own chocolate designs.  

The children can’t wait to try their 

sweet treats!

Miss Lockerbie 
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Scrapbook making
Year 7 and 8 students are enjoying 

their scrapbook making enrichment 

which takes place on a Friday 

afternoon.  This helps them to begin 

their weekend of relaxation. 

The scrapbooks include their 

favourite memories from 2021/22, 

goals that they have set and 

achieved, hobbies, holidays and 

goals they have set for next year. 

We are hoping to put the 

scrapbooks in a time capsule on 

school grounds and retrieve them 

when our Year 7 and 8 students 

reach Year 11. 

As you can see the students are 

really enjoying themselves!

Mrs McKenna

Dr Louise Powell
It is always exciting to hear how our alumni are getting on, 

and this week we heard from former student, Dr Louise 

Powell.

Louise is a working-class writer and 

director from Middlesbrough who 

creates work for theatre, film, audio 

and prose.  Her first full-length play, Fit 

for Work (2019), debuted at the Tristan 

Bates Theatre, Covent Garden, then 

toured to Durham Assembly Rooms and 

the Chapel Playhouse. 

Louise has also had shorter pieces 

performed at Bolton Octagon and 

Darlington Hippodrome Theatres. 

Louise has a PhD in English and has 

written, produced and directed films. 

She is now preparing her first novel for 

publication and is a BBC New Creative, 

with an audio drama, The Pitmen 

Flappers, awaiting broadcast on BBC 

Radio 4 Extra in June 2022.

We look forward to welcoming Dr 

Powell to THS for workshops and a Tea-

Time Talk in the Autumn term!

Mrs Shevels

Year 10 Business
A huge congratulations to George 
Danson in Year 10 for his outstanding 
performance in the Year 10 Business 
examination, achieving a Grade 9!

George has worked incredibly hard all 
year and consistently demonstrates 
excellent subject knowledge which 
he is able to apply accurately and 
consistently to different case studies.  

The level of detail in his work is to be 
commended and shows a very mature 
and comprehensive understanding of 
Business.  

His Year 10 examination result is 
thoroughly deserved and his paper was 
a joy to mark!

Mrs Boothroyd

Drama set configurations
In January, Year 10 Drama students 
performed a site specific version of 
extracts from their set text of DNA by 
Dennis Kelly in our Forest School. 

More recently, they have made set 
designs to understand how the play 
can be performed on a variety of stage 
configurations. 

Designing for a proscenium arch, 

thrust and theatre in the round stage 
led to a number of challenges.  Some 
of the group explained the process 
and how it supported their learning;

“Making a set model helped me 
because it made me think in depth 
about the stage configurations and to 
apply my knowledge of the play”

“It helped me visualise what the play 

could be like on a specific stage rather 
than in the site specific version that 
we performed”

“This work pushed me to apply my 
knowledge of theatre and the play in 
order to design and make my model”

Great work, Year 10 - very well done!

Mr Coates

Platinum Jubilee 
Pageant
On Sunday 5 June 2022, the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Pageant will take place in London.

River of Hope forms a central part 
of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
celebrations and through this 
programme young people have been 
encouraged to think about the future of 
the environment. 

Two hundred pieces of art have been 
printed onto silk flags which will be 
carried during the procession, including 
our own Teesside High School flag!  

The flag design was created by our Year 
9 and 10 Art students in conjunction 
with BloomInArt. 

The live event will be broadcasted on 

the BBC from 2.30pm until 5.00pm, so 
make sure to watch if you would like to 
see their work as part of this historic 
event!

Mrs Machan

Anthology of
poems

Over the past half term, Year 7 students 
have been learning about poems in 
English.  Whilst focusing on analysing 
meaning, vocabulary and structure, 
they have also been composing their 
own poems. 

They created their own anthologies 
by using kennings, onomatopoeias, 
limericks, alliteration, sibilance, 
acrostic and nonsense poetry!

Mrs Drew
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Creative Arts

Evening is

Coming!
Students in Years 7, 8 and 10 are 

collaborating on a performance of 

chair duets based on the methods 

of the brilliant theatre company, 

Frantic Assembly. 

They have been creating strings of 

movement and exploring how to 

bring these together. 

We look forward to sharing the 

results of the experiments as part 

of the Creative Arts Evening.

Mr Coates

Student spotlight
Our students showcase fantastic achievements both in and 
outside of school on a day-to-day basis.
This week, we are very proud of 
students from Prep to Senior School 
who have shared with us what they 
have been achieving outside of school. 

Aiden in Year 7 achieved a Merit in his 
Grade 3 London College of Music vocal 
examination!

Pre-Prep children were very impressed 
with Jack’s football medal.  He played 
in many matches over the weekend 
and received a medal for his amazing 
football skills.

Esme in Year 9 completed her first 
flight with the Royal Air Force Air 
Cadets last week.

Roxie in Year 6 and the Boro Rangers 
U11 Blues Girls made history as the 
first girls team to ever make it to the 
cup final in the RFYL Boys league.

So many outstanding accomplishments, 
keep up the great work!

Miss Connor

Trestle Masks
Year 8 Drama students have been 

learning about the UK theatre company, 

Trestle. 

Trestle are known for their mask 

creations and named themselves after 

the tables they use to tour their work. 

Our students have been making and 

performing in some brilliant masks of 

their own!

Mr Coates

Farewell Year 13!

It is always hard to say farewell to our 

Sixth Form Year 13 students, but in 

the Biology Department, an exchange 

of plants means that we all have a 

little something to remember each 

other by.

With thanks to the incredible Year 13 

Biology students, we wish them well 

in their upcoming examinations and 

the very best of luck for the future!

Mrs Kirk

Artist of the Month
We are delighted to announce that the Artist of the Month 

for May is Holly Smith in 

Year 10!

Holly’s work was created as part of a 

distorted portrait project and features 

Stella in Year 13 as we have never seen 

her before! 

Stella posed for the distorted portrait 

before being recreated in Holly’s choice 

of media.  

A fabulous piece of work, well done, 

Holly!

Mrs Machan

Former student 
success

Huge congratulations to former 
student Gregor who last week was 
presented with his Gold DofE Award at 
Buckingham Palace.  

Gregor completed all three awards 
in his time at Teesside High School 
and we are delighted for him and his 
achievements.  

Former student Grace Breckon was also 
presented the award at the same event.  

Well done to both of you!

Miss Stephens
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