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THiS Week
WE ARE EXCELLENT! 
- AWARDED BY ISI
Teesside High School is delighted to have been awarded the highest 
possible grade in all areas during a recent inspection by the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate (ISI).
The inspectors evaluated the school based on its 
educational quality focusing on the achievements 
of the pupils as well as their academic and personal 
development.

The inspectors spent four days reviewing all aspects 
of the school, including lesson delivery, extracurricular 
programmes, catering provisions and school facilities 
across the Nursery, Prep School, Senior School and 
Sixth Form.  ISI awarded ‘excellent’ in all areas with 
the report highlighting pupils’ high rate of progress 
and excellent attitudes to learning.

Mrs Mackenzie, Head, said: “I am delighted that this 
rating reflects the hard work and dedication of our 
staff and pupils.  The exceptional educational provision 
provided by our staff is evident across all areas.”

The report not only commended the excellent 
academic achievements of pupils but also highlighted 
the success of pupil achievements outside of the 
curriculum with many pupils receiving local, regional 
and national successes in sporting, musical, artistic 
and cultural arenas.

Inspectors also commented on pupils’ displaying a 
‘strong social conscience and excellent awareness of 
their social responsibilities to others and the outside 
world’ with pupils contributing to society through 
a broad range of clubs, activities and charitable 
fundraising such as the £2 STEM Week enterprise 
challenge in the Prep School.

Mrs Mackenzie continued: “The report not only 
highlights our excellent examination results and pupil 

progress but it also captures the essence of our school 
community.  Teesside High School is an inclusive, 
warm and welcoming environment and I am thrilled 
that our ethos is so clearly demonstrated by our 
pupils, our parents, our staff and our governors.

“Teesside High School is proud to provide an 
environment in which students can achieve their full 
academic and personal potential in all areas.  This 
latest report from ISI just demonstrates our excellent 
reputation and continued record of high achievement.”

Miss Whitehead 
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WELCOME
Our summer term activities are in full swing 
and there are a lot more to come as we 
approach the end of the academic year!
Firstly, I would like to say a huge 
welcome back to our Year 12 
students who have just returned 
from study leave.  I am sure you 
have all used your time away 
from school wisely and we will 
see the results of your hard 
work within the next couple of 
months.  It is lovely to have you 
all back around school. 

If you missed our good 
news, we are thrilled to be 
celebrating an ‘excellent’ 
rating from the Independent 
Schools Inspectorate (ISI).  I am 
delighted that the hard work and 
dedication of our incredible staff 
and students is being recognised 
and although it is no surprise to 
us, it is always nice to have this 
confirmed by outside agencies 
who have visited many schools 
as part of the inspection process.  
I would like to take this time 
to thank you all again for your 
continued support over the 
years.  If you have yet to read the 
full report, I highly recommend 
taking a look over on our 
website.  It really does make for a 
wonderful read. 

We had a very busy week last 
week!  Our Prep School pupils 
got the chance to experience a 
day in the year above.  They had 
a great time making new friends 
in class and meeting their new 
teachers.

We also welcomed all the new 
students who will be joining us 
in September.  From Nursery 
to Year 7, we were thrilled to 
see so many new faces enjoying 
their first taste of Teesside High 
School.  A huge thank you to 

all of our current students who 
assisted on the day. 

Last Friday, parents and 
grandparents joined us in our 
Prep School for an exciting 
Father’s Day assembly from our 
Early Years Department.  They 
sang their songs fantastically and 
told us all about why they loved 
their father’s.  We definitely had 
a few teary eyes in the audience. 

I was delighted to see so many of 
our pupils, families and friends 
at our Platinum Jubilee Summer 
Fair!  It was a wonderful day 
celebrating the Platinum Jubilee 
and I hope you all enjoyed it as 
much as I did.  

When we host large events like 
this it makes me so grateful to be 
a part of such an amazing family 
community.  The day was filled 
with fun, laughter and our THS 
community spirit!

Head to page 10 to see some of 
our photo highlights from the 
day. 

Have a fantastic week!

Mrs K Mackenzie, Head

U13 Girls’ Rounders
vs Conyers School

Our U13 girls took to the field for their 
first Rounders game of the season 
against Conyers School. 

The girls played really well with an 
overall win of 15.5-12.5!  Well done to 
Player of the Match, Grace. 

A great start to the season and they will 
later represent Stockton in the Tees 
Valley Final!

Miss Stephens 
Year 7 Transition 
Day 

We were delighted to welcome 
some very energetic and creative 
Year 6 pupils to our Senior Drama 
Club as part of their Year 7 
Transition Day last week. 

Year 10 students led them through 
some of their favourite games such 
as Egg in Egg Cup, Slow Motion 
Olympics and the classic Splat. 

It was great to see the two groups 
working so well together and we 
are looking forward to our Year 6 
pupils joining us in September!

Our Year 6 pupils also had an 
amazing time in our Science 
Department testing different 
experiments. 

Mr Coates and Mrs Kirk

League Athletics Vs Egglescliffe School
Last Monday, we were delighted to 

host the Athletics League competition 

against Egglescliffe School.  Many 

pupils managed to beat their personal 

best and carried out some impressive 

individual and team performances. 

Stand out performances came from 

Kiyan in Year 10 who placed 1st in 

both the 800m and 1500m.  Bethea, 

Poppy, Martha and Jenny all secured 

top finishes in their events.  

The team of the evening was the 

Year 9 and 10 girls who finished top 

and have qualified for the Athletics 

League Finals!  An excellent team 

performance and top two finishes 

for Ella, Megan, Emily J, Izzy, Emily F, 

Emmeline and Emily H.  

Well done to all who competed, we 

have some fantastic athletes in school.

Miss Turnbull

House Rounders 2022
It was a very competitive start to the week last week as 
House Rounders took place across Monday and Tuesday 
lunch time. 
The results are as follows;

Junior House Rounders:

1st - Cleveland, 2nd - Victoria and 3rd - 
Woodside.

Senior House Rounders:

1st - Woodside, 2nd - Victoria and 3rd - 
Cleveland.

Well done to everyone who 
participated!

Miss Turnbull
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Inclusion Week 

Across Prep and Senior School last 

week we have been celebrating 

Inclusion Week.

Reception children started 

Inclusion Week with a presentation 

shared by Mrs Fletcher, our SENCO.  

The children discussed differences 

and similarities. 

They loved using the word 

inclusion and made sure they had a 

super inclusive day!

Mrs Clapton 

Father’s Day
It was a busy week in Nursery last week as the children put 

the finishing touches to their Father’s Day cards and gifts 

ahead of the big day.

The children were also busy rehearsing 

for their Early Years Father’s Day 

assembly which took place on Friday.  

We hope that all THS dads and 

grandads had a wonderful Father’s Day!

Miss Hall

Forest School

Reception and Pre-Prep children 

enjoyed the unique educational 

experience using our forest as an 

outdoor classroom. 

The children love being physically 

active and the chance to further 

develop their healthy lifestyles. 

Mrs Clapton

How Does Your Garden Grow?
Nursery pupils have been planting 

radishes as part of their new topic, 

How Does Your Garden Grow? 

This also supported their phonics 

work about the letter ‘R’ as well as 

their learning about Healthy Eating 

Week. 

They are already looking forward to 

growing more plants this term.

The children have also been planting 

sunflowers and cannot wait to see 

how tall they will grow!

Miss Hall

Healthy Eating Week
To round off Healthy Eating Week, Reception children 

visited our Food and Nutrition Department in Senior 

School.

Miss Storey delivered an exciting lesson 

about the importance of healthy eating. 

They made healthy pizzas by using 

vegetables to make their dad’s faces for 

Father’s Day!

Nursery pupils also enjoyed making 

healthy wraps as they used different 

vegetables and their imaginations to 

make vegetable wrap faces.

Miss Hall and Mrs Clapton 

Pupil achievements
We are very impressed with Thomas 
in Pre-Prep as he has recently received 
medals for his football achievements 
and for being a good supporter of his 
brother!

Mrs Hannah
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Mystery at Magpie

Manor
We are thrilled to be able to invite 

you to our Prep School Musical, 

Mystery at Magpie Manor, which 

will take place on Monday 27 June, 

from 6.00pm. 

Pupils have been working hard 

in rehearsals and are thoroughly 

excited to show you what they have 

created. 

Tickets are available to purchase 

via our usual Ticketsource link.

We look forward to seeing you 

there!

Miss Connor

Space Explorers
In Upper Prep 1, the children are continuing with their IPC 
unit, Space Explorers.
Recently, they turned their attention to 
looking at craters and considering how 
they are formed.  They also learnt why 
craters remain on the Moon’s surface 
but not on the Earth.

In order to explore the effects of forces 
on the formation of craters, the children 
completed some investigative work.  
They created three different sized 
asteroids and then dropped them into 
the Moon’s surface which was recreated 
by using flour.  Following the impact 
of the asteroid, the children were able 
to measure the diameter and depth 
of the crater that had been formed.  
They were then able to consider the 
mass and force of each of the asteroids 
and compare their results with their 
predictions.

This investigation work was a perfect 
way to develop some of our IPC 

personal learning goals.  In this task, 
the children were able to apply the 
goals of cooperation, enquiry and 
thoughtfulness.

Well done to all of the children for 
carrying out some fair testing and 
thinking carefully about the forces 
involved in space.  

Mrs Kennedy

Year 3 English
The children in Year 3 are currently 
studying an English unit about 
instructions.  They have looked 
carefully at the features of this type 
of writing and have practised using 
imperative verbs and adverbs to 
give commands.  They have also 
considered how to choose specific 
verbs to suit the purpose of the 
instructions.

Recently, they were all tasked to 
follow some instructions without 
realising that they had been jumbled 
up or had key genre features missed 
out.  Having followed the instructions, 
the children were able to identify 
which features had been used and 

which had been missed out.  It also led 
to an important discussion about the 
need for chronology as we had some 
very funny looking ladybird biscuits!

Having analysed the effectiveness 
of the instructions that they were 
given, the children were able to 

follow the correct set of instructions 
to make a ladybird biscuit.  Luckily, 
the last instruction was to enjoy the 
biscuits which the Year 3 children did 
wholeheartedly!

Mrs Kennedy

Jubilee 
Apprentice 
Just before half term, Mrs 
Leck and Mrs Shevels 
launched the first in a 
series of new joint ventures 
for our Prep and Senior 
Able, Gifted and Talented 
students. 
Inspired by the Platinum Jubilee 
and the upcoming Summer Fair, we 
decided to set our students an exciting 
Apprentice-style challenge.  Working 
in teams of three with a Senior student 
as team leader, they had to research, 
plan and design a new souvenir 
for the Jubilee; taking into account 
budgets, saleability, production 
time and demand.  The teamwork, 
communication and professionalism 
shown throughout their working 
lunches and meetings has been of 
an exceptionally high standard.  Our 

judges Mrs Mackenzie and Miss Storey 
were very impressed with the students’ 
attitudes, presentation skills and design 
ideas, so much so that they found it 
incredibly difficult to choose a winner!  
Three items were sold at the Summer 
Fair.  

An enormous well done to all team 
members - you have set the standard 
very high!  We are looking forward to 
many more projects like this next year.  
Well done!

Mrs Leck and Mrs Shevels

Year 5 and 6
Girls’ Rounders

Our Year 5 and 6 girls travelled to 
Queen Mary’s School for a lovely 
afternoon of Rounders.  It was a really 
competitive match with both sides 
batting and fielding well. 

Anais played her first match for 
Teesside High and showed real 
potential for future fixtures.  Despite 
playing well, Queen Mary’s went home 
with the victory, 13.5-8.5.  Well done to 
all and to Player of the Match, Roxie!

Miss Hopkins

Transition Day

Upper Prep 1 pupils were in full swing 

with their Transition Day activities.  

They thought about their aspirations 

for September as well as having a brief 

glimpse at their IPC unit that will 

launch their new year.  The children 

created some fantastic work!

Mrs Kennedy 
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Artist of the

Month

We are delighted to announce that 

the Artist of the Month for June is 

Dylan Shehade in Year 10! 

Dylan’s final piece for our art 

textiles project based on bacteria 

and viruses was exceptional.  

He is always a very creative student 

who likes to think outside the 

box so it was no surprise that as 

well as using a number of textile 

techniques effectively, Dylan also 

decided to make his final piece 3D.  

The actual piece can be seen in the 

Senior School foyer.

Mrs Machan

We Will Rock You!
On Wednesday 8 June, 26 students from Year 7 - 10 
participated in an exclusive workshop with the director 
and three cast members of We Will Rock You.
This brilliant production is currently on 
its 20th anniversary tour and spent last 
week at the recently renovated Globe 
Theatre in Stockton.  

Director Jay and cast members Karen, 
Laura and Isaac spent the afternoon 
teaching our students the exact 
choreography that we would later see 
them perform on stage that night.  The 
pace was fast and students learned a 
lot of intricate and powerful steps in 
a very short time, covering three of 
the main songs from the show.  It was 
exciting to see such rapid progress and 
students working very hard to get every 
movement exactly right, including facial 
expressions.  We held a short question 
and answer session and found out their 
different routes into their current roles, 
and that they would all like to be in the 
musical, Hamilton - wouldn’t we all!

Already excited about going to see the 
show, we were even more thrilled to be 
offered a backstage tour by Jay.  He took 
us through the stage door and down 
into the depths of the theatre, as the 
stage level is below ground.  We went 
on stage and saw the many LED panels 
that provide all the moving digital 
backdrops for the show, we climbed 
the set and went up on the scaffold-like 
platforms where the band play and 
where many of the cast perform the 
complicated choreography we learned, 
but up a height and in quite constricted 
conditions!  We met the lead male 
character, Galileo, who had time 
for a brief chat before his pre-show 
preparations, and we saw the vast array 
of props and costumes backstage.  Each 
cast member has their own individual 
trunk filled with costumes, outfits, 
props, shoes, make-up; everything you 
need to be a West End star.

The show itself was absolutely 
incredible.  We laughed at all the jokes, 
sang along, waved our arms in the air 
and clapped and cheered.  There was 
even a standing ovation!

We are very grateful to have formed a 
new working partnership with Jay and 
look forward to working with him and 
his cast again next year!

Mrs Shevels

Healthy Eating Week 2022
At the start of term, Miss Storey ran an 
array of exciting activities to celebrate 
Healthy Eating Week.

Miss Storey and her Year 10 GCSE 
Food and Nutrition students led 
an assembly to launch the start of 
Healthy Eating Week.  The focus was 
rethinking our food waste.  The UK 
currently produces 9.5 million tonnes 

of food waste a year!

The next day, students were welcome 
to come and infuse their bottled water 
with delicious fresh ingredients at the 
hydration station.

We were very lucky to work 
collaboratively with Tofoo Co who 
delivered sessions to both Prep and 
Senior students.  They thought about 

the different ways they can source 
their protein. 

All Senior tutor groups created their 
own smoothie which was judged by 
Mrs Mackenzie and Mr Long.  We 
were very impressed with the taste 
and students even thought about the 
presentation!

Miss Storey 

Identity Art project 
As part of Holly in Year 10’s 
Identity project, she has 
been looking at the work of 
artist Alexander Gallagher.
Holly has researched the artist, created 
a copy and then her own piece of work 
inspired by the artist.  

Holly’s work looks at how women are 
silenced by society.  

Having seen Holly’s work on Instagram 
the artist took the time to comment:

“This looks great and even more cool 
that it’s gouache. I can’t paint with 
gouache, I totally lack the skills with 
that medium.”  

Well done, Holly, what an achievement!

Mrs Machan

Inclusion Week
Last week we celebrated inclusion 
week in school.  Students have shared 
their differences and learnt how they 
can help their peers. 

On Monday, Pauline Wright from Daisy 
Chain led our Senior assembly on 
autism.  Students have discussed and 
researched other specific needs such 
as dyslexia and dyspraxia and why 
someone might find tasks a little harder 
than they do.

We also looked into the strengths and 
the unique minds of famous people 
who have made great inventions and 
others who are extremely successful in 
different fields. 

Students have learnt about inclusion 
and produced presentations to show 
what inclusion means at THS.  One of 
the groups said ‘Being inclusive means 
that everybody can feel safe and happy 
in the environment they are in’. 

Mrs Fletcher
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